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INTRODUCTION 


“ Vive le Yoi 1 ” croaked the impenal standard floating 
over the grey old Berlin Schloss when I ahghted from 
my carnage at the Court-marshal’s gate to report for 
duty on June 25, 1888, and “ ILong hve the Kmg ! ” breathed 
and echoed all the new brooms and old around me m the 
antechambers, m the state and m the hvmg and servants’ 
apartments of that immense pile Yonder, just across 
the Puppenbrucke, at half-mast and draped m black, were 
seen the flags of two Queens, a widow of three and a half 
months the one, the other had buned the noblest of 
husbands but ten da}^ before Their palaces, which 
scarcely ever possessed the brazen front of nght royal 
splendour, appeared deserted, gloomy, and melancholy 
beyond hope as the emblem of death wafted above them ; 
but with us — the new masters — all was hfe and excite- 
ment 

I had seen royalty bom, and had helped to distnbute 
its garter on the weddmg-eve ; I had stood at its death- 
bed, and m royal company had enjoyed the good thmgs 
of this world, — ^m fact, the greater part of my hfe had 
been spent at Court ; but where formerly I was welcomed 
as a fnend and compamon, I was now — such are the vicis- 
situdes of hfe — ^merely one of a few hundred attendants 

A lady of title and position, I had, after losmg my 
fortune, accepted their Majesties’ command to jom the 
ranks of a retmue already noted for high-soundmg names. 
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and by royal warrant was appointed Bofdame to the 
Empress that is a fnncticmary whom “ the first gentle- 
man of Europe” cleverly characterised as “making an 
occasional one of four large hoops m a gilded coach, a 
maid aiding the languor of an easy party m a royal box 
at the play one that goes to the theatre to concerts, 
and oratonos gratis and has physicians without fees and 
medicme without chemists* bSIs” Was I to be that, 
and nothmg more ? The voice of Court marshal von 
Liebenau, now my superior woke me from the revenc 
mto which I had fallen. The lord steward, at that time 
omrupotent had settled upon my immediate employ- 
ment. “ Yon will for the present assume the functions 
of both Mattretse de Matson and maid of honour*’ he 
said ‘ It IS a ticklish post, that bmds one closely to 
their Majesties* heels inasmuch as the care of the aE highest 
persons is given mto your hands, for it has already been 
announced that there will be no change in the intimate 
domestic arrangements Kaiser and Kaiserm ivfll con 
tinue to occupy one bed-chamber as formerly and yon 
must superintend the body-service of both the “all 
highest” master and mistress, but as your Ladyship 
has hved in the great world, and knows more about polite 
requirements than many a Pnnccss the aspect ivill not 
frighten you , for roy part, I place implicit trust in your 
acumen and judgment. Later in the day, a list of special 
instructions will be sent to you- And now, my dear 
Countess* concluded the courtier rising from bis arm 
chair ‘ take a bit of friendly advice before j’ou select 
your suite of rooms among the apartments set aside for 
her Majesty’s ladles If you want to succeed at our 
Court, lca\ c all thoughts of independence all inborn notions 
of truthfulness and common c\*cr>-da> honcstj, outside 
the palace gate, di\'cst yourself of pcrsonalitj— all in 
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dividualism save that of our masters’ is odious — ^be an 
automaton pure and simple, smile upon her Majesty’s 
whims, do not be ruffled by a supenor’s msults, and if 
at any time you must fly mto a rage, retahate upon those 
under you ” 

I was about to speak, to protest, but the Court-marshal 
anticipated me. 

“ I know what you want to say,” he cned , “ you thmk 
it mean and contemptible to let the innocent suffer for 
their betters’ wrongs, and I agree with you. But we all 
do it, must do it , it is a sort of hghtmng-rod for one’s 
ill-temper And now, au r&ooir^ Madame la Comtesse 
Once more — ^be an automaton.” With that Herr von 
Liebenau kissed my hand, and a minute later I stood m 
the court-yard quite beside myself with wrathful m- 
dignation 

« • • 

Nearly rune years have passed smce I first cned my- 
self to sleep m the big grey Schloss by the Spree while the 
hot June sun was pourmg mto my room and all Berhn 
discussed the Kaiser’s first meeting with the Reichstag ; and 
now that I commit to paper these memoirs of the Second 
Wilham’s Court, let me say that m all that period I was 
but used as a beast of burden by the great personages, 
my masters, whom Providence sent mto the world “ ready 
booted and spurred to nde,” — ^no better, no worse. 

Speaal reasons for complamt I have none ; neither 
will these pages wantonly afford umbrage to the exalted 
ones of whom I wnte, unless, mdeed, they object to truth, 
that sentiment concermng which Dr. Johnson wrote some 
one hundred and fifty years ago : “ There is something 
noble m pubhshmg it, though it may condem n one’s self.” 

I have no personal end m view with these papers ; 
no excuses are offered for this narrative of Court hfe as 
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I have seen it. If in part it bordere on the unexpected, by 
upsetting established notions and agam explains certain 
things -which have become history from a standpomt totally 
different from the one popularly accqited and believed, 
let the reader remember that truth is stranger than fiction 
and that history is but a li^ to borrow a phrase from the 
Duchess of Orleans, the sister m law of Louis XV , “ a 
smart woman an audadous woman ” the same who ex 
claimed, on hearing the false report that Fredenck the 
Great was marchmg upon Versailles after Rossbach 3 
‘ So much the better I shall at last see a King then ” 

I shall give only such inadents of the hves of Williahi II 
and his consort as have come under my personal observa 
tion, or that I know of from reliable witnesses The story 
of a very few modents that occurred before the present 
Emperor’s enthronlsatioa I shall be obliged to credit to 
the general gossip of the palace. 



THE ROYAL HOHENZOLLERNS AND THEIR 
KINDRED MENTIONED IN THIS 
VOLUME ' 


Frederick I, first King of Prussia, 1701-1713 Before 1701 the 
Hohenzollems were known as Pnnce-EIectors of Brandenburg 

Frederick William 1 , 1713-1740 Father of Fredenck the Great 

Frederick II, the Great, 1740-1786. His best-known sister was 
the Margravine of Baireuth (died m 1757), authoress of the cele- 
brated Memoirs fredenck the Great was succeeded by his 
nephew 

Frederick William II , 1786-1797 He was the notorious bigamist 
and debt-contractor He was succeeded by his son 

Frederick William III , 1797-1840 He was the husband of Queen 
Louise, a Pnncess of Strehtz (died in 1810), and the father of his 
successors 

Frederick William IV, 1840-1861. This King became mad and 
died childless A daughter of his brother William (died 1846), 
Princess Mane, married Maximilian II, King of Bavana, Queen 
Mane (died 1889) had two sons, — Ludwig II , King of Bavana, 
who died insane in 1886, and the present King Otto of Bavana, 
who is also insane Fredenck William IV was succeeded by his 
brother 

William I , King, 1861-1888 Became German Emperor m 1871 
The Queen and Empress of William I was Augusta, Pnncess of 
Sachsen- Weimar, and a granddaughter (on her mother’s side) of 
Czar Paul I , who died insane. William I had a daughter, Louise, 
now Grand Duchess of Baden, and was succeeded by his son 

Frederick HI , March-June, 1888 The Empress and Queen, styled 
Empress Fredenck, was the eldest daughter of Queen Victona of 
England, and was bom in 1840 Her children are 

tx 
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WuxiAii IL, bom 1859, Emperor and Kinp race June, 1888 Charlotte 
bom i860, Hereditary Pnneess of Sachsen Menungen Prmce 
Henry of Prussia, bom 1862, mamed to Irene of Hesse, sister of 
the Canroi Victoria, bom 1866, Princess of Lippe Sophie, bom 
1870, Crown Pnneen of Greece^ Marguerite, bom 1872, Prmcess 
Fredenck Charles of Hesse-CasseL WnTiam II Is married to 
Auguste Victona, bom 1858, eldest daughter of Fredenck, Dote 
of Schleswig Holst em-Sonderburg Angustenberg The couple has 
tcren children, six boys and one gnk 
Prince Frederick Leopold op Prussia b the Kaiser's coosm 
and brother m law, being mamed to Loobe Sophie, Princess 
of Schleswig Hobtein, mter of Empress Auguste Victona. 


The Princely Houses of Hoheneollkrn (Hohemonem-Hei^lDgcn 
and HohenroIIem SlgmartogenX whose possessions were cedM to 
Prussia In 1849, are, like the royal line, descended from Rudolph 
Gntf von Zollera but, professing the Catholic £ilth, have not inter 
mamed with the royal line for sereral centones. hlembers of the 
royal and pnocely lines call each other ** cousins * by courtesy 
Charles Anton Pnnee of Hohemonem-Slgmanngco, b mamed 10 
Antouie, Royal Pnneess of PottugaL His eldest ton 
The Hereditary Prince Wiluam bom 1864, is married to Therese, 
Priaccss of the two Sicilies. Pnnee Charles Anton's second ton 
Ferdinand, Crown Pnnee of Roumanla, mamed Princess Marie of 
Edinburgh. The Dake, her Cither b now Duke of Sachsen 
Cobarg>Gotha. A third son 

Carl Anton 1* mamed to Josephine, daughter of the de 

FlandcTS. 

Duke GOkther of Schleswig Holstem Sonderburg Auguittnburg is 
the brother of Empress Aogoste Victoria. Bom 186 j. 
pRfNCE CifRimAN the husband of Pnocess Helene of Great Bnlun, 
It on uncle of the Duke of Schleswig and of Empress Aoguiu 
Vicioria. 

pRiwcrCntimAN** Brother FRtDtRiCK(djed Jnlya 

Mary Lee, daoghler of Darid Lee, of New \ork, Nomnber y 
1C64, after asiBtnmg the Auitnan titie of Prinr ron Nocr 
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Princess von Noer, his widow, who, by this marnage, became the 
aunt of the German Empress, manned, on Apnl 14, 1874, General 
— late Field- Marshal — Graf von Waldersee. 

Duchess Adelaide of Schlesivig-Holstem-Sonderburg-Auglistenburg, 
mother of the German Empress, is a Pnncess of Hohenlohe- 
Langenburg and a cousin of Pnnce Hohenlohe, former Chancellor 
of the German Empire. 
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THE PRIVATE LIVES OF 

WILLIAM 11. AND HIS CONSORT 

CHAPTER I 

BIRTH OF THE KA.ISER— HIS HEALTH AND PHYSICAL 
CHARACTERISTICS — HIS FEAR OF MALADY 

“ Is it a fine bo} ? 

“ Victoria ” 

But one person, Major von Normann, of the First Guards, 
was present, when, on June 15, 1888, at noon, scarcely 
an hour after the gallant Fredenck had breathed his last, 
the new lord drew the above despatch from his father’s 
papers 

“ What did his Majesty say on discovering the Queen’s 
telegram ? ” I asked Normann at the Emperor’s funeral. 

“ Not a word ; yet, if possible, he turned a shade paler, 
while his left hand convulsively closed around the hilt of 
his sabre ” 

That the newly made Kaiser should mvite Normann to 
attend him m his search for state papers and other docu- 
ments, of which the one mentioned, while not the most 
valuable, was certainly not the least mterestmg, shows 
the extent of his confidence m this man, then esteemed 
the strictest disciphnanan of his “ corps,” but m no other 
way distmguished 

His Majesty’s possible assistant, who died m September, 
1890, by his own hand, and who had probably aided in 

" A 
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drawing np the proclamations to the army and the navy 
of June 15 1888, was m July of that year already afflicted 
with the speaes of moral insanity that hastened hfs demise 
After the death of the favourite, medical experts no longer 
hesitated to say that von Nermann's famous ngour had 
really been monomania of vanity, while his bmsqueness 
and cruelty were nothing short of impulsive madness 

Queen Victoria's telegram was dated January 28, 1859, 
twenty -four hours after the ddest son of Prince and 
Prmcess Frederick had seen the lighL 

In England royal babes have ‘ grand governors ** and 
" deputy governors " a wet nnrse and se\eral dry nurses 
a first and second ‘ rocker ** and days before the event is 
supposed to come off the great state officials mclnding the 
Archbishop of Canterbury assemble m the palace. And 
when at last the ro>’al mother is taken in labour these 
invited witnesses stand m an apartment adjoining the 
lying m room close to its only door that must be ajar 
to make the birth la^vful and all because there has been 
some doubt about the paternity or maternity if )ou prefer, 
of certam Bntish rulers 

Ho^v different it is with us though our clouts be no 
less stocked with skeletons than those of the Stuarts and 
Guciphs The great Frederick hunscif author of the 
epigram * 11 1 haNC reason to bdle\'c that >fichael 
instead of John filled the tort uhj should I blame the 
result and who cares whether the filling is pigeon or 
grouse as long as the pic is good ? ” when a >*outh was 
more than once threatened with death by his ro>*al father 
because that gentleman failed to appreciate the maxim 
that it IS ndicolous to hunt for the sire of a pnnee pro* 
^ided that prince is no blockhead 

\\*illiam was bom 6 iahmtfztm and quite economical!) 
a midtnfc recei\'ing him and a Court ph)‘siaan a^dsted 
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niontli, it was noticed that the child could not move his 
left ann , an in\ cstigation was made, and, m the course 
of it, tlic surgeons discoxercd that the elbow jomt was 
dislocated. That, as j^our Lad3'ship know's, is nothing 
serious in a hcalth\* child. How'cver, m the case of Prmce 
Whlliam, the surrounding soft parts were so injured, and 
the muscles attached in such a condition, that no one 
dared attempt to set the bone then and there, as should 
be done in all cases ” 

Fraulein Stahl has often reiterated the above m the 
course of our long official acquaintance, and alw^ays con- 
cluded her remarks with the statement . “ I am well aware 
that the present condition of the Kaiser’s arm is attributed 
to a mistake made b^' the persons officiatmg at the ac- 
couchement ; but,” and saying tins the old maid’s face 
assumes its most deteimined look, “if that \vere not a 
falsehood agreeable to the Emperor and lus mother 
— for even Dr Hinzpeter, who know'S better, repeats 
it — if that w’ere not a he, I sa3% do \?ou suppose for one 
moment that I should be m this palace now to cnpple 
more HohenzoUems ^ ” Sa3nng this, Fraulein Stahl used 
to bnng do^vn her fist forably, and conclude “ My own 
opinion has always been that the child’s left forearm was 
not properly made up by nature, as, indeed, his whole 
left side was weak, and is weak to this day 

“ Besides, every one m the palace knows that, though 
his walk IS bnsk, it is but lus Majesty’s ever alert exertion 
that makes it so , if, at any time, the Kaiser ceased thmk- 
mg of lus shortcomings for only a moment, you would 
see his left leg drag All his aches and pams, too, locate 
m his left ear and the whole left side of lus head. 
Now, Frau Grafi^i, remember what I told you about the 
Prmcess’s condition She was agitated by fears and 
depressed in spirits , tremendous responsibihties weighed 
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imagine my fnght he had not yet uttered a ay, nor did 
he move a mnsde * StiU-bom, by Heaven I * I thought 
A gesture brought Dr Martm to my side, and together we 
laboured over the newly bom, I do not know how long 
exhausting successively every means ordained by medical 
books or practised in the nursery, to bring the child to 
life. 

“ When everything had been done that m decency could 
be done * so runs her narrative ** I took that rojTil young- 
ster under my left atm and, grabbing a wet towel in my 
right, began to belabour him m good homely fashion 
though the doctors groaned and everybody m the room 
looked horrified 

‘ To the devil with etiquette * I thought, seemg their 
grimaces , * this is a matter of life or death.* So I spanked 
away, now hghter, now harder slap sbp slap until — the 
cannons announcing the birth in the Lustgarten yonder 
had about half finished their official quota of a hundred 
and one shots — at last a faint cry broke from the }*oung 
one's pallid bps 

“He was alive! 1 had snatched our Pnnee from the 
grave for which he seemed destined The rest was ca3> 
sailing , the doctors ogam had their Innings and the 
simple midwife W’as shoved aside" — this with a defiant 
snort. 

* But what about the defonned hand and arm ? " 

‘ That was discovered onlj the third or fourth dav 
alter ' replied Frfiulcm Stahl “ j*oa sec, at first wc were 
all so busy putting life into the Pnnee and keeping 
it In him that no one thought of examining his llmb^ 
Even when on ^ January aS the Pnnee showed hts son 
to his relatives friends and the assembled rojul and 
pnncclj households no one observed that anj'thlng was 
wrong But on the last or the last but one da> of the 
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month, it was noticed that the child could not move his 
left ann ; an mvestigation was made, and, m the course 
of it, the surgeons discovered that the elbow jomt was 
dislocated. That, as your Ladyship knows, is nothing 
senous in a healthy child. However, m the case of Prmce 
WiUiam, the surroimdmg soft parts were so mjured, and 
the muscles attached m such a condition, that no one 
dared attempt to set the bone then and there, as should 
be done m all cases.” 

Fraulem Stahl has often reiterated the above m the 
course of our long official acquaintance, and alwa}^ con- 
cluded her remarks with the statement : “I am well aware 
that the present condition of the Kaiser’s arm is attnbuted 
to a nustake made by the pemons officiatmg at the ac- 
couchement , but,” and sa5ung this the old maid’s face 
assmnes its most determined look, “if that were not a 
falsehood agreeable to the Emperor and his mother 
— for even Dr Hmzpeter, who knows better, repeats 
it — if that were not a he, I say, do you suppose for one 
moment that I should be in this palace now to cnpple 
more HohenzoUems ? ” Sa5ung this, Fraulem Stahl used 
to brmg down her fist forcibly, and conclude “ My own 
opmion has always been that the child’s left forearm was 
not properly made up by nature, as, mdeed, his whole 
left side was weak, and is weak to this day. 

“ Besides, every one m the palace knows that, though 
his walk IS bnsk, it is but his Majesty’s ever alert exertion 
that makes it so , if, at any time, the Kaiser ceased thmk- 
ing of his shortcommgs for only a moment, you would 
see his left leg drag AH his aches and pams, too, locate 
m his left ear and the whole left side of his head. 
Now, Frau - remember what I told you about the 

Pnncess’s condition She was agitated by fears and 
depressed m spints , tremendous responsibihties weighed 
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upon her mind Is it to be wondered at that her chfld 
was affected ? The mother, poor girl I transfused her 
nervous ailments mto the eHilH she was carrying and all 
concentrated m its left side Thai the accoucheurs were, 
of course unable to prevent or foresee besides, they were 
as already stated, far too busy completing nature’s handi 
work by inflating and keepmg the Prmces respiratory 
organs gomg to test the infenor parts of his body sepa 
lately If on the other hand the Pnnce had been a lusty 
boy the dislocated ]omt would undoubtedly ha\'e been 
promptly discovered and nothing would have stood in the 
way of Its immediate correction * 

So the chances are that Queen Victoria’s telegram was 
answered m the affirmative 

I once heard the Kaiser in conversation with her 
Majesty roundly abuse Dr Hinxpcter for saying in his 
book “ The Prussian army nc\*er admitted a jiiung man 
physically so htUe fit to become a brilliant and dashing 
ca\*alry officer as WiUiam 

The endasm was passed shortly after the appearance of 
Hinrpctcr’s Kaiser V’ilUam II a Sketch from Life * m 
the fall of i888 and the Emperor after warning his Frau 
against letting the volume fall into the children’s hands 
mcanmg the elder bo}*3 continued “Our German plillo- 
sophcis nei'cr knoiv where to stop whether the) wntc 
truth or lies they arc bound to compromise and cxpoic 
their fnends ivithout c\cr realising it ” 

This fateful left arm the Kaiser hugs closdj to his bod) 
allowing the hand wliich Is not deformed but pun\ lAc a 
child 8 to rest against his ivaist or upon hts hip if on 
horseback* An) one following the German papers will 
probabU remember that tlic offiaal joumab I'lue taUon$ 
iTrswi from time to tune to ascertain public sentiment in 
mpect to the Introduction of a b^U for arm) ofitcen an 
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article of accoutrement foreign to the Prussian uniform and 
out of harmony mth its general style As the Empress 
Eugeme re-estabhshed the cnnohne in the sixties to hide 
her interesting condition, so WiUiam wants to change 
mihtary dress to find a convement resting-place for his 
poor left hand and arm, which, being about six inches 
shorter than the nght, would attach to a belt unostenta- 
tiously But, alas ! the majonty of ofi&cers feign to regard 
those recumng proposals as manoeuvres of mercenary 
army contractors, and treat them with fine scorn, so that 
WiUiam, unwiUmg to own lus secret reason for the innova- 
tion sought, must go without rehef 

The fingers of the cnppled hand are movable, for, al- 
though the head of the radius of the forearm does not set 
properly into the condyles of the humerus, the limb is not 
altogether inert There is consequently no reason for 
doubting the late Major von Normann’s assertion that the 
Kaiser clutched his sword with the left hand I have 
seen him do the same thing qmte often when angry But 
while he can take hold of an article, he cannot for the hfe 
of hun hft it For mstance, he holds the rems m his left 
hand, but is powerless to direct the horse except with his 
nght or his knees 

Without exaggeration it may be said, that, next to the 
stncken man, the unpenal valets, four of whom, two ward- 
robemen and two Kammerdtener, are always on duty to 
dress, undress, and re-umform their master, sufier most on 
account of this infirmity One of them is the mtunate of 
her Majesty’s Kammerdiener Nolte, and makes him the 
confidant of his troubles 

“ We would not mmd the work m the least,” I heard 
him say once, “ if the Emperor changed his uniform 
ten, instead of three or four times per day, it’s the fear 
of mjunng his lame hand that makes us nervous and 
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gradually vrtsjs away our usefulness And, besides 
we must always be prepared to forestall the collapse of 
the ‘ aH highest ’ master when he balances himself on his 
left leg, as is his wont sometunes, when he is m a hurry 
to put on a different pair of trousers And after think 
mg awhile, the man added * If they would only introduce 
for all troops horse foot, and artillery not exceptmg the 
navy a uniform pair of pantaloons, one-half of our cares 
would be removed , but this endless variety is kilhng us, 
and will some day, I fear, lead to a catastrophe.” 

His Majesty s nght hand is massive and ugly in appear 
ance ugly too when claspmg that of a fnend Before I 
was presented to hfan Court-marshal von Liebenau warned 
me against his Royal Highness’s mighty gnp but though 
I went through the ordeal with teeth set, I could hardly 
suppress on outcry 

How proud the Emperor is of his personal strength is 
evident from the fact that he promptly adopted the sunile 
suggested to him several years ago when a foreign corre- 
spondent likened his fist to the temblc right ” of the 
then champion of the world John L. Sulli\an whereupon 
his sister of Maningcn, who adores strong men remarked 
I hope SuUivan has not the bad taste to wear as many 
nngs as my brother * 

This weakness is howc\*cr to some extent excusable as 
it is thus the Kaiser tries to hide a number of conspicuous 
moles which disfigure his hand In tlus he partly succeeds 
while in spots the gUttenng diamonds and rubies onl> tend 
to emphasise the bleralslies 

1 dare say fn\ people ha\c a correct notion of the 
Emperor $ height for as he is seldom seen wntliout a helmet 
ternunating m a point the pubhc is m>'»tified and c^‘fn 
close ol»erv‘ers arc apt to be deceived In the palace this 
question is never openly discussed but I heard the Kalsertn 
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tell over*mquisitive Pnnce Eitel Fnt^ once or tuice that 
Ins lather measured five feet eight inches That, I am sure, 
IS a mistake; five feet fi\c or si\ inches is tiic highest 
measure that even Adjutant Count Moltkc, vho has a 
verj^ sure eye m such matters, gi\es him Be tliat as it 
may, lie cuts a respectable enough figure, holding himself 
as straight as an arrow, his uniforms being fashioned 
to correct the traces of emhon point that de\elop from 
time to time in spite of ngid bodily exercise incessantly 
kept up 

The numerous neu spaper persons wlio talk glibly about 
the Kaiser’s cancerous ” ear trouble ha\ e, I imagine, 
information on the point that is more or less inaccessible 
to those m daily attendance upon his Majesty, for whether 
the dread malady, hereditaiyf with the Hohcnzollems, has 
settled m that organ or not, is still an open question even 
with William’s own physicians. It is not improbable 

Let us reflect a moment. It was Louise of Strehtz, 
“ shanng watli Mane Antoinette the sad pre-eminence of 
beauty and misfortune,” who earned carcinoma into the 
Prussian camp ; the Enghsh escaped that doom only 
because econonucal George III. preferred Caroline of Bruns- 
wick for his son, her dowry being larger by a few' thousand 
Thalers than the Mecklenburger’s There W'as method m 
that madman’s madness, beyond a doubt 

AH Queen Louise’s portraits are remarkable for a scarf 
the royal lady mvanably wears under her chm , even her 
oldest portraits and busts exhibited m the Berhn Hohen- 
zoUem Museum, no matter whether the Queen is m Court 
dress or ordmanly gowned, have this distmction. The 
scarf, it IS said, was worn to conceal the marks of an 
operation necessitated by a swelling of the glands, and 
that is undoubtedly authentic, but it is also true that in 
this very spot the cancer that killed her, eventually de- 
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gradnally wears away onr nsefalness And besides, 
we must always be prepared to forestall tbe collapse of 
the ‘ all highest * master when he balances hunsdf on his 
left leg as 13 his wont sometimes when he is m a hurry 
to put on a different pair of trousers ** And, after think 
mg awhile the man added “ If they would only mtroduce 
for all troops horse, foot, and artillery, not excepting the 
navy, a uniform pair of pantaloons, one^half of our cares 
would be removed but this endless vanety is killing us, 
and will some day I fear lead to a catastrophe,” 

His Majesty’s nght band is ma^ve and ugly m appear 
ance, ugly too when claspmg that of a fnend Before I 
was presented to him. Court marshal von Liebenau warned 
me against his Royal Highness’s mighty gnp , hut though 
I went through the ordeal with teeth set, I could hardly 
suppress an outcry 

How proud the Emperor is of his personal strength is 
evident from the fact that he promptly adopted the sunfle 
su^ested to him several years ago when a foreign corre- 
spondent likened his fist to the ' temblo right ” of the 
then champion of the uorld John L, Sullivan whereupon 
his sister of Meiningcn who adores strong men remarked 
' I hope Sullivan has not the bad taste to wear as many 
nngs as ray brother ” 

This weakness is however to some extent excusable, as 
It is thus the Kaiser tnes to hide a number of conspicuous 
moles which disfigure his hand In this he partlv succeeds 
while m spots the ghttcnng diamonds and rubies cml> tend 
to emphasise the blemishes 

I dare saj v'crj few people have a correct notion of the 
Emperor s height for os he b seldom seen without a helmet 
terminating in a point the public b mj’stiCed and even 
dose ob^rveis arc apt to be deceived In the pabee tins 
question is never openl> discussed but I heard the Kalsenn 
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tell over-inquisitive Pnnce Eitel Fntz once or twee that 
his father measured five feet eight inches That, I am sure, 
IS a mistake , five feet fn e or six inches is the highest 
measure that even Adjutant Count Moltke, who has a 
verj^ sure eye m such matters, gives him Be that as it 
may, he cuts a respectable enough figure, holding himself 
as straight as an arrow, his uniforms being fashioned 
to correct tlie traces of cmhonponif that develop from 
time to time 111 spite of ngid bodily exercise incessantly 
kept up 

The numerous newspaper persons who talk glibly about 
the Kaiser’s “ cancerous ” ear trouble have, I imagine, 
information on the point that is more or less inaccessible 
to those m daily attendance upon his Majesty, for whether 
the dread malady, hereditary with the HohenzoUems, has 
settled in that organ or not, is stiU an open question even 
with William’s own physicians. It is not improbable 

Let us reflect a moment. It was Louise of Strehtz, 
“shanng with Mane Antoinette the sad pre-eminence of 
beauty and misfortune,” who earned carcinoma into the 
Prussian camp ; the Enghsh escaped that doom only 
because economical George III preferred Caroline of Bruns- 
wick for his son, her dowry being larger by a few thousand 
Thalers than the Mecklenburger’s There was method in 
that madman’s madness, beyond a doubt 

AU Queen Lomse’s portraits are remarkable for a scarf 
the royal lady invanably wears under her chm , even her 
oldest portraits and busts exhibited m the Berhn Hohen- 
zollem Museum, no matter whether the Queen is m Court 
dress or ordmanly gowned, have this distmction. The 
scarf, it IS said, was worn to conceal the marks of an 
operation necessitated by a sweUmg of the glands, and 
that IS imdoubtedly authentic, but it is also true that in 
this very spot the cancer that killed her, eventually de- 
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veloped. I have this mfonnabon from descendants of old 
time royal servants m^the employ of the late Emperor 
WUham, Lomse’s last surviving son The Queen died of 
the disease at HohenaenU, her fathers estate in i8io 
That Emperor Fredenck pcnshed of cancer of the throat 
even Dr Mackenzie had to admit. Therefore, if one may 
say so without ofience, it would be m the hne of natural 
development if William II supposing he inhented the 
malady were attacked by it m the neighbourhood of his 
throat But it must not be forgotten that cancer is thought 
by some authonbes to be untransmissible 

The only bme that his Majestj^s ear trouble was men 
boned m the palace was, as far as I can remember at the 
death of Henry XI of Reuss-Gera, son of the Hcrcditaiy 
Prmce Henry XXIV and Princess EUse of Hohenlohe 
a cousm of the Empress on the mother’s side. The httle 
one died November 4 1891 of scarlet fever wc thought, 
and the Empress remarked I trust the Kaiser 'nil not 
hear of the cause of death for it alwaj'S mokes him 
uneasy * 

‘ Vlij has his Majesty not had scarlet fever?” I m 
quircd looking up from the despatch I was wnting at mj 
mistress’s command and which requested the Rcuss Court 
marshal to send more particulars 

‘ Of course said the Kalscnn rather hcsitabngl) “and 
m its most mahgnant form too How could jtdu li'*® here 
se\*cral j-cars without hcanng of it ? * 

As her Majesty s manner convinced me tliat it would 
not be agreeable to her to go into detail'; I curbed 
curiosity unbl some time later I met Count Seckendorf fof 
man> jTais cliamberiain to the Empress Fredenck Tht4 
nobleman cnjo}*3 her Slajcstj * supreme confidence arijl 
knou's all the famil> secrets 

ou did well not to press this point ’ said tlie courli**r 
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“for the Kaiser would be verj'- angr}^ if he heard of any 
such discussion. As a matter of fact, that scarlet-fever 
story — for it is a sio}y — is reserved for use in a contingency 
that has not 5^et ansen, I am happ}^ to say ” 

“ You put me on the rack, Count ” 

“ Others are there already and dare not complain,” 
rephed the KanwioJicn, with a short, satincal laugh not 
devoid of a tinge of sadness — “ ay, on the rack of pubhc 
opinion, of the most cold-blooded insinuation and of direct 
reproof Do you remember,” he contmued, “ when a certain 
august person snubbed the Crown Pnnce’s, afterward the 
Emperor Fredenck’s, Enghsh physician because that gen- 
tleman had refused to take his cue from the sedibous 
Bismarck and Junker chque when reporting upon a disease 
that played such a part in the state tragedy, then on the 
boards ? To-day, opposite views on the same subject are 
trumps, and persons msistmg that a specified malady goes 
with the crown of Prussia are publicly disowned and officially 
guiUotmed ” 

“ I know, I know ; but the scarlet-fever story ? ” 

“ As I have had the honour of already mtimatmg : if the 
condition of Fredenck’s successor becomes alarming at 
any time m consequence of his ear trouble, your Lad5^hip 
wiU see it m all the ofi&cial papers ” 

It took no httle persuasion to mduce Graf Seckendorf to 
satisfy my cunosity, that had increased rather than abated 
durmg the last quarter of an hour “ The o-fficial com- 
munique,^^ he said at last, " wiU read somethmg hke this . 

“ When his Majesty, as a young man, was stneken with 
scarlet fever, his mother, the Empress Fredenck, insisted 
upon treatmg the patient after a custom prevaihng m 
some parts of England The fevensh boy was subjected 
many times daily to ice-cold ablutions, while his body and 
bed hnen were contmuaUy changed, m consequence of 
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which an acute cold settled in the left ear, which has ever 
since imtated the youth nnd man ** 

“Then” concluded the Count, “will follow a learned 
treatise showing that the Eaiser has water, not tumours 
on the brain ” 

I had to laugh at the hon mcit though immediately after 
ward both of us were ashamed, the one for utteimg the 
other for applaudmg, so ill natuied a remark We also 
looked about us to see that no one had, perchance, o\*er 
heard our conversafaon 

There is I repeat it, as yet no evidence to justify the 
worst snspiaons r^arding the Emperor*s ear trouble and 
yet, harassed as he undoubtedly is by the threat of maladies 
of the most serious character, the Emperor can scarcely be 
blamed for takmg. excessive precautions against contagion 
That he hves the greater part of the year in the incon 
vemently situated Neues Palais which moreover vrillne\er 
be a thoroughly modem residence for reasons that will be 
explained in another chapter is roamly due to its solitary 
position at the end of the town At the Marble Pabce 
where the imperial couple used to spend the summer while 
^vaitlng for Wdham’s patent of general and finally for the 
crown, it ^va5 quite different There thej'^ had naghboun 
one of them the Hereditary Pnnee of Schoenburg 
d'eicadron of the Guard Hussars who U\ed in a '*1112 
opposite the Ncuer Garten 

Coming down to brcakffisl on November i8 iSSS the 
Kaiser learned that his Grace liad died of diphtheria a 
few hours before 

Diphtheria ? ” cried WllUam turning a ^hadc pater 
than Is his wont m the morning—* there seems to be some- 
thing unhealthj in the air hereabouts Let tlic chamberlain 
on dutj be informed that mj things roust be packed and 
sent to Berlin at once 
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“ But the residential quarters m the (Berlin) Schloss are 
yet far from finished ” interposed Herr von Liebenau 

“ Never mind, there will be some comer where I can 
sleep and eat without runmng the nsk of infection ’’ And 
seemg that the adjutant still waited, he added, anticipating 
a question which etiquette forbade to be asked : All m^ 
thmgs — I am gomg to move.” 

That settled, his Majesty quieted doum, and when, 
shortly afterward, the Empress amved, he simply said * 
“Dona, I am gomg to Berhn and this house will see me 
no more ” Auguste Victoria was thunderstruck, but seeing 
the husband determmed, she dared not question him. So 
their meal passed m silence, while visions of domestic 
storms, of irreparable displeasure, even of a maUrcsse cn 
titre perhaps, chased through her Majesty’s brain And 
when, half-an-hour later, I entered her room to ask if 
the valets might go to the bed-chamber and remove the 
Kaiser’s clothes — the Empress often returns to that room 
after breakfast, and naturally dishkes meetmg men-servants 
there— I found my ims tress m tears, bewaihng a fate that 
was as yet a mystery 

“ Do you know why the Kaiser is gomg ^ ” she said at 
last, after lookmg around to see that we were alone The 
confession, for such it turned out to be, evidently deeply 
moved her Majesty, as her eyes streamed with tears I 
could not understand it at fimt “ Of course,” I rephed, 
the question having been repeated, “his Majesty has 
heard of the death across the way, and, bemg so near the 
Schoenburgs, he is afraid that diphtheria might break out 
m the palace ” 

A sigh of rehef escaped the imperial lady She scarcely 
allowed me to finish “ Is the* Hereditary Pnnce dead ^ ” 
she exdaimed, with almost a joyful rmg in her voice 
Then changmg her attitude, she added * “ Why have I 
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which an acute cold settled in the left ear which has ever 
since imtated the 5 routh and man ” 

“ Then ” concluded the Count, “ wiH follow a learned 
treatise showing that the Kaiser has water, not tumouis 
on the brauL** 

I had to laugh at the bon mot, though immediately after 
ward both of us were ashamed, the one for uttering the 
other for applaudmg so ill natured a remark We also 
looked about us to see that no one had, perchance, ovTr 
heard our conveisafaon 

There is I repeat it, as yet no evidence to justify the 
worst suspiaons regarding the Emperor*s ear trouble and 
yet, harassed as he undoubtedly is by the threat of maladies 
of the most senons character, the Emperor can scarcely be 
blamed for taking, excessive precautions against contagion 
That he ]iy& the greater part of the year in the incon 
veiueutly situated Neues Palais which moreover will ne\‘er 
be a thoroughly modem residence for reasons that be 
explained in another chapter is mainly due to its solitary 
position at the end of the town At the Marble Palace 
where the imperial conple used to spend the summer whfle 
waiting for William’s patent of general and finally for the 
crown it was quite different There they had neighbours 
one of them the Hereditary Pnnee of Schocnbuig (btf 
i'escadron of the Guard Hussars who li\ed in a '^ili 
opposite the Ncucr Garten 

Coming down to breakfast on Noi ember i8 i8SS the 
Kaiser learned that his Grace had died of diphtheria a 
few hours before 

Diphtheria?" cned William turning a ^hade paler 
than is his wont in the morning— there seems to be some* 
thing unhcalth) in the air hereabout^ Let llie chambrfbin 
on dutj be informed that mj tilings must be packed and 
sent to Berlin at once * 
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account, Frederick the Great dubbed her ‘the sweeper,’ 
or, in his beloved French, La Balaycusc And that,” con- 
tinued the Princess, w'lth a loud laugh, as if some hilanous 
hon mot had ]ust seen the light in her luminous brain — 
“that was, after all, a fitting designation, for, sub losd, 
the ^^^llte Lady of the HohenzoUems is no lady at aU. 
I have ]ust inspected her favounte abode, and, I assure 
you, there is neither a bath-tub nor a toilet to be found 
there ” 

Although the Empress knew^ of the objectionable features 
of her husband’s temporary abode (if she had not, her 
fond sister-in-law’s \vitticism w'ould have enhghtened her, 
for, whenever her Royal Highness makes a ]oke, Auguste 
Victona is mformed of it by Charlotte’s friends almost as 
promptly as by her enemies), she insisted upon following 
Wilham within twice twenty-four hours But the Emperor, 
pretending to be very busy ^vlth his speech for the open- 
ing of the Reichstag on November 22, would not see her 
until the following day Now everybody knows that 
speeches from the throne are composed by the Chancellor, 
m this case by Prince Bismarck — Whence it was clear that 
Wilham had some other reason for absenting himself As 
a matter of fact, he had heard that Fraulein von Gersdorff, 
a Lady of the Court, was sufEermg from a sore throat, and 
though her quarters were not m the Marble Palace, but 
in the gentlewomen’s pavihon, situated m the park, he 
evidently feared that her Majesty might have come m con- 
tact with her And not until he was reassured by myself 
— ^he obtamed the information in a very diplomatic fashion, 
I must say — did he emerge from his seclusion 

After I had withdrawn. Court-marshal von Liebenau 
was summoned , 

“No more cases of diphtheria m Potsdam, I hope ^ ” 
said the Kaiser, m his most impenous style 
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not been informed of this ? I might have been spared an 
unhappy half honr and, besides I should have sent my 
condolences to Prmcess Lnae ” 

Wnham was as good as his word , his state papers 
published that very day were dated “ Schloss, Berlm ” d.c, 
and ever smee the Marble Palace has ceased to figure in 
contemporary history 

The Kaiser was nght m surmising that his thousand 
wiudowed palace m the capital would afford liim lodgings 
of some sort but as his own apartments, as well as the 
ma]onty of the other stutes were undergomg alterabons 
he was obliged to make his quarters m the so-called von 
Kleist chambers, said to have been once inhabited by 
Prmcess Amalia’s first lady in waiting companion and 
confidante, the Baroness von Kleist Thev are exceedingly 
bcauhful far more so than any of the gilded modem rooms 
that up-to-date Berlm taste has furnished >et at the same 
time lack even the most ordinary conveniences 

I was at the Meiningcn Wla, m the Thiergarten, on 
some business of her Majesty’s, when the Pnnccss brought 
the nc^vs ‘ I haw just come from my big brother she 
alwaj’s speaks of the Kolscr thus — and what do you 
think ? I found him Installed in the Kleist apartments 
Nshich the ^^^ute Lady is said to haunt ’ she said to her 
Hofdame^ in so loud a voice that others as well as mjrself 
could not a\*ou3 hearing it 

‘ * I am glad Auguste has had her bab> ’ I said to the 
Kaiser at once ’ conlmued Pnnccss Charlotte ‘ for a' 
>*ou know, \*on Kleist’s chfld bom in this apartment was 
disfigured bj a temblc birth mark on the nose the broom 
of La DaJayeuse 

* And who ma) that be >*our Ro>*al Highness ? ” 

Tlic WTute L^>,of course who u'ed to announce her 
coming bj Nigorousl) sweeping the corridors On that 
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account, Frederick the Great dubbed her ‘the sweeper,’ 
or, m lus beloved French, La Balayeusc And that,” con- 
tinued the Pnncess, with a loud laugh, as if some hilanous 
bon mot had ]ust seen the hght in her luminous brain — 
“ that was, after all, a fitting designation, for, sub rosd, 
the ^Adnte Lady of the HohenzoUems is no lady at all 
I have ]ust mspected her favourite abode, and, I assure 
3^ou, there is neither a bath-tub nor a toilet to be found 
there ” 

Although the Empress knew of the objectionable features 
of her husband’s temporary abode (if she had not, her 
fond sister-in-law’s witticism would have enhghtened her, 
for, whenever her Royal Highness makes a ]oke, Auguste 
Victona IS informed of it by Charlotte’s friends almost as 
promptly as by her enemies), she insisted upon following 
WiUiam \vithm twice twenty-four hours But the Emperor, 
pretending to be very busy with his speech for the open- 
ing of the Reichstag on November 22, would not see her 
until the following day Now everybody knows that 
speeches from the throne are composed by the Chancellor, 
m this case by Pnnce Bismarck — Whence it was clear that 
WiUiam had some other reason for absenting himself As 
a matter of fact, he had heard that Fraulein von Gersdorff, 
a Lady of the Court, was suffermg from a sore throat, and 
though her quarters were not m the Marble Palace, but 
in the gentlewomen’s pavihon, situated m the park, he 
evidently feared that her Majesty might have come m con- 
tact with her And not until he was reassured by m 57 self 
— ^he obtamed the information m a very diplomatic fashion, 
I must say — did he emerge from his seclusion 

After I had withdrawn. Court-marshal von Liebenau 
was summoned , 

“ No more cases of diphthena m Potsdam, I hope ^ ” 
said the Kaiser, in his most impenous style 
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“ None that I know of yonr Majesty ’ 

“ That yon know of ? My dear sir that means either 
that yon are ont of tonch with yonr department or that 
cases of illness are secreted At any rate, you will be 
good enough to telegraph to the Marble Palace that all 
persons of the snite or m the royal service, who show 
any signs of throat trouble must be removed to a hospital 
at once, withont the shghtest delay These are my strictest 
orders ’ 

One of the Empress's favourite wardrobewomen, Fran 
Schnase fell a victim to Wilham’s relentless anxiety on 
that occasion Not bemg on dnty for several days, she 
had r emain ed in Potsdam, and by the Court physician’s 
advice had taken a perspiratory treatment to reduce a 
swelhng of the glands very common among certam classes 
in Germany so that at ii o’clock that mght she was in 
the midst of a healthy sweat and sound sleep when the 
Major-domo awakened her to say that by *' all highest 
order ” she must leave unmediately 

Protest being out of the question a closed carnage 
was procured and the shiixnng patient was rolled off to 
the nearest hospital through the wmtry streets 

“ No room ” rcjxirtcd the mght watch when the driior 
summoned him 

' But she 13 one of her Majesty’s fiersonal attendants ' 
Of course that made a difference and after some more 
discussion Fran Schnase was gnen a cot in the jiaapet s 
ward third class next to one in which a jioor creature 
was just rcceinng extreme unction 

The Queen s ivardrobcwoman was a healths prl and 
recovered not only from the horrors of her unusual « 
perience but hkesnse from an illness she caught whl!" 
exjxised to the deadly exhalations of the sorry cnsnronmmt 
forced upon her After a monlli or so she was back at 
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the Schloss , but, daring to complain of the treatment 
that had been meted out to her, such biting sarcasm and 
contempt were heaped upon poor Schnase that she preferred 
to resign 

With our kno\\ ledge of the Kaiser’s pecuhar predisposi- 
tion to diseases of the throat, this care exercised to guard 
against infection would seem quite proper, though ex- 
cessively hard on others, had it not, in the course of years, 
become a mama Assuredly, no one blamed lus Majesty 
for postponing the Wurtemberg manoeuvres m the summer 
of 1893, when cholera was raging , — m those days aU the 
royal sen^ants were treated to unsugared tea as the stand- 
mg beverage, which caused not a httle mdignation m the 
palace, the flunkies and maids insisting that the Emperor 
should make the tea palatable, if he forbade them to dnnk 
anything else , but it is quite another tlimg when the 
Kaiser refuses to confer \vith state ofEicials because some 
member of their family might be mdisposed Interests of 
state are hable to suffer senously through hallucinations 
of that sort, and if it were not for the love I bear my 
country, I might cite instances of international importance 
showing errors and inexcusable lapses for which this strange 
fancy is responsible 

The Empress, who faithfully copies all her husband’s 
fads, either because she admires them or because she fears 
his displeasure, is as bad as he Her Majesty frequently 
causes the discharge of servants for neglectmg to report 
some trifling sickness in the family , and members of the 
royal household not hvmg m the castle can enjoy a hoh- 
day at any time by simply furnishing a doctor’b certificate 
stating that somebody with whom they are domiciled m 
the city is ill This apphes to the Kaiser’s adjutant- 
generals, as well as to the chamberlains, equenies, ladies 

of the palace, gamekeepers, coachmen, cooks, and scuUions 

B 
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More than once have I seen his Majestj abmptly start 
away from a person mth whom he happened to be con 
versing at a reception or bali leavmg the unhappy lady 
or gentleman speechless and cmshed because of an inno- 
cent admission that a son or a daughter or perhaps an 
uncle had the measles or a cold At the \ety mention 
of the fact the warlord fled hLe a hon hearmg a 
coch crow 

Once I found Frau von Kotie in tears behind some 
shrub m the WTiite Hall while all around her danang was 
gomg on ‘ MTiat is the matter with yon ? ’ I inqmred , 
can I be of service to you ’ ’ 

No thanl. you Countess, ’ she sobbed , “ but to 
think that he said that to nut" 

• MTio 13 he and \ihat did he saj ? ” 

‘ The Kaiser of course 1 WTien he heard that 

my boy was iH he remarked turning on his heel 
How dare you come to mj house under such drcum 
stances ? ’ " 

That, needless to saj happened belorc the anonj-mous 
letter scandal and at the time when Frau von Kotie 
pnded herself upon her particularlj friendlj relations 
with his Majest> 
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THE PRIVATE APARTMENTS OF THEIR MAJESTIES — HOME 
LIFE — RELATIONS BETWTEEN THE EMPEROR AND EMPRESS 
— DAILY LIFE OF WILLIAM II. 

Their j^Iajesties’ bedroom opens, by a nchly ornamented 

folding-door, into the Kaisenn’s study on the second floor 

of the Neues Palais, and is connected with the toilet and 

bath closets belonging to the respective smtes It has 

two high windows, and is lofty and spacious, but sadly 

lacks the harmony in colour and general fumishmgs that 

IS the mam charm of a really beautiful apartment, such 

as this IS intended to be Indeed, the Kaisenn tired of 

it long ago, and would gladly exchange its treasures, one 

and all, for new things, though the room was fitted up 

entirely after her own suggestion. What first upset the 

Empress was the graceful and exquisite style of Neu- 

Ghenecke, the property of her brother-in-law and sister. 

Prince and Princess Frederick Leopold of Prussia, the 

nchest of the HohenzoUems. This castle, situated near 

Potsdam, was rebuilt soon after WiUiam’s accession to the 

throne Having thoroughly redecorated and refitted the 

palace in the latest and most sumptuous manner, their 

Royal Highnesses gave a house-warmmg m the summer of 

1891. From this her Majesty returned in high dudgeon, 

and, on entermg her own bedroom, where I was busy 

arrangmg some flowers, she exclaimed . “ How poor it "all 

looks I If one judged mine and Lomse’s positions from 

our surroundmgs, I rmght be taken for a mere appanaged 
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pnncess, while my sister would easily pass for the Kaiserm 
She has eveiythmg of the latest — the German Empress 
must content herself with the remnants of centimes scattered 
among Berlm-made show pieces ” 

Kmgs after aH, are but men and the Ghenecke house- 
^va^Tmng cost \^^Iliam exactly So ooo marks, though (he 
Kaisenn would fain have seen Mm expend ten times that 
amount- As it was he consented to the renewal of the bed- 
room hangmgs and upholstery, which are of the hcaMcst 
damask the groundwork bemg a peculiar sandj grej with 
large yellow flowers m bold relief, a pattern and material 
that connoisseurs intuitively associate \nth the graceful 
and superb age of Louis XIV or XV The onginal was 
in fact a present of ifadame Pompadour fo the great 
Frederick, for at one penod of their h%es they were on 
fnendly terms Of course by the time it passed into 
\ViUiam*s hands it had faded but m tlic mellowness of 
age It was still exceedingl> beautifal far more so than 
the nevr drapenes 

But those old silks that in their earl) da>*s probabl) 
Viitncssed the jealous quarrels bctuccn the MargTa\'inc of 
BajTCUtli and her doltish husband and hcird Queen Ulnquc 
(of Sweden) recount to Pnncess Amaha her disputes with 
those “ contumaaous senators of hers ” who once de- 
manded sight and count of the c ro w n jewels — “There 
thc> arc ^^c^v them count them, lock them up nc^•cf 
more wiH I wear one of Uicm * «aid her proud Majat) 
—but those old silks were no more beautiful iHtti 
the charm histone assoaalions lend to things thin (he 
Elizabethan bed that ^tood until the summ'*r of 1S92 In 
the alcoic nearest the door 

A nght ro>*al couch was that m wliicli dunog thr fmt 
\*ears of Ihnr reign the l-mp^r and Ijnprcsi »l<-pl— 
magnifwrcnt and staid) a filling companion wuh Ir^ 
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canopy and curtains, to that world-famed four-poster, the 
Bed of Ware, which could be enclosed on all sides by 
tapestnes, and whereto the King and Queen retired m 
full sight of all their retainers lying around on the straw- 
covered floor vnth doublets and petticoats for pfllows, and 
“ full of good mne each mother’s son and daughter of 
them ” 

How the Kaiser hked tins old bed, with its heraldic 
designs, and upholstered side-pieces, whereon*]-^he could 
sit comfortably, smoking a cigarette and reading a novel 
by the hght of the single wax candle standing on a httle 
table near his end of the couch * But, lo ! “ those 
Fredenck Leopolds ” acquired modem Enghsh bedsteads, 
and, woman-hke, Auguste Victoria would not allow her 
sister to echpse her in being up to date 

So one fine day the lyxng-in beds were ordered home 
from Charlottenburg castle, their usual storage-place, and, 
the antique couch being sent upstairs, these things of brass 
and the mode were put up near the windows, to the intense 
alarm of the physicians, who feared they had made another 
miscalculation, and of relatives and fnends who anticipated 
a catastrophe hke that following the Pasewalk review, 
mentioned elsewhere Of course, it was a false alarm, 
and our pretty Pnncess Louise was “ regularly bom ” on 
September 13, 1892 

That the Emperor, at the bottom of his heart, has his 
doubts as to the propnety of using a common factory- 
made bedstead as the cradle of kings, is evident from the 
fact that for some time these brass affairs had to be re- 
moved every mormng, while in theu place the Ehzabethan 
couch was set up , but the order, which evoked no end of 
dissatisfaction among the servants, gradually fell mto 
disuse, and nowadays the triumph of brass over stately 
splendour is complete — in the bedroom, at least. 
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As every domestic arrangement in the palace is fashioned 
with a \new to insure the preservation of the Kaiser’s 
health the doors and windows near the imperial bed are 
doubly screened by hea\*v curtains summer and wmter 
for the famtest possibihty of draughts is dreaded and 
even the down quilts and blankets are so fastened at the 
bottom and sides that their Majesties must needs crawl 
into bed one leg at a tune, there being onlj a breadth of 
about twenty Inches left opeiL 

The HohcnzoUem household has nev'er enjoyed a reputa 
tion for more than superficial opulence and the pauaty of its 
linen has often been the subject of ill natured comment at 
other courts — a state of affairs which the present Emperor’s 
Enghsh mother tried to correct by large purchases dunng 
the reign of ninety nine da>*s but when, after Frederick s 
death, trouble arose as to who was to pay the bills for these 
ext^a^’agancea — Coort-manhal von Uebenau designated 
them so m his lunka-itke contempt for Enghsh notions of 
nicety— her Majestj rcmo\-cd most of the ncnrl) acquired 
house-lmcn and her successors m consequence often cx* 
pcricncc the chagrin of slecpmg between sheets onl) partl\ 
fresh, espeaall} in ^^atc^ when there arc difficulties about 
diynng hnen To be sure Auguste \nctoria has laid down 
a rule stipulating that the royal couch be furnished with 
clean hnen c\ erv da\ in the >*car but as there is onl) a 
\*cr) limited stock to draw from it happens sometimes 
that onl) one clean sheet is obtainable and In that case, 
the upper sheet of the two used on the prc\’ious night is 
taken for the under Wliencvcr that happens licr Majcit) 

Is cxcecdingl) anxious that the Kaiser should not find it 
out for as ma) be w^cU imaginnl sucli e\’k!enoc of 
penuF) would be likcl) to jar on his notions of divon^* 
appointment If one thinks onrwlf little short of Ddt) 
it must b** exccedinglv embarrassing to dn^s'cr 0 it 
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one’s linen chest affords only a single sheet at certain 
seasons 

^^^llle the room contains some exqmsite pieces of fur- 
niture, it can, as stated, scarcely be considered in good 
taste. The lounge and some armchairs are covered m red, 
while two sofas are of the colour of the wall-hangings and 
drapenes Then there are mcker chairs mth silk cushions 
covered with muslin, a crystal chandeher and bronze cande- 
labra, a blue carpet, and vases and flower-pots of different 
styles, painted or majohca ware, besides Japanese tables, 
bamboo chairs, and masterpieces of Boule and marquete'tie 
— a “ regular second-hand dealer’s shop,” as the Empress’s 
mother, the Dowager Duchess of Schleswig, once said in 
one of her bnght moments 

The wicker chairs, by the way, have a history In 
September, 1894, when the Kaiser w^as absent at the 
manoeuvres with the King of Saxony, her Majesty, to 
kiU time, which never hangs more heavily upon her hands 
than when her lord is away from home, conceived the idea 
of painting the basket settees a bnght hlac. It was to 
be a surpnse for WiUiam upon his return 

“ Before we go to bed, I wall ask the Kaiser to sit down 
in his favounte seat for a moment, and then I will sud- 
denly turn up the lamps, exhibiting my work Won’t he 
be pleased ^ ” her Majesty had remarked to Fraulem von 
Gersdorff 

The latter acqmesced, as a matter of course, and both 
ladies started in upon the task at once, spoihng many 
pairs of gloves, besides their dresses and a carpet worth a 
whole regiment of wicker chairs But this mattered httle, 
seeing that, after several tms of mixed pamt and a bottle 
of turpentme had been consumed, the chef-ff ceuvre was com- 
plete. It was the day before Wilham was expected back 
“ But wfll they be dry m tune ^ ” asked a Lady of 
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the Court, Grafin Kdler when ah the ladies oi her Majestv 
had been cahed together to vle^v this first attempt at 
household decoration 

‘ Certainly," said the Kaisenn with a laugh , ‘ Kam- 
mcrdiener Lfick made mqmnes for me at the pamt shop 
and I followed the directions to the letter ” 

Next evenmg their Majesties retired m high glee being 
weU satisfied at their reunion and the Empress’s httle 
programme seems to base worked to perfection till— but 
let her Majesty tell her own story 

‘ No sooner were the lights turned on ” reported Auguste 
Victoria to her first Lady Countess Brockdorff, the fol 
lowing day, and while I myself ivas settling down in 
the second chair when I saw the Emperor start up half 
surprised half angry with bis hands and other portions 
of his body thickly besmeared with pigment that I 
felt to my horror, also adhered to my body Vith the 
Kaiser you know cleanliness is almost a passion, and 
his repugnance to commg mto contact \nth anytliing 
hko wet pamt is so great that he cannot help losing his 
temper 

‘ My dear ' he said this is a sorry joke ’ And 
neither explanations nor excuses were of the slightest 
a\-ait 

‘ Ring for turpentine That is nil he would say 
I awakened llaake and told her to order JIadame 
son Latiscli to send up a bottle of the stuff, but need 
less to say , she had none on liand Tlien the Emjwror 
demanded that one of the body gendarmes nde into town 
and fetch a bottle Like o simpleton he awakened the 
ajxithecary only to be tokl that he must go to a dnig 
store Drug stores as you know haw no rugtit belti 
and are not obliged to srr\e customers after the oniiriry 
closing time It took the gendatroe a foil hour to get 
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x\hat he anted, and c\’en then he was obliged to invoke 
aid from a militar}^ patrol 

“ The next thirty or forty minutes I spent in cleansing 
my lord’s legs, arms, and hands, and afteixvard poor 
Haake liad to do the same for me It was the most 
miserable night I ever expenenced ” 

While, as stated, this impenal bedroom is remarkable 
neither for great splendour nor simphcity — ^we expect to 
encounter tlie one or tlie other extreme in such a place — 
it IS not without ps3^chological interest There is the 
Emperor’s night table, for instance, whose upper drawer, 
at night always half open, contains a self-cocking revolver, 
full}?^ loaded 

If one reflects how unfamiliar such displays are to 
women in German}^ — thej^ do not in the least mind sabres 
or guns — the Empress’s alarm at this tlung of ivory, steel, 
and silver may be imagined Often how she has pleaded 
vnth William to discard the weapon, but the Kaiser insists 
upon having it near lum “ If Alexander of Bulgana 
had slept mth a pistol, he might have founded a 
djmasty and perhaps be stiU alive,” is one of his argu- 
ments — a queer one, to say the least As a matter of 
fact, the sister of one of the conspirators who conducted 
him to Rem, August 21, 1886, kept Alexander company 
dunng the eventful night when abdication was forced 
upon him, and this young lady was, under the circum- 
stances, certainly better protection than any number of 
weapons A revolver might have been brushed aside , with 
a girl, vigorously takmg her lover’s part, it was not so 
easy a matter 

Another gruesome object m the room is the so-called 
Sterhekommode, an old mahogany chest of drawers, the 
top of which IS loaded with emblems of death and sorrow. 
In the centre stands a large engraving, in a brown 
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carved frame representmg our Saviour with the Crown of 
Thoms, his eyes looking heavenward, while at the sides 
are placed portraits of the Emperore WiHiam I and 
Frederick HI of the late Empress Augusta and Ludwig 
of Bavana, all dad in shrouds These pictures were made 
espeoaHy for his Majesty and are not procurable any 
where Strange to say this morbid mtmento men has to 
be set up in every imperial residence where the Court stops 
for any length of time It Is carted from Potsdam to 
Berlin from there to WUhelmshoehe to Kiel, to Hubertus 
stock to the yacht SohenxolUrn and to the Rommten 
huntmg box 

The Kaiser is a good husband and is adored by his wife- 
That Auguste Victona’*^ love for him is only equalled by 
her fear of him is perhaps not his fault He was heir to 
a mighty crown when he married her — she, the daughter of 
a penniless pretender who had to sign away his hereditary 
rights to the Duchies of Schleswig and Holstem before the 
engagement was ratified by the old Kaiser and Prussia 
granted him the mdemmty of £15 000 per 3rear on which 
the fiimily is now struggling along 

The consaousness of this humiliating bargam on the 
one hand and of Wilhams overpowering egotism on the 
other have sufficed to make a wife constitationally not 
without energy like wax in his hand 

Sitting one night m the Royal box at the Opera House 
with Duke Gunther of Schleswig I heard him laugh im 
moderately at the remark of a stage hero who being asked 
‘ Do you ever quarrel ? briskly rephed No not if I 
have my own way ’ 

It reminds me so much of my beloved brother in law 
and sister * said his Highness , ** they never fight, because 
he see to it that his shghtest whims are obeved nay 
more anticipated 
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That fits the case exactl}^ : William for ever enforcing 
his o\\ n V ill, his notions, his idiosyncrasies, and downright 
crazes b}' sheer force of sublime egomania ; the Kaisenn 
perpetually in a flutter to carrj^ out his demands and make 
everj-bod}’’ else dance to the impenal piper’s tune ! Only 
m one respect does he consult her j\Ia]esty’s wishes with- 
out reference to his own mchnation , namely, by hardly 
ever absenting lumself from the marnage-bed when at home 

A rough estimate, gathered from the Kaiser’s prmted 
calendars that are published for the benefit of court officials, 
body-servants, and newspapers, and minutely set forth 
how and where his j\Ia]esty spends his time, or is supposed 
to spend it, would seem to indicate that in the course of 
a year he is home about one hundred days — that is, for 
one hundred days he hves with her Majesty under the 
same roof ; but this circumstance does not m any way 
indicate that their Majesties take their meals together, or 
even see each other daily, except in bed and at breakfast 
I chp at random one of those daily programmes * 

9 15 A M Report by the chief of the military cabinet 

10 30 A M Report by the Chancellor 

12.30 P M. Audience to newly appointed army officers 
Luncheon on the tram. 

2PM Departure for hunt at Count Fmkenstem’s At 
midnight, return to the Neues Palais 

Or take another day 

9 AM Review of the Regiment on the Bom- 

stedter Feld 

1.30 P M Luncheon in the mess-room 

6 pm. Dmner with the officers of the Garde du Corps 
Hour of return not stated. 

The reader perceives an interval of several hours between 
luncheon and dmner, which might be devoted to wife and 
children , but it must not be forgotten that a person so 
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continually on the move as the Emperor needs a corre- 
apon dmg amount of rest repose, and freshening up even 
though in the bnght lexicon of Wniiam there may be no 
such word as knocking oS Unofficially the Kaiser retires 
to his dressmg room after luncheon goes to his httle 
bachdor bed sleeps an hour and a half, and then jumps 
mto a hot bath followed by an ablution of cold sea water 
That of course puts new vigour mto him and makes him 
ready for the evening’s campaign but his family see him 
not m the mtenm 

Though Wilham never pays the slightest attention to 
time-tables, a special tram being good enough for him at 
any season he is enough of a Potsdamer to return home at 
midnight when the Court is established m the Nenes Palais 
Naturally nobody who is anybody is astir at that hour 
but that does not prevent him from mfitong as much noise 
as if it were noon clatter of wheds and hoofs horses 
driven at breakneck speed sentmels shouting and stnkmg 
their fire-arms on the pavement seneschal, adjutants, 
porters secretaries footmen and valets standing at atten 
tion or flying hither and thither and aH candles sind lamps 
m the passage-ways and rooms blaxmg forth Pensh the 
sleep of retainers when the lord is awake 1 

These midnight specials are bad enough , but when the 
fleet footed four m hand is pressed into service for journeys 
to ptiH from Berlm her Majesty’s eyes grow red with 
weeping and her maids wish thcmsdves far away for, 
as to home-coming the quartet of Hunganan greys is 
even less reliahle than the railway while starting hour and 
chance stops on the way are alike mysteries Ah 1 to be 
German Empress is not all that it may seem by any 
means 

But the worst of it is when the calendar reads * His 
Majesty mtends to spend the night at the Berlin Schloss ” 
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Tnic. Dial big jule lias no Palais Nctlicrland connected 
willi il b\ a co\errd archway as the palace Unter den 
Linden wlierc William'^ giandfatlicr dwelt — in his salad 
dny», the old man ii'^cd tins coincnience for nocturnal 
poaching tnji'^ on strange preserves acclimated m the 
Nclhcrland nniT^ion , but the Schloss is so large, has so 
many entrances, and there are so many people living m it, 
that the arnvnl of a ladv more or less w'ould not evoke the 
slightest comment among the sentinels and doorkeepers 
Wdiat oiiportumtics ! Wliat food for jealous rellection ! 

W'licthcr William is away for a couple of da3^s. or a 
week, or a month he never wntes to the Kaisenn, either 
dircctlv’’ or in answer to letters received from her His 
adjutants, or other officers on dut^*, must attend to this 
as to ever}' other item of correspondence, and such enter- 
taining news as * “ His Majesty arnv^ed, or departed, 

safely , glonous reception , ” or, “ His Majesty shot so 
man}^ hares, stuck a prodigious number of pigs, or killed 
so many deer or buck , weather such and such ” — signed, 
House-marshal v^on L}mcker, or Master of the Hounds — 
often form the only hnk between the impenal minds for 
many weeks Always of tantalising umformity, the scanti- 
ness of these messages is indeed strange, considenng that 
they are sent toll-free 

But if the Empress has to be satisfied with meagre 
tidings of her lord, the Kaiser gets along on even less home 
intelligence Though her Majesty writes by every mail, 
it would nev^er do to lose precious minutes that might be 
spent m amusement or sight-seeing by openmg his wife’s 
letters, the more so when one is sure they contain only 
nothingnesses (for items of interest must be telegraphed) , 
but, at the same time, ignorance of any of the petty in- 
formation forwarded with such touchmg regulanty might 
cause vexation and suspicion So the Emperor diversifies 
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the return trips from his jaunts by carefully studying all 
the missives received from Auguste Victoria day by day— 
not an ongmal method among husbands, I sunnise 

A continuous source of amusement to bis Majesty aie 
the minute accounts of his daily labours m the vmeyard of 
state-craft and of almost any other vocation imaginable pub- 
lished in books, magaanes pamphlets nnf? newspapers with 
a minuteness of detail and concaved in a know-aH van 
of assurance interlarded with deepest ” and ‘ highest ” 
admiration that make them sonl-stimng and pathetic. 

These descnptions of what is indescribable (for the 
greater part of the labonis ascnbed to his Majesty are 
creations of the authors^ ^aes) commenced to pour in 
on ns almost with the beginning of the present reign but 
the KaisePs speech to the municipal council of Bedm 
on October 27 1888 when he protested against the imputa 
tion that he traveHed around for the fun of the thing gave 
it its real momenttum 

* I have placed my health and all my bodily resources 
in jeopardy to serve the cause of peace and to promote 
the Fatherland’s prospenty by visiting alhes and friends 
m all parts of the world he cned and German opimon, 
always ready to be corrected at once changed its sing 
song of the Kaiser-on-the-tramp into that of the Kaiser-at- 
work and ever smce have sjrcophants and mere mutators 
pronounced William a veritable perpetual motion of useful 
activity 

I do not propose to weary the reader by attempting a 
detailed account of the Kaiser*# employments — of when 
he deigns to get up and when he *‘graaously” retires 
works at governing and governs the work of others , 
hstens to reports and asserts himself , fences rides, drives 
and what not These are matters for the official chronicler 
to record and the reader will find them nicely done up 
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in paiceK, hound wjtli Idnck. \\)n(c, and rod nbbon?, in 
Mr. Bigclov. V \nnon? accounlc of the Kai'^cr's life as tlic 
Kai'^cr sees it — lliat life whidi i*^ but a “whirligig of liard 
labour for the good of tlic people and for the peace of 
Turope/' or else an attempt to ‘Square accounts with the 
Supreme Creator The Kni<;cr imagines he is going through 
one of these high-minded performances contimiousl^q 
wliethcr he diaw«i plans for ap impossible battle-ship, or 
part of the civil list, whether he nsks his bones in a Troika 
dn\cn b\ a German, who knows no more about handling 
three Asiatic stallions ^ than I do about cutting diamonds, 
or reads a speech from tlic throne — it is all fish in the net 
of impcnal aggrandisement thrown out at random to en- 
twine lojal minds at home and abroad — people who think 
it an honour to be dazzled b\ pnnees, and “ wank quite 
honestly at ro\'al radiance ” 

The underl3nng idea of Bigclow^’s and kindred efforts is 
to keep up the myth of incessant semee rendered to the 
crown, a mart3Tdom of w'ork broken occasionally b3^ a 
stroke of genius, such as wanting a novel, painting a land- 
scape, concemng a senes of allegoncal pictures, composing 
music, or m\ enting this, that, or the other thing 

I do not deny that the Emperor performs tliese 
vanous tasks — after a fashion that wall be explained m 
another place ; but I gainsay the Herculean nature im- 
puted to most of them, and, furthermore, distinctly reject 
the idea that they are undertaken to alleviate a mmd 
staggenng under the weight of responsibilities and burdened 
by excessive desk-work We can w^ell imagine Fredenck II. 
ordenng a flute concert to be improvised after a day’s 
bloody work in the field, or following a disgusting parley 

‘ The Russian coachman whom Czar Alexander sent along when he pre- 
sented the Kaiser wnlh the famous vehicle, in the summer of 1890, was dismissed 
because he had the hardihood to ask 200 marks salary per month, and the 
native succeeding him promptly wrecked the Troika 
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with his brother-counterfeiters * Napoleon flying from 
victory to victory in Italy needed nothing so much 
as his courtesan like Josephine , but these were men of 
consummate brain power, men who after tinng out twenty 
gemnses a day needed but the tonic of sweet melodies 
or an heure du berger to be ready for another siege of 
labour 

William IS not made of the clay of the philosopher of 
Sans Souca nor of that of the lion of St Helena, be he 
ever so clever a masquerader in the hon’s skm At schoGl 
and at college the highest degree attained by him was 
* satisfactory — another pupil being no more satisfac 
tory, would probably have been called incompetenL His 
attempt at handling large masses of troops, m the presence 
of the Emperor of Austria and the King of Saxony in 
Silesia, September 1890 led to disaster while Count 
Waldersee preferred to resign as chief of the General Stafi 
rather than permit the Emperor to meddle with his de- 
partment and penodically discharge battenes of well 
meant ignorance at him as the General told Bismarck 
dnnng a visit to Fnednchsruhe shortly after assuming 
command of the Nmth Corps 

My indefatigabihty, my prowess * are perpetual 
themes with the Kaiser and You should have seen \'on 
HGlsen or von Kessel (both adjutants) pufi and gasp after 
our half hour’s fenang while I was as fresh as if I had 
just stepped from my bath ’ is one of his favDunte boasts 
He omits however to state that, while wearing a hnen 
jacket himself these functionanes are encased m their 
sUff-coUared long frocked umfortas weighted down by 

I Daring the Seren Yean* War Frederick 11^ aaenniog the royal prMkge 

of raWi^ lire rarcnae reaorted to the colaacc crfmiHioiu of Tbalen ofaboct half 

the raltte of the atandard coin ) tbete ho fmprfnted with the cfGgiea of the Prince 
of Bembarg and the King of Polaial, and forced their drcahitioQ atooog the 
people of the ml^agated datrfctt. 
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silver tassels and braids, and with a heavy sabre at their 
side, labouring, moreover, under tlie difficulty of having to 
court defeat, for it v ould not only be imprudent, but even 
dangerous, to foiestall William’s exultations. No wonder 
the gentlemen lose their breath 

As Caligula wished that the Roman people had but 
one neck that lie might cut it off, so the Kaiser would hke 
to see the entire militar}' force of the Fatherland personi- 
fied m one being, that he might practise on it as on a lay 
figure — march, turn about face, take the ditch, prostrate 
} ourself, stand on 5 ^our head — but, considering that the 
Reichstag has a voice m the matter of public expenditure, 
his Majesty must be content to keep but two adjutants 
continuous!}^ employed. These gentlemen, together with 
the members of the military household, including repre- 
sentatives of aU arms and of the navy, rarely leave the 
Kaiser’s presence Their office adjoins Ins Majesty’s study 
on one side, and is connected ivith the orderlies’ room on 
the other, wherever the Court is estabhshed. 

Nearer to the Kaiser than all these faithful servants 
are his two Dachshunds, called Teckels, biting, snarhng 
httle brutes vith jaws measunng half the length of their 
smooth bodies, and a corresponding penchant for people’s 
calves, skirts, and petticoats. Except to the bedroom, 
from winch they are excluded out of respect for the 
Empress’s legs, these pets follow his Majesty everywhere, 
and when they make inroads on folks’ flesh and blood, 
or clothes, Wilham, who protects and coddles them, thinks 
it huge fun 

Wliether the cumung Teckek know their impenal 
patron’s overpowenng position, I cannot say , but it looks 
almost hke it, for, in the exuberance of their mischievous 
spirits, even the httle propriety pounded into them m 
their earhest youth is now neglected, and Court-marshal 

c 
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von Eulenburg whose pleasant duty it is to make both 
ends meet in the royal manage, has his hands full covenng 
np the damage to fnrmture, decorations and bnc-a brae 
in the Teckels path or to such articles as they are able 
to reach by high vaults and other capnoles that the Kaiser 
has taught them 

‘ Why don’t you poison the beasts ? ” once said Eulen- 
bnxg*s colleague pious Baron von Mirbach, who is on the 
Empress's staff when his Excellency had weaned with 
a jeremiad about the Dachshunds wickedness 

I have thought of that myself, and would gladly 
go to this extremity seeing that it meets with your most 
Christian approval if I were sure that there would be no 
successors But his Majesty imght take it into his head 
to surround himself with Danish hounds like Bismarck, 
and then none of us would be safe,’ 

A very funny incident m connection with the Teckels 
happened in the winter of 1893 at the Bedm Schloss 
when a select company m which ladies m grand toilet 
predominated, had assembled at 1 15 p u m the Pillar 
Room to await their Majesbes coming m order to form 
the usual procession to the dining haD where a ceremom 
ous breakfast awaited us 

As IS customary her Majesty's Dames du jour Countess 
Kdler and Fr5ulem von Gersdorff stood a little ahead of 
the rest, facmg the door through which her Majesty was 
to enter and, the august hosts being expected at any 
moment everybody was on the alert, 

Soddealy the portals opened — bowings and scropngs, 
nnrl most submissiN'c salutabona — but, lo 1 only the Dachs 
hunds rushed m 

‘ P*sU } " said Herr von Egloffstem who stood at my 
side wlille Pnnee Frederick Leopold coming in just then 
remarked ‘ I would glw anything to have on jack boots 
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and spurs ! Wouldn’t I whisk them off, or at leai 
of the hltcr, Ihrougli the ^\lndow ! ” 

The Tcckcls, on their part, had no sooner caught 
of tlic silk stockings of the courtiers, than they bcf 
bark lncnaclngl^^ causing these worthies, who ten s( 
before had jiaradcd their calves wath much gusto, to 
draw bcliind tlie ladies they were to escort But 
prccautionan,' mcasuies ueie secmingl}^ superfluous, ; 
Kaiser’s pets showed no particular desire for a bib 
afternoon Instead, each separatel}^ squatted down 
Mesdaincs \on Keller and von Gersdorff, and com 
himself in the most leprehensible fashion Peri 
Tcckels ’ all the floggings and nose-rubbings the i 
had applied for that vei*}^ thing w^ere forgotten, and, 
of aU, the Kaiser, her Majesty upon his arm, and, hi 
ru grande tenue, entered at that very moment, so 
draw'al on the part of Keller and Gersdorff was out 
question On the contrary^ the unhapp}^ ladies w^ere o 
to bow' low , bending from the waist at an angle of fori 
degrees, w'hile the Teckels, much reheved, clambered 
Majesty’s hussar boots, w'aggmg their funny tails. 

“ Oh ’ you bad boys ’ ” cned the Kaiser, having 
in the situation at a glance ; “if you do that again, 
have you birched — yes, indeed I wiU,” he added, 
ironic smiles all around. Then he had a fit of lai 
that made him hold his sides, and which resoimded th 
the hall He even sought to inveigle the Empres; 
jommg m his merriment , but her Majesty ignored 
and, blushing deeply, drew her consort out of the rooi 

The Teckels remained in the Pillar Hall while we 1 
fasted, and amused themselves by teanng into httle 
a beautiful fan which Countess Puckler, ii^e Countes 
der Schulenburg, who was one of the Empress’s 
before her mamage, had left behind. 


CHAPTER m 


WILLIAM n AKD UR. VANDERBILT — ^THE EJIPHROR’s STUDY 
— HIS PERSONAL HABITS — HIS WARDROBE AND TOILET- 
ROOM — KING LEOPOLD OF BELGIUM 

Only during the absence of their Majesties are viators 
admitted to the Neues Palais — a rule from which there is 
absolutely no appeal Even Mr WiHiam K Vanderbilt 
whom the Emperor personally regards as the very nchest 
man in the world — the Kaiser has not a great bead for 
^figures as already shown — even Mr Vanderbilt, I say was 
on one occasion tamed away from onr gate like a beggar 
or some Hungry Joe of the road. It happened m October 
1691 and made quite a stir m the palace 

Mr Vanderbilt it appears had driven to the castle over 
the royal highway and his co^di was about to enter one 
of the outer gates, when the sentmel stationed there 
observing the lack of a known and so-called ‘courtly ' 
hvery on the part of the dnver and footman, stopped the 
horses and demanded a card of admission 

‘ This is hi9 Majesty’s friend ’ said Jacques Harti^, 
Mr Vanderbilt s courier with an air of magnificent assur 
ance, but the soldier only stared the harder 

* Your pass Herr I * repeated the infantryman 
*' Yon don’t understand things This is Mr Vandcrbfit, 
the American mflhouaire ! ** Hartog was pleading now 

As the word “ Amencan ” struck the sentmel’s long 
ears he raised his gun for his heutcuant had taught 
him that the Umted States is “ one of those confounded 
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republics,” tolallj' de\oid of a king, or pnnces, or even a 
respectable standing army. 

” Kulschcr'^ he commanded, in his most pompous voice, 
and apparently unmindful of Hartog’s very existence — 
” Kui'^cJia , nght about face, forward march 1 March, I 
say, and march, a third time, or I vail shoot ! ” 

The guardsman kept his gun levelled on the intruders 
until the coach containing the lord of twice as many good, 
round dollars as the Emperor has subjects vanished behind 
a cloud of fine white dust, and there is no telling what would 
have happened if Hartog, who has a weU-estabhshed repu- 
tation for pugnnaousness and obstinacj^ had endeavoured 
to run the blockade in order to please his rich patron ; for 
these sentinels carry sharp cartndges, and if the^r shoot — 
and they often do so on wundy provocation — they fire to 
kiU 

I cannot remember now' wdiether the pubbe honounng 
by the Emperor of a sentinel, who, while on dut}^ shot 
dowm some poor wTetch, happened previously to Mr Van- 
derbilt’s unsuccessful attempt to \usit the royal domain, or 
not. In that case, his MajesW called the offender to the 
front, shook him by the hand, and assured him of his royal 
grace, sajung : “ I am proud to commend 5^ou as an 
obedient and courageous soldier , such devotion as yours 
wall always meet with my highest approval,” or words to 
that effect. But I do know that the meeting was earnestly 
discussed in the impenal family and the castle about a 
month later, after the Emperor had dehvered his famous 
speech at the sweanng-in of the Potsdam reennts There 
are two versions of that address The one which the 
majority of newspapers printed at the tune, reads . “ Chil- 
dren of my guard, you are now my soldiers — mine, body 
and soul 1 You have sworn to obey all my commands ; 
you must follow my rules and my advice without grumbhng. 
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It means that, from this day on you durst know but one 
enemy and that enemy is my enemy And If I command 
you some day — and may God grant that I am never driven 
to this extremity — if I command you I repeat, to fire 
upon your own relatives your sisters and parents perhaps, 
remember your oath 1 ’ 

That version is temble enough but compared with 
the ongmal draft of the speech which I happen to have 
seen on the Kaiser’s desk, the words actually said may 
be almost characterised as tame. 

There it was in William s tall, forcibly rounded hand 

“ Recrmta 1 Remember that the German army must 
be as ready to fight enemies that may nse m our midst, 
as foreign foes To>day disbdief and malcontent are 
rampant in the Fatherland to a heretofore unheard-of 
degree , consequently I may call upon yon at any time to 
shoot down and strike to the ground [m^dersUchen) your 
own relatives — father and mother sisters and brothers My 
orders in that respect must be executed cheerfully and with 
out grumbling like any other command I may issue. You 
must do your duty no matter what your hearts* dictates 
are. And now go home and attend to yout new duties.* 

I came upon this document qmte acadentally the 
Empress having ordered me to fetch from the desk in the 
Kaiser’s study the calendar whereon his Majestjr*3 engage- 
ments m and out of town are registered — if I am not mis- 
taken my august mistress desired to know the date of the 
Torgau jubilee (November 35 ) — and the precious com 
position was wntten on blank spaces between the dates I 
had to examine. “ Monstrous I * I thought, reading over 
for the second time what Wniiam had the folly to indite 
and not wit enough to keep to himself my heart tremWed 
with anxiety for both country and Emperor And to 
think that he memorised this murderous self apotheosis 
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within cni=;hot of his \Mfc, and with his innocent babies 
sleeping al>o\c! And I — in\ oliinlar}^ keeper of a state 
secret ! 

It troulilcd me a good deal diinng the night, but next 
morning''^; news quickly took the load off my shoulders, for 
her Majesty remarked tliat the Kaiser w\as much pleased 
with tlic impression his speech had produced — that of 
stnking terror into the hearts of Socialists and others 
opjioscd to the impcnal will 

“ But does not 3 our Majesty fear misinterpretation on 
the part of Die over-7calous ^ ” I asked , “ the papers are 
filled with reports about bmtalitics in the army, and about 
the o\ Cl bearing conduct of the military at all times At 
the un\ciling of the Schloss Fountain m Berlin, I even 
heard a nimour that a Mr. Vanderbilt came near being 
shot w^hile dnving toward the Ncues Palais.” 

That was a lighted match into a pow’der-barrel ! Her 
Majest}’’ caused inquiries to be made at once, and mean- 
w'hilc got all her ladies together to discuss the exigencies 
of the ease Of course, m their opinion, it would not 
matter much if an ordinary mort.d is killed by a sentinel , 
but the nchest man in the w'orld ! — that was another thmg 
Would, in such a contingency, the United States declare 
war against Germany ^ 

The Countesses Basscwitz and Brockdorff wished it 
would, for the}'' have relatives m the navy , but when I 
suggested that the Yankees might prefer to take it out 
of German commerce, her Majest}’- became thoughtful. 

“ I have heard the Kaiser remark that the Vanderbilts 
could cnpple the finances of the entire universe,” she 
said , “ if that sentinel had shot him, his brothers and 
heirs might drive our good Miquel to suicide ” 

While we were talking, Kammerdiener Nolte arrived 
with the information of the Vanderbilt incident mentioned 
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m the beginning of this chapter, and additional news that 
Court -marshal von Mirbach had especially advised the 
milli onaire that it was impossible to view the palace at the 
time, owing to the presence of the Empress 

RevenoiiS d nos mouions after this excnraon into the 
realms of state secrets and troubled finance. The Nenes 
Pal a is I tried to explain, is but rarely open to the pnbhc, 
and those fifty-eight rooms, of a total of two hundred 
inhabited by their Majesties, are, as a matter of conrse, 
closed against intruders at all times If, however the 
ordmary run of visitors were permitted to view the private 
apartments of the imperial couple they would quickly 
come to the conclusion that like a good fxdaiamiluis, 
the Kaiser allows his wife to keep for heiseU all bibelots 
and curios magnificent Booles and quaint rococos which 
past generations of royal HohemoUenis have hoarded np, 
and likevWse the most beauftfol pieces of formfnre and 
treasures of art newly acquired with the first wniiain's 
amassed fortune. 

The Kaiser’s upstairs study is a large, lofty room 
and being the rostrum from which the Empire and the 
whole vrortd in general are addressed (who knows not the 
date line “ Given at the Neues Palais ?) I may be 
pardoned for describing it in detaD The walls of this 
histone chamber are hung with light-green damask faded 
to such an extent as to make the stuff look shabby in 
spots and the fumitnre is upholstered in the same matenal 
net curtains through the open work of which green 
nbbons mn frame the windows two m number while 
the silk over-curtains are drawn back for the greater part 
of the time. Near the door leading into the reception 
room rises one of those immense black marble mantels 
that we encounter everywhere in the castle — a fact further 
ing the suspicion that the builder economically inclined 
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Frederick JI , ordered them by the gre^s at a discount. 
Tlicre IS a ‘^innll bron/c clock on the mantel between two 
candelabra, ]Ust as if thi'i was the parlour of Herr Rcchts- 
anwalt S'innidt, or Frau Schlaclitenneistcr Schultze, 
and near the fire-place is the Emperor’s wntmg-lable, a 
big, clumsy walnut afiair w’lth machine-turned feet, and 
tnmming^: such as may be found m an} well-regulated 
hou'=:ehold in German} The Berliner calls this monster 
of ‘^tilted inclcgancy “ Diplomat’s Desk,” for wbat special 
reason I do not know . When the Kaiser sits here, 
he has his back toward the windows, while to the 
right of him mighty folding-doors lead into a dressing- 
room, winch m turn connects wath their l^Iajesties’ joint 
sleeping apartment. 

The hangings of the low’cr wall opposite the mantel 
are hidden behind two immense Boule chests of drawers 
with grc} marble tops, specimens of the onginal Charles 
Boule’s handiwork, according to the register m the Court- 
marshal’s olTice They ha\c a veneer of tortoise-shell 
backed by gold bronze, and the wood is as hard as iron 
One of these chests the Kaiser turned into a sort of pigeon- 
hole for his official correspondence 

Tlie tops of these beautifully-modelled antiques, as 
w^ell as that of the ugly Berlin-made desk, are hterally 
covered wath manne Mew's, charcoal sketches, and photo- 
graplis of beautiful w^omen, framed and unframed. As 
IS well knoivn, both their Majesties have a passion for 
photography , but while her Majesty collects photographs 
indiscnminately, the Kaiser show's a decided partiality 
for those of charming w'omen. True, he honours men 
in the service of the Court or government, or of social 
renown, quite frequently by requests for pictures ; but 
on receiving them he mvanably shuts them away where 
the flies cannot get at them, while portraits of handsome 
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pnnccsses and other fair ones who made- an impression 
upon the imperial mmd are everywhere in Wilham*s rooms 
— figures large and small, in aH sorts of costumes or even 
distinguished by an absence of such plam pictures silver 
prints in colours or pamted over , personal gifts, in 
scribed with sweet sentiments or the output of art stores 

Among the likenesses regnlaiiy found on the Emperor’s 
writing table, no matter whether he is at home or in his 
private car or visiting with relatives arid friends is one 
of the Duchess of Aosta, n/d Letitia. Bonaparte, remark 
able for the fact that her Imperial EQghness’s overfiov 
ing bust is uncovered except for a collar of pear-shaped 
pearls For this portrait the Kaiser professes a special 
hkmg because, he saj^ it reminds him of a certain master 
piece representing Letitia’s great-grand-aunt, the Empress 
Josephine, ' Don t you thmXc it does ? he once, after 
a lengthy dissertation on the point, asked his wife, who 
cordially detests her consm of Aosta 

* Maybe, answered her Majesty ' but Josephine 
might have exposed herself with impunity for I under 
stand she had breasts of wax. 

Another picture of the Duchess usually found on the 
Emperor’s desk, is on more conventional Imes, but, like 
the first it exhibits L^titia’s magnificent arms and fine 
hands to perfection The significance of this will be 
shown m another chapter ■where the Kaiser s relations to 
the fair sex are discussed. 

Other picture favourites of his Majesty are the Grand 
Duchess Vladimir Lady Dudley that little Mane of 
Edinburgh” whom Wflham admires so much on account 
of her motherly labours m the interest of a Roumanian 
dynasty the Princess of Wales m Court dress her finely 
chiseDrf shoulders laden with jewels and Fraulein I'on 
Bfickhn daughter of the Prussian GenemL 
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Thi< \oiJng Indy figures occasionally in living pictures, 
arranged by incmbci-s of the Court society for chanty 
purposes, and, with her nch Titian hair, big blue C3^es, 
and chaste figure, is, perhaps, the most beautiful German 
girl of the penod. The Kaiser likes her best in antique 
Greek cost lime, and Fi.uilcin \on Bocklin is under orders 
to send to his Maja'^ty a specimen copy of ever}’^ photo- 
grapli she has taken. 

I ha\c almost forgotten to include m the above list 
the beautiful Countess Goertz, of whom more later 

In fiont of a sofa with metal feet and frame stands a 
inarqnctcrrc table of many-coloured woods inlaid, and of 
\cr}^ unique Holland design, which, needless to say, is 
an inhcnlancc from the great Frederick, who seems to 
have been the onl}^ Prussian King endowed wath a sense 
of the trul}'' beautiful 

To complete the inventory of the room, w^hich is far 
from luxurious, or even cos}^ it is but necessary to mention 
three or four armchairs, a big pier-glass with a marble con- 
sole between the window's, a crj'stal chandeher hanging 
from the gilded ceiling, and a lounge with a profusion of 
loose cushions The lounge, by the w'ay, is worthy of 
kings “ that have no use for dressing-gowns,” as the 
Court-marshal of William I. once wrote to an enterpnsmg 
tailor wlio had presented his late Majesty \vith an elaborate 
morning-wrapper. It is far too narrow and short to accom- 
modate even so small a man as the Kaiser, and recalls the 
benches m the Sans Souci picture-gallery, which were bmlt 
with the idea of producing the greatest possible amount of 
discomfort, so that the King’s pages occupying them might 
not fail asleep. 

A richly gilded folding-door connects the study with a 
reception-room, which latter is chiefly notable for the air 
of inoccupancy pervading every nook and comer of the 
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pnnccssea and other fair ones who made an impresion 
upon the imperial mmd are everywhere m William’s rooms 
— figures large and small m aH sorts of costumes or even 
distinguished by an absence of such plain pictures silver 
prints m colours or painted over, personal gifts, tn 
senbed with sweet sentiments or the output of art stores 

Among the hkeuesses regularly found on the Emperor s 
vmtmg table, no matter whether he is at home or in his 
pnvate car or visitmg with relatives and tnends is one 
of the Duchess of Aosta, n/d Lehtia Bonaparte, remark 
able for the fact that her Imperial Highness’s overflow 
mg bust 13 uncovered excgit for a collar of pear-shaped 
pearls For this portrait the Kaiser professes a special 
liking because, he says, it reminds him of a certam master 
piece representing Letitia s great-grand-aunt, the Empress 
Josephme, Don t you think it does ? ’ he once, after 
a lengthy disertatioa on the point, asked his wife, who 
cordially detests her cousin of Aosta 

‘ Maybe, answered her Majesty but Josephine 
might have exposed herself with impunity for I under 
stand she had breasb of wax.’ 

Another picture of the Ducheffi usually found on the 
Emperor’s desk is on more convenbonal lines bat, hke 
the first it exhibits Letitia’s magnificent arms and fine 
hands to perfection The significance of this wili he 
shown m another chapter where the Kaisers relations to 
the fair sex are discussed 

Other picture favourites of his Majesty ore the Grand 
Duch^ Vladimir Lady Dudley that httle Mane of 
Edinburgh * whom WUUam admires so much on account 
of her motherly labours m the interest of a Roumanian 
dynasty the Prmcess of Wales In Court dress her finely 
chiselled shoulders laden ^nth Jewels and FrSuleln von 
Bhcklm daughter of the Prussian General 
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This young lady figures occasionally in hving pictures, 
arranged by members of the Court society for chanty 
purposes, and, with her nch Titian hair, big blue eyes, 
and chaste figure, is, perhaps, the most beautiful German 
girl of the penod The Kaiser hkes her best m antique 
Greek costume, and Fraulem von Bocklin is under orders 
to send to his Majesty a specimen copy of every photo- 
graph she has taken. 

I have almost forgotten to include m the above hst 
the beautiful Countess Goertz, of whom more later 

In front of a sofa with metal feet and frame stands a 
marquetene table of many-coloured woods inlaid, and of 
very unique Holland design, which, needless to say, is 
an inheritance from the great Frederick, who seems to 
have been the only Prussian King endowed with a sense 
of the truly beautiful 

To complete the inventory of the room, which is far 
from luxurious, or even cosy, it is but necessary to mention 
three or four armchairs, a big pier-glass with a marble con- 
sole between the windows, a crystal chandeher hanging 
from the gilded ceihng, and a lounge with a profusion of 
loose cushions The lounge, by the way, is worthy of 
kmgs “ that have no use for dressing-gowns,” as the 
Court-marshal of WiUiam I once wrote to an enterpnsmg 
tailor who had presented his late Majesty with an elaborate 
mormng-wrapper. It is far too narrow and short to accom- 
modate even so small a man as the Kaiser, and recalls the 
benches m the Sans Souci picture-gallery, which were built 
with the idea of producing the greatest possible amount of 
discomfort, so that the King’s pages occupying them might 
not fall asleep 

A nchly gilded folding-door connects the study with a 
reception-room, which latter is chiefly notable for the air 
of moccupancy pervading every nook and comer of the 
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great bam like apartment As a matter of fact the Kaiser 
nses it merely for a passage-way to the adjommg Marble 
Hall» where presents and newly bought stnfe for decora 
tion pictures or funuture, are placed on exhibition until 
their Ma]e3tie3 deade where they shall go, while visitors 
and fnends are usually received in the lecture-room on 
the ground floor, so called because there ministers of state 
and others dehver verbal reports or take orders on current 
business, and listen to his Majesty’s sublime conceptions 
of things 

The upper room is sparsely furnished with aim-chairs 
and sofas perhaps a hondied years old, but none the 
more valuable on that account , for neither the mulb 
coloured pattern of the damask covering nor the carved 
frames exhibit refined taste or originality As m most 
rooms of the castle, the wall and window hangings are of 
the colour of the furniture, and the chandelier and mantel 
like those m the study 

How well X remember this now neglected room when 
not so many years ago durmg the life tune of the then 
Crown Pnnce I was a guest at the palace. That happy 
royal couple Frederick Wilham and Victoria, used it as 
an antechamber to the Marble Hall and in those 
the walls were draped with the grand tapestnes that 
Napoleon had presented to the Crown Princess That 
before her withdrawal from the castle Empress Fredcnck 
removed the gobelins and shipped them to her palace 
Hnter den Linden is but one of the many reasons why 
the son does not hke his thnfty mother Indeed history 
repeats itself constantly m the highest os well as the lowest 
strata of society The Smith and Brown families ore “ all 
tom up " because, at the apportioning of the estates 
Aunt Sarah or Cousin John grabbed an old clock or silver 
teapot which Uocle Cbaries had coveted The young 
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Kaiser admires tapestr}*, if he need not buy it himself, 
and thouglil Ins mother might leave the French Emperor’s 
gift vhcie it showed to great ad\anlagc Very natura%, 
Victona licld a different view, and, presto I animosities 
scarce buried raised their heads again. If her Majesty 
had not been so quick about it, William might have en- 
forced against his own mother the law providing that 
articles of decoration attached to the w'alls cannot be 
taken away by tenants 

We now* retrace our steps to the study, and from there 
enter the Kaiser's dressing-room, treading all the wLile 
on the tlnckest and heaviest of carpets, irrespective of 
the season of the year, for the Kaiser detests the pro- 
\erbially slippery parquet of the Court, though, accoiding 
to a saying in vogue in Berlin, such a state of mind 
bespeaks an inherent inability to maintain one’s equili- 
bnum m most things. William, you must know', is never 
quite sure of his legs, the left one, as stated, being liable 
to give w'a}' at any time when his I^Iajcsty’s mind is not 
concentrated upon posing phj'sically as w'ell as mentally. 
There are, besides, even wuth a character so continuously 
on the alert as William II , hours in the day w'hen he hkes 
to unbend and throw off that dignity of demeanour for 
w'hich his pubhc and semi-pubhc appearance is noted , 
when he becomes a plain aristocrat hke the one whom he 
takes for pattern m all things, who became plain “ Fntz ” 
or “ Pantagruel ” after midnight, wdien the fnends of his 
Muse were expected to help the conqueror-kmg to forget 
the weight of greatness for a couple of hours. 

Though personally I could no more imagine the Kaiser 
associating with a lot of cynics and mountebanks, such as 
Fredenck kept to while away hours of leisure, than I 
would expect him to attend a state ceremony in undress, 
or with his mustache droopmg, I can assure you, that 
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in the seclusion of his chamber, he is a very different man 
from the one that even the membere of his titled house- 
hold know 

That he ordered his own living rooms carpeted through 
out IS against all tradition at the Berlin Court but as 
nobody who is anybody invades his sanctum why should 
he trouble ? The small soirees musicales, and receptions 
are invariably held in the Empress’s apartments or the 
semi-state-rooms of the parterre floor On these occa 
sions the Kaiser considers himself the chief guest he 
IS the cynosure of all eyes the pole-star that social and 
political na\ugators must for ever consult to avoid wreck 
there the drill-ground echo “ Attention ! ” perpetually 
dins m his ears Attention to your arm ” Attention, 
your Majesty your leg is giving way ” 

The strain must be awful and I am sure wben the 
Kaiser m his speeches continuously refers to the labours 
of his position he thmks of this mar ty rdom inflicted 'by 
his physical shortcomings rather than of the many him 
dred mfles he puts bet w e en himself and respectable enntn 
at his fireside though wishing the pubhc at all times to 
think he is fairly killing himself so that “ every peasant 
m the kingdom shall have a fowl m his pot on Sundays * 

The Kaiser’s dreffiing room is atnated directly above 
Emperor Frederick s death-chamber which latter now 
serves as a sort of comdor, from necessity rather than 
irreverence I should add for when the Ncnes Palais was 
built passage-ways leadmg to its great chambers were 
forgotten for the most part as King Frederick quarrelled 
with the architect and finished the castle according fo 
his own unprofessional notions The hangings fumitnre 
coverings and carpets are like those of the study green 
or red respectlvdy and here, too the damask is much 
the worse for wear m many places 
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As the \\indo\\'S of the chamber ovcrlnol: the brrinrk^ 
of the Lehr und \\ehr Battalion, hi'^ In dimply 

putting his head out of the window, could alann the 
gamson at any hour of the night or dn\ , but, <tr.inge 
to sajr, this fanc}’ never struck him, though he often tr.iwR 
half the night to chase some poor regiment in a wa_\>idc 
town or fortress out of Morpheus’s and n(a\en know^; 
whose arms at uneartlily hour? 

In a small alcove opposite tlie windows stand'- a single 
brass bedstead with spnng and hor?c-hair mattrcs‘?cs, who'?e 
Enghsh arrangement of sheets, blanket*?, and chamois 
cushions gives the sciwants jicrpctual cau‘?e for giumbhng*? 
To the left of the alcocc is the door lending into their 
Majesties’ joint bedroom, wliilc on tlic other side a large 
closet, bmlt in the wall, contains the Kaiser’s bodvhncn, 
not much of it All the historical half-dozen shirts a 
Prussian monarch or pnnee is entitled to arc there, but, 
Iwrnhih diclu, the article is innocent of cuffs, a commodity 
WiUiam attaches with the aid of buttons and pullc3^s, hke 
any poor heutenant Of socks, never above a dozen pairs 
are m use, half-j-ellow', half-brown, and, like the under- 
wear, of lisle thread ; but the Hohcnzollcm house law's 
evidently impose no restriction as to handkerchiefs, W'hich 
seem to come by the gross, all, like the slurts, draw'ers, and 
socks, msenbed ivith W ” and the royal crow'n 

While the modem articles of furniture heretofore men- 
tioned are of the most ordinary description — store-goods, 
and not the most expensive, either— his Majesty’s wash- 
stand IS of truly royal dimensions and elaborateness, 
occupying the best part of the rear wall at the side^ of 
the mantel It is rnade of hght wood, with an imposing 
marble top and shelves, decorated with handsome crystals 
^d silver boxes, carafes, brushes, and jugs. Was ever 
■Kmg of Prussia, or a Holy Roman Emperor of German 
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nationality, so well fixed in respect to toilet requisites ? 
And would Williain be that wonder of neatness to all the 
people m his employ if it were not for his English mother ? 
Such questions are constantly agitated m the palace among 
the servants as well as the ofBaals for the laundresses 
and especially the maids who attend to the royal chamber 
carrying up three flights of stairs the oceans of hot and 
cold water his Majesty requires contmuously during the 
day till late at night regard William s passion for cleanh 
ness as httle short of crime, and the Court marshal has his 
hands full pacifying the overworked and discharging the 
siilkj^ parbcularly those drag^ng the Empress Fredenc^ s 
name mto the discussion 

‘ I shonld think myself in heaven ’’ said my mistress 
some time ago after reading a magaime article to the effect 
that even the bedrooms of moderately pneed Amencan 
apartment houses are provided with ninning water hot 
and cold — I should think myself m heai-en if such were 
arranged for my husbands and my use not to mention 
the children’s and I am the Kaiserm — a Kaiserm she 
might have added, whose revenues are sequestrated to 
ostentation StiU we must not be thought to be un 
progressive at the Prussian Court. Compare Voltaire s 
wash bowl in the Monkey and Parrot Poom of Sons Soua 


with the corresponding ^ 3 table 

a finger bowl to an.r scarce one 

hundred and forty fJ the French 

poet*3 arrest m FranI 

There are - --hes by 

the score, on the of toilet 

waters or colognes, 
for the bath as w^' 

And with the ^ 

tenatic, he not om ■' 
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on its presence on the toilet-stand of every member of his 
household 

The Kaiser credits his clear complexion and the posses- 
sion of a remarkably white and smooth skm to the fact that 
he has used soap of a particular brand since earhest child- 
hood And, considering the several constitutional ailments 
he IS subject to, this simple means has mdeed done wonders, 
for, though WiUiam is usually pale, his skm is ever dear 
and wholesome, like that of an emmently healthy person 

To the luxurious washstand his Majesty’s bath furmshes 
a foimidable contrast, bemg an ordmary zmc tub, pamted. 
But the most astomshmg thmg about it is its pecuhar 
situation Let those who consider themselves Fortune’s 
graceless children because their neighbour’s house oi 
carnage or wife or diamonds are their neighbour’s, take 
courage m the thought that Germany’s Kaiser, twice a 
Kong, as many times a Grand Duke, eighteen tunes a 
Duke, three times a Margrave, once a Burgrave — ^what- 
ever that means nowadays — twice a Prmce, rune times a 
Count, and fifteen tunes a Seigneur, besides bemg a Bishop, 
bathes behmd a curtam m a stuffy comdor, the connect- 
ing-hnk between his dressmg-room and the conjugal bed- 
chamber That this statement almost challenges behef, 
I am not the last to appreaate, but can only reiterate 
its truth And, when you come to think it over, is it more 
starthng than the story relatmg to King Leopold’s bath 
m the Potsdam Stadt Schloss ? 

Court-marshal Liebenau was all m a flutter when, m 
August, 1890, his Bdgian Majesty came to return the 
Kaiser’s visit to Ostend, for his colleague of Brussels had 
mformed him that the sovereign gentleman was addicted 
to the daily bathmg habit, and demanded a hot bath at 
that Therei was, at that tune, only one royal palace 
available m town (the Kaisenn objected to entertaimng 
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nationality, so well fixed in respect to toilet requisite ? 
And would William be that wonder of neatness to all the 
people in his employ if it were not for his Kn g ligii mother ? 
Such questions are constantly agitated m the palace among 
the servants as well as the oflSaals for the laundresses 
and especially the maids who attend to the royal chamber 
carrymg up three flights of stairs the oceans of hot and 
cold water his Majesty requires contmuously dunng the 
day till late at night regard William’s passion for rlmnli 
ness as httle short of crime, and the Court mnrghAJ has his 
hands full pacifying the ovenrorked and discharging the 
sulky particularly those dragging the Empress Fredenclds 
name mto the discussion 

* I should thTTik myself m heaven ” said my mistress 
some tune ago after reading a maganne article to the effect 
that even the bedrooms of moderately pneed American 
aparfanent houses are provided with running water, hot 
and cold — I should think myself m heaven if such were 
arranged for my husbands and my use not to mention 
the children s and I am the Kaisenn, — a Kaiserm she 
might have added whose revenues are sequestrated to 
ostentation Still, we must not be thought to be un 
progressive at the Prussian Court. Compare Voltaire’s 
wash bowl m the Monkey and Parrot Room of Sons Soud 
with the corresponding commodity on the Kaiser’s table 
a finger bowl to an English bath and yet scarce one 
hundred and forty five years have passed smee the French 
poet 3 arrest In Frankfurt, 

There are basketfuls of sponges and skm-bmshes by 
the score on the marble shdves but not a sign of toDet 

waters or colognes *s soap serving all needed purposes 

for the bath as well as occasional ablations and 5ba\’ing 
And with the persistency that is William s chief charac 
tenstic, he not only nies the artide himsdf but insists 
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on its presence on tlie toilet-stand of every member of his 
household 

The Kaiser credits his clear complexion and the posses- 
sion of a remarkably white and smooth skin to the fact that 
he has used soap of a particular brand since earliest child- 
hood And, considenng the several constitutional ailments 
he IS subject to, this simple means lias indeed done wonders, 
for, though WiUiam is usuall}^ pale, his stan is ever clear 
and wholesome, like that of an eminentl}^ healtlty person 

To the luxuiious washstand his Majesty’s bath furnishes 
a formidable contrast, being an ordmarj'- zinc tub, painted. 
But the most astonishing thing about it is its pecuhar 
situation. Let those who consider themselves Fortune’s 
graceless children because their neighbour’s house or 
carnage or \wfe or diamonds are their neighbour’s, take 
courage in tlie tliought that Germany’s Kaiser, twice a 
King, as many times a Grand Duke, eighteen times a 
Duke, tliree times a Margrave, once a Burgrave — what- 
ever that means nowadays — tvace a Pnnce, nine times a 
Count, and fifteen times a Seigneur, besides being a Bishop, 
bathes belund a curtain m a stuffy comdor, the connect- 
mg'lmk between his dressing-room and the conjugal bed- 
chamber That this statement almost challenges behef, 
I am not the last to appreciate, but can only reiterate 
its truth. And, when you come to think it over, is it more 
starthng than the story relatmg to King Leopold’s bath 
m the Potsdam Stadt Schloss ? 

Court-marshal Liebenau was all m a flutter when, in 
August, 1890, his Belgian Majesty came to return the 
Kaiser’s visit to Ostend, for his colleague of Brussels had 
informed him that the sovereign gentleman was addicted 
to the daily bathing habit, and demanded a hot bath at 
that There was, at that time, only one royal palace 

available in town (the Kaiserm objected to entertaming 
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Leopold at her own house) and this the Stadt Schloss 
contained but a sm^e bath room which to further com 
phcate matters, is attached to the bndal suite where 
Prus si an princesses pass their first night of matrimonial 
bhss To lodge the old. debauchee in that sacred apart- 
ment which only once before had been defiled by a man 
who was not a bndegroom at the time of occupancy by 
Napoleon I was out of the question and if a cabinet 
was fitted up with the r^julatiou German bath tub and 
stove the Kmg would certainly poke fun at the ante- 
diluvian arrangement. 

What then could be done ? 

At last Liebenau hit upon a plan He set up a modem 
enough bath that was fed by a edd water tap and placed 
under one end of it a row of gas-]ets mtended to heat the 
water in the tub Should his Majesty find the bath too 
warm calculated the offiaaL with true native acumen he 
can moderate the heat by turning on the cold reservoir 

Now Leopold had enjoyed the previous night^s festivities 
very much and obs e r vin g m the mommg that his slightest 
wishes in regard to bodily comfort had been antiapated 
he rose m n^t good humour Stepping buoyantly mto 
his bath at the cool end and turning round he sat himself 
down at the other which, the gas having just been turned 
ofi, was nothing short of a furnace with the red-hot coals 
removed 

At the same moment an unearthly ydl rent the castle 
from Marble Hall to scullery the sentinels marching up 
and down before the great gate, called out the guard and 
dozens of officials and servants ran to the King’s suite 
of apartments, t hinking that his Majesty had been attacked 
At last the cries not ceasing Herr von Liebenau together 
with, the housekeeper and the kings adjutant took 
courage and burst into the bath room where they found 
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his Majesty dancing an impromptu Highland flmg, and 
war-whoopmg alternately m French and German for 
hmments and cold-cream What he said to the Court- 
marshal became knovm only after the latter’s dismissal 
and disgrace, for the sen^ants who heard his Belgian 
Majesty read him the index of Brehm’s “ Animal World ” 
never dared repeat the all-highest’s observations dunng 
Liebenau’s of&cial hfe 

As a further consequence of the mcident, it might be 
recorded that ICmg Leopold did not nde to the parade 
held m his honour that morning, but viewed the cere- 
momes from his window. 

If business or pleasure prevents the Kaiser from takmg 
his dip in the morning, he either bathes m the afternoon, 
or before or after supper, the stove must be ht at all 
times, day and mght, and a tablet of soap is consumed 
on each of these occasions After steppmg out, the Kaiser 
apphes to his body seveial gallons of cold water, in which 
sea-salt has been dissolved, bahng it rather labonously from 
a vessel near at hand 

Besides a barber’s chair, several armchairs, and the 
furmshmgs already descnbed, the dressmg-room contains 
little worth mentiomng, except a rare photograph repre- 
sentmg her Majesty m a traveUmg-wrap ; this was taken 
in Venice m 1890, after the impenal couple’s return from 
the Onent, and has never been pubhshed , but although 
it does not flatter the Kaisenn, none of her good-looking 
pictures are visible, while, on the other hand, all tables, 
consoles, and chests of drawers bear witness to the Kaiser’s 
vam passion for seemg himself pictured, all bemg hterally 
covered with photos showing his Majesty m every variety 
of costume — at the manoeuvres, on the parade-field, hunt- 
mg, saihng, or makmg his entry into some town or village 
amid the loyal shouts of the populace. 
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A pnnce like the Kaiser who owns a set of mufonns 
for each of the three hundred and odd Pruaian regiments 
horse foot and artillery, besides the ones appurtenant to 
the Bavarian, Wilrtemherg ami Saxony contingents, not 
to mention the Austrian English Russian, Roumanian 
Spanish Turkish and Swedish armies that enrolled lus 
name as colonel general or field marsh al — the proprietor 
of such an of&aal wardrobe needs of conrse most ex 
tensive store rooms for his mulh-coloured and 

gold laced treasures and that they are magnificently cared 
for goes without saying 

Space forbids mmute description of the mterestmg 
collection which moreover can never be complete, as 
the European nuUtarv Minotaur feeding on seven mihions 
of men annnally — the original m the Cretan lahynnth was 
satisfied with seven ycniths and an equal number of virgins 
— keqn on expanding m other words as new types of 
uniforms and arms are constantly mvcnted and added 

And when I say that the Emperor owns uniforms of 
ah Prussian and almost an equal number of foreign regi 
ments, not forgetting by the way that he is lord of the 
sea in Germany Great Britain Russia and Sweden — 
digmhes that carry with them rocked hats broadswords 
and da g g e rs blue cloth and silver and gold lace galore — 

I do not refer to the gannents alone but Include all the 
ornaments badges sashes side-anns caps helmets cmlos 
busbies Gcapkas burganets sabres, cuirasses, shoulder 
pomts knots and epahlettes silver cords belts cartridge^ 
cases and laces belonging to gala full, and semi 
accoutrements 

AH these innumerable and expensive accessories— a 
single pair of shoulder knots often costs more than the 
uniform itsdf— must be on hand and ready for use at 
any given time as bright and as good as new Do you 
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begin to understand why the Emperor is for ever imable 
to make both ends meet with an income of sixteen milhon 
marks per 3^ear ^ How tunes have changed with these 
Prussian kings ! 

The great Fredenck’s entire wardrobe was “ sold to a 
Jew for three hundred Thalers,” and among the lot were 
the identical coat, breeches, and boots he wore at Rossbach. 
Wlien, to come dovm to our own penod, the late Wilham I. 
desired to be photographed m the umform of the Garde 
du Cofps, one of lus officers had to lend him a cuirass, 
his Majesty refusing to go to the expense of buymg one 
And these monarchs won more battles than the present 
Kaiser has earned, or even offered, racmg-cups 

As Lafayette raised a fngate and crew at his own ex- 
pense to assist the young American repubhc, so could 
Wilham eqmp the marines of a first-class battle-ship, or 
the officers of ten army corps, from his wardrobe without 
bemg reduced to nakedness He owns, besides those 
alluded to, scores of costumes adapted to vanous sports, 
numberless umforms of yacht clubs m Germany and 
England, and last, but not least, an astoundmg array of 
plam clothes, with accompaniments of hats, gloves, ties, 
canes, shoes, buttons, and scarf-pins, which for each suit 
are especially selected, forming part of the garment, as 
it were , but this over-abundance of things is far from em- 
barrassing the young megalomamac, who, qmte to the con- 
trary, enriched the olla-podnda of this rainbow hecatomb 
of orgamsed vamty, tmselled m spots and real m others, 
where the hon’s skm edges the fox’s and the hare’s, by 
a new and ongmal effort, called “ hunt uniform,” hideous 
in cut and colour, and which is occasionally bestowed 
by royal warrant upon some much-envied nobleman as a 
mark of special favour 

To sum up, I will mention that the Emperor’s foreign 
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Timfonng alone occupied m 1895 two immense rooms 
pediaps an approximate idea of the extent of the clothes 
m stock can be gathered therefrom In the Neues Palais 
only regimentals m constant demand are kept, and these 
fill an imposing hall separated from the dressmg-room by 
folding-doors 

A Kammerdxener is in constant attendance there from 
early morning till mght, so that the Kaiser is able to 
change his uniforms with the same celerity as his mmd 



CHAPTER IV 


HOUSE REGULATIONS — ^WILLIAM II AS A FAMILY MAN — 
WILLIAM 11. AND M HERBETTE, THE FRENCH AM- 
BASSADOR. 

One day, in the \wnter of 1892, when the Court was estab- 
hshed m Berlin, I undertook to present to her Majesty 
“ the all-submissive ” compliments of the Countess Brock- 
dorff, asking leave to be excused from second breakfast 
“ Tell her Excellency that she has my permission, and 
wtli pleasure, and that nothing would smt me better 
than to have her and the whole lot of them stay away 
from my table all the year round,” said Auguste Victona, 
with a haughty shrug of the shoulders 

Bemg one of the “ lot,” I was surpnsed and vexed at 
this outburst “ If that remark was intended seriously, I 
beg to offer my resignation,” I said, “ and I am sure the 
Countess and other associates and all functionaries wiH 
follow'’ smt, seeing that, for some unkno-wn reason, we 
have had the misfortune to mcur your Impenal Majesty’s 
displeasure ” 

“ No, no * ” cned the Kaiserin , “ I am very fond of 
you, and there is not one m the suite whom I dislike ; 
but. Countess, can you not see that a woman, even though 
she be an Empress, wan-ts her husband to herself once in 
a while ^ 

“ I have begged his Majesty a thousand tunes to take 
at least one meal besides breakfast alone with me and 
the children ; I reminded him of the happy family hfe 

55 



56 PRIVATE LIVES OF 

in his own fatLePs Eonae where, exc^t when guests were 
present, the Crown Pnnce and Princess and aH the rhn 
dren occupied one table, while the suite sat at another 
So both master and retinue enjoyed perfect freedom at 
this pleas an test of meetings , but the Kaiser will not 
hear of it To compare his Court with that of his parents 
13 as ridiculous as to liken the establishment of some petty 
contemporary pnnce to that of Louis XIV he says ’ 

‘ According to the Ouchess of Orleans, Charlotte Eliza 
beth of Bavana, the Grand Monarque would have no one 
at his table but members of the royal family * I observed- 

The Empress rose eiatedly Is that authentic ? * 
she cned 

‘ Your Majesty will find it m the Duchess’s memoirs 
and no doubt also m some of her Utters to the first 
Queen of Prussia, kept m our archives ” 

I am under great obligatiom to you for tins mfor 
mation said her Majesty holding out her hand which 
I kissed ‘ my good Knesebeck shall look the matter up 
to-day — at once Do not fail to send for him I beg of 
jrou when going ouh But,** continued the royal lady 
and the expression of her face fell will the Kaiser care 
one way or another ? You know he thinks it due to his 
position to maintain a certam state at all times and 
so our meals — the few we have together — are made semi 
public functions by the presence of officials and strangers 
while my poor children are perpetually kept upstairs and 
hardly see their father ’* 

Her Majestj^s complaint is only too well founded- 
With the exception of first breakfast all meals in the 
palace are presided over by the marshal du ^our cither 
Baron von Lynckcr or Herr von Egloffstem while two 
imperial adjutants Grand mistress \'on Brockdorff t\\-o 
ladles of the Court, and one of the Kaiser’s and the 
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Kaisenn’s chamberlains are bound to attend Besides, all 
members of their Majesties’ titled entourage have the 
entree to the royal board, and are expected to avail them- 
selves of tins prerogative as often as possible, whether on 
duty or not 

That, under the circumstances, the sociable features 
are lost sight of and the stately character of the affair 
becomes emphasised, is self-evident, the more so as there 
are alwa}^ guests, their number varying between two and 
fourteen, or even twenty, on ordinary days 

The house regulations provide that a hst of invited 
persons be presented to the Empress and her ladies early 
every mormng, so that they can dress accordmgly , but 
my expenence shows that it will never do to wear 
anything but one’s semi-toilettes at table, whether the 
bulletin announces a brace of nobodies or half-a-dozen 
ministers and ambassadors, for, at the last moment, his 
Majesty may bring m the Chancellor, some sovereign or 
prmce travelling incognito, or a whole host of fine-lookmg 
young officers whom he may have come across on one of 
his ndes or outings, or who happen to report at the palace 
about meal-tunes His habit of issumg these mvitations, 
however, does not necessanly imply that WiUiam is a 
hospitable man , maybe he does not care a snap of his 
fingers for the individuals dragged to the gilded chair of 
ennui by “ aU-highest command ”, he mvites these gentle- 
men merely because they promise diversion, either by 
reason of their personahty, or by information or gossip 
in their possession — and an5rthing to escape the monotony 
of our daily surroundings, is the Kaiser’s continuous prayer 

If his wife and her ladies are embarrassed, so much 
the worse for them As to the cuisme, it is its busmess 
to be prepared for emergencies But one must study the 
face of the Court-marshal, when five or ten mmutes before 
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dinner or snpper tune half a-doien or twice as many 
extra covers have to be laid, to appreaate the amoimt 
of labour that these imperial surprise parties call for 

It 13 not a mere matter of lengthening or broadening 
a table, and mcreasing the quantity of plate crystal, and 
silver but frequently the entire order of the seats must be 
changed each guest, save one being entitled to tnranph 
over the other by reason of his patent of nobflity his rani 
in the army or on account of the orders and decorations 
he may possess Think of the work involved of the danger 
the Ma]or-domo is runnmg ! I can aKnre the reader that 
no of&aal of Emperor \^Iliam*3 Court * would die of 
ennut if unable to fill np his or her tune with ceremonies, * 
Goethe notwithstanding Our Court-marshals above aH, 
must have memones of unusual capaaty, patience enough 
to stock a hospital and some common sense besides, and 
even then mistakes are sometimes made 

There was Count Perponcher old Emperor William’s 
perennial grand master for instance Of the two first 
named qualifications this digmtaiy was possessed to a 
marked degree only m the latter virtue did he prove 
defiaent on one histoncal occasion when dunng Caar 
Alexander’s visit to Berlm in 1888 he seated Bismarck 
at a state banquet among the scions of the lower nobility, 
giving precedence to a lot of nonentities because theu 
names fignre m the second part of the Almanach dc Gotha 
while the Chancellor’s is m the third 

His Grace did not say a word m protest at the time, 
bnt when a year or so later (in August, 1889) Emperor 
Francis Joseph returned the newly made Kaiser’s visit 
he took his revenge. Not only was Count Eulenburg 
Perponcher’s successor politely ordered to place the Pnnee 
where he belonged, opposite the two Emperors but to 
further emphasise his position at Court and in the state 



WILLIAM II. AND HIS CONSORT 


59 


Bismarck chose to come two minutes after their Majesties 
and aU the august company had been busy with their soup. 

Eulenburg and the rest of the goldsticks were pale with 
terror and indignation, but Bismarck cut short their timid 
remonstrances with a haughty “ Quod licet Jovi, non licet 
hovi ; ” in pohte Enghsh : Calm yourself, no ordinary 
mortal wiE dare imitate Jupiter’s audacious step. 

These repasts at the Berlm Court, whether of the noon, 
evemng, or mght order, are, as mtimated, the very re- 
verse of convivial, and are not very elaborate as to menu, 
either, for hstless weariness hangs over the majestic board 
hke a black pall, checking every individual effort The 
women sit as if encased in the tightest of corsets up to 
their throats, the men — 

“ a wooden, pedantic race, 

In every motion displaying 

The same nght angle, and in the face 

A fngid conceit betraying 

They sit about stiffly, as though upon stilts, 

Stuck up as straight as a needle, 

Appeanng as if they had swallowed the stick 
Once used as the best means to wheedle 
Yes, ne’er has entirely vanished the rod, 

They carry it now inside them ” — Heine 

But this starchy demeanour is not confined to the 
retinue and guests , Emperor and Empress, sittmg oppo- 
site each other, are as ceremomous and formal as any of 
the rest of the company who hang upon the “ aU-highest ” 
eyes and hps with such assidmty as to preclude enjoy- 
ment of the things set before them, 

“ Three weeks’ table duty suffices to rum any one’s 
digestion,” is a sa5nng at Court, and, it nnght be added, 
“ it’s enough to spoil one’s savoir-vivre too.” In the 
fashionable restaurant at the Hotel de Rome, m Berhn, a 
httle old man was pointed out to me by a fnend from 
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dumer or supper tnne half-a-doxen or twice as many 
extra corers have to be laid to appreciate the amount 
of labour that these imperial surprise parties call for 

It is not a mere matter of lengthening or broadenmg 
a table, and mcreasing the quantity of plate, crystal, and 
sflver but frequently the entire order of the seats must be 
changed each guest, save one being entitled to triumph 
over the other by reason of his patent of nobility his rank 
m the army or on account of the orders anH decorations 
he may possess Think of the work mvolved of the danger 
the Ma]or-domo is running ! I can assnre the reader that 
no of&dal of Emperor William’s Court would die of 
ennut if unable to fill up his or her time with ceremonies,” 
Goethe notwithstanding Our Court marshals above all, 
must have memones of unusual capaaty patience enough 
to stock a ho^ital and some common sense besides, and 
even then mistakes are sometimes made. 

There was Count Perponcher old Emperor Williams 
perenmal grand master for Instance, Of the two first 
named qualifications tins digmtary was possessed to a 
marked degree only in the latter virtue did he prove 
defiaent on one histoncal occasion when during Cxar 
Alexander’s visit to Berlin in 1888 he seated Bismarck 
at a state banquet among the saons of the lower nobility 
giving precedence to a lot of nonentities because thar 
names figure m the second part of the Almanach de Gotha, 
whfle the Chancellor’s is m the third 

Ha Grace did not say a word in protest at the tune 
but when a year or so later (m August, 1889) Emperor 
Frauds Joseph returned the newly made Kaiser’s 
he took his revenge Not only was Count Eulcnburg 
Peiponcher*s successor politely ordered to place the Pnnee 
where he belonged opposite the two Emperors but to 
further emphasise position at Court and in the state 
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l^ut tins 'Starchy clenicaiiour i'^ not confined to the 
retinue and gue=b; Iiinperor and Icniprc^S ‘^‘tting oppo- 
site each other, are as ccrcmoniou'^ and formal as any o^ 
the rest of the comjinny wlio liang iijion tlic “ all-lughest 
^yes and bps ^\Itll such as'^iduitv as to preclude enjoy 
ment of the things set before them. 

“Three weeks’ table duly suffices to rum 
*gftion,” .s a saymg at Court, and, .t ^dd^’ 

Its enough to spoil one’s savoir-vtvrc too. ^ 

fashionable restaurant at tlie Hotel de Rome, m » 
little old man wn.; nnf to me by a fnen 
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dumer or sapper tune halfa-doren or twice as many- 
extra covers have to be laid, to appreciate the amount 
of labour that these imperial surprise parties call for 

It 13 not a mere matter of lengthening or broadenmg 
a table and increasing the quantity of plate, crystal, and 
silver but frequently the entire order of the seats must be 
changed each guest, save one bemg enbtled to tnumph 
over the other by reason of his patent of nobihty his rank 
m the army, or on account of the orders and decorations 
he may possess Think of the work mvolved of the danger 
the Ma]or-domo is running I I can assure the reader that 
no ofQaal of Emperor VTIliam’s Court would die of 
ennw if unable to fill up his or her tune with ceremonies 
Goethe notwithstanding Our Court marshals above aH, 
must have memones of unusual capaaty pabence enough 
to stock a ho^tal and some common sense besides, and 
even then mistakes are somebmes made. 

There was Count Perponcher old Emperor \Vniiam*s 
perennial grand master for instance. Of the two first 
named qualificabons this digmtary was possessed to a 
marked d^ree only m the latter virtue did ho prove 
defiaent on one histoncal occasion when during Czar 
Alexander’s visit to Berim m 1888 he seated Bismarck 
at a state banquet among the sdons of the lower nobflity, 
giving precedence to a lot of noncnbties because them 
names figure m the second part of the Almanach de Gotha 
while the Chancellor’s is m the third 

His Grace did not say a word m protest at the tune, 
but when, a year or so later (in August, 1889) Emperor 
Francis Joseph returned the newly made Kaiser’s visit 
he took his revenge Not only ivas (k)imt Eulcnburg 
Perponcher’s successor politely ordered to place the Pnuce 
where he belonged opposite the two Emperors but to 
further emphasise his posibon at Court and in the state 
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m an undertone from time to time, wliile painfully alert, 
that none of lus Majesty’s jokes and mnuendoes escape 

her. 

William seldom speaks to his wfe directly, except to 
say that he hkes or dishkes her costume ; and if she asks 
questions, he answers m a tone that forbids further con- 
versation; quite frequently he does not reply at all, 
turmng his left ear toward the Empress and affecting not 
to hear her. 

As such moments, when pnde and love must rage 
in her bosom, we all feel deeply for her jMajesty. Some- 
times she appears ready to cry in the face of eveiy^body , 
but the woman m her must for ever give way to the Queen, 
and so she swallows her mortification, sits stih, and smiles, 
her httle grey eyes langmdly fixed on the husband so 
eager to shme as a humounst 

Ah, the sorry attempts at jesting that guests at the 
royal board must endure 1 By reehng off any absurdity 
that may come mto his head, the Kaiser tnes “to put 
hfe mto the company,” as he calls it, and Ins remarks, 
usually addressed to one of the adjutants, provoke peals 
of laughter, as a matter of course, as soon as the author 
gives the cue for hilanty by accentuating the end of his 
speech with a roar. The person spoken to must pay 
back m the same com, and, naturally, does his best, for 
his Majesty admires nothmg so much as the gift of re- 
partee But for all that, the rejoinder is frequently as 
weak, or weaker even, than the pleasantry that occasioned 
it It is one thmg to be a lord among wits, and another 
to be a wit among lords 

“Why IS my big brother like the Fhegende Blatter 
in a foreign country ? ” asked Prmce Henry of a small 

circle of sympathismg relatives durmg a recent visit of 
our Court m Kiel. 
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the provinces “ I am astonished *’ said my escort “ that 
they allow so ill-mannered a person m this place * 

‘ Yon mean the white-haired and benbboned gentle- 
man m the comer ? ” 

The same, who swings his toothpick so ftmonsly ’ 

* Why, it 13 Connt chambeiiam to the Empress 

Frederick ” 

“ Really ? And who may be the gentieman with him 
who strokes his long mutton-chops over his soup-plate ? 

‘ That IS President, formerly Mlmster, von Puttkammer ’ 

Bnt they behave like pigs Do they learn that at 
the royal table ? ’ 

Nonsense m the presence of their Majesties they 
are under such awfnl restramt, that, off duty th^ let 
themselves loose, like boys escaped from boardmg-school, 
drmk out of their saucers and wipe their months on thcar 
sleeves * 

The guests and attendants at table are in gala or 
demi toilet, most of the younger officers being as tightly 
corseted as the ladies whfle all the men wear the narrowest 
of uniforms that scarcely allow them to breathe Add 
to this feeling of physical distress the o verp owe nn g 
anxiety of preparing for the supreme moment when the 
Kaiser or Kaiserm shall address one of them or give 
the signal for laughter and it will be obvious at once 
that takmg pot -luck with Prussians royalty has Its 
drawbacks 

But the most miserable person of the glittering assera 
blage IS she who wears the costhest gown the biggest 
diamonds At meal time the Kaiser chooses to make 
a display of his conversational gifts or his wit and 
Auguste Victona knows only too well that she cannot 
nvi the one, and that the other is out of her reach So 
she sits quietly addressing little nothings to her ladies 
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in an uildertone from time to tune, while painfully alert, 
that none of his Majesty’s jokes and mnuendoes escape 
her. 

WiUiam seldom speaks to his wife directly, except to 
say that he hkes or dishkes her costume , and if she asks 
questions, he answers m a tone that forbids further con- 
versation ; qmte frequently he does not reply at all, 
tu rnin g his left ear toward the Empress and aifectmg not 
to hear her 

As such moments, when pnde and love must rage 
in her bosom, we all feel deeply for her Majesty Some- 
times she appears ready to cry m the face of everybody ; 
but the woman m her must for ever give way to the Queen, 
and so she swallows her mortification, sits still, and smiles, 
her httle grey eyes langmdly fixed on the husband so 
eager to shme as a humounst 

Ah, the sorry attempts at jestmg that guests at the 
royal board must endure ! By reehng off any absurdity 
that may come mto his head, the Kaiser tries “to put 
hfe mto the company,” as he calls it, and his remarks, 
usually addressed to one of the adjutants, provoke peals 
of laughter, as a matter of course, as soon as the author 
gives the cue for hilanty by accentuatmg the end of his 
speech with a roar The person spoken to must pay 
back m the same com, and, naturally, does his best, for 
his Majesty admires nothmg so much as the gift of re- 
partee But for all that, the rejomder is frequently as 
weak, or weaker even, than the pleasantry that occasioned 
it It IS one thmg to be a lord among wits, and another 
to be a wit among lords 

“Why IS my big brother hke the Fhegende Blotter 
in a foreign country ^ ” asked Prmce Henry of a small 
circle of sympathismg relatives during a recent visit of 
our Court m Kiel 
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present Kaiser’s grossness of speech is notonous enough 
to find an echo in the impenal nursery 

An incident hke the one concerning the wicked Teckels, 
mentioned m another chapter, is at all times sure of royal 
appreciation Wilham wih talk for weeks about it, and 
neither his friends nor the digmtanes of state with whom 
he comes in contact are spared the recital, including 
disgustmg details Indeed, three-quarters of the tune 
when the pubhc imagmes William to be wresthng with 
problems of the day he sits on the bihiard-table m the 
descnbed attitude, with his adjutants and the chief 
members of his military and civil households standing 
around him, smokmg cigarettes and teUmg stones, and 
hstemng to tales affectmg personages of the Court and 
society here and abroad 

And while this lasavious tattle is earned on, her 
Majesty sits, perchance, m the Cup Room, magnificently 
gowned, kmttmg shapeless httle woollen caps for orphan 
asylums, and talking rehgion and cheap chanty schemes 
to her grand-master, Baron Mirbach, or to the much- 
beloved von der Knesebeck What contrasts ! what dis- 
simulation ! I often thought to m57self, when, bemg m 
attendance upon her Majesty, the echo of sneermg allusions 
to a fnend’s or acquaintance’s wife or daughter wafted 
past me through the door of the biUiard-room, left ajar 
by some lackey with his tray, or opened by the Kaiserm’s 
order, that she may feast her eyes on the husband she 
loves so well The head of the nation, whose unceasmg 
industry is the talk of the Contment, vainly tr5ung to 
kiU time with buffoonery , the sovereign lady, “ mother 
of the poor,” workmg penny caps m a gown the cost of 
which would keep for ten years the poor boy or gul for 
whom the kmtted thmg is mtended, and assure the httle 
one a splendid education 
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AH the highnesses, royal and otherwise gave it np 
“ Because ’* quoth Henry ** he is always sure of raising 
a laugh whether he offers something witty or mane. So 
it 13 with the Fli^ende BUUUr It has a reputation for 
being funny and where German is not understood is 
applauded indiscmninately ** ^ M 

Supper at the Court is no more entertaming than the 
midday meal the same stiff necked formahly the same 
strain after effect , the Kaiser endeavouring to be his 
own merry Andrew, the rest of the company dull for the 
most part As to the Empress she remains as impassive 
as ever smiling m her subdued manner , only her corsage 
13 considerably lower and she wears an extra handful or 
two of jeweb An extreme d^coUeU is her Majest5r’s strong 
pomt , hut, despite allurements of toilet and the assiduity 
with which her charms are set off WlHiam cannot be 
mduced to remam in hb wifes presence a minute longer 
than courtesy demands As soon as coffee is served (at 
Potsdam thb is done m the so-called Tassen Zimmer, an 
apartment modelled m the shape of a cup and the fumi 
tore of which is so constructed as to assbt that illusion) 
the Emperor takes himself off with hb men friends and 
attendants and repairs to the bilhaid room where he 
sits for hours with one on the table swinging the 
other to and fro while his adjutants and guests entertain 
him with imitations of music-hall and arcus people small 
talk, and droll stones of the coarsest gram reeking with the 
fume of the drill-grounds and the barrack mess 

This love of nsqtU stories is a Hohenxollere f a ilin g 
contemporary wnters agree that Frederick the Great 
shunned woman s soaety because it obliged him to bridle 
hb tongue and observe the ordinary decencies of life 
the ‘ romantic * Fredenck \VlllJam IV was a trafficker 
m classical and modem pornographic htcrature and the 
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present Kaiser’s grossness of speech is notorious enough 
to find an echo in the impenal nursery. 

An incident hke the one concerning the wicked Teckels, 
mentioned 111 another chapter, is at all times sure of royal 
appreciation William will talk for weeks about it, and 
neither his fnends nor the digmtanes of state wth whom 
he comes in contact are spared the recital, including 
disgusting details. Indeed, three-quarters of the time 
when the public imagmes Wilham to be wresthng with 
problems of the day he sits on the biUiard-table in the 
described attitude, with his adjutants and the chief 
members of his mihtary and civil households standmg 
around him, smoking cigarettes and telhng stones, and 
listemng to tales affecting personages of the Court and 
society here and abroad 

And while this lascivious tattle is earned on, her 
Majesty sits, perchance, m the Cup Room, magnificently 
gowned, kmttmg shapeless little woollen caps for orphan 
asylums, and talkmg rehgion and cheap chanty schemes 
to her grand-master, Baron Mirbach, or to the much- 
beloved von der Knesebeck. What contrasts ! what dis- 
simulation 1 I often thought to myself, when, being m 
attendance upon her Majesty, the echo of sneermg allusions 
to a friend’s or acquaintance’s wife or daughter wafted 
past me through the door of the bilhard-room, left ajar 
by some lackey with his tray, or opened by the Kaisenn’s 
order, that she may feast her eyes on the husband she 
loves so well The head of the nation, whose unceasmg 
industry is the talk of the Contment, vamly trying to 
kiU tune with bufroonery ; the sovereign lady, “ mother 
of the poor,” working penny caps m a gown the cost of 
which would keep for ten years the poor boy or girl for 
whom the knitted thing is mtended, and assure the httle 
one a splendid education 
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It 13 a saying at Court “ Give the 'Kaiser an np-to- 
date rendenng of the ‘Merry Jests of King Lotus XI * 
and yon will receive a standing invitation to accompany 
him on his Northland taps tell him somethnig more 
indehcate than the * Tattle of the Nuns of Poissy,’ and 
he will book yon for an ambaMadorship ” and that is 
no exaggeration as will be seen in the chapter on Wnham s 
boon companions 

The Kaiser^s inclmatioii for the Indicrons even mtmdes 
itself into bnsmess of state ” for as he considers his 
mmisteis but royal servants of high degree, so are Court 
functions r^arded by as him fuast affairs of government 
When I have to stand three or four hours to see a 
few thousand persons pass by I like to get some fun out 
of it, if possible, I heard him say to Court marshal Count 
Eulenburg when the latter reported, at the New YeaPs 
reception of 1896 that some sax thousand persons had 
made apphcation for the ^rand Cvur the Goman Draw 
mg Room 

‘ At your Majestj^s command * answered Eulenburg 
promptly and as the httle blonde courtier withdrew, 
the Kaiser turned to the Empre® '* What is this devil 
of an Eulenburg up to ? I asked him to make the Schltppen 
Cour endurable, and he positively smiled assent I hope 
he will not hire a troop of the great unwashed to mas- 
querade before us m the guise of Soaahst dqiuties ** 

The Court-marshal had of course, no thought of forcing 
things, but shrewdly surmised that among the thousands 
of new-comers armous to moke their first bow before 
royalty and among the old fnends ready to pay their 
respects at the begiiming of the season of fcstiMtics some 
one of a surety ^vould furnish food for amusement 

As it happened one of the persons to be presented 
was a Countess von Amim Countess \*on dcr Schulen 
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berg, who is exceedingly short-sighted Eulenburg knew 
her infirmity, and was, perhaps, thinking of it when 
smihng acquiescence to Wilham’s proposition At any 
rate, contrary to custom, he let her Ladyship proceed to 
the throne unguided, and she bravely passed both their 
Majesties without obeisance 

Everybody stared, and I confess m3^elf to having 
fdt extremely uncomfortable , but, happily, the Kaiser, 
remembermg his Court-marshal’s promise, overlooked the 
slight to his dignity 

“ Adieu^ gnadige Fran / ” his sharp voice rang out — 
“ adieu, and no matter if you have the advantage of us ” 

At the same moment, the poor Countess, who had 
meanwhile reached one of the embrasures of the windows, 
bowed to the ground, thinking that by this time she stood 
m front of the throne, and then, hearing the Kaiser’s sar- 
castic remark, promptly swooned 

Next day, at noon, she reported to Countess Brockdorff 
to submit her excuses, and was astomshed to learn that 
his Majesty had given orders to mvite her to dinner 
“ The Kaiser wants to have more fun with me I ” 
cned poor Amim 

“ Not at all , he desires to thank you for the diversion 
offered durmg that tedious ceremony ” 

“ I vouch for that,” said Eulenburg, when appealed to, 
“ and, in proof of his Majesty’s gracious feehngs, I extend 
the mvitation to mclude Madame’s charming daughter ” 
He added “ Whoever amuses the King cannot be too 
well treated ” 

And, as a matter of fact, the Countess and Fraulem 
were nearly smothered with kmdness by their Majesties , 

I do not know of any persons, comparative strangers, who 
were so well treated at Court as these ladies 

The Grand Cour of 1897 was hkewise reheved by a 

E 
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It IS a saymg at Court "Give the Kaiser an up-to- 
date rendering of the * Merry Jests of Louis XL * 
and yon will receive a standing invitation to accompany 
him on his Northland trips tell him something more 
indehcate than the ‘ Tattle of the Nuns of Poissy,* and 
he will book you for an ambassadorship , *’ and that is 
no exaggeration, as will be seen m the chapter on William s 
boon compamons 

The Kaiser’s inclination for the ludicrous even mtrudes 
itself mto business of state *’ for as he considers his 
ministers but royal servants of high degree, so are Court 
functions regarded by as him quast affairs of government 
When I have to stand three or fonr hours to sec a 
few thousand persons pass by I like to get some fun out 
of it, if possible," I heard him say to Court-marshal Count 
Eulenburg when the latter reported at the New Year’s 
reception of 1696 that some six thousand persons had 
made apphcation for the grand Cour the Gennau Draw- 
ing Room 

‘ At your Majesty’s command ' answered Eulenburg 
promptly and as the little blonde courtier withdrew, 
the Kaiser turned to the Empress What is this devil 
of an Eulenburg up to ? I asked him to make the Schhpptn 
Cour endurable, and he positively smiled assent I hope 
he will not hire a troop of the great unwashed to mas- 
querade before us in the guise of Socialist depubes ’ 

The Court marshal had of course, no thought of forcing 
things, but shrewdly sunnised that, among the thousands 
of new-comers anxious to make their first bow before 
royalty and among the old friends ready to pay their 
respects at the beginning of the season of fcsbwbcs some 
one, of a surety would furnish food for amusement 

As It happened one of the persons to be presented 
was a Countess von Amim Countess \‘on dcr Schulcn 
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berg, who is exceedingly short-sighted Eulenburg knew 
her infirmity, and was, perhaps, thinking of it when 
smihng acquiescence to Wilham’s proposition At any 
rate, contrary to custom, he let her Ladyship proceed to 
the throne unguided, and she bravely passed both their 
Majesties without obeisance. 

Everybody stared, and I confess m5^elf to having 
felt extremely uncomfortable , but, happily, the Kaiser, 
remembenng Ins Court-marshal’s promise, overlooked the 
slight to his digmty 

“ Adieu, gnadige Frau ! ” his sharp voice rang out — 
“ adieu, and no matter if you have the advantage of us ” 

At the same moment, the poor Countess, who had 
meanwhile reached one of the embrasures of the windows, 
bowed to the ground, thinking that by this time she stood 
m front of the throne, and then, hearmg the Kaiser’s sar- 
castic remark, promptly swooned 

Next day, at noon, she reported to Countess Brockdorfi 
to submit her excuses, and was astomshed to learn that 
his Majesty had given orders to invite her to dinner 
“ The Kaiser wants to have more fun with me I ” 
cried poor Amim 

“ Not at all , he desires to thank you for the diversion 
offered during that tedious ceremony ” 

“ I vouch for that,” said Eulenburg, when appealed to, 

“ and, m proof of his Majesty’s gracious feehngs, I extend 
the mvitation to mclude Madame’s charming daughter ” 
He added . “ Whoever amuses the Kmg cannot be too 
well treated ” 

And, as a matter of fact, the Countess and Fraulein 
were nearly smothered with kmdness by their Majesties , 

I do not know of any persons, comparative strangers, who 
were so well treated at Court as these ladies 

The Grand Cour of 1897 was hkewise reheved by a 

E 
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It 13 a saying at Court ** Give the Kaiser an up-to- 
date rendering of the * Merry of K’lng Louis XI 
and you vdll receive a standing invitation to accompany 
him on his Northland trips , tell him something more 
indehcate than the Tattle of the Nuns of Polssy’ and 
he will book 3roa for an ambassadorship , ” and that is 
no exaggeration as wiH be seen in the chapter on WUham^s 
boon companions 

The Kaiser’s mclmation for the ludicrous even intrudes 
itself mto * business of state* for as he considers his 
ministers but royal servants of high degree, so are Court 
functions regarded by as him quast affairs of govemmenh 
‘ When I have to stand three or four hours to see a 
few thousand persons pass by I hke to get some fun out 
of it, if possible * I heard him say to Court marshal Count 
Eulenburg when the latter reported at the New Year’s 
reception of 1896 that some sue thousand persons had 
made apphcatioa for the grand Cour the German I>mw 
mg Room 

‘ At your Majesty’s command ’* answered Eulenburg 
promptly and as the little blonde courtier withdrc^v, 
the Kaiser turned to the Empress * What 13 this devil 
of an Eulenburg up to ? 1 asked bun to make the Schlcppcn 
Cour endurable, and he positively smiled assent I hope 
he will not hire a troop of the great unwashed to mas- 
querade before us m the guise of Socialist deputies ** 

The Court marshal had, of course, no thought of forang 
things but shrewdly surmised that, among the thousands 
of new-comers anxious to make their first bow before 
royalty, and among the old fnends ready to pay their 
respects at the beginning of the season of fcstl\ntic 3 some 
one of a surety, \rould furnish food for amusement 

As it happened one of the persons to be presented 
was a Countos \oa Amim n/c Countess \'on dcr Schulcn 
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berg, who is exceedingly short-sighted Eulenbnrg knew 
her infirmity, and was, perhaps, thinking of it when 
sinihng acquiescence to WiUiam’s proposition. At any 
rate, contrary to custom, he let her Ladyship proceed to 
the throne unguided, and she bravely passed both their 
Majesties without obeisance 

Everybody stared, and I confess myself to having 
felt extremely uncomfortable , but, happily, the Kaiser, 
remembenng his Court-marshal’s promise, overlooked the 
slight to his digmty 

“ Adieu, gnadige Frau ! ” his sharp voice rang out — 
“ adieu, and no matter if you have the advantage of us ” 

At the same moment, the poor Countess, who had 
meanwhile reached one of the embrasures of the windows, 
bowed to the ground, thmkmg that by this tune she stood 
m front of the throne, and then, heanng the Kaiser’s sar- 
castic remark, promptly swooned. 

Next day, at noon, she reported to Countess Brockdorff 
to submit her excuses, and was astonished to learn that 
his Majesty had given orders to mvite her to dinner 

“ The Kaiser wants to have more fun with me I ” 
cried poor Armm 

“ Not at all ; he desires to thank you for the diversion 
offered dunng that tedious ceremony ” 

“ I vouch for that,” said Eulenburg, when appealed to, 

“ and, m proof of Ins Majesty’s gracious feelmgs, I extend 
the mvitation to mdude Madame’s charmmg daughter ” 
He added . “ Whoever amuses the Kmg cannot be too 
wen treated ” 

And, as a matter of fact, the Countess and Fraulem 
were nearly smothered with kmdness by their Majesties ; 

I do not know of any persons, comparative strangers, who 
were so well treated at Court as these ladies 

The Grand Cour of 1897 was hkewise reheved by a 

E 
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It IS a saying at Court * Give the Kaiser an np-to- 
date rendering of the ‘Meny Jests of King Loms XI ' 
and yon will receive a standing invitation to acxajmpany 
him on his North la nd trips teH him something more 
indehcate than the Tattle of the Nuns of Poissy * and 
he will book yon for an ambassadorship ’ nriij that is 
no exaggeration as will be seen in the chapter on William’s 
boon companions 

The Kaiser’s inclination for the ludicrous even intrudes 
Itself into ‘ busmess of state for as he considers his 
ministers but roval servants of hi^ degree, so are Court 
functions regarded by as him qxuist affairs of govemmenh 
‘ When I have to stand three or four hours to see a 
few thousand persons pass by I like to get some fun out 
of it, if passible ’ I heard him say to CourtHcnarshal Count 
Enlenbuig when the latter reported at the New Year’s 
reception of 1896 that some six thousand persons had 
made apphcation for the p’and Cout the German Draw 
mg Room 

At yonr Majesty’s command ** answered Eulenburg 
promptly and as the httle blonde courtier Nvithdrew, 
the Kaiser turned to the Empress * What is this devil 
of an Enlenburg up to ? I asked him to make the SchUppen 
Cour endurable, and he positively smiled assent, I hope 
he win not hire a troop of the great unvrashcd to mas- 
querade before us m the guise of Socialist deputies * 

The Court marshal bad of course, no thought of forcing 
things but shrewdly surmised that, among the thousands 
of new-comers anxious to make their tot bow before 
royalty and among the old friends ready to pay thdr 
respects at the beginning of the season of fcstintics some 
one, of a surety would famish food for amusement 

As it happened one of the persons to be presented 
was a Countess von Amlm, Countess \‘on dcr Schulcn 
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berg, who is exceedingly short-sighted. Enlenburg knew 
her infirmity, and was, perhaps, thinking of it when 
snuhng acquiescence to Wilham’s proposition At any 
rate, contrary to custom, he let her Ladyship proceed to 
the throne unguided, and she bravely passed both their 
Majesties without obeisance. 

Everybody stared, and I confess myself to having 
felt extremely uncomfortable , but, happily, the Kaiser, 
remembermg his Court-marshal’s promise, overlooked the 
slight to his digmty 

Adieu, gnddige Frau his sharp voice rang out — 
“ adieu, and no matter if you have the advantage of us ” 

At the same moment, the poor Countess, who had 
meanwhile reached one of the embrasures of the windows, 
bowed to the ground, thmkmg that by this time she stood 
m front of the throne, and then, hearmg the Kaiser’s sar- 
castic remark, promptly swooned. 

Next day, at noon, she reported to Countess Brockdorff 
to submit her excuses, and was astomshed to learn that 
his Majesty had given orders to mvite her to dinner. 

“ The Kaiser wants to have more fun with me ! ” 
cned poor Amim 

“ Not at ah ; he desires to thank you for the diversion 
offered dunng that tedious ceremony ” 

“ I vouch for that,” said Eulenburg, when appealed to, 
“ and, m proof of his Majesty’s graaous feehngs, I extend 
the mvitation to mdude Madame’s charimng daughter ” 
He added “ Whoever amuses the Kmg cannot be too 
well treated ” 

And, as a matter of fact, the Countess and Fraulein 
were nearly smothered with kmdness by their Majesties ; 

I do not know of any persons, comparative strangers, who 
were so well treated at Court as these ladies. 

The Grand Cour of 1897 was hkewise reheved by a 

E 
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ludicrous InddenL On that occasion a Fraulan von 
Bourn had essayed to represent a lily btvI not only her 
entire dress including the tram was made to bear out 
that idea, but on each side of her coiffure two Easter 
lilies rose high above her nodding to and fro with every 
movement 

“ Good Lord I ** said the Kaiser soUo vocc but so loud 
that the chamberlam on duty could hear it, as this 

botamcal wonder passed by * I hope B (naming one 

of hi3 brothers-in law) won t see her He might taWe it 
for an allusion to the pretty calf-coloured antleis his wife 
is growing on his forehead * At this the Empress who 
does not like the lady alluded to burst out laughmg and 
it took the imperial couple some minutes to regain thor 
composure. 

That in the fe\ensh hunt after amusements and ex 
atement, family life at the German Court, of which the 
contemporary press makes so much is a delusion goes 
without saying though to accuse WiDiam of neglecting 
his Frau in the ordinary sense of the word would per 
haps be unjust for he keeps up appearances in a general 
way and I have reasons to bchev'c that be lo\'cs his wife. 
Yet he has a knack of forgetting her \ ery existence vhen 
ever he thinks he is better off alone which I know, is 
extremely painful to Auguste Victona 

And the ^vo^3t of it is this fixed idea of complete self 
suffiaency groivs stronger and stronger with him as hts 
egotism gradually develops mto egomania Wth oU that 
however he is not on unkind husband albat his actions 
often Imply great lack of conlugal gentleness and gene- 
rosity It is merely his boundless lo\c of self that claims 
ascendency in his e\'CT> action no matter lAlicllicr It 
affects the best fnend he has in tlw world or his worst 
enemy As in those awful day-s at San Remo when he 
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she had not been allowed to accompany her husband, and, 
while reading a novel by lamp-hght, she was disturbed by 
a stealth}’’ noise at the door 

It made her sit up in eager expectation Could it 
be possible that the Emperor had reconsidered his de- 
cision, and had returned to take her along as first pro- 
mised ^ Auguste Victona prepared to look very charm- 
ing ; but who shall descnbe her terror, when, instead 
of the expected husband, the black curly head of a 
man-serv’ant, bearmg a load of fire-wood on his shoulder, 
appeared, and cautiously spied about to see if he might 
enter 

The Empress gave a scream of rage and agony, while 
a crash, as if a hundred-weight of sticks had come to 
the ground, and hurrymg footsteps, told the fate of the 
transgressor 

A second later the luncheon of Kammerfrau von Haake, 
and of the wardrobe and chamber women eatmg m the 
maids’ ordmary do^vnstalrs, was disturbed by mcessant 
nnging of the electnc bells from the royal apartment 
It was at once e-vndent that her Majesty was pressmg 
her hand against the row of electnc buttons at her bedside 
What could have happened ^ Had fire broken out, and 
was the Kaiserm m dire distress ^ 

The women ran to the bedroom, despatchmg several 
lackeys they met on the way to notify the house-marshal, 
chamberlains, and Court-physicians, as they expected to 
find their mistress half-dead at the very least When 
they burst mto the room, however, they qmckly per- 
ceived that their apprehensions were exaggerated : the 
august Lady was not hurt, nor was she m any visible penl, 
but, instead, sat up m bed shakmg with mdignation “ A 
thief, or at any rate a man, entered my room stealthily,” 
cned her Majesty, gasping for breath. “ The matter must 
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be fully investigated, and his Majesty must be infonned 
at once. Let the intruder be arrested and brought to 
justice without delay ** 

The unhappy quartet of servants von Haake Schwerdt- 
feger, Gleim and Schade, were speechleffl “ It would 
kill his Majesty to receive suci a despatch, suggested 
the Kammerfran at last, and the Empress decided to 
consult with her grand mistress, GrSfin Bnxjkdorfi 

I happened to be in the Countess’s apartment when 
Frau Schade and Frau Gleim came to report m bieathless 
monosyUabJes 

‘ A man m the Kaisenn’s chamber—nnpossible 1 ” cned 
Brockdorff, adding “ It will cost us our positions if his 
Majesty hears of it.” 

Maybe the Kaiserm has been dreaming, she had 
cold pork for second breakfast,” I put in 

No, it is really true others besidw her Majesty ha\*e 
heard his steps,’ said Frau Glam 

At this moment, Madame von Lansch, mistresj of 
the household entered to know the cause of the uproar 
that was shiking the palace to its foundations “If 
you will wait here for a little while, you shall hear it all 
sflld GrSfin Brockdorff already In the corridor Return 
mg after fifteen minutes her Excellency walked nght 
over to where I was sittmg with Frau wn Lansch, and, 
assnmmg her most haughty tone addressed her in these 
words ‘ By command of her Majesty I have to on 
nounce to you the all highest’ disfa\’our I think it 
would be best if j*ou packed your SiebcnsacJien (rags) and 
left at once ” 

Madame x-on Lansch drew hciBclf up ‘"Vour Excel 
lency ’ she said ‘ I demand an explanation ’ 

\our Ladyship shall haxc it and without delay Her 
Majestj distinctly commanded me to take off >*our head 
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' f/jr tfrts Koj>j ah,' .md I ha\c merely gi\cn 

tl e inijdud meanintj of llic * all-hiqhcst’ word'^ ” 

“ P>\it wh.it i'' il all about **' *’ I ‘^aw that it was high 
luut '(» intoihrc btlwrcn the two ladies, who had nc\cr 
^hown inurh ln\e for each other. 

“ \\ luU' h'M Ma)e,st}y was in bed,” said the Countess, 
with much dihbci.Uion, “one of the fire-place attendants 
untend with a load of wood, and the Kaisenn blames 
Frau \on Lui-th for the intrusion, this after I had 
‘-ucacdui in dcaumistrating to the august I^ady that the 
man muct mcc'^'^anU be innocent, for he could not know' 
that liur MajtS'ly was in the house Ilowecer, Kammer- 
herr \<in d<’r Rnt'-cbcck had to telegraph the whole inci- 
dent, with all details, to Dcs'^au ” 

SuNeral hours later the whole palace knew' that Johann, 
the wood-bo^, had been instantly dismissed without com- 
jjensation for Ins loss of pension, and a bad “ character ” 
into the bargain. Frau a on Lansch, to e\ er^'bod3'’s 
suipnse, went unpunished, wlnlc next morning an auto- 
graph letter from Ins M i]csty arn\ ed, commanding that 
henceforth no male sercant should enter llie joint bed- 
room or the Kaiserm’s dressing-room, all the work, in- 
cluding wood and witcr carrynng, taking up of carpets, and 
the like, being throw n ujion the maids 

This incident h<is a sequel, for, her Majesty being as 
fastidious about girls in her room (wdien the Kaiser is 
present) as Wilham is about man-servants, she is now 
obliged to make her own fire in the grate on chilly 
mornings whenever her husband is at home '\^Tlat a 
parody on royal state this — the Empress-Queen getting 
up m her “ nightie,” and in tlie cold and damp, to hght 
her ocvn fire I Venly, truth is stranger by far than fiction ! 

Although very partial to courtly splendour and fes- 
tivities, which cause a conflux of people, the Kaiser hates 
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notiung more than the fiUs which etiquette compels him 
to hold annually m the Berhn Schloss he hates them 
pnnapally because that magnificent pile, appearing so 
fonmdablc from the outside, and which was designed 
for Brandenburg soaety at the beginning of the eighteenth 
century is entirely inadequate to the accommodation of 
the many thousands nowadays pnvileged to dance attend 
ance upon, and actually dance, eat and dnnk with the 
Kaiser and Kaiseruu 

Of course there is always room for the sovereign no 
matter if ha company be packed like sardines the dis 
comfort of his guests does not trouble him either, but 
the ocular demonstration of the unsmtableneffi of his 
house does it sorely aggravates hun to bo reminded of 
the fact that be is not nch enough to baDd reception 
rooms equal to the demands of the times 

* If my ancestors could afford to construct this castle 
why should not I erect one suitable to my requirements ? * 
be argues forgetting the fact that not the HohenioUcms 
but the PruKian people paid for the Schloss and were 
all but bankrupted in doing so the builders Elector 
Frederick and the first two Kings of Prussia meanv,hile 
p m frytnng to |>ay back the millions wrung from their 
pockets— when their alchemist had succeeded in making 
yellow metal So the castle was finished under false pre- 
tences and the necromancer being unable to keep his 
word, was hanged — all of which happened one hundred 
and seventy-five j’ears or more ago 

The winter jfics at the Prussian Court arc institutions 
in their way the splendour of which the fawur or dis- 
favour of the monarch may enhance or reduce, but cim 
the soicreigns enmity— such as W'llham bears to these 
festiio entertainments — cannot blot them out. To do 
that would seem too much hkc breaking with time- 
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honnuKtl cn‘:ton'i« and taking away the perquisites of 
two mighty in tlm stale tlic tradcs-pcoplc’s profits, 

and tlic an^torran's rhicf opportunity for disporting its 
few remaining hcredilan,* privileges OnK in oise of 
Court mourning, oi great national disasters, may the 
list be curtailed. ,ind never was a Pnissian King more 
eager to take advantage of these means of escape than 
William IS 

When, on Jamiarv' .p iSqG, his grand-uncle, Prince 
Alc\andcr of Pnissia, died, his first w'ords w^crc “ Now 
we m.a} nd ourselves of the company of our unknowm 
friends, the sweet public, for this winter at least,” and 
Grand-master Count Eulenburg was straightway ordered to 
recall the inv itations for caniiv^al and abandon the engage- 
ments with purveyors, and so forth, already entered Into 
Yet one cannot mourn a relative of the seventh or eighth 
degree for ever, and the Kaiser all the more readily con- 
sented to give one more ball before the end of the season, 
as the municipal council of Berlin at that time was par- 
ticularly obstreperous, and as it was expected that by 
a lavMsh expenditure of money flowing into the people’s 
coffers its good offices could be gamed. So, when almost 
ever37body had given up the hope of dancing and supping 
“ at the Kaiser’s,” several thousand ladies and gentle- 
men were made happy by receivnng the well-known 
“ commands ” 

Then came that affair wath Ambassador Herbette, the 
political side of which is public property The representa- 
tive of La Belle France objected to the intimacy that 
had sprung up between the Kaiser and the French naval 
attache, M de Grancey “ If you understand your busi- 
ness, you must know that you are nothing but a well- 
paid and highly ornamental spy,” he is reported to have 
said to de Grancey , “ how can you serve your country 
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in that capaaty, il you aflow jroniseli to be bamboozled 
by imperial favours and dazzled by the monarch s amiable- 
neffi and charm of speech ? * 

To the Emperor who had asked tirm as a personal 
favour to desist from his resolution to procure M de 
Grancey’s immediate recall, the brave Herbette made 
answer “ ParhUtt your Majesty I insist upon doing 
my honse-cleamng m my own way ” 

These two speeches are matters of histone record, m 
substance if not hterally and I may add that the above 
version is from the Kai 5 er*s own hps , — I was present 
when his Majesty reported the case to the Empress \Vhat 
the world does not know is the double meaning of the 
Frenchman s allasion to house-cleaning An ambassador 
like other great lords has two families a personal and 
an official one. De Grancey belonged to the latter, and 
Herbette disowned him as soon as so extreme a measure 
seemed called for But by that tune stones of the Kaiser’s 
weakness for the beautiful Madame Herbette bad reached 
the ears of her husband mvariably the last individual to 
hear a rumour of that kind. 

In the present case, scant secrecy had been observed , 
frequenters of Panser Platz where the Embassy is located 
had noticed the Emperor’s phaeton and pair in front of 
the hotel for half hours at a time day by day and hod 
talked about it first to corse Wiliam’s apparent real 
in ninmng after the rrcnchman aften\*ard, when tlicy 
had learned of the existence of a beautiful woman 
m the mansion, to smile approvingly and \'ish the 
60\ereign success on his excursions into the cncm> s 
camp 

At Court, the ice had been broken bv a remark of 
the PnnccsiS of Mcmingen who said one da>, when the 
Kaisers love for Prance was discussed ^cs, and I 
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understand he has the good taste to be wanting in re- 
spect to a Frenchwoman of cspnt, whom we all know , ” 
but, as far as my mformation goes, neither her Royal 
Highness nor those beer philosophers in the Linden cafds 
possessed a shadow of proof to back up their abormnable 
tattle. There was probably nothing at all in this talk, 
yet, whether there was or not, Herbette decided to stop it 
When the invitations for the Court ball arrived, he accepted 
\vith a few pohte phrases, but three days before the affair 
came off he caused Madame to send her regrets, saymg 
that lus Excellency alone would be able to do himself 
the honour to attend the ball 

House-marshal Baron von Lynckei happened to have 
business m the Kaiser’s study when the perfumed note 
bearing the ambassadress’s initials m silver arrived “ His 
Majesty,” he says, “ tore open the letter, and, scanmng its 
contents, exclaimed : ‘ Advise Eulenburg that the ball is 
off He must at once recall the invitations ’ 

“ At your Majesty’s orders,” said the dutiful Herr von 
Lyncker , “ but as the greater part of the dehcacies for 
the buffets are already in the hands of the chefs and 
pastry-cooks, while the sweetmeats were dehvered a few 
hours ago, what is youi Majesty’s pleasure with respect 
to these goods ? ” 

The Emperor had hstened with every mdication of 
impatience 

“ Never mmd, the stuff that cannot be used m the 
house may be sent to the hospitals,” he said when the 
House-marshal had fimshed Then, walking straight up 
to hun and staring with flaming eyes mto space, the 
Kaiser continued : “ Do you know why I disappoint these 
several thousand mvited persons at the last moment ? 
Because I cannot permit Herbette to agam set foot in 
my house He wants to come, but he shall not. Indeed, 
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I wcmld rather see this Schloss in ruins than spend an 
e\’emng with him m the same room ’* 

He read Madame Herbettes letter a second time 
and acting as if a sudden thought had struck him 
added “The news that de Grancey is to go has ]ust 
been confirmed It is a direct insult and scandal I \nll 
not rest until Herbette is made to leave Berlin “ 



CHAPTER V 


THE ROLE OF THE BISMARCKS — THE EMPEROR AND THE 
CZAR — LIEBENAU, MAJOR-DOMO OF THE PALACE — 
THE emperor’s PASSION FOR TRAVEL. 

The Kaiser has many mcknames ; Reise-Kaiser, Gondola- 
Billy, Wilhelm-der-Plotzhche (William-the-Sudden) being 
the most common ; but the people of the palace call him 
Der Einzige (The Only), with apologies to Fredenck the 
Great, who also enjoyed that title, though for vastly 
different reasons , — The Only, now that Liebenau is gone 
Major von Liebenau was a man after William’s ow 
heart, his double m more than one respect 

A heutenant in the First Guards, he attracted the 
then Prmce Wilham’s attention by the same character- 
istics that, it IS claimed, at one time cemented the fnend- 
ship between the heir to the German crown and the young 
man destmed to inherit, besides Varzm, the Chancellorship 
of the Empire, the Presidency of the Prussian Ministry 
of State, and all the rest of his father’s digmties Wilham, 
Herbert Bismarck, von Liebenau — a tnumvirate of ambi- 
tion, hbertmage, and msolence ! 

It was m the wmter of 1886 and 1887, when Wilham 
studied statecraft m the foreign ofiSce under Count 
Herbert’s tutelage, that Liebenau got his real foothold 
m the prmcely menage, then estabhshed m the Marble 
Palace, which he ruled with a high hand At the same 
time the heir to the crown was reveUmg in the charms 

of divers queens of tragedy, comedy, and the ballet, con- 
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nected with the royal play and opera houses For the 
young wife these were indeed unhappy days 

How often she has poured the story of her mortifica 
tion and disappointment into mine and the Countess 
BrockdorfTs ears I Poor Princess I she had been brought 
up to the sober truth that royal women must get used 
to dividmg their husband with others and bowed her 
blonde head under the histone bane not with the worst 
of grace. What rent her heart was William's cynical 
way of regarding woman’s supreme duty and highest 
honour — motherhood 

I don’t want to be looked upon exclusively as a 
means for propagating the royal race ” she cried once , 

* but under Count Bismarck s teachings the Pnnee seems 
to have forgotten that I possess any of the qualities of a 
woman besides that of chQd beanng 

Fearful lest her Royal Highness’s hatred of Count 
Herbert might lead her to rash remarks in the presence 
of the old Emperor and her husband \nthjboth of whom 
young Bismarck was ^enona %raia I tried to mtervene 
by suggesting that he was not altogether a bad man 
havmg fought with distinction in the French war 

’ Yes yes, I have heard that ad nauseam ” mtermpted 
Auguste Victoria impatiently ** he is said to ha\’e re 
cel\cd three balls and since then has made three of our 
sex extremely miserable — that person in Bonn who 
caused the duel, the poor Pnnccss Carolath and mj 
self 

Countess Brockdorff who then as now licld the post 
of grand-mistress flared up at this ‘ I must not suffer 
j*our Roj'al Highness to class jxiursdf uith these females ’ 
she said “ it is morbid cxdtcmcnt tliat consumes you 
After that, I thought it mv dul> to inform the Pnnccss 
Impcnal of the state of affairs 
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“ Myself and husband,” she said, ” know all about 
this vinous Herbert and tlic evil influence he lias over 
our son, but.” and her Imperial Higlincss lowered her 
\oice, ” there is bound to be a change m a few years, 5^ou 
know, and the Kaiser tiiat will be is determined to clear 
the decks {tana} Tisch zu viaclicn).'' 

Wlicii Virtona said this, llic old Emperor was nearly 
ninety years of age, and though the first signs of Fredcnck’s 
tcmble illness had already^ manifested themselves, no one 
dreamed of the quick and awful end How'ever, the 
sovereign lady kept her w'ord, as far as it w'as possible 
for her to do under the painful ciicumstances that 
attended her husband’s reign, and no matter how^ often 
Pnnee Bismarck deputed his son to transact business 
with Frcdenck dunng the ninety-nine day^s, he was as 
often sent away' and ordered to tell the Chancellor that 
his Majesty' desired to confer with no one but his Grace 
in person 

“ It IS the death-lcnell of the Bismarck dymasty,” Count 
Scckendorf used to say w'hen about to deliver one of these 
messages to the haughty secretary' 

The fall of the Bismarcks is a matter of lustory, but 
that the present Empress played a decisive part in it, 
few, if any', winters have an idea It is true, Auguste 
Victona dreaded her husband’s parting wth the Pnnee, 
but feared even more the constant intimate relations 
betw'een William and Herbert , and she once succeeded in 
striking his name from the hst of guests on the Northland 
tnp, giving his place to her ” uncle,” Count Waldersee, 
wlio assiduously w'orked against the Iron Chancellor’s 
interests dunng the journey Count Herbert, however, 
was invited to accompany the Kaiser to England and on 
the Onental tour, mainly, it is rumoured, on account of 
his boast that, as Secretary of Foreign Affairs, he would 
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find ways and means to open the doors of the Snltons 
harem to his Majesty 

Whether Herbert made such insane promises I cannot 
say , enough that my mistress believed he did, and per 
suaded Countess Waldersee to beheve it also Her Ex- 
cellency you know, is a most pious woman, and Herbert 
necessarily figured m her mventory of proscribed persons 
with a big * H ” as Baron von Mirbach put it, (The 
German word for BLades like the Eng 1 ]s;h commences 
with an *h”) 

How the two august ladies worked for the downfall 
of the hated man a few pm thmsts here an allusion 
to the old ChancelLoria ambibon to set up a throne beside 
the throne there , Crown Pnnce Herbert,” “ Woman 
beater Herbert,” ‘ Son of his father, and what not ? 
And m the end Down goes the mantle, and the Pnnce, 
he follows * 

Of the old Chancellor, gnflty of two unpardonable 
sms, that of possessing undoubted populanty, far ex 
ceeding the Emperor*® and a hearty dismclmation to 
accommodate himself after years of supreme rule, to tlw 
part William mtended for him— of this ‘ obs tr eperous 
servant ” the Kaiser had been bred for a long tune, and 
the separabon enforced m March 1890 was nothing il 
not premeditated. Indeed, the Kaiscris Inviobblc m 
tenbon to dismiss the old man, ’ as he called him was 
expressed ns far back os October 1889 the repositorj 
of Impcnal confidence at that time being no other than 
Car Alexander 

The ^va5 the last of the great monarchs to rcpa> 
the Kaiscris visit and was frosty and ccrcnionious m the 
extreme upon his am\’al — a arcumstance whitli strange 
to say, filled the Empress with loj 

Thank God she said to the Countess BrockdorfI 
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and mj^sclf, \\hilc waiting for the dinner signal, “if the 
Clears ill-humoiir continues, there can be no more talk 
of that betrothal,” meaning the contemplated engage- 
ment between the Czarowitz and her Majesty’s sister-m- 
law, Pnnccs'i Marguente of Prussia 

W'cll the ill-hnmour did not continue — it vanished 
after the C^ar had had a long talk wath Pnnee Bismarck, 
the Kai<^cr was pleased outwardly, but extremely mortified 
that the Chancellor, not himself, had brought about the 
change. 

“This Bismarck is for e\er assuming his sovereign’s 
functions,” he growled, and, in order to have Alexander’s 
ear exclu5i\cly, he humedly arranged a hunting expedi- 
tion in the royal forest at Eberswalde 

On this occasion the •pourpailo’^ about the betrothal 
were renewed, and — according to the Empress, w'ho w^as 
disturbed at the prospect of losing another relative in 
the realms of the Greek Church — progressed favourably 
at first, but, unfortunately for his owm great designs and 
luckily for the Kaisenn’s pious scruples, lus Majesty could 
not constrain himself to follow'' up lus success by the 
premature announcement, made stnctly rosa, that he 
intended to dismiss Bismarck at an early opportunity 
As Alexander could see only the forerunner of grave 
comphcations in such a course, our northern guest grew 
visibly cold on the last day of his visit, and thereafter 
confined himself to evasive answers when the betrothal 
was mentioned 

While this proves beyond doubt that the parting with 
the Chancellor was long premeditated, I am qmte sure, 
from remarks made at different times by my royal mis- 
tress, that the Kaiser had no notion whatever of gettmg 
nd of Count Herbert too. Only the gross coercion used 
agamst the “ old man ” on the one hand, and, on the 
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other, the fact that Bismarck, when making the histone 
appeal to the Empress Fredcnck — his last stand ’ — 
learned that the petticoat canumUa had worked against 
his son as dihgently as the Kaiser’s mcreasmg quemlons- 
ness and thirst for mdqiendence opposed retention of 
office by himself — this aggravating arcomstance alone 
forced resignation npon the Connt With respect to the 
meeting m the old Kionpnnxen Palau UrtUr den L$nden 
I know for a certainty that his Majesty’s mother, when 
refusing to mterfere on the Chancellor’s behalf spoke 
tinreservedly of the evil mdoence which Herbert had 
exercised upon her son and rented how much the Empress 
had suffered by ih These facts Auguste Victona, though 
otherwise not given to adulation of her mother in-Iaw, 
has often mentioned. 

After that, persons of delicacy qmcUy recognised 
the only course left open to Herbert but the Emperor 
swayed by his own likes and dislikes and looking neither 
to the nght nor left, gave his former fnend an opportunity 
to insult hum 

And what will you do ? ’ he asked the Secretary of 
State, 

‘Follow my father’ answered Herbert, with fine 
spirit. 

So much for the Herbert Bismarck tnUrmezxo lie- 
benau, though more the Kaiser’s alter e^o than the Count 
was ne\er on terms of mtima^ ivith ^^'llllam, who selected 
hirn as Major-domo, when after his marriage, the princely 
household was established for the same reason that in 
1897, prompted his nomination of a general of ca\*alry 
for the position of Rcichs Postmaster, \*ix, because he 
was a good driller a disdplinanan of the sort that does 
his master’s bidding v.ithoul the sbghtest thought of the 
feelings of others An official reputed to carT> out 
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orders unflinchingl3»- and, if need be, unscrupulously, 
15 vciy' apt to attract a man of William’s arbitrary 
temperament 

There was still another point speakmg in von Lie- 
benau s fa\ our. At tlie time William’s household was 
established, his Royal Highness’s income was a httle 
over £10,000 per year, a mere bagatelle, considering the 
pretensions of both master and mistress , but the Court- 
marshal, coming from a family in which the Prussian 
saying, “ Golden collar — Stomach hollow,” lias had prac- 
tical demonstration through generations of umformed, 
spurred, and sabred vainglonousness and misery, pro- 
mised to carry on the stewardship that would have been 
monbund in most other hands, to a mcety — ^promised 
it, and kept his promise He did more Dunng the 
first two or three years, at least, he managed to set aside 
for the personal use of the Pnnee all the money needed. 
Later on, debts were contracted , they were not of 
Liebenau’s making, though 

But, wlule ingratiating himself with Wilham’s house- 
hold and, in fact, wth the entire royal family — for the 
old Emperor, as well as the Crown Pnnee and the voung 
man’s uncles and aunts, held very decided opinions on 
the subject of his Royal Highness’s money-spendmg pro- 
clivities — this “ mounted beggar,” as the late Empress 
Augusta called him, proclaimed his natural uichnation 
for the noble art of browbeating by regulating his con- 
duct toward the house officials and servants in every 
respect after his master’s example As stated, he was 
not a member of Pnnee WiUiam’s inner circle of friends , 
but his Royal Highness’s mtimacy with Count Herbert, 
whose sentiments toward women were notonous, sufficed 
as a cue for Liebenau’s official intercourse with the Prmcess 
Outwardly loyalty itself (I doubt whether a more loquacious 
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other, the fact that Bismarck, when TnflVnng the historic 
appeal to the Empress Frederick — ‘ his last stand *’ — 
learned that the petticoat camarilla had worked against 
his son as diligently as the Kaiser^s increasing qnemlons- 
ness and thirst for independence opposed retention of 
oflSce by himself, — this aggrava ting arcumstance alone 
forced resignation npon the Count. "With respect to the 
meeting in the old Rrcmpnnxen Paiats Unter den Linden, 
I know for a certainty that his Majesty s mother, when 
refusing to mterfere on the Chancellors behalf, spoke 
■unreservedly of the evil influence which Herbert had 
exercised npon her son and redted how much the Empress 
had suficred by it. These facts Angmte Victona though 
otherwise not given to adulation of her mother in law, 
has often mentioned 

After that, persons of dchcacy qmckly recognised 
the only conisc left open to Herbert, but the Emperor 
swayed by his own likes and dahkes and looking neither 
to the right nor left, gave his former fnend an opportunity 
to insult him. 

And what will yon do ? ** he asked the Secretary of 

State 

‘ Follow my father ” answered Herbert, with fine 
spirit 

So niacfi for the Herbert Bismarck ittiermeao Zie- 
benan, though more the Kaiser s alter rgo than the Count 
was never on terms of intimacy ■with MUham who selected 
him as Major-domo, when, after his marriage, the pnnccly 
household was established for the same reason that In 
1897, prompted bis nomination of a general of cai’alxy 
for the position of Reichs Postmaster vit because be 
was a good driller, a disdplmanan of the sort that doe* 
ha mastePs bidding without the slightest thought of the 
fedings of others An official reputed to carr> out 
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orders unflinchingly and, if need be, unscrupulously, 
IS very apt to attract a man of Wilham’s arbitrary 
temperament 

There was stfll another point speakmg m von Lie- 
benau’s favour. At the time Wilham’s household was 
estabhshed, his Royal Highness’s income was a httle 
over £10,000 per year, a mere bagatelle, considering the 
pretensions of both master and mistress , but the Court- 
marshal, coming from a family in which the Prussian 
saymg, “ Golden collar — Stomach hoUow,” has had prac- 
tical demonstration through generations of umformed, 
spurred, and sabred vamglonousness and misery, pro- 
mised to carry on the stewardship that would have been 
moribund in most other hands, to a mcety — ^promised 
it, and kept his promise He did more Durmg the 
first two or three years, at least, he managed to set aside 
for the personal use of the Pnnce all the money needed. 
Later on, debts were contracted , they were not of 
Liebenau’s makmg, though. 

But, while mgratiating himself with Wilham’s house- 
hold and, m fact, with the entire royal family — for the 
old Emperor, as weU as the Crown Prmce and the voung 
man’s uncles and aunts, held very decided opmions on 
the subject of his Royal Highness’s money-spendmg pro- 
chvities — this “ mounted beggar,” as the late Empress 
Augusta called him, proclaimed his natural mchnation 
for the noble art of browbeatmg by regulating his con- 
duct toward the house ofl&cials and servants m every 
respect after his master’s example As stated, he was 
not a member of Pnnce Wilham’s inner circle of fnends , 
but his Royal Highness’s mtimacy with Count Herbert, 
whose sentiments toward women were notonous, sufficed 
as a cue for Liebenau’s official mtercourse with the Prmcess 
Outwardly loyalty itself (I doubt whether a more loquacious 
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reater of cwurtly phrases and of a^nrances of respect 
and humility ever addressed a royal lady m our days) 
nothing seemed to give this mtnguer more satisfaction 
than to refuse, on the plea of expenditure -whatever the 
future Empress expreaed a wish for m the way of food 
or petty luxury not on the daily list, 

* Think of it, Countess ** she said to me one morning 
in the spring of 1888 * this Liebenau refused me a glass 
of Madeira for second hreakfest, claiming his budget 
would not permit such extravagance when we are alone, 
there bemg hardly enough to set the table as it ought 
to be set when the Pnnee hunsdi is present, 

‘ My appropriation scaredy warrants the purchase 
of expensive wmes for his Rcyal Highness’s own con 
snmption * he had the impudence to tell me I nearly 
choked with anger ” 

When WnUam became Crown Pnnee liebenau re- 
tained has position at the head of the largdy augmented 
household but, on a&surmng the throne, the Kaiser kept 
him on the anxious bench many weeks before the rank 
and title of Chief Grand-marshal of the Court and House 
was bestowed on the ex-captain of the Body-guard Bat- 
talion, Yet no sooner had his highest ambition been 
realised than Liebenau began to outroyal rojnlty He 
established a reign of terror at the palace as WnUam 
had done to a certain extent, in some departments of 
government but while the Kaiser \vaited until Ma) 
1891 before promulgating his boast and threat * There 
13 but one master in the Reich — none other v.iU I tolerate ' 
(in the speech before the Rhenish Pronndal Diet) 
liebenau at once made ft dear to c\’cr>body m the im- 
perial household that he wns the real Kings Ueutcaanl 
I’cslcd with absolute power from whose decisions no 
appeal could be had. And that was not idle talk 
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for in domestic affairs the Kaiser hstened to no one but 
him. 

Never was monarch so hungry for popular applause 
as WiUiam durmg the first two or three months after 
Bismarck’s dismissal. Ever smce the old Chancellor had 
thundered his proud “ We will meet agam ! ” mto the 
teeth of imperial disgrace, WiUiam had flitted from banquet 
to review, to festivities at the opemng or dosmg of schools, 
to lapng of corner-stones, launching of yachts and 
steamers , he had paid court to all prmces suspected of 
Bismarckian sympathies, had made concfliatory addresses 
to the Reichstag, had appealed for fnendly support m 
Komgsberg, and had even gone out of his way to honour 
his well-hated grandmother by a special state dinner on 
the occasion of her birthday; m short, he had done 
everythmg m his power to dissuade the German people 
from too much Bismarck discussion and to gam adherents 
to the imperial cause 

Although the regime of the alter ego came to an end 
half-a-dozen years ago, his influence is stfll felt at Court 
and even m the affairs of state, and if, sooner or later, 
judgment must be passed on the Kaiser’s mental con- 
dition, the Liebenau bacfllus deserves special mvestigation 
It was Liebenau’s reckless hard taskmastery which nourished 
and upheld the Kaiser’s notion that he can make the im- 
possible possible, that his word suf&ces to put seven-league 
irons on a tired horse and double and treble his people’s 
capaaty for work Another impenal idiosyncrasy, stimu- 
lated by Liebenau, was Wilham’s passion for travel, 
that guaranteed the Chief Court-marshal either consider- 
able perquisites when accompanying his Majesty, or, if 
left behmd, untrammelled domimon at home I happen 
to have kept a record of the Kaiser’s jaunts under the 
Liebenau administration, and in the following give a hst 
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of the official visits paid by bis Majesty from August 1888 
to May, 1890, leaving out huntmg-tnps and others of a 
private character 

Wifliam went to Stockholm artd Copenhagen Frankfurt 
Stuttgart Munich Vienna, Rome, Hamburg Leipzig 
Breslau, Stettin Bdckeburg Oldenburg WBhehnshafen 
Schwedt Weunar Brunswick, Dresden Osborne Sandown 
Bay, Aldershot, Carlsmhe, Strassburg, Metz Mflnster 
Minden Hanover Schwerm, Athens Dessau, Darm- 
stadt Worms Bremen, Frankfurt-on the-Main Altcnburg 
KCmgsberg altogether stopping and holdmg Court In 
thirty-seven different cities and towns m Germany and 
’ abroad many of which were visited three or four times, 
and all within the short space of a year and ten months 

To find excuses for this almost perpetual absence from 
the seat of government (Count Shuvaloff at that time 
Russian Ambassador in Berhn told me the Czar — Alex- 
ander III. — used to say there %vas onl> one suntlar case 
in history that of Charles XII * the Madman of the 
North” contmuing Wait a while and hTe Charles 
he will some day send his boot to preside at the state 
council I ' which was not haU bad for an autocrat) — to 
quiet public opmiou on the score of these incessant junket 
mgs, all sorts of excuses are in\'ented by IVilliam and 
bis suite as once before menboned he goes aNVxy “to 
take a birds-eyc \ncw of politics and to come back un 
biased by partisan preferences” if he neglects to look 
up the King of the Belgians *our Afncan possessions 
may be wiped out” c\*en quicker than Eugene Richter 
wishes it , a month’s sea \'oj*agc affords the Koiser a 
much wanted “ opportunity for studying his Inner man ’ 
and who would deny the necessity of such an under 
taking ? 

But the real motu*e that prompts these journeys Is 
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the morbid restlessness of which the Kaiser is possessed, 
and that scourges him, a crowned Ahasuerus, from town 
to aty, over seas and mountams. 

The Kaiser’s adjutants, mihtary and civil secretaries, 
or representatives of the various cabinets, body-ph57Sicians, 
valets, wardrobemen, keeper of the silverware, cellarer, 
master of the horse, coachmen, grooms, mouth-cooks, 
kitchen employees, and the host of chasseurs and flunkies 
who accompany him on each tnp, are so weU framed m 
handling the endless accessones and baggage, that an 
order to get ready at an hour’s notice neither surprises 
nor disconcerts them. If the tour or outmg on which 
they are about to enter has been under consideration for 
some tune, a printed itmerary is furnished to the chief 
of each department, but qmte frequently not one of the 
men is able to learn anythmg beyond the hour of de- 
parture 

The Kaiser, you know, addresses his attendants only 
m monosyllables, and does not even take the trouble to 
speak distmctly. To ask repetition of a sentence, or to 
put any question whatever, would be an unheard-of breach 
of etiquette, so there remains nothmg to do but to take 
chances and work ahead m the dark, the more so, as the 
adjutants often know no more of his Majesty’s mtentions 
than the small stable-boys who gd with every imperial 
party to assist at tennis 

Espeaal secrecy is observed if the destination is some 
town or fortress in the far west or east of the Empire, 
where, after a mght of travel, the war-lord mtends to 
mount at five or six o’clock m the mommg, and, attended 
by trumpeters and a formidable suite, nde through the 
streets alarming the garrison If the wardrobe-master 
on duty suspects that the journey is on an errand of that 
kmd, he exhausts every possible means of solvmg the 
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mystery and more than once have I aided the poor fdlow 
by trjong to learn from the Empress what was wanted 
Sometimes, thongh even her Ma 3 esty is kept in ignorance 

The waidrobeman’s anxiety will be better understood 
when I menfaon that WiHiam makes it a mle to always 
wear the uniform of the pimapal regiment garrisoned m 
the place visited the attendant unable to draw from 
among the baggage the mihtary dress desired would 
qmckly find himself dropped from the salary list 

When, m addition it is stated that a cavalry umfonn, 
for instance consists of fourteen distmct parts the reader 
may gam an idea of the work mvolved by these sudden 
]onmeys for one uniform would of course not do there 
must be three or four m reserve, and also avilian and 
hunting dress 

In a aim liar predicament to the wardrobeman is the 
stable master Will an mfantry cavalry or artillery 
horse be wanted ? for his Majesty ndes a different breed 
of ammol with each body of troops E\ery time m 
formation is withheld m the manner descnbcd six horses, 
tvro of each land must be taken along for his Majesty, 
beddes consignments of carriage-horses and \'chiclc3 and 
numerous mounts for the suite, all of which increases the 
cost of railway journeying enormously for, though most 
of the German railways ore property of the state the 
Kaiser has to pay mileage hkc any other indiiidoal 

The Imperial tram generally pulls out of the station 
at ten o clock at night as the Kaiser new allows business 
to interfere with his own con\cmcncc and if for some 
reason or other, be svants to nsc earlier than usual, he 
retires soon after supper to make up for time that mtH 
be lost. Furthermore the train must proceed ot the 
slowest possible rate so that the ‘ alkhighrtts’ sleep 
be not disturbed 
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That the saloon-tram furnished with all the luxuries 
imagmable — a rollmg palcf^® containmg reception, dinmg, 
bed, bath and toilet roorrf^» kitchen, scullery, and stables 
— need hardly be explai^^*^ » only tlimgs lackmg 

are accommodations for servants, who, valet and 
hostler ahlce, must sleep m <diairs or on the floor. 

At five o’clock, or earh^^j ^ ^f served to the 
monarch, the bath and td^^^ follow, and then breakfast, 
winch latter is served wit^^ much more state and with a 
greater variety of food tP^^ home So fortified and 
refreshed, the Kaiser and ^ paladms mount at dawn, 
and, preceded by buglers > fl^op mto the city to kill 
the soldiers’ and, incidc^^^y> citizens mommg 

sleep ” ' 

One of the imperial adjutants, whom I dare not name, 
as It would rum this gentleman’s chances of advance- 
ment, describes the mode ®f procedure at the alarmmg of 
the gamson of the fortress ®f Posen as follows — 

“ During breakfast, an^ on our nde to the inner town, 
his Majesty talked of not^nng but of the ‘ stupid faces ’ 
the commander and officefS> suddenly roused from sleep, 
would make, and ^drew -^ome rather pictures of 

the consternation and (hsoomforts bound to follow the 
signals, so that one of our Pnrty remarked ‘ These pro- 
vmcial petticoats will not ^f^^nk your Majesty for makmg 
war on them ’ 

“ ‘ Pshaw ! ’ said the Kaiser, ‘ what matters that ? 
The devotion of my brai^® blue coats, some of whom I 
will aid to escape without P^l^ng their bflls, will recom- 
pense me for any loss of adnnration m those quarters ’ 

“By this time we ha4 been admitted, after givmg 
the parole of the day,” c^ntmued my mlormant, “and 
presently our trumpeters’ blasts and the sharp clang of 
our horses’ hoofs resounde'^ ni the mam street Posen, 
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mystery and more than once have I aided the poor fallow 
hy trying to learn from the Empress what was wanted 
Sometimes, though even her Majesty is kept in ignorance. 

The wardrobeman’s anxiety wiH be better understood 
when I mention that Wilham makes it a rule to always 
wear the uniform of the prinapal regiment garrisoned m 
the place visited , the attendant unable to draw from 
among the baggage the mflitary dress desired would 
qmcldy find himself dropped from the salary list 

When, m addition it is stated that a cavalry uniform, 
for instance, consists of fourteen distmct parts, the reader 
may gam an idea of the work mvolvcd by these sudden 
journeys for one nniform would of course not do there 
must be three or four in reserve, and also avilmn and 
hunting dress 

In a gtmilar predicament to the wardroheman is the 
stable-master Will an mfantry cavalry or artilJeiy 
horse be wanted ? for his Majesty ndes a difierent breed 
of animal with each body of troops Evtxy tune in 
formation is withheld in the manner described six horses 
two of each kmd must be taken along for his ^lajesty, 
besides consignments of carnage-horses and \ chicles and 
numerons mounts for the suite, all of which increases the 
cost of railway journeying enor m o us ly for though most 
of the German railways ore propertj of the state the 
Kaiser has to pay mileage like any other indiMdual 

The imperial tram generally pulls out of the station 
at ten o’clock at night as the Kaiser nc\*er allou’S business 
to interfere with his own convenience and if for some 
reason or other, he wants to nsc earlier than usual he 
retires soon after supper to make up for tJroc that wQI 
be lost Furthennore, the train must proceed at the 
slowest possible rate so that the ** all highest s ’ sleep 
be not disturbed 
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parade, and his Majesty amused himself royally at his 
expense, as, mdeed, he treated the whole expedition as 
a huge joke, arranged to afiord him a novel entertain- 
ment ” 

Travelhng is such a mama with the Reise-Kaiser, that, 
when busmess of state or the fact that there is nobody 
or nothing to visit forbids his gomg abroad, he occasionally 
spends a mght in his railway carnage, stalled at Wildpark 
Station, only five mmutes from the Neues Palais, on the 
plea that on the following mormng he must be m Berhn 
at some unearthly hour 

In the early part of the summer of 1895, he mdulged 
m this queer pastime with mcreasmg regularity, until one 
mght m June, when, about to drive to the station from 
some festivity held at the Marble Palace, the Kaisenn 
took courage to threaten an mvasion of his bachelor 
quarters, which, she insisted, must possess some special 
attraction As her Majesty was not qiute wrong m this_, 
WiUiam desisted from following his mchnation then and 
for several months, his comphance bemg all the more 
ready as the Empress was m an mterestmg condition. 
But her Majesty’s mterference was not only justified, it 
was hkewise well-timed, for just then there was under 
way a fonmdable couapiracy among the royal servants, 
ivho, underpaid as they are and nounshmg a sneaking 
spirit of msurrection, had conspired among themselves 
to inform some member of the opposition (with a view of 
interpellating the Minister of Railwa5i^ m the Reichstag) 
of the fact tliat his Majesty was m the habit of usmg a 
pubhc depot for his sleepmg apartment. In that way, 
they expected to get even with William for compeUing 
them to spend so many nights m their clothes Of course 
the legislative body has no business to inquire into the 

SOverPirm’c manritir nf 
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thotigh only half Polish has seen so many sieges imur* 
rections and kindred revolntionaTy doings, that vrariike 
acti^ty has no terror for her atuens , a coup de ruwrt in 
broad dayhght would no more disconcert them, I believe 
than a good-stred shower Windows were opened and 
shut as we cantered along, men women and children in 
night-dresses casting hasty glances at the strange caval- 
cade through half raised VeMban Now and ag^n 

a miHtaiy person, senri-dressed, or serm naked if you wiU, 
drew himself up into regulation attitude hand raised to 
the side of his head , one might imagine heanng Ws naked 
heels strike t<^cther Proceeding at a rapid rate we 
encountered several fmaJ\ troops of soldiers bound for 
the drill-gronnds but the Kaiser ordered them to fall 
behind, while their officers gave the report to the adjutants 
On Wilhelm Platr the Emperor had the satisfaction of 
stopping two cavalry horses ^vhich while being saddled, 
heard the sigaal and ran oS to take their places m arm} 
alti^ther we made an awful lot of noise and provoked 
more. 

* Meanwhile we had reached the principal hotel and 
there, at one of the upper windows was a well known 
face, adorned by fierce blond© mustachios, peeping out 
between two hthe figures in white— the one a popular 
coryphee of the Berlin Royal Opera House the other the 
of the theatre on Gendarmea Rlarkt 
“ ‘ What do I see ? * cned the Emperor This looks 
as if my ballet and pUj^ers had preceded us to Posen * 

“ ‘ It is the first instance that these two branches of 
art appear on terms of camaraicne^ remarked Adjutant 
von Moltke and c\ crybod> laughed 

“The surprised Adonis Baron von \ Rittmdster 

of the Body Hussars was invited to the Emperor’s drclc 
at the banquet in the officers mess that followed th^ 
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the emperor’s love of travel {conUnued)—TE^ court 

OF DENMARK— WILLIAM II AND FRANCIS JOSEPH— 
WILLIAM II.’S DIVERSIONS AND RESTLESSNESS— THE 
’ “ SONG TO .EGIR ” — ^THE KAISER AS SPEECH-MAKER 

HIS HISTORICAL BLUNDERS 

William stays at lioiiic wlieii ttierc is no one to visit, I 
said in the preceding chapter, and I may add that willing 
victims of imperial travelmama grow scarcer year' by 
year How well I remember the Kaiser’s return from 
his first Northland trip m the summer of 1888, when he 
spoke most exultmgly of his visit to Copenhagen, and 
how he had succeeded m wheedhng Kmg Chnstian and 
Queen Louise. 

“ They can be of great service to me with Alexander ” 
(the Czar), he said, “ and I promised to stay with them 
a couple of days every year on my way to or from North- 
land ” 

All of us around the royal board, officials and guests, 
looked at one another m astomshment, for the poverty 
of the reignmg family of Denmark is notorious. Indeed, 
almost everybody at Court had heard the Kaiser, at one 
time or another, quote Field-marshal Count Moltke’s obser- 
vation in one of his famous letters to his brother Adolph : 

“ Poor King of Denmark I The founder of a new 
dynasty, he began his reign by losmg one-half of the 
realm I Sweepmg reductions were inevitable m the Court 
and administration; indeed, it is doubtful if this state 
can coiitmue to exist as an independent kmgdom.” 

93 
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was doubtless very much interested in the accompanymg 
circumstance that, wLen his Majesty chooses to repose at 
Wndpark Station traffic is senously mterfered with in 
order that his sleep be not disturbed 

“ Over a hundred officials and tvorkmen stay awake 
to-night to facihtate the Kaiser’s fad lor occupying hJs 
car* said Count Eulenburg to me one evening at the 
end of May when the Kaiser was setting out for his 
wheeled boudoir 

Impossible 1 — a hundred persons ? ’* 

‘ A hundred or more — the lists have gone through 
my hands Reflect a moment on the woik mvolved 
Freight trains most be side-tracked, and passenger trams 
are compelled to reduce their speed while the ordinary 
signals, steam whistling and nngmg of bells, have to be 
abandoned and the number of employees doubled, to 
forestall mishaps * 

Xi disgruntled servants had told this story to Lieblmecbt 
or Bebel, the mevitable discussion might have senously 
interfered with his Majesty s enjoyment of the Wilhelm 
Canal opemng fcshvites then about to take place. 
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young man,” at the same time, the Danish Mimster 

in Berhn hmted that Queen Louise was not weU enough 
to stand the exatement of such visits, that brought hack 
to her ail she had sufiered smce the events of 1864. But 
that economical questions have somethmg to do with it 
as weU as pohhcs, cannot he demed. The Emperor’s 
suite, you must know, is seldom less than sixty head 
strong, even when he travels m semi-state. Imagine that 
gang, with appetites whetted by a sea-voyage, descending 
upon the httle island Court, which, though not ashamed 
to exhibit its cocoa-nut mattmg m the royal corridors 
and its crazy httle oil-lamps before the immensely wealthy 
Russians, must brush up and go to no end of expense 
to make as good a showmg as possible before these shoddy 
Berhners. Besides, the Kaiser always expects that some 
imhtary or naval display will be espeaally arranged for 
him. 

But not only poor kmgs, hke Chnstian, object to these 
impenal invasions , at Rome and Vieima, not to mention 
the small German courts, the cry, “The Prussians are 
coming I ” is as sure of causing a pamc m what is styled 
“ highest circles ” as m the nursenes of France, where 
the echo of 1870 to 1871 is still m use as a means of 
mtimidation. 

On February 21, 1895, the Kaiser returned m high 
dudgeon from Vienna, whither he had gone unexpectedly 
to attend the funeral of the late Archduke Albrecht. 
Albrecht had been a good hater of Prussia all his hfe, and 
if his ideas had prevailed twenty-seven years ago, Austna 

Prussian rear and flank* 
0% Moltke’s mcredible swiftness of mobihsation baulked 
that plan. This eventuality had been repeatedly dis- 

circumstance, 

mperor Franas Joseph was loath to mvite the Kaiser 
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Besides it was an open secret that the Czar when 
^^slbng his father in law paid for his accommodation like 
the milhonaire he was — for his and for that of all his rela- 
tives making Denmark thar smnmer home nnd rcjoiang 
in the annnal family reonions The Kaiser knew that 
he had even obtained a corroboration of the stones m 
Stockholm as it tamed ont by and by was he, then 
determmed to become one of the Czar’s pensioners, or did 
he not care whether he embarraffied his venerable brother 
of Denmark, half of whose inheritance Prussia swaBowed np ? 

Reference to the mmutes of the journey reveal the 
fact that at the state dinner m Castle Amalienborg, the 
Kaiser answering King Christian’s toast literally said 
* I submit mv sincerest thanVn for your Majesty’s wcl 
come, and hope that 1 may be permitted to visit your 
Majesty frequently in the same way ’ 

It was the last toast spoken that evening and the 
members of the Kaiser’s smte do not know whether the 
implied question was hemoored by an invitation in private 
Certain it is however that his Majesty had no further 
occasion to eat the Danes out of house and home,” for 
although the Court of Copenhagen ivas annuaDy advised 
of his Majesty’s contemplated northern tnps it alwaj's 
acknowledged the notification in such cold terms that 
any wish to follow it up by a promise to call and take 
pot luck u-as eo tpso forestalled 

My mistress, in whose drdo the Fredensborg family 
rcumons were repeatedly discussed explained her husband 5 
continued neglect to join them bj saying that the In 
creasing volume of business made it necessarj for his 
Majesty to pass by Copenhagen but I ha\'e it on the 
authoritj of a high oflBaal in the Russian Embassy during 
Count Shu\’alofr5 administration that 'Czar Alexander 
distinctly refused to be disturbed in hb retreat by * that 
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This the Emperor himself reported on commg home, 
blaming, at the same time, everybody but himself for 
the rebuffs expenenced What he did not teU (the Empress 
learned of it later through her brother, who had it from 
the Princess Phihp of Coburg) was that Francis Joseph, 
surely the mildest and most hospitable of men, treated 
the Kaiser with so much coolness that his Majesty left 
his apartments m the Hofburg and took up his quartern 
ivith Count Phihp Eulenburg, at the German Embassy, 
where the object of the visit was lost sight of at an in- 
formal dmner enhvened by songs and dances which hired 
vaudeville stars and the ambassadonal troubadour himself 
performed. 

And that happened a year after William had called 
Francis Joseph, m a speech dehvered at the Austrian 
Navy Casmo in Pola, “ my best fnend, with whom I am 
umted 111 smcerest friendship, and who is my most loyal 
compamon m arms ” Fmally, the King of Saxony had 
to act as peacemaker between the two Emperors 

When the news reached Berlm, m the middle of 
November, 1889, that Dom Pedro had been deposed, Duke 
Gunther of Schleswig arculated a story to the effect that 
the Kaiser received the information with the remark 
“ Too bad ; I had just thought of paying him a visit ” 
The responsibihty for this anecdote I must leave to his 
Highness 

After the bustle occasioned by his Majesty’s prepara- 
tions for travel, hfe m the Neues Palais, which is never 
bnlhant, but often spectacular, becomes duller and more 
insipid than ever Entertainments are completely aban- 
doned, and economy is the word heard on every side 
The Court and House-marshals give stnct orders that 
expenses be cut all round , a number of the servants are 
shipped to Berlm, so that their board wages, to which 

G 
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to the funeraL But William refused to acknowledge the 
tact displayed by his brother monarch ‘Here,” so ran 
his calculations as depicted m some of his remarks made 
before leaving — here is an event upon which the eyes 
of the world will be nveted for a day at least — a pompous 
funeral — where one may cut an important figure as the 
only hve war lord , besides, many pohbcal questions rail 
for discussion with Francis Joseph 3ust now ^Yould it 
not be absurd to miss this opportunity for combining 
pleasure, pardon spectacular display, with business ? ” 
William rushed o5 to Austria pell-mell but not with 
out havmg previously instructed the overseer of the official 
scribes, Herr von Tausch the same who figured m the 
cmninal courts m 1897 to proclaim from the house«top3 
that the German Emperor had magnanimously forgotten 
all about the late Archdukes evil intentions and had 
gone to pay his imperial respects to the dead foe 

The first eSect of this fanfaronnade was the inthdrawal 
from the obsequies of the dead man’s brother m law 
the Bavarian Pnnee Regent. Luitpold os a near rcla 
tive had no ambition to take second rank \ralking behind 
Wniiam The Hofburg officials were thrown into the 
utmost confusion The place of chief mourner had been 
reser\ed for Emperor Franas Joseph nmv there were 
tiro sovereigns to be treated mth equal distinction So 
all arrangements were upset and the Austrian monarch 
himself was most scnouslj embarrassed. Howc^'cr the 
funeral passed of! Nvithout a hitch but Willbm soon 
found that Franas Joseph deeply chagrined at the 
absence of his cousin was not in the humour to taU 
pohtics He ^voa]d neither argue the election of Faurc 
nor the question of the renewal of the Tnplc Alliance He 
c^’cn refused to express an opmion on the rumours conerm 
ing Count Kalnoky s rcsignaUon which was then imminent 
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to the ftmeraL But Wilham refused to acknowledge the 
tact displayed by his brother monarch ‘Here,” so ran 
hi5 calculations as depicted m some of his remarks made 
before leaving — here is an event upon which the eye 
of the world will be nveted for a day at least — a pompous 
funeral — where one may cut an important figure as the 
only hve war lord , besides many political questions call 
for discussion with Francis Joseph just now Would it 
not be absurd to miss this opportunity for combining 
pleasure, pardon spectacular display, with busmess ? ” 
William rushed off to Austria pell-mell but not with 
out havmg previously instructed the overseer of the oflScial 
scribes, Herr von Tausch the same who figured m the 
criminal courts m 1897 to proclaim from the house-tops 
that the German Emperor had magnanimously forgotten 
ah about the late Archdukes evil Intentions and had 
gone to pay his imperial respects to the dead foe 
The first effect of this fanfaronnade was the withdrawal 
from the obsequies of the dead man’s brother in bw 
the Bavarian Pnnee Regent. Luitpold as a near rda 
bve had no amblbou to take second rank walking behind 
William The Hofburg officials were thrown into the 
utmost confusion The place of chief mourner had been 
reserved for Emperor Franas Joseph now there were 
two sov’ereigns to be treated with equal distinction So 
all arrangements vere upset and the Austrian monarch 
himsdf was most scnouslj embarrassed Hoi\'CN*cr the 
funeral passed off inthout a hitch but William soon 
found that Franas Joseph decpl> chagrined at the 
absence of his cousin ivas not m the humour to talk 
politics He would neither argue the election of Faure 
nor the question of the rcnci%*al of the Tnplc Alliance He 
even refused to express an opmfon on the rumour^ conceni 
Ing Count Kalnok/s resignation which was then imminent 
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Promptly at the hour named, the marshal on duty 
“ submits ” that carnages are waiting to brmg their 
Majesties and the company to the embarkmg-place, and, 
before the vessel leaves, the official takes heart to ask 
his master where he commands that supper shall be 
served. 

Maybe his Majest}?- answers, carelessl}^ “ Pfauen Insel,” 
or, “ Park of the Marble Palace,” “ at eight ” 

The first is a small wooded island m the Havel, con- 
taming a sparsely-furnished royal viUa that aflords a 
certam amount of space, but httle else, for the accommoda- 
tion of guests. The casteUan of the estate or castle selected 
for the invasion is now humedly informed, and the stable- 
master sets about, getting ready ten or more so-called 
kitchen vans to transport all that is necessary ; refrigera- 
tors and hot-closets, table-hnen, basketfuls of silver and 
plate, cluna and crystal, wmes, meats, vegetables and 
dehcacies, lamps and candelabra, and a thousand and 
one accessones. AU these things are under the care of 
certain officials and servants, and, the staff bemg thoroughly 
orgamsed, the whole tram is equipped m an mcrediblj'- 
short while and starts for its destmation, the Court- 
marshal following m his carnage to supenntend the arrange- 
ments on the spot (that is, if the Kaiser has not meanwhile 
made up his nund to go elsewhere). 

Oh, the fickleness of the great ! In the summers 
of 1895 and 1896, especially, the places of rendezvous 
were changed with alamung frequency, and before the 
cavalcade started for a certam castle or park, the men 
usually offered to lay wagers that upon their amval they 
would find a telegram ordenng supper m some other lodge 
or vfila, or on the borders of some lake five or ten miles to 
the south, or east, or west, as the case might be. Once 
they were ch^ised m this manner from Charlotten Hof 
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to the Baiensche HSuschen m WHdpark and from there 
to the Entenfang far out in the buntiDg-groQnds« 
The Ent e n f ang is a romantic spot, such as young lo\'eis 
might select for a picnic but imagme the tumult and 
work which the impromptu establishment of a ro3’al tabic 
of from twenty to one hundred coven must occasion 
when the nearest castle or royal villa is ten miles off 
The vans had to be sent back to the Neues Palais for 
tables chairs carpets and a bttle tent for the toilet. Mobile 
the nearest mflitary post famished field cooldng-apparatus 
and a dozen or more horses ^ve^e driven lame travelling 
to and fro with heavy loads The damage caused bv 
broken crockery crystal and ruined fomlturc also reached 
a high figure. 

Foreign visitors at our Court frequently wonder how 
It 13 possible for one man to give employment to three 
hundred and fifty horses in driving and riding as the 
Etaperoc does The story of these whimsical excursions 
explains that point for aside from the horses needed 
for the service carriages must be sent to fetch their 
Majesties and suite and company from some distant place 
perhaps while others ore coHecliog the ladies and gentle- 
men in Potsdam and neighbourhood or from Incoming 
trams, who ha\e been ‘commanded” to be present ul 
supper at some place where at the time stipulated no 
sign of hfc exists 

At twelve or one o clock m tiic morning when tbc 
imperial master his titled suite and lus friends liave 
forgotten in several hours <Icfp all about the fort> fiw 
minutes of catcrtnlnmcnt that kept a «mall arm> of men 
women and bensk^ on the run since dinner tlte v'an^ 
and carT> alls return to the palace often auakentn^ manj 
a noble lord and lad> who wonder tliat an\ bring ciraturr 
dare disturb their august slumber 
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W^iethcr dare or not, they do It is a way they 
have of getting even %vith “ their betters.” 

\^^ien the Kaiser is at home, his conversation per- 
petually turns on tlie subject of future outings, and his 
secretanes and adjutants are kept busy scounng the papers 
for items that promise excuses for a visit to one place or 
another As soon as an opening is discovered, the Court- 
marshal must find ways and means to secure an invita- 
tion for the Emperor, and to that end either the mihtary 
authonties, the Landraih (chief of a county), or some 
Pnnce or aristocrat hvmg in the neighbourhood, receives 
instructions, which m many cases are most eagerly fol- 
lowed, for Wilham’s presence m any place, net his capital, 
IS a guarantee for no end of advertisement , sometimes, 
though, it is qmte difficult to persuade the municipal 
authonties, these worthy men being afraid of the cost of 
the undertaking. 

If neither cities nor country distncts, neither the North 
German Lloyd nor the Hamburg Line, neither the ship- 
yards nor yacht or huntmg clubs at home or abroad, hold 
out allurements, the Kaiser, quickly resolved, makes oppor- 
tumties for travel or display. 

He observes, for instance, that it is so and so many 

years smee the Regiment received an honoured flag 

“ Let’s grant it a new set of colours,” says Wifliam, and 
presently parades, rehgious ceremonies, speechifyings, 
dinners, and tattoos are in the air. Or, all regiments 
bemg provided with flags, his Majesty feels “ graaously 
pleased ” to bestow on one or another “ ensign nbbons,” 
an act yieldmg as much m the way of spectacular splendour 
as the other 

In contrast to the Empress, Wflham is not a rehgious 
person, but, like her Majesty, firmly believes that godh- 
ness does very well for common people With that idea 
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m ramd, he inaugurated his crusade for the huflding of 
churches leaNung to Auguste Victorm’s initiative the 
task of collecting the necessary funds For his part he 
is interested only in the comer-atone-laying and the open 
mg of such edifices 

“ Wo have bmlt fifteen churches in Berlin alone since 
1890 *’ said William in the course of a dinner at the Berlin 
Schloss some time ago 

“ His Majesty means he drove thirty times & la Dumont 
to commencement and fimshlng celcbratiOTis ’* whispered 
my neighbour the then Secretary of State for Forclgu 
Affairs Baron von MamChall. imitating the pcrsifiage of 
his South German home, where it is the fashion to refer 
to a bevy of ten girls os ** twenty bosoms ’ 

Provided nothmg better oCfcis itself, the Kaiser U 
o\en content to assist at church ceremonials of the sort 
described In the provinces * they bore him awfully ” 
savs Baron von lyncker ‘‘but he finds opportunity for 
making a speech there and a little newspaper notoriety 
IS likewise sure to follow And one must be thankful 
for small ^vours in these democratic times That the 
Kaiser allows no war or other monument to be un\*eiled 
without personally partiapatlng in the act hardlj requires 
comment 

In a preceding paragraph I Tclcrred to tlic eas> com 
plaisancc with which the aristocracy submits to the Ka!«r** 
wishes William Indeed «ecm5 to haN^o cowed the flower 
of German nobility into a condition tl»at once prc\*ancd 
m France, when the dignltanes of the crown fought among 
themselves as to who should ha%x the honour to hand 
his Maj«ty a clean shirt or remove hli dirty boots I/'t 
me givTS one instance among manj 

On October 189^ the KaUera “Song to Afgir 
was performed at a mating in l!ie Rovwl Oper^ Hcew" 
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winch llic Prince and Pnneess of Wied attended, together 
\M{h their Majesties. 

The Prince is a man m the fifties, belongs to one of 
the proudest families in Europe, and besides is the bi other 
of the Queen of Roumania and an uncle of the Queen 
of Holland , 3 et c\ er}' time the big audience waxed en- 
thusiastic over his Majesty’s alleged masterpiece, this 
old man wath silver}^ hair rose lespectfully from his seat 
and bowed low before his nephew, keeping up the farce 
all through the performance without William m any way 
restraining him 

And this reminds me, by w^ay of contrast, of a con- 
versation at w'hicli I w'as present some time previous to 
that public exhibition of senile adulation 

“ TeU me, hones tl^^ w^ho helped his Majesty compose 
tins fnghtful ‘ Song to /Egir ’ ^ ” 

“ State secret Your Ro3^al Highness must certamly 
excuse me this time,” and Adjutant Count Moltke looked 
up helplessly into the beautiful eyes of the Emperor’s 
sister 

“ As my big brother remarked the other day to the 
Burgomaster of Thom ‘ I can be very disagreeable if 
need be,’ ” said the Pnneess of Meinmgen “ Now, Herr 
i\Iajor, answ^er pit and pat, I command you ” 

“ His Majesty composed the song ” 

“ That IS the official version, I know ; what I am 
interested in, is to find out how he did it ” 

“ At the piano, your Royal Highness ” 

“ Since when does his Majesty play ^ ” 

“ He has the finest ear for music, that your Royal 
Highness will not deny. He struck the 'keys with one 
finger, and, if you promise not to give me away, your 
humble servant had the honour of putting the aU-highest’s 
composition on paper.” 
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Thanks, awfully" said the Pnncess and tnnung 
to her lady in waiting, FiSoIeui von Ramin, now Madame 
von Brochen she added " Not a word of this to any 
body , onr dear Moltke must not be punished for amusing 
us ” And, once more addresdng the adjutant, she con 
tmued with her usual mocking laugh “ I will now tell 
you how it was done, you innocent The Emperor was 
strumming the piano with one finger, when a certam blonde 
giant about your sue stepped behind him and striking 
the keys gave life to a musical composition he, the giant, 
had half perfected in his head The air pleased his 
Majesty and he added a note here and there. And, as 
the thing progressed, my big brother said * This would 
be an excellent accompaniment to Eulcnburg's northern 
legend Call him at once. When the troubadour ap- 
peared all three of you set to work on this fnghtfnl piece 
of dap-trap, and as you correctly reported the honour 
of putting the composition on paper fell to yon as the 
only capable rausiaan of the trio— composition I 
said not the all highest one," 

This h\*dy colloquy occ u rre d a f(nv days after the 
much-disputed air had been performed at a concert in 
honour of a deputation from the Bnlish Rojul Dragoons 
visiting Bcrlm to congratulate Ihdr new chief the Kaiser 
and it gi\cs the true story of the birth of Uial song For 
the ordicstralion it may be added Piofcssor Albert Bcckcr 
of Bcrlm, Is responsible, he recciNcd the HohenroUem 
Cross in acknowledgment. 

Besides dealing up the Algir* m>‘stcrj the aho^c 
a0ords an interesting iUustration of \\TUiam s mode of 
work He Ivas talents undoubtcdl} but Uicj arc creative 
onl> in giving work to othm the product pas'iinp for lii-* 
own in tlic end As Ilcnren von Moltke and Plulip Culm 
burg are the real authors of Ws ‘Song to d.gir' so 
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Professor Knackfuss, m Cassel, composes his cartoons, 
tliough being credited only with their teclinical execu- 
tion Tlie late Court chaplain Frommel used to wnte 
the imjicnal sermons delivered with so much dclat on the 
deck of the yacht liohcnzoUan , officers of the military 
household prepare \\hlham’s lectures, and the artist Karl 
Saltzmann paints his landscapes and manne \uews 

To shield their master from the accusation of fritter- 
ing away his time m useless dilettanteism, the German 
official press occasionally prints histone re\news purport- 
ing to show that the HohenzoUems of all ages have been 
among the most gifted of mortals — authors, poets, musicians, 
artists Especially to Fredenck WiUiam the First’s clever- 
ness as a painter, constant reference is made, although 
anj? one acquainted with the history of the Prussian Court 
might be aware of the untenableness of that claim. This 
gentleman, the father of the great Fredenck, ivrote his 
royal signature upon a good many canvases, it is true, 
but few of the pictures attnbuted to lus brush were really 
his. As a matter of fact, instead of being the ApeUes 
of the Brandenburg dynasty, its first noted pamter, he 
started the fashion of coimterfeitmg, of which lus son 
became past-master. His scheme was to employ poor 
artists by the year, and to let them pamt daubs of all 
sizes and subjects These he adorned with his name, 
addmg a httle colounng here and there mto the bargam, 
and sold at high pnees to flatterers and enermes, as the 
case might be, for in those da}^ the modes of punish- 
ment at the disposal of a Majesty were mamfold and 
cunous 

A cunmng knave this second Kmg of Prussia, and 
his august example was not entirely lost upon his successors, 
as the case rmder consideration shows But, m weighmg 
the plentiful boasts of imperial achievements upon the 
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scale of sober judgment, there is still another pomt to 
be noticed Wflham’s daily programme — I remind the 
reader of Count Seckendorfs witty dehneation of his 
Majesty’s labours hour by hour — precludes In itself the 
undertakmg of any great amount of senous work on the 
Kaiser’s part Having for ever one foot m the stirrup 
and planning new diversions before another is fairly under 
way, how should this allied jack-of all trades find time 
for the hterary, musical, and artistic puismts credited 
to him ? There are geniuses who accomplish a pro- 
digious amount of work by turning night into day , but 
with all my experience In the royal household I am at a 
loss to account for the newspaper statements setting forth 
that now and again the Kaiser spends half, or three-quarters 
of the mght studying state papers or working out great 
projects In the interest of pnblic concern 

In the first place, hh constitutional aversion to sitting 
stm for a considerable time b against night work even 
supposmg, for arguments sake that the daj s or even 
mg s amusements did not tire out the Kaiser so complctcl) 
as to make it impossible for him to give the ncccssarj 
attention to Important business moreover, hi'» lov*c of 
sleep would stand in the wav After supper or at the con 
elusion of the mght’s entertainment the Kaiser Invariabl) 
retires as speedily as possible for * ^for^cn xnedcr lu%it^ * 
thmks hb ilajcsty with Jerome the late King of ^^c5l 
phaha. And to pcrsev*crc in a round of pleasures and 
exdtcmcnt it b essential to husband one s strength 

Many will disagree vdth the statements made, I know 
Having heard so much to the contrary people arc natu 
rally disinclined to have their Ideas upset Still to defend 
against accusations of Inaccuracy or exaggeration 
I need but quote certain notes from my dbry covering 
the period from August 1893 to August 1S91 
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Of the three hundred and si\t5f-live days, the Kaiser 
spent away from his oflicial residence one hundred and 
ninct}-nine, devoting himself to the army on tiventy- 
seven daj”;, and emplo3nng sixteen daj^s in duties of 
representation Ore hundred and fifty-six days were 
consumed by hunting-tnps, sea-joume}^, and \asiting. 

Now to the one hundred and sixty-six da}^ when his 
Majest}^ was “officially” at home Seventy-seven of 
them were pleasantl}^ passed in shooting, boating, yacht- 
ing, or other out-door exercise m the neighbourhood of 
Potsdam or Berlin, w^hile of the remaining eighty-nme 
da}*s, each tw ent3^-four hours w'ere diversified by banquets, 
corsos, concerts, theatneal performances ; by receptions, 
rc\aews, or speech-makings. The number of miles covered 
by the Kaiser either m his saloon-camage or on board 
ship dunng the penod mentioned, amounted to tliree- 
quarters of the earth’s circumference 

A dozen members of our Court soaety were discussing 
the above facts, furnished to settle a bet between Pnneess 
Fredenck Leopold and her brother, Duke Gunther, at a 
musicale given by the -widow of the Red Pnnee in her 
palace on Leipziger Platz, when Pnneess Anbert of Anhalt, 
a spnghtly young Englishwoman, remarked • “ Granted 
his Majesty cannot ply the fourteen trades and arts im- 
puted by some lustonans to Peter the Great, no one wiU 
gainsay that he is a bnlhant speaker and an adept in 
mihtary science.” 

“ Of his rhetoncal quahties,” rephed our graceful 
hostess, who at that tune had special reasons for quarreUing 
wnth her grand-nephew, “ foreigners, even those under- 
standing German as well as you, my dear, can hardly 
form a proper estimate For m3^elf, I thmk the Kaiser’s 
speeches neither distinguished for elegance of dictaon nor 
for ongmahty The most offensive sameness pervades 
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them, and not infrequently th^r abound m misstate- 
ments” 

I could have furnished her Royal Highness at least 
one very good reason for the faults pomted out these 
speeches are of the Kaiser's own making 

Only very rarely will his Majesty take the trouble to 
jot down minutes, as he did with the address to the re- 
cruits mentioned in another chapter and even then it is 
done more to assist memory in following out a certam 
Ime of thought, than to retain dates and figures More- 
over I doubt that he thin ks it necessary to do so A 
person who, relymg merely upon his musical ear, and ^^th 
out having had instrucbon m smging, or being able to 
play an instrument, gets np m a stately gathermg to sing 
a ballad aboimdmg m difficult passages, is certainly the 
qmntcssence of self reliance. 

And that is exactly what William did at Castle Schhti, 
m May, 1894 with Count Goertr as accompanist, the bold 
ness of the exploit before an audience distingmshed for 
artistic accomplishments being none the less pronounced 
on account of the fact that the air was alleged to be his 
own compositioiu 

Of the performance Countess Goertx spoke to the 
Empress m most enthusiastic terms , but to quote 
WTlham her ladj’ship is a woman so beautiful that 
to expect sense from her would bo hoggish ” 

That on the same occasion his ilajcsty acquitted him 
self quite ^vcll as Afl/>e//fneis/fr, conducting Uic band a 
military one which liad been thoroughl} drilled in per 
forming the ‘ Song to iEgir ” Is not aslomshing With lit^ 
ear for music and a httle oltentlon to tcclinique it would 
ha\c been diflicult indeed to lead ^ perfect an orcjicstra 
into blunders when cver> man knew that hU slightest 
mistake would be foUowtd by profovionnl disgrace 
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Some months after the exploit m Schhtz, his Majesty 
and a great number of fnends were huntmg near Castle 
Letzlmgen, the band of the Saltzwedel Lancers furnish- 
mg the table-music At that time, the official papers 
reported “ The Kaiser agam proved his emment musical 
talent by conductmg the grand march from ‘ Aida ’ ” 
One of the party, General von Haemsch, however, teUs 
me that this is not true The Kaiser took up the baton 
to lead the “ Hohenfnedberger ” and Count Moltke’s 
“ Rider’s March,” compositions of qmte a different cahbre 
to Verdi’s great work, and which, besides, the band could 
have played m the dark and with eyes closed 

Much as one nught be mchned to look upon this sort 
of coxcombry as a harmless afiectation hable to wear off 
m the course of time, its real purport is too glarmg to 
be overlooked ; this paradmg with plumes borrowed and 
stolen, the many bids for popular applause through news- 
paper adulation smackmg of the methods of the press 
agent, Wilham’s pubhc lectunng and preachmg, his 
coquettmg with the stage and letters, — all is but part of 
a S3rstem carefuUy pieced together to uphold the pretence 
of impenal omniscience and ommpotence. 

“ As to the Socialists, leave them to me , that’s what 
I told Bismarck a dozen tunes,” said the Kaiser at supper 
on May 14, i88g, after the famous audience granted by 
him to a party of strikers , “I wih settle them single- 
handed ” And more than eight years later, toward the 
end of July, 1897, when he was on his way home from 
Norway, he kept the wires hot for three da}^, demandmg 
Miquel, Pnnce Hohenlohe, and other fnends to arrange 
for him a meeting with Bismarck, that he might ask the 
ex-Chancellor’s advice concermng the re-mtroduction of 
the old Bismarckian Sociahstic laws, which the govern- 
ment allowed to pass out of existence after the first Chan- 
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cdlor’s dismissal And as in 1889 and 1890 the whole 
palace was moved to sympathise with the poor labouring 
man who needed enhghtenment and justice such as WTlham 
alone knew how to provide and administer (perish the 
thought that the Iron Chancellor ever possessed the shghtest 
aptitude for dealing ivith the labour question 1), so we 
were recently drilled to return to the abandoned maxinis 
and help the Kaiser eat his own words, — a practice he 
indulges m so irequently that I thlnt his memory is be- 
conung defective, as otherwise his mordmate mnitj would 
never permit him to acknowledge defeat. 

To return to the observations of Prmcess Fredcnck 
Charles There is among the munberiess speeches and 
saymgs reported of the Kaiser not one pith} remark 
that has become a by word m everyKiay speech or in 
letters In aH this dreary ivOderncss of imperial serbosit} , 
we find no imi that outhved the hour of its birth and 
the leaiser’s observations as a general thing, ore too 
commonplace and insignificant even to perrmt dressing up 
Other important persons arc made to sa} de\cr things, 
often without their knowledge or consent, but WiUiam’s 
fnends tmd admirers scour his speeches \alnly for a peg 
upon which to Iiang some witticism, or some flash ol 
genius that might cientuall} be credited to the rojal 
tattler The ranperor wlio claims to be a student of 
the older French literature probabl} got far enough in 
Riiarol to learn that it is on iraracnso ndiantagc to 
liaie ncier said an}'thing The sentence following 
namcl} ‘but one should not abuse it he must have 
ov erlooked for he ccrtainl} decs abuse the pnvilege And 
in a twofold manner loo he keeps on fa}dng notlung 
and misquotes htstoiy at the same time I have not 
Vept a minute account ot the mlsdvcs but if memorv 
serves roe right I should sa} that full} one-thiid of the 
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inyslcnous anonymous letters that caused the great Court 
scandal of winch I will speak prescntlj^ contained caustic 
references to the Kar^cr’s assassination of historical facts 
Thus, during the Chnstmas season of 1894, hei j\Ia]esty’s 
holiday humour was seriously disturbed by an epistle 
hauling the Kai'^cr o\'cr the coals for a speech he had made 
in Kiel, at the swcanng-in of lecruits, and w'hich referred 
to the battle of Vercclla (loi B c ) as ha\ang been fought 
“between Germans and Romans” (mistake No i), and 
wherein “the Romans were vanquished” (mistake No 2) 
“ by the enemy’s superior valour ” (mistake No 3). 

After pointing out half-a-dozen other errors, the writer 
of the anonymous note, doubtless a w'oman, suggested 
that Auguste ^hetona buy her husband a small reference- 
library , at the same time the correspondent thanked 
“ William-the-Sudden ” for having garbled history m 
order to pay homage to the arms of ancient France, “ for,” 
said this wnter, “ the barbaric tribe w'lnch opposed the 
Romans at Vercella w'ere not Germans, but Cimbn, or 
Gauls , that is, they belonged to the same family as the 
French of to-day ” Similar anonymous notes addressed 
to her Majesty emptied the vials of sarcasm over the 
composer of the “ Song to i®gir,” which latter, it was 
pointed out, was not a god of the sea, but a miserable 
landlubber, who never had so much as a smh of the ocean 
The Empress used to turn over these epistles to her 
husband, \vith an aching heart , but if her Majesty, like 
most of her fnends, hoped that these missives would make 
William more careful m the future, her expectations were 
not reahsed, for the Kaiser goes bravely on blundermg 
and exposing himself to ridicule So he improvised, at 
the unveihng of the Kaiser Wilhelm monument m Cologne, 
in July, 1897, an appeal for the enlargement of the navy, 
taking his text from “the figure of the ancient sea-god 
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embeflishing a medallion at the foot of this proud 
statue ” 

It happened however that the image referred to did 
not represent -Egir, but 'Father Rhme,” who resembles 
his heathen colleague in everythmg save the bunches of 
grapes that rest upon Ws lodes Of course in the uni 
vcrsal hflanty provoked by this qutd fro quo the Emperor's 
appeal went for naught 

That 37oung English Princess whom we met m the 
palace on Leipriger Platz brought up the question of the 
Kaiser’s singular adeptness for the mflitary, most m 
opportunely It is In bad taste to speak of the dchnqnent 
in the hangmans house. The ^v^dow of the Red Prince 
greatest of HohenxoUem strat^ists smee the Seven Years’ 
War did not ate this truism to her ymmg rclati\*e but 
the list of raflitary blunders she proceeded to lay at the 
warlords door proved that she bad the proverb in 
mmd. 

Field marshal Count Blumcnthal * she said “uho 
as chief of the Crown Prince’s staff In the wars of i8C6 
and 1870 plucked the laurels that made the Kaiser’s 
fallicr appear almost as great a general as my o\\ti husband 
— Blumcnthal used to complain that he was c\*cr obliged 
to prod Frederick to action In war the man of ripe 
and ready Judgment is the most successful, but the late 
Emperor was i\ov> at thinking and e\‘cn more dilator} 
when he came to act 

‘Witli his son OVUliam II) just the oppo^tc hold* 
good If that j’oung man has c^tr been able to resist a 
•iudden impulse to any deed no one In or out of lus famll) 
has heard of it Some years ago he made hb ^vife chi'*! 
of the Pascwalk Cuirassiers and designed a uniform for 
her M commander of UiU crack regiment Auguste 
Wetona is entitled to the insignia of a general but the 
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Emperor, unthinking as he is, bestowed upon her heutcnant’s 
epaulettes. Think of it — a lieutenant leading a regiment 
before the war-lord in parade, a lieutenant presiding at 
the state banquets in the officers’ mess ! On another 
occasion, when the Russian craze had hold of him, he 
issued an order compeUmg the officers of the General 
Staff to attend desk-work in nding-boots They did so 
for a day or two , but, finding it impossible to contmue 
their studies m tins heavy accoutrement, combined among 
themselves to disobey the command and rasume ordinary 
foot-gear 

“ But the most thoughtless of all hrs mihtary blunders 
was his cabinet older creating your Highness’s grand- 
mother ” (and the old Princess bowed wath a mock courtesy 
toward the Enghshwoman), “ Queen Victona, Chief of 
the First Dragoons.” 

“ Young Mrs Anbert,” as Lomse of Anhalt is famiharly 
called at Court, started up, and seemed to be strugghng 
for words 

“Tut, tut ' ” appeased her Royal Highness the httle 
fire-brand, plaang one hand on Louise’s knee, “ no dis- 
respect to her Majesty, I assure you The stupidity was 
aU on my grand-nephew’s part He named the First- 
Dragoons ‘ Queen of England Dragoons ’ just one hundred 
and eighty-two years, less two months and twenty-mne 
days, after the umon between England and Scotland went 
mto effect and the realm became officially known as Great 
Bntam ” 

Everybody m the room sat speechless for a while, 
until Princess Anbert said, half-pleadmgly “ But, dear 
aunt, the change m the nomenclature that eventually 
had to be made caused no great havoc, I trust ” 

“ Oh, no ! ” replied the Pnncess, “ his Majesty did not 
suffer the least mconvenience on account of that error , 

H 
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but the nation who had to pay double for the initials 
attached to the shoulder-straps and on the helmets doubt 
less felt greatly edified by the blunder, and so did the 
officers who for similar reasons Vr'ere several thousand 
marks out of pocket ” 



CHAPTER VII 


THE kaiser’s amusements — THE MENZEL FESTIVAL 

Both Majesties, as mentioned m a previous chapter, 
being indifferent talkers, after-dinner entertainments at 
the Prussian Court are not of a very lofty sort , indeed, 
I am not stretching the point when I say that ennm begms 
to hang heavily upon all present m the gilded salons as 
soon as the coffee is brought m, unless the Kaiser happens 
to lecture, or chooses to exliaust lus stock of humorous 
remarks , m that event it becomes every one’s duty to 
appear, at least, interested and edified 

To diversify things a bit, we frequently arrange “ rebus 
competitions,” a form of amusement m which the simple- 
minded Empress takes great dehght, while the Kaiser, 
who not only tolerates the “ twm sister of charade ” m 
his own house, but has introduced the game into the army 
ofiicers’ casmos, takes active part m the sport either for 
the purpose of drawmg attention to some smart idea that 
has entered his head, or merely for the sake of heanng 
himself talk 

Whether, as Pnncess Charlotte suspects, it was owmg 
to the fact that she is known to “ hate rebuses,” or 
whether it was mtended as a tnbute to her fame as a wit, 
I do not know , but the future Duchess of Memmgen 
was, imtil qmte recently, forced to contnbute more often 
to the pictonal pastime of the Court than any other 
member of the royal family or the household. 

Now it happened, at an evemng reception at the Berlm 
Schloss, m the wmter of 1896, that her Highness was 
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but the nation \vho had to pav double lor the initials 
attached to the shoulder-straps and on the helmets doubt 
\es% felt greatly edified by the blunder and so did the 
officers who for sunflar reasons were several thousand 
marks out of pocket- 
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THE kaiser’s amusements — ^THE MENZEL FESTIVAL 

Both Majesties, as mentioned m a previous chapter, 
bemg mdifferent talkers, after-dinner entertainments at 
the Prussian Court are not of a very lofty sort , mdeed, 
I am not stretching the pomt when I say that ennui begins 
to hang heavily upon all present in the gilded salons as 
soon as the coffee is brought m, unless the Kaiser happens 
to lecture, or chooses to exhaust his stock of humorous 
remarks , in that event it becomes every one’s duty to 
appear, at least, mterested and edified. 

To diversify thmgs a bit, we frequently arrange “ rebus 
competitions,” a form of amusement m which the simple- 
mmded Empress takes great dehght, while the Kaiser, 
who not only tolerates the “ twm sister of charade ” m 
his own house, but has introduced the game into the army 
officers’ casmos, takes active part m the sport either for 
the purpose of drawmg attention to some smart idea that 
has entered his head, or merely for the sake of heanng 
himself talk 

Whether, as Prmcess Charlotte suspects, it was owmg 
to the fact that she is known to “hate rebuses,” or 
whether it was mtended as a tnbute to her fame as a wit 
I do not know , but the future Duchess of Meimngen 
was, until qmte recently, forced to contnbute more often 
to the pictonal pastime of the Court than any other 
member of the royal family or the household 

Now it happened, at an evemng reception at the Berhn 
Schloss, in the winter of 1896, that her Highness was 
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called away from an animated convcxsatiOD she was can^ 
mg on with haU-a-doien young ofl&cers She responded 
langmdly and with ill-grace and turning to me, whispered 

‘ I will teach them a lesson to-night Their Majesties 
ought to know better than to draw me mto any such 
sewing-soaety frohc. Ah yes** she added changing her 
tone, ‘ I came prepared for the ordeal but had no Idea 
that the audience would mdude his Majesty I ^vam you 
brother that one of your wondrous ideals may be shattered 
if you insist upon the exploitation of m> poor riddle ' 

Never mind Lottchen if you amuse us, all shall 
be forgiven *‘ 

Then send for the copy of the Journal Amusani 
which I saw on j our desk ’* 

The hvely boulevard sheet which contained a grotesque 
review of the talon was brought in together with a number 
of scissors that had Ukcinsc been ordered and her Rov’al 
Highness Instructed several of her umformed fnends to cut 
out certain pictures whicli she pasted on a sheet of white 
paper adding one or tw*© pencil sketches with her own hand 
Here we have the enigmatical representation of one 
of the most interesting figures m history she began in 
the voice of an auctioneer ^ou all know the perron 
One of our greatest poets has immortalised the subject 
in a stjmng drama while tlic figures in the rebus arc all 
taken from the epitaph erected to the perron s memor) 
by a fine English wit 

Their Majesties the Princesses and Pnnra and all 
the lords and ladies crowded around the table pTccting 
her Ro>*aI HiglmcSiS ^vord4 with rounds of applause 

But what do these caricatures stand for ? asked 
the Kaisenn inclining her fair head toward tlr orra> of 
pnnted and band-drawn images 

At \‘Our Majestj * command courtmed IHin'^' 
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Charlotte, and, taking up her fan, the spnghtly young 
woman pointed out each figure, labelhng them in suc- 
cession as follows' “Here we have a man-at-arms or 
w’oman-at-arms (who would know the difference , secondly, 
the image of a saint , thirdly, that of a witch , fourthly, 
that of a lust}^ 5^oung fellow , fifthl}^ that of a sweet 
maiden , sixthly, that of a harlot , No 7, the penwig of 
a ]udge, indicating the law , No 8, the emblem of the 
Repubhc , No 9, the Archangel Gabnel alarming the 
gamsons of the world on judgment-day ” 

Ever^^body set to guessing, and everybody was highty 
astonished \vhen, in the end, a correct answer not forth- 
coming, her Ro3''al Highness announced the solution of 
the rebus Joan of Arc 

“ Clever, ver^^ clever ' ” cned the Emperor , “ it is a fact 
that the sex of the reputed heroine has been m doubt ” 

“ I have read somewhere that tlus virgm was blessed with 
several cluldren,” remarked the Duke of Schleswig dryly 
“ But what has this type of a cocoite to do with the 
story ^ ” And her Majesty indicated one of the Journal 
Amusant sketches 

“ If you will let me quote an epitaph from ‘ Historical 
Ran ties,’ to winch I alluded, the connection will become 
clear at once ” 

“ Provided it is not too, too ” hsped the Empress, 

who dreads her sister-in-law’s devil-may-care spints ; but 
the Kaiser, anxious to hear the rest, told Lottchen to 
proceed, which she did with evident rehsh These were 
the hnes quoted 

“ Here lies Joan of ArCj the which 
Some count saint, and some count witch , 

Some count man, and something more_, 

Some count maid, and some a whore j 
Her hfds m question, wrong or nght , 

Her death's in doubt by laws or might 
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Ob, hinoccnce 1 taVe b«ed of it. 

How tioc, too, near to gnth doth sit. 

(bleantitne, Frarut % wonder saw 
K woman *galn*t Salic law 1) 

Bin reader be contest to stay 
Thy censarc till the jodfitnent-day 
Then ihalt thoo know, and not before, 

\Miether satn/t ip»/M, man, maiif or vAjyrr " 

His ilajesty never proposed the game at his ov,m house 
after this at least not when the Princess of ilcimngcn 
was in the party 

We most draw the line somewhere she demoralises 
our young officers,* says the Empress And “I don*t 
care if I do virtue in a soldier is a word s-oid of sense ” 
IS Prmcess Giarlotte*s merry rejoinder 

Countess Wartcnsleben a descendant of the lad) of 
that name who became famous as maSiresu en Utn of the 
fint King of Prussia after the latter s impotenc) had 
been a subject of diplomatic correspondence for some 
time— Countess Wortenslcbcn tells me another rebus in 
which the Emperor figured 

It appears that his Majesty, at the conclusion of a 
banquet arranged fn his honour b) the officers of the Bodi 
Cuirassiers in Breslau (September n 1890) proposed 
his favourite means for UUiog time and forthwitfi con 
structed tfic fol/mirng rebus 


murFLM 


kAlSEI 


o 
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It was too deep for the “ talent ” present — some fifty 
or sixty officers — and finally the Emperor condescended 
to explain the mystery. 

“ \Wiy, it means • Verdict by Emperor WiUiam ” (the 
]oke hinges upon the similarity of the German words 
Uhrihcil, that is, part of a dock, viz , the pendulum, and 
Uithcil, VIZ , verdict) 

All applauded -wildly, aU except one , instead of ad- 
miration, the handsome features of Rittmeister Count 
Wartensleben exliibited traces of a sneer 

“ You have a different solution, Count,” exclaimed 
Wilham , “I see it m your face ” 

“ I had one in mind, your Majesty , but, after the 
Kaiser has spoken, my poor explanation cannot be of the 
least account ” 

“ StiU, I must have it Speak up ” 

“ I beg your Majesty to absolve me from that duty ” 

“ I command you to proceed ” 

Wartensleben bit his bps “ As your Majesty knows, 
I am a Mecklenburger,” he said , “I learned my Fntz 
Reuter by heart The rebus reminds me of a passage m 
‘ Durchleuchtmg,’ — ‘ He goes this way, he goes that 
way ’ ” 

Ommous silence feU upon the assemblage after this 
blunt speech “ My husband said that you could hear 
the Colonel shake in his boots,” reported Madame von 
Wartensleben when she descnbed the scene to me Luckily 
the Kaiser chose to treat the matter as a joke “ If that 
IS to be an allusion to my title of Reise-Kaiser, yours is 
not a bad idea,” he said, gathered up his drawing and 
threw it under the table 

“ He goes this way, he goes that way ” — an animated 
pendulum swmgmg freely under the action of a mmd 
that rambles more or less incoherently from one topic to 
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another, its ideas overthrowing each other — this Wartens- 
leben (or his Reuter) has a dearer notion of the KaiseFs 
character than all the rest of his cntics 

Princess Frederick Charles’s caustic remarks quoted 
m another chapter have acquainted us with some of the 
more senous consequences of William’s unbndled fanpetu 
osity here follow some examples of less importance, 
that at the same time, are more pleasant to contem 
plate 

In the middle of February 1892, when the Kaiser 
held Court m the Berhn Schloss as usual m winter I i\-as 
about to read the newspapers to her Majesty one fine 
mommg when unfolding the parcel of our daily hteraij 
allowance, I came across a copy of the Berliner Kleinex 
Journal — organ of ces dames that of course is stnctlj 
tabooed in the Impenal apartments 50 tDebod> had 
smuggled tins sheet info Auguste Wetona s sanctum 
doubtless for a ^ell-defined purpose Among the «oaet> 
notes was a marked paragraph which at once attracted 
her Majesty’s attention and she ordered me to read it 
before I had tunc to ascertain its contents 

It turned out to be a 8tor\ connecting the name of 
the Emperors adjutant Herr \*on Huelscn with tliat of 
the onlj daughter of General \*Dn Lucadou os a matri 
monial possibihtj 

‘Incredible I cned the Empress Herr wn HueUcn 
maj be a Count some day and that jtiung woman s mother 
IS descended from a French tailors family ’ 

A \*cr> nch tailor s though ’ suggested Friulcin \*on 
Geredorff 

\ cr> hkcl} ’ said the Empress somewhat piqued 
considcnng the prices these Paris tnodniei diarpe 
Then turning to me her Majestj continued He fooj 
enough to take the paper to liis Majests 4 ttud> and 
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place it on his desk, so he may find it upon his return 
This scandal must be mpped in the bud ” 

When I reached the impenal antechamber, the Kaiser 
had ]ust come m from parade, and, observmg the paper 
I had m my hand, inquired, m his customary impulsive 
style, what it meant ? 

“ My ah-highest mistress desired me to put the Kleines 
Journal upon your Majesty’s desk It contains a refer- 
ence to Herr von Huelsen ” 

“ To Huelsen ? Let me see ” After readmg the first 
hue or two, he turned to the chasseur, who was standmg 
at the door waiting to reheve him of his ndmg-boots and 
heavy sabre “ Fetch Adjutant von Huelsen at once ” 

I was about to withdraw, but the Emperor stopped 
me “ Come mto my room for a moment,” he said, m 
his most gracious style “You shall be present durmg 
Huelsen’s examination, and then report to her Majesty ” 
The Kaiser sat down upon the sofa, and studied the 
paragraph word for word Presently, Major von Huelsen 
came to ascertain the master’s pleasure 

“ Why don’t you marry Fraulem von Lucadou ^ ” said 
the Kaiser, looking up from the paper with a smile that 
expressed good-natured surprise “You have good uses 
for her money, I should reckon, and m this case I promise 
to say, with my ancient colleague, ‘ Non olet ’ ” 

“ Beggmg your Majesty’s pardon, I cannot marry that 
young lady.” 

“ And why not, if I approve of the match ? ” 

Von Huelsen reddened as he answered, with a side 
glance at me “ Her mother is up m arms agamst me , 
your Majesty remembers that httle affair with the actress 
Meyer ? ” 

“ I do, of course , but the old woman must not raise 
objections on that account, which gave my Body Hussars 
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a most dashmg pn\’ate Tell me, honestly, do yon want 
the girl ? ” 

“ Yonr Majesty ’* said the Major with spmt, “ I would 
many a negress if my Emperor approved of it' 

‘That white slave shall be m your arms this \*ery 
day, my word on it** And addressing me, his Majestj 
contmued “ Pray, Countess inform her Majesty that 
everything has been arranged satisfectorily and that she 
must prepare for an early weddmg banquet m BcHcMie 
Strasse. * 

Twenty minutes later the Kaiser ascended the stairs 
leading to General von Lucadon s hd eiQ%e, his chasseur 
carrying a beautiful bouquet of white roses, following 
As it happened Frdulem \on Lucadou was celebrating 
her birthdaj and the splendid residence was cn ffte but 
preparations for an influx of guests notwithstanding the 
Emperor'^ unannounced threvr the big household 
into confusion — a condition most ^a^•ou^ablc to his Majest/s 
purpose To begin with he congratulated Friulcin \*on 
Lucadou before the assembled guests on her betrothal 
to his adjutant, and then drew the * Generalin ** mto a 
comer to extol to her the virtues of her future in 
law 

But ’ gasped the old lady m whose bosom pndc and 
anger fought for suprema^ our daughter has not m> 
consent In fact j*our Majestj s congratulations arc 
based upon a false presumption n\*en the General has 
not scnouslj considered Herr \x>n Huelscn s wooing ‘ 

‘ P^hawl the General obej orden c\*er> time 
bristled up his Majestj ‘and as for j*ou Frju 

I hope \'Ou will wai%c j’our objections when I tell j'ou 
that Iluelwn is just the roan for j’our daiightrr 

Of course Madame \*on Lucadou Ind to gii-c fn ar ! 
toon altcnrard the wedding was celebratrd iHtfi great 
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pomp, the Kaiser and Kaiserm, by their presence, lending 
additional splendour to the ceremomes and the banquet 
In this case, as m most other unimportant issues, where 
the fascmation of the impenal name holds good, or where 
an “ all-highest command ” addressed to ofScial or semi- 
official persons, is law, the Kaiser gained his point, and 
for weeks afterward spoke exultmgly of his “ tammg of 
the shrew,” for as such, Madame la Generate has a weU- 
deserved reputation As for Herr von Huelsen, though 
the Emperor’s mterference gamed him a nch and hand- 
some wife, his troubles had only begun His mother-m- 
law, Sehstem-Pauh, with whom the Lucadou fortune 
originated, gave to the young couple a beautiful residence 
ad]oimng her own palace, furmshmg it magmficently , but 
as, at the same time, she msisted upon staymg with her 
daughter from early mormng till late at mght, this splen- 
did home soon resembled a very warm place m Herr von 
Huelsen’s eyes, — the “ hottest on or under the earth,” 
he assured me m a burst of confidence 

“Tell the Kaiser of the wretchedness his Schadchen- ^ 
mdustry earned m its wake — ^he must take pity on his 
favounte,” I advised the disconsolate Benedict 

“ Not for a milhon, your Ladyship , he is capable of 
dnvmg stante pede to Bellevue Strasse to demand an ex- 
planation ” 

However, the story of poor von Huelsen’s sorrows 
finally reached the Emperor’s ears, and he sent his adjutant 
to Vienna as mihtary plempotentiary, after first conferring 
upon him the title and name of Count Haeseler, which 
had become extmet by the death of the adjutant’s maternal 
grandfather, the last of the noble house 

A great many diplomatic appointments are made m 
that fashion under William II , as will be shown m the 

* Professional match-maker 



122 PRIVATE LIVES OF 

a most dashing pnvate. Tell me, honestly, do you want 
the girl ? ’ 

“ Your Ma 3 e 3 ty ** said the Major, with Spint, ‘ I would 
marry a negress if my Emperor approved of it. ' 

‘That \\hite slave shall be in your aims this \*crv 
day, my word on it.” And addressmg me, hts Majcstj 
contmued ‘ Pray, Countess mform her Majesty that 
everythmg has been arranged satisfactorily and that she 
must prepare for an early wedding banquet in Belle\'ue 
Strasse” 

Twenty minutes later the Kaiser ascended the staus 
leading to General von Lucodou s bd da^e his chasseur 
carrymg a beautiful bouquet of white roses, following 

As it happened FrSuIem von Lucadou was celebrating 
her birthday and the splendid residence rs'as cn f/lc but 
preparations for an inOux of guests notwithstanding the 
Emperors unannounced xTSit thren the big household 
mto confusion — a condition most favourable to his Majesl/s 
purpose To begin mth he congratulated Fraulem \on 
Lucadou before the assembled guests on her betrothal 
to his adjutant and then drew the Ceneralm ” mto a 
comer to extol to her the virtues of her future son in 
law 

But gasped the old ladj In whose bosom pndc and 
anger fought for supremaej our daughter has not rn> 
consent. In fact j-our MaJestj 5 congratulations arc 
based npon a false presumption E\*en the General Itas 
not scnousl) considered Hctr von Huclscn s wtjomg * 

Pihau t the General will obej orders cvcr> tim^ 
bnsllcd up his Majesty and as for >*ou jnJiiff 
I hope >*ou wHl wai\‘c >*our objections when I tell >‘nu 
that Huelsen is just the man for j*our daughter 

Of course Madame von Lucadou had to gist in arv! 
soon afterward l!ie wedding seas celebrated witli great 
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pomp, the Kaiser and Kaiserm, by their presence, lending 
additional splendour to the ceremonies and the banquet 
In this case, as m most other unimportant issues, where 
the fascmation of the imperial name holds good, or where 
an “ all-highest command ” addressed to official or semi- 
official persons, is law, the Kaiser gamed his point, and 
for weeks afterward spoke exultmgly of his “ tammg of 
the shrew,” for as such, Madame la Gcnei’ole has a weU- 
deserved reputation. As for Herr von Huelsen, though 
the Emperor’s mterference gained him a nch and hand- 
some wife, his troubles had only begun His mother-m- 
law, 71£& Sehsterh-Pauh, with whom the Lucadou fortune 
ongmated, gave to the young couple a beautiful residence 
adjoimng her own palace, furnishing it magnificently , but 
aSj at the same time, she insisted upon staymg with her 
daughter from early mommg till late at mght, this splen- 
did home soon resembled a very warm place m Herr von 
Huelsen s eyes, — the “ hottest on or under the earth,” 
he ^sured me m a burst of confidence 

Tell the Kaiser of the wretchedness his Schadchen- 1 
industry earned in its wake — ^he must take pity on his 
favo^te, I advised the disconsolate Benedict 

Not for a milhon, your Ladyship , he is capable of 

dnvmg stante -pede to Bellevue Strasse to demand an ex- 
planation ” 

However, the story of poor von Huelsen’s sorrows 
reached the Emperor’s ears, and he sent his adjutant 
to Vienna as mihtary plempotentiary, after first conferring 
upon him the title and name of Count Haeseler, which 
uad become extmet by the death of the adjutant’s maternal 
grandfather, the last of the noble house 

uiony diplomatic appointments are made m 
oat fashion under William II , as wiU be sho%vn m the 

^ Professional match-maker 
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a most dashing pnvate, TeH 
the girl ? ” 

Your Majesty ” said the 1 
marry a n^res if my Emperor 
‘ That white slave shall 1 
day my word on iV* And, 
continued ** Pray, Coimtess 
everything has been arranged 
must prepare for an early 
Strasse." 

Twenty minutes later the 
leading to General \’on Lucadi 
carrymg a beautiful bouquet ol 
As It happened FrSuldn 
her birthday and the splendid : 
preparations for an influx of 5 
Emperors unannounced visit 
mto confusion— a condition mosi 
purpose To begin with he t 
Lucadou before the asscmblct 
to his adjutant and then dre 
comer to extol to her the vi 
law 

But ’ gasped the old lad\ 
anger fought for supremaej 
consent In fact >*our Ma 
based upon a fake presumpt 
not scnouslj considered Herr 

P<ha^^ 1 the General vn 
bnsUed up Ills MaJestj * a 
I hope >*oa wiU waive j-our 
that HucUen Is just the mi 
Of course Madame von I 
soon afterward the weddin/ 
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and most charactcnstic in her hundred or more letters 
m the Potsdam and Charlottcnburg archives 

“ The Duchess takes pains to show that the morals of 
the French Court arc distasteful to her , she rails against 
the King’s mistress, she even seems to deplore the abrupt 
ending of the hostilities, but has not one word of criticism 
for the King’s I^Iajesty Reverently and silentlj’’ she 
acquiesces in the all-highest decision ■ tlie King pleased 
to do a certain thmg, therefore it behoves the subject 
to submit to his uiU m silence That is as it should be 
This one paragraph is worth whole volumes of theoretical 
teachings on the doctnne of Kingship by the grace of 
God If its general contents did not make it unfit for 
such use, I would have it inserted m all the Readers and 
similar school-books ” 

The ]\Ienzel festival m Sans Souci (June, 1895) was 
likewise arranged by the Kaiser on the spur of the moment 
Dunng a conversation dealing vath the artist’s forth- 
commg eightieth birthday, somebody had remarked upon 
the treatment Menzel suffered at the hands of Frederick 
Wilham IV s Court-marshal, the late Count Keller, who 
did not even deign to answer lus request when ]\Ienzel 
asked to be allowed to see Fredenck the Great’s histoncal 
Music Room by candle-hght previous to putting the finish- 
ing touches to his celebrated painting, “ The Flute Concert 
at Sans Souci ” 

“ Maybe he was fnghtened at the prospect of furmsh- 
mg a couple of dozen wax candles,” sneered the Duke 
of Schleswig 

“ More hkely he knew nothmg of Menzel’s growing 
reputation,” suggested Vegas, the sculptor 

The Emperor overheard the last words, and jomed 
her Majesty, who was holding petit cercle m the Tassen 
Zimmer 
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chapter devoted to the Kaiser and his personal friends 
A •whim a word a •woman that is not even “ well bom ” 
according to ultra-German notions — these three V”s suffice 
to raise anybody though he may be a nobod>, to a position 
of mtemational importance m the German Empire of 
to-day 

Not long ago I was readmg to their Majesties from 
the collection of letters which the Duchess of Orleans 
Princess Palatme, addressed to Queen Charlotte of Prussia 
at the bcginmng of the eighteenth century, and to v,hich 
I alluded m a prevnous chapter 

r know of many great c\Tmts that historians ha\c 
attributed to pohey or ambition but which originated 
from most insignificant tnfles** said the confidante of 
Louis XIV m one of her long gossipy epistles " Louis 
for instance retired from the present war against Holland 
solely for the purpose of returning to that old ZoilH (dcim 
rep) of a Montespan and to pursue once more his nightly 
rc\*cl3 m her foul embraces * 

The Empress shuddered and told me nc\cr again to 
read from “ Madame s* letters at random as I had been 
domg under orders prc%iou5l3 gi\cn Herr \on dcr 
Kncscbcck ^^•iU make extracts and •^elections from the 
Duchess's writings for future use ’ she said lyimlng 
SNVcctlj on the pious dtambcrlain 

1 cannot conceive jour object in vmiung for an 
abridged edition of these letters remarked tlie Kai^r 
who seemed to be annojTd at the idea the Duchess 
had certainl) the grand aln of one bom In tlie purple 
though her language Is tliat of the penod— blunt even 
coar^ie •at times Still with all that her letters mu't 
be read in their entlrctv \ God frjnng censor sucli 
jssur Kntsebeck I'erc would ptobabU Inv-c el ninstnl 
the passage we just beard though it Is on** of tb^ prand*'-* 
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and most charactenstic m her hundred or more letters 
m the Potsdam and Chailottenburg arcluves. 

“ The Duchess takes pains to show that the morals of 
the French Court are distasteful to her , she rails against 
the King’s mistress, she even seems to deplore the abrupt 
ending of the hostilities, but has not one word of criticism 
for the King’s j\Ia]est3’- Reverently and silently she 
acquiesces m the all-highest decision * the King pleased 
to do a certain thmg, therefore it behoves the subject 
to submit to his will m silence That is as it should be 
This one paragraph is worth whole volumes of theoretical 
teachings on the doctrme of Kmgship by the grace of 
God If its general contents did not make it unfit for 
such use, I would have it inserted m aU the Readers and 
similar school-books ” 

The Menzel festival in Sans Souci (June, 1895) was 
likewse arranged by the Kaiser on the spur of the moment 
During a conversation deahng vith the artist’s forth- 
commg eightieth birthday, somebody had remarked upon 
the treatment Menzel suffered at the hands of Fredenck 
WiUiam IV s Court-marshal, the late Count KeUer, who 
did not even deign to answer his request when Menzel 
asked to be allowed to see Fredenck the Great’s histoncal 
Music Room by candle-hght previous to puttmg the fimsh- 
mg touches to his celebrated painting, “ The Flute Concert 
at Sans Souci ” 

“ Maybe he was fnghtened at the prospect of furnish- 
ing a couple of dozen wax candles,” sneered the Duke 
of Schleswig 

“ More likely he knew nothmg of Menzel’s growing 
reputation,” suggested Vegas, the sculptor 

The Emperor overheard the last words, and jomed 
her Majesty, who was holding pe^t^ cercle m the Tassen 
Zimmer 
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chapter devoted to the Kaiser and his personal friends 
A whim a word a woman that is not even * ^cell bom ” 
according to nltra-German notions — these three ^Vs suffice 
to raise anybody though he may be a nobodj, to a position 
of mtemational importance m the German Empire of 
to-day 

Not long ago I was reading to their Majesties from 
the collection of letters which the Duchess of Orleans 
Princess Palatmc addressed to Queen Charlotte of Prussia 
at the beginning of the eighteenth century and to vhich 
I alluded in a previous chapter 

I know of many great e\‘cnts that historians ha\c 
attributed to policy or ambition but which onginatcd 
from most insigmficant tnfles said the confidante of 
Louis XIV in one of her long gossipy epistles " Louis 
for instance retired from the present ^va^ against Holland 
solely for the purpose of returning to that old Zc/Ul (deni 
rep) of a Montespan and to pursue once more his nightlj 
rc\xl5 m her foul embraces 

The Empress shuddered and told me ne\cr again to 
read from Madame s * letters at random as I had been 
doing under orders preiiousl^ gi\cn ‘Herr ion der 
Kncscbcck will make extracts and *ielcctions from the 
Duchess 5 writings for future use she «iaid beaming 
5wecU> on the pious chamberlain 

I cannot conceive jour object in wishing for an 
abndged edition of these letters ' remarked th'* Kaior 
who veemed to be annoj*eU at the idea the Dufhr^' 
liad ccrtainlj the grand airs of one bom in the purpl** 
though her language is tlial of the pcnfxl—blunt rvm 
coarw at times Still with nil tliat her letten mu t 
be read in their entiretj A God frannr cmo>r «u h 
\*our Knf<ebecls liere vtould probalU lav'll rhnilnitnJ 
the pasMge v.e jmt heard thougli It iv on'* o! tlu* 
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their ]\Ia]esties have no further commands for you to-mght,” 
when Countess Brockdorff and mj^elf were summoned to 
the Kaisenn’s dressing-room. Her Majesty was pacing 
the floor “ Help me think ! ” she cned , “ where shall 
I get a costume m so short a time ? Even if we tele- 
graph to Vienna this very hour, the dress could not be 
fimshed and reach here in due season ” 

I found it difficult to remam patient with my mistress 
“ As the miller pointed out to Fredenck the Great, that 
there is a Chancellor’s Court in Berhn, so I might suggest 
to your Imperial Majesty that the capital affords some 
very respectable costumers, and that the satin and velvet 
necessary for the over and under dress can be procured 
at any shop Unter den Linden,” I remarked 

“ Her Ladyship is nght,” said Countess Brockdorff, 
“ but ” — this mahcious woman would sooner think of 
flying than praise somebody without a “ but ” to offset 
her own note of approval — “ but, as you know, the Kaiser 
desires her Majesty to represent a histoncal personage noted 
for her fondness of silver and gold embroidery The under- 
dress and the train of the costume must be nchly orna- 
mented How will you accomplish this m so short a time ^ ” 
“ With her Majesty’s permission,” I answered, “ 1 wiH 
once more ate an example from Prussian history When 
the victonous King ordered the ceremony of swearmg 
allegiance m Breslau at twelve hours’ notice, the only 
cloth of state on hand for covering the throne and canopy 
was of the Austnan variety , that is, sprinkled with two- 
headed eagles ‘ Never mind,’ said the Kang, ‘ cut out 
one head and the Prussian bird of prey is ready ’ So we 
might overhaul her Majesty’s chests of laces and precious 
embroidenes and, I am sure, obtain matenal enough for 
a dozen costumes, and — without cutting off anybody’s 
head,” I could not constram myself to add. 
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“ Are you prepared to say that my grand unde s chief 
marshal failed to recognise the gemus of the foremost 
HohenioHem painter ? ** he asked sharply 

* I would not like to libel a dead man,” answered 
Vegas, '* but appearances are certainly against the Count 
I have it from Menzd’s own bps that the Court marshal 
refused him all and every assistance when he was painting 
his scenes of hfe m Sans Soua The rooms of the chiteau 
were accessible to him only to the same extent as to an> 
other paymg Msitor or the hordes of foreign tounsts 
and he had to make his sketches piecemeal, gathering 
corroborative and additional material in museums and 
picture-gaDenes ” 

Quick as a flash the Kaiser turned to Count Eulenburg 
1 shall repay the debt Prussia owes to Mcnrcl he 
spoke not without declamatory effort. ' Wc will ha\*e 
the representation of the Sans Soua flute concert three 
days hcncc Your programme is to be readj to^morro^ 
morning at ten Menzd mind >*ou must know nothing 
of this mcrd> command him to attend us at the Schlo^ 
at supper and a musical c\cning” And turning round 
he said to her Majeslj \ou will impersonate I*nnctfs 
Amaha and >*ou Kcssel* (Adjutant %‘on Kcssel then 
Commander of the First Guards) engage all j’our tallest 
and best looking officers to enact the great King’s militar> 
household ’ 

Again the KaUer addressed Count nulcnburp lie 
sure to ha\T the best artists of the Koj'al Orchestra per 
form Frederick the Great s compositions and Irt Joaehlra 
be engaged for the occasion Saying this he tool 1 er 
MaJesU s arm and bidding hit guestt and tli^ Court a 
hast) good night strode out of th** apirtmenl 

Count 1 ulcnlmrg had scarce!) ojwned hit rnoath to 
pronounce the usual phra c Ladtn an 1 
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their Majesties have no further commands for you to-night,” 
when Countess Brockdorff and myself were summoned to 
the Kaisenn’s dressing-room Her Majesty was pacmg 
the floor “ Help me think I ” she cned , “ where shall 
I get a costume m so short a time ^ Even if we tele- 
graph to \henna this very hour, the dress could not be 
finished and reach here in due season ” 

I found it dilficult to remain patient with my mistress 
“ As the miUer pointed out to Fredenck the Great, that 
there is a Chancellor’s Court in Berhn, so I might suggest 
to your Imponal Majesty that the capital affords some 
very respectable costumers, and that the satin and velvet 
necessary for the over and under dress can be procured 
at any shop Unter den Linden,” I remarked 

“Her Ladyship is nght,” said Countess Brockdorff, 
“ but ” — this mahcious woman would sooner think of 
fl 5 rmg than praise somebody without a “ but ” to offset 
her own note of approval — “ but, as you know, the Kaiser 
desires her Majesty to represent a historical personage noted 
for her fondness of silver and gold embroidery The under- 
dress and the tram of the costume must be nchly orna- 
mented How will you accomplish this m so short a tune ? ” 
“ With her Majesty’s permission,” I answered, “ 1 will 
once more cite an example from Prussian history When 
the victorious King ordered the ceremony of swearing 
allegiance m Breslau at twelve hours’ notice, the only 
doth of state on hand for covermg the throne and canopy 
was of the Austrian variety , that is, sprinkled with two- 
headed eagles ‘ Never mmd,’ said the Kmg, ‘ cut out 
one head and the Prussian bird of prey is ready ’ So we 
might overhaul her Majesty’s chests of laces and precious 
embroideries and, I am sure, obtain material enough for 
a dozen costumes, and — without cuttmg off anybody s 
head,” I could not constrain myself to add. 
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“ Are yon prepared to say that ray grand nnde s duet 
marshal failed to recognise the gemns of the foremost 
HohemoBern painter ? ” he ashed sharply 

‘ I would not like to libel a dead man ” answered 
Vegas ‘but appearances are certainly against the Count 
I have It from Menrel s own bps that the Court maishal 
refused him aB and every assistance when he was paintmg 
his scenes of life m Sans Soua The rooms of the Chilean 
were accessible to him only to the same extent as fo anj 
other paymg visitor or the hordes of foreign tourists 
and he had to make his sketches piecemeal gathermg 
corroborative and additional material in museums and 
picture-gaHenes " 

Quick as a flash the Kaiser turned to Count Eulenburg 
I shall repay the debt Prussia owes to Mcnid he 
spoke, not without declamatory efiort ' \\ e will ha\e 
the representation of the Sans Soua flute concert three 
days hence. Tour programme is to be readj to-morrow 
mormng at ten Menid mind you must know nothing 
of this , merd) command him to attend us at the Schloss 
at supper and a musical c\-cnlng” And tnrmng round 
he said to her Majestj \ou will Impersonate Princess 
Amalia and j-ou Kesscl " (Adjutant s-on Kessel then 
(kimmandcr of the First Guards) engage all j-our tallest 
and best looking oITicets to enact the great Kuig s mlUtarj 
household 

Again llie Kaiser addressed Count Eulenburg ‘ Pe 
sure to has-e the best artists of the Uojal Orchotra per 
form Frederick the Great s eompo«illoas and let Joachtn 
be engaged for the occasion '=a>mg this he tool her 
Majestj s arm and bidding his guests and the Court a 
liaslj good night strode out of the apartment 

Count Fulenbutg had seattelj opened lili mmlli to 
pronounce the usual phrase ‘■Ladies an! gentl-men 
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rare occasions, steps gajl}' fonvard to recall to the minds 
of the initiated mcmoncs of ancient splendour. 

Know, then, that those pnceless gems in her Majesty’s 
cars belonged at one time to the great Fredcnck’s lovely 
mistress, La Barbanna, as Rosalba Camera’s famous pastel 
of the dancer in the Dresden galleny% and furthermore a 
large painting vhich liung for nearly a century^ and a half 
in a water-closet of the grey Schloss on the Spree, pro\e 
According to an old-time mventoiy’, the canvas had been 
placed m tliat unseemly cimronment b}^ aU-lughest ordei , 
to “ the Fraucnzimmcr's lasting shame,” ivhcn, m 1748, 
King and ballenna quarrelled And that despicable mode 
of punishment, worthy of a century that tolerated the 
most loathsome pei*sonal uncleanhness while striving for 
artistic peifection, remained m force until the Schloss 
was parti}'’ rebuilt by the present Kaiser The canvas, 
a w'ork of Vanloo, is now stored witli a lot of rubbish m 
Castle Belle%nie, m the Thiergarten. 

Barbanna’s jew'cls m the Prussian Crowm treasury I 
How they got there w'ould certainly be a most mterest- 
mg question to solve Was it the wamor-Leander’s “ good 
pleasure ” to tie a stnng to his presents, or did Barbanna 
share the fate of Voltaire after dismissal, and she was 
overtaken on the road to the fiontier by Prussian hussars 
(as the French plulosopher was on Ins way to Switzerland) 
and robbed of the negotiable souvenirs of royal favour ? 

The Kaiser himself came to inspect our masquerade 
before we entered upon our short dnve to Sans Souci 
All the ladies wore costumes resembhng that of her 
Majesty— flowered silk petticoats, velvet overdresses puffed 
up at the hips, coloured silk stockings, and satin slippers 
with high, red heels a la Duval and silver buckles , also 
towermg coiffures set off by ostnch-tips. In tlus fetch- 
ing dress, as a lady of the Court, Countess von Bassewitz, 

I 
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My ad\nce was followed on the spot and the Kaisenn 
personally accompanied Countess Brockdorff and mj-sell 
to the wardrobe-rooms while next morning bj the carhest 
train the grand mistress and Frau Gleim repaired to 
Berhn to continue the mrestigahon m the Schloss On 
the evening of the J/le day, the Empress herself admitted 
that my over-confidence had been justified bj the results 
attained 

To tell the truth Auguste Victona never looked better 
than in the picturesque costume of the royal Abbess ol 
Quedhnburg though she is reallj the last person m the 
world resembhng Amalia, who at the period depicted 
was as beautiful as an angel and the most jojous and 
affable Kings daughter e\-cr described m old patrician 
hterature.' Her Majesty’s dress consisted of a petticoat 
of sea-green satin nchl} ornamented with silver he* of 
antique pattern and an overdress of dark velvet cm 
broldcred with gold and set with precious stones On her 
powdered hair amplified by one of Herr Adcljana the 
Viennese coiffeur s most successful creations ” sat a 
jaunty three-comcred hat having a blanng aigrette ol large 
diamonds m front the identical cluster of white stones 
which figured at the great hnpoleons coronation and 
which he lost together vviili his entire equipage in the 
battle of Waterloo 

In Iier cars her Jfajestj wore pearl ornaments repre 
scnting a small bunch of cliemcs Like the aigrette thev 
arc Crown propertj and that Auguste ^ ictona thought 
well enough of the jewels to rescue them from obhvaon (w 
this occasion was certainl) most appropriate 

Make a note of it thou uptoslatc leailer luitun 
romance is not dead as some of our mwiivts wuuU (sm 
make us believe tliat graceful ollvpnn,. of live and t re 
roerelv slumbers in a molli pfo-d colar cl ml ar I co 
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Tare occasions, steps gaily forward to recall to the minds 
of the mitiated memones of ancient splendour. 

Know, then, that those pnceless gems in her Ma3esty’s 
ears belonged at one time to the great Fredenck’s lovely 
mistress, La Barbanna, as Rosalba Camera’s famous pastel 
of the dancer in the Dresden gallery, and furthermore a 
large painting which hung for nearly a century and a half 
in a water-closet of the grey Schloss on the Spree, prove. 
According to an old-time inventory, the canvas had been 
placed m that unseemly environment by aU-lughest order, 
to^ “ the Fraucuzwimer's lasting shame,” when, m 1748, 
ICing and baUenna quarrelled And that despicable mode 
of punishment, worthy of a century that tolerated the 
most loathsome personal uncleanhness while striving for 
artistic perfection, remained in force until the Schloss 
was partly rebuilt by the present Kaiser. The canvas, 
a work of Vanloo, is now stored with a lot of rubbish m 
Castle Bellevue, in the Tluergarten. 

Barbarma’s jewels m the Prussian Crown treasury ! 
How they got there would certainly be a most interest- 
mg question to solve. Was it the warrior-Leander’s “ good 
pleasure ” to tie a string to his presents, or did Barbanna 
share the fate of Voltaire after dismissal, and she was 
overtaken on the road to tlie frontier by Prussian hussars 
(as the French philosopher was on his way to Switzerland) 
and robbed of the negotiable souvenirs of royal favour ? 

The Kaiser himself came to mspect our masquerade 
before we entered upon our short dnve to Sans Souci 
All the ladies wore costumes resembhng that of her 
Majesty — flowered silk petticoats, velvet overdresses puffed 
up at the hips, coloured silk stockings, and satin slippers 
with high, red heels a la Duval and silver buckles , also 
towenng coifiures set off by ostnch-tips In this fetch- 
ing dress, as a lady of the Court, Countess von Bassewitz, 

I 
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looked so uncommonly well that the Kaiser who is not 
used to such surprises In his wife’s enioitrage let his eyes 
rest upon her graceful Bgurc and pretty face lor quite 
a while, rmtil her llajesty impatiently proposed a hurried 
departure 

The Kaiser wore the cuirassier rmiform of the great 
Frederick’s penod a highly ornamented dress that suited 
the war lord who was pamted and powdered to perfec 
tion extremely well, especially as Wclhugton boots a 
s-ery becoinmg wig and his strange head-gear really and 
seemmgly added to his figure, while his usualls stem face 
beamed pleasantly under the powder and rouge laid on 
by expert hands 

At the grand portals of Sans Soud their Majesties were 
ceremoniously receised by Colonel son KesscI who wa' 
unifotmed like the Emperor and had rmder his command 
a company of giant grenadiers clad in the old time Wuc 
and red coats long white leggings readilng abos-e the 
knees and gilded tm helmets backed with scarlet on 
powdered wigs 

The scene of llenzcl s picture Frederick s Music Room 
is the second apartment on the nght after the dining hall 
which forms the centre of the cblteau 

We found it bnlhantlj lit up with wax candles ton 
luminous to represent the original of the masterpiece and 
ccrtainl) far more resplendent with light than the mHeil) 
King would haso permitted of whom it is reporfol Ihil 
lie compelled his Queen and the Queen Mother to await 
Ills coming in the Wiite Ifall of the Retlin ‘^eliloss pm-ioin 
to Uit great state functions In the light o( a singl' taper 
Not until Frederick Iiimself appeared among Ih' gueiii 
and officials durst the candles on the cliandeh-rs aol 
candelabra be ht ^ 

Like other members of the Court aH 0.I t) It-* 
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Tnnung from the mosiaara, hts Hajcsty caDcd oat 
‘ ^^'hera are Quani ” (Frcdenck’s mosic teacher) ‘Grann” 
(the composer), ‘ and Manpertnis ? ” 

Three actors from the royal play bonsc responded 
“ Yon have stndied your parts ? ” said the Kaiser 
inquiringly , “ well then, proceed to yonr vanom cornen, 
and do not take notice of any one in the room Play your 
parts as if you stood on a teal stage, with the Kaiser in 
his box " 

In the same manner the ladies of the Giart were 
ordered about, and the Empress heisell did not fare better 
‘ Countess Bassewitzl” shouted the roj-al stage- 
manager as it he were addressing a coryph/c, “ please 
remember that the Margravine of Baircuth whom vou 
have the honour to represent, was not only noted for 
beauty and grace but also for her truly royal airs 
Her httle Ladyship blushed md moved uneasily on 
the red siU. sola where she sat with Countess Camas whom 
Frcdcnck used to call tils chfre numan 

Behind the chair of Madame von Camas, the Kal<er 
put an officer a somcwliat awkward young man, who 
had to change his position lialf a*dozcn times before It 
smted his Majesty and tlicn came the most difficult ta'k 
of all — the placing of the Empress 

NYc ladies Ivad studied the part of Pnncrsv Amalia 
with her Majesty incessantly lor tlie last twmly lour 
hours but Auguste Yictona seemed utterly unable to 
enter into the spirit of the tableau Seeing tier failate 
slie affected physical reasons lor her nervoinne-s situ!' 
everybody saw viitli regret tlul the Kal ej 4 inieriov 
manm liad completely cliseoieerled llie royal b !) In 
his Majesty s eyes tins novice was tlie l-ait jatnbttnry 
ol atl , Stic neillier umlrrdcod 1 uw to U >11 a fm r ' 
how to I«'k intcreilcd and the rrre isai te.-imm,. 
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very painful, when, to everybody’s relief, House-marshal 
Baron von Lyncker appeared and announced that Pro- 
fessor Mcnzel’s carnage was approaching Thereupon the 
Emperor left at once to assume his character as Fredenck 
the Great’s Adjutant-General m the vestibule We all 
breathed freer now, cspcciall}^ as Herr von Lyncker, the 
stage-manager — substitute, made us feel quite easy m our 
parts by a few words of approval 

Menzcl had meanwhile alighted at the grand cntiance, 
and ascended the stairs, wondenng at the display of old- 
time mihtar}^ The little old man wore shabby evening 
dress, and an overcoat over his arm, and his surpnse knew 
no bounds when Colonel von Kcssel stepped forward to 
welcome him wnth a ceremonious speech When, how- 
ever, von Kessel hawng “ spoken his piece,” the Kaisei 
himself marched up solemnly m his strange uniform, hat 
in hand, the artist perceived at once that lie was to be 
the victim of an ovation and wnth much dignity submitted 
to the ordeal For such it turned out to be Wilham, 
unknown to all except the master of ceremony, had 
irmtated Ins ancestor in one more respect, and there was 
no Voltaire to wash ifns King of Prussia’s “ duty hnen ” 

As Pnnee Bismarck put it (I ow'e the anecdote to the 
great Chancellor’s physician and confidant, Dr. Schw^en- 
nmger), “ he stepped mto the lowest department of 
literature, occasional poetry, and bombarded the helpless 
master with forty stanzas of alleged verse in which the 
deeds of Prussia’s kings and the masterpieces that com- 
memorate them were extolled with a prosmess that sounded 
like an after-clap of Wilham’s Reichstag and monument 
orations ” 

The length, if not the dulness, of the discourse had, 
however, one good effect ; it gave Menzel ample time 
to formulate a fittmg reply, and, bowing low at the con- 
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cluaon of the tirade, he said, with perfect sang-lmi 
' I beheve I have the honour of addressing Adjutant- 
General Baron von Lentnlos, and I beg of j-onr EjcceDencj 
to submit to his Majesty the King my sinccrcst thanks 
lor this unexpected honour " 

The artist having entered mto the spirit of the thmg 
the Kaiser’s impromptu farce proceeded smoothlv First 
of all came the obhgatory review of the guards who had 
to go through some old time exercises , then Baron \-on 
Lyncker ordered the mixed company fn the Music Room 
— Empress ladies-m waitmg, actors, officers and fiddlers 
— to assume the poses and dubes assigned to each in 
dindually 

The master was allowed to contemplate the prototype 
of his chef-^auvre for a httle while before he took his 
seat , but soon the Emporor sittmg by his side, gave 
the signal to the musicians who mtonated Frcdencks 
flute concerto doubtless the fintst composition that 
emanated from the great Kings prohfic pen 

Later on the players performed a puuio concerto by 
Pnnee Louis Ferdinand of Prussia the soung and cn 
Uiusiastic gentleman who is credited with baling been 
the loier of Jfadarac Ricamier and liladamc de Sllel at 
the same time (Najiolcon threatened to shut liim up with 
the latter in some lonely castle and exhibit tbeir ollipnn,, 
at the country fairs as homblc examples ol the union of 
pedantry with bottomless conceit) and finally Joaclifn 
tasanated us all with a noble rendition of bcbastiin 
Bach s masterpieces 

We supped in Uie Marble Hall whose superb cujsili 
tests upon sixteen white piUars from Carrara but Ifw 
Kai <r s attempt to cstablidi a rourj tab!'- rt-o-r-f..’ r, 
ilut ol bis oneealor sras a failure It t' easy erxrer'i la 
arrange a rour-jnery — monry a-*l a blC'- tn'xs wit 
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will do for that , but it is quite another thing to copy 
a Voltaire “ eloquent as Cicero, witty as Pliny, and as 
learned as Agnppa” , a La Mettric, a D’Argens, an Algarotti, 
or e\cn a General Quintus Icilius. And it takes more 
than royal birth and fine jewels to impersonate a Pnnccss 
Amalia, and more than beauty of face and a pair of grace- 
ful shoulders, such as the Countess Basscwitz possesses, 
to represent the witty Margravine I 

WTiile their Majesties and the company, after supper, 
were adminng the illuminated fountain, then the latest of 
novelties, I went once more into the Music Room, vhere 
the wax lights were burning at low ebb. 

This, then, had been the theatre of Fredenck’s love- 
makmg , here reigned the sole queen of his heart, the 
only woman whom he loved after ascending the throne, 
as aU contemporanes, from Abb6 Demna to Voltaire, 
assert 

Portraits of this famous beauty between high mirrors m 
silver frames were all around the room — Venus-Barbanna 
coquetting \vitli Pj^gmahon ; Pomona-Barbanna yielding 
gracefully to the masked demi - god ; Diana-Barbanna 
slumbermg while pretty n)miphs mount guard over her ; 
Barbanna embraced by Apollo , Barbanna and Pan , 
Barbarma, the gemus of Love , Barbanna the woman, 
clad only in her surpassing grace, her supernatural loveli- 
ness, her glonous black hair unsulhed by powder, her 
breasts and hmbs radiant with the voluptuousness of 
southern youth I 

Antome Pesne, painter to the King, expended all his 
gemus as a colounst of the schools of Giorgione and Titian, 
all his true artistic mtensity of feeling, on these canvases, 
which happily saw the hght before the renaissance of 
the yellowish Rembrandt tmt, that annoys the lover of 
art in the majonty of portraits of a somewhat later penod. 
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Pesne was first and last a portrait painter , but the King’s 
desire to see the beloved woman in all sorts of ntbtodcs 
in classical garb and without gave his magic brash a 
far wider field Henceforth he devoted himself to com 
posmg grand mythological scenes in which La Barbarma 
formed the central figure and where nnblushmgly he with 
dreiv the veil from the charms of her person 

I was contemplating these reminiscences in silent 
reverie when the door opened and the Kaiser came fn 
with little Menicl 

“ 1 have a mind to engage Angell to paint her Ifajcsty s 
picture in the costume of Princess AmaUa ” said the 
Emperor \Vhat do you thinV. of it ? ' 

‘ Angeli is pamter to many emperors and kings' 
rephed the professor and I saw him smile diplomaticallj 
as he moved his spectacles to get a belter slew of Ute 
allegorical cans-as on the left wall that exhibits the node 
figure of the famous mistress in its entiretj 

‘ I am glad jou agree with me on that point, ' saW 
tlic Emperor impatient to execute the idea that had jmt 
crossed bis mind ‘ I will telegraph to him to-night ’ 

And when five minutes bter Mcnicl bent over my 
hand to take his formal leave I heard him murmur in 
his drj ab*cnt-minded manner ' Pesne — Angell — 
Frederick the Great — W'illlam II 1’ 
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THE KAISER AS FINANCIER — HIS NIGGARD,^ CAPRIVI 
KAISER AS ARCHITECT — THE FALL O' 

HOHENLOHE, CHANCELLOR. ' , , . r 

igiish tour of 

“ Has anybody heard of the projected Eif m the Berhn 

the Meimngens ? ” asked his Majesty at dinne 

Schloss one afternoon in February, 1892. ad heard the 

Herr von Egloffstein responded. He htcess intended 

Hereditary Pnnee say that he and the Pni^ fo Windsor 

to accept an invitation of Queen Victon? 

Castle. “it wall be 

“ But the cost ! ” exclaimed the Kaiser >ses every day 

at least ten marks a head for their Highnd 

they are absent ” aperor’s menu 

Next day, at second breakfast, the Eii “ the futuie 

card, on which his Majesty had sketchedmg territory,” 

south front of the castle with the surround 

was handed around the table said, after aU 

“ I am glad to announce to 5’ou,” he ^ave perfected 

had expressed due admiration, “ that I jSchloss. After 

my plans for the improvement of the }hmg into the 

abolishing the popular amusement of loohe dismanthng 

Kaiser’s wmdows ” (his Majesty referred to fhere now the 

of the houses on the Schloss Freiheit, yi wels formerly 

monument of Wilham I. stands, and which ^^d shanties 

occupied by a row of decrepit old house?! the impenal 

whose inhabitants had a very good view ^ sweet public 

apartments opposite) — “ after routing th^iiofher bamer 

across the way, I have deaded to erect i 

*37 
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between myself and pnblialy As the shctch show* 
terraces rrill be built adjoining the south front of our 
palace, and they will extend far enough to place within 
the royal precinct that part of the castle square that hes 
between the Schloss and the great fountain These 
terraces,^* added the Kaiser, with a self-satisfied laugh 
will at the same brae serse to deaden some of the none 
from the incessant traffic,” 

‘ ttfill the aty be wiUmg to sacrifice tlic space ? ' 
asked the Prmce of Saxe-Altenburg who was the guest 
of honour that day 

“ If I permit the ranng of the old Ihjuscs between 
Brdte Strasse and Kurfflistcn Brflckc certainly re- 
pUed the Kaiser, who was stili smibng 

‘ But the scheme if pushed to such length will in 
soK-c an outlay of twenty milhons warned tlie Minister 
of the royal house Herr \-on Wedell 

Maybe more or less The Emperor said tins with 
a frown, but immediately resumed his semi bantenw; 
tone, and added, lightly ' Perhaps I wiH authonse your 
Excellency to arrange another Scliloss ImproiTment 
Lottery or to take up a loan tliat holds out large premiums 
as they do in Austria and Serala." Wtb that he tumol 
to his neighbour, the Countess Brocldorff wliom lie detesb 
and ordinarily treats with Uie sea crest indifference and 
by way of clianging the subject, told her a ratlier nr,a«' 
story of a little boy who being disturbed in the night 
askwl his father what was the matter Tlie father s rqJ) 

IS too well Imown to be pnnted Itete 

Oh bother the brother t cned Johnny , ‘ male 
me one of tlioie rabbits smth pink eyes 

Poor Drockdortf nearly fainted and looked 1 '■Ijd'-djr 
around the table wlute the rmpetor sljpprd liii knee arst 
seemed ready to burst with laughter It h tb<- very 
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latest,” he said to his Highness of Saxe; “got it from 
Kotze ! ” (then stiH a master of ceremony) , “ he heard 
it from his wife, who learned it from Schrader ” (another 
master of ceremony, who was subsequently shot and killed 
by his colleague m the famous duel), “ and Schrader credits 
it to Otero.” 

That IS the Kaiser all over , it worries him to think 
that any of his relatives should spend ten marks, and 
he disposes of ten or twenty milhons of pubhc moneys 
as if they were old bncks or oyster-shells ; in fact, 
the Kaiser has no notion whatever of the value of the 
“ yellow boys ” 

Among the many strange facts m this volume, Wilham’s 
remark concerning the Memmgens’ tnp to England is 
certainly not the least astomshing, commg from a man 
who IS almost contmuously on the road — the heir and heiress 
to a Duchy, paying a visit of state at Windsor Castle, 
covenng their combmed expenses with a paltry one 
poimd a day I The surmise is too ndiculous to require 
analysis , but it imght be ]ust as well to state here that 
the Pnnce of Meimngen is a very nch man, although the 
bulk of his fortune is stiU in the hands of the reigmng 
Duke and the latter’s third wife, the former actress Helen 
Franz, called Baroness Heldburg He hves, if not in 
splendour, m the style befittmg his station, and his wife 
IS certainly the best-dressed woman at Court. 

On their travels the princely pair are always attended 
by a suite of from fifteen to twenty people, aU of whom, 
the Emperor thmks, can be provided with transporta- 
tion and incidentals for twenty marks per day ! That her 
Majesty of England sent a very large cheque to the Pnnce 
of Meimngen to defray the expenses of his visit, as I happen 
to know, does not alter the case one whit, for Wilham was, 
and IS probably up to this day, ignorant of the fact. 
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* It IS merely a matter of mistaken idcmtitj / said 
** I^ttchcn’s ** husband ^hen the Pnnee of Saxe reported 
the conversation to him 'William thmla I am one of 
my gamekeepers as he once mistook Bismarck for hb 
chief bootblack “ 

That was certainly a charitable mow to lake but it 
docs not colndde with the facts The cold precise truth 
13 that the man stnvmg for absolute power m Germans 
and in Prussia, whose combined annual budgets reached 
the sum of three thousand one hundred and forh 
millions of marks in 1896 has, as already pointed out 
no head for figures 

It Is dearly a dcfiaency in Wilham’s mental make>up 
as some people lack the sense of locality so the Emperor 
happens to be destitute of a proper comprehension of 
Nulues, Units or tens three, seven or eight naugliU — 
his Majesty recognises a distinction between these factors 
m one respect oal> To quote once more Prince Stolbcrg 
who as is well knovm soon tired of the job of “ <tandmr 
off Peter and ovvnng Paul ’ ‘ I thml I hav'C done as wcU 

as an>body can with such a pupil of economics 1 made 
him understand that the Rcldislag people deal with 
millions while wt at Court must be amtent with uving 
lens and hundreds and even thousands If it high 

This seems to be the onl> luMhematlcal rule that has 
taken root In William s brain and ogreeable to Stolberg ' 
admonitions he appears to have set tumvrU a bmll of 
three or ten marks for e\*eT^-da> use and of fdlv or ere 
hundred marks for high days and holhUp so to spe^ik 
Tliiv applies of course to personal duburvmmts cnJ> 
tlie requirements of the household ttie iraVTlhnc* rTpre* 
senlalion and amusement budgets being rmitat«l in 
his jrnnd ofTicrrs and nccording to certain rute-i 

How wcU 1 remember the Putter arul jd^aunt antl'tp* 



WILLIA1\I IL AND HIS CONSORT 


141 


tions I expenenced dunng my first Christmas season at 
the Prussian Court. Not that I nursed great expectations 
on my own behalf (I have been royalty’s favounte all 
my life, and received many precious gifts from the old 
Emperor and Empress, as well as from my present master 
and mistress, m the days of m}^ prospenty) ; but I felt 
for our faithful ser\^ants, whose lives, though spent in a 
palace, are harder m many respects than those of the 
general run of employees, or even of comparatively poor 
people In their gorgeous hvenes and tidy house-dresses 
they look suave and contented enough to the occasional 
beholder, but their lot is scarcely as happy as their serene 
faces indicate , neither do their wages correspond with 
their silver-edged clothes of line matenal Off and on 
I have heard of cases of poverty, even of destitution, in 
their families, for which they dared not ask relief in the 
most hkely place, of their master or mistress, who caused 
it to be known once and for all that they must not be 
annoyed by their servants’ personal concerns 

It is a hard rule, I argued, but may be imperative 
N\nth so large a staff of people In this bountiful Chnst- 
mas season, surely, their Majesties would make up for it 
Picture, then, my amazement when I heard the Emperor 
say to her Majesty, at the begmmng of Holy Week . “I 
have cautioned Miessner (a pnvy councillor, who admmisters 
the royal purse) to pay the customary ten marks only 
to those servants — ^lackeys and maids — ^who wait upon 
me personally. It will be well for you to instruct Baron 
von Mirbach similarly, or you wiU run the risk of feeing 
a whole tnbe of men and girls who are merely second or 
third assistants to your own people ” 

WiBiam’s valets, I heard later on, received fifty marks 
from their imperial master as Christmas gr’atmty , all 
his other attendants, men and women, had to be content 



142 


PRIVATE U\^ OF 


with the cnstomary ten marks * for gingerbread ” as the 
pourboire is styled at Court. 

* And that is the only Tnnkgdd the Kaiser dispenses 
all the year round” complained the wife of one of the 
wardrobemcn who does my plain sewing " outside of 
Christmas his Majesty never seems to ha\*c a pfennig 
for his body-servants ^though himself continuously m 
^^ant of stimulants (he often drmks four or fi\ c egg cognacs 
m the course of the dav), it ncvTir strikes him that his 
o\’crworked attendants might fed like stepping aatK'i 
the way to the canteen and * crook an arm * with jxmr 
Ladyship’s permission ” 

Occasional b<^gars that accost him on his ndcs throuch 
Potsdam or Bcrbn receive three marks from the Fjnperor 
and a like sum is appropriated c\cfj Sundaj for the 
benefit of the contribution plate his adjutant liands him 
the coin before he steps into Ws carnage going to churdi 
beggars must report at the royal stables for their mite 

\Vhcllicr this lardy generosity is an c\idencc of Iiard 
heartedness ns people m the ro>*al vrr\ncc claim or whether 
the Kai'wn'S unbmitcd egotism Is to bl-rnie 1 would not 
like to deddc pcriiaps botli work together pcrliap* 
Count Stolbcrg s ad\ncc has somcUung to do with it whil*' 
the Kaisers inability proprtU to judge monclar\ salue< 
remains the prime (actor To emphasise tins Utter point 
let me give one move anecdote 

WUiam isho Is nothing if not a »ia\*c to tradition 
has reNdN-ed a habit of scsttuI of Ills anceston narr^f) 
to stroll out of his palace gate as an ordinarj mortal 
a >*eir, on IJnUter /ftmi (Hoh Tiening. tlir nUht b*f 
Chmlmas) when he dons the mcnl subtlucd dvilun dn-' 
his wardrobe affords and when r>o adjutant or any 
of tlic body service Is »lJowr<l lo follow hUn— a 
order that houevrr docs not appU to il<“ vwrrt 
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which IS made acquainted with the Kaiser’s every out- 
door move beforehand, and has its guardian angels about 
wherever and whenever he is m the open. 

“ The war-lord, masquerading as a sub-officer on leave,” 
as his brother-m-ldw of Memmgen once described him on 
a similar occasion, walks through the park behind the 
Neues Palais toward Sans Souci and often rambles beyond 
the gates of the ancient chateau, wishing a “ Merry Christ- 
mas ” to and distnbutmg small gold pieces among needy 
persons he encounters 

It was ongmally a novel amusement for the Kaiser 
and a profitable one for the poor men and women who 
happened to attract his attention when his pockets were 
stiU Imed , that is, while his chanty fund of two hundred 
marks, divided up into fourteen gold crowns and three 
double croivns, lasted ; and courtiers and others near 
Wilham, having the higher interests of the monarchy at 
heart, used to rejoice in this sohtary manifestation of 
royal good-wiU, that helped to re-cement the bonds be- 
tween kmg and people, those bonds growing further and 
further apart in our democratic times, when the most 
conspicuous representative of kingship has seemmgly for- 
gotten that there is anything m common between him and 
the rest of mankmd 

“ Will it please your Majesty to go on your usual 
Santa-Claus expedition this evemng before the trees are 
lit ? ” asked Court-marshal Count Eulenburg at second 
breakfast on the day preceding Christmas of 1894 

“ Most certainly,” rephed the Kaiser, “ and, by the 
way, direct Miessner to furnish me with silver corns, in- 
stead of gold, this time — fourteen Thalers and three or 
four five-mark pieces You see,” he added, addressmg 
himself to the Empress, “ I have been thinking about 
this giving away of crowns and double crowns ; some 
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poor devil, whom I try to benefit, might aiotise sti^jcion 
when he offers my Chmtmas present in paj*mcnL That 
dement of distrust and danger I will a^ct^n^^t b) spend 
mg only Thalers among my need> fnends hereafter * 

“ How thoughtful of >’ou,** hsped Jbe Empress, de- 
%’ounng her husband with admmDg glances 

*‘Yoar Majesty thinks of e\ciything” said the 
Countesses von Brockdorfi and von BasscwiU untsoM 
And Of everything particolarl) his pocket/* whapaxd 

my neighbour Count M , moddngl> For m} own 

part I was in hopes that the Kaiser might reconsider the 
matter and arm himself with the full quota of two hundrtd 
marks m silver before he started out , but when he came to 
takclea\*c of her Majcst> he drew from Ins overcoat pocket 
tlie shabby httlc amount he had decided to spend fift) -icvtn 
marks in all brand new sOver pieces each one of them 
* The poor are m luck to*nigbl *’ lie said Miosner 
selected the bnghlcst Thalers in his treasurj, the> arc 
really \CTy pretty* and the Kaiser laughed as Uie haplf^< 
Pnnccss Lamballc maj ha\*c lauglied as she exclaimed 
If the poor ha^c no bmd let tJiem cat paMr> ’* 

As little as I \rouId be inclined to cliarge titc j'Otmg 
beaut) who ga\c her head for Mane Antoinettes (ncrwl 
ship wnth hcartic5mcss so htUe do I ngrre W'ilh Count 

M s unchantablc sunnute that tli^ Kalwr rTViU-ttl 

upon the change from crovs-n^ to m'lrks for rcavmi of 
cconom} On the contrary the prolubthtics ore thit h** 
did not consider the Im poor woutl ufl'T or th 

«^\nng on his own part for one single moment 1 is irj 
abdit) to ;aJgc I'ulut-i rchth prtt.Jodmg s jeh a evar^ 

Tilts strange stale of mir I u not witl out pith<*'^’^l 
interest cf nlildi more Uter but a 
tl practice of tingin'* up )'ou’>- pnr n in *• 

Ignorance of TToncA malten rcui l»* Ik* 1 trv, 
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Royal parents seem to think that to dep 
sons up to the day of their majority of a decei 
of pocket-money is the surest, nay, the only Wc 
their bo5rs from becoming spendthrifts 

In Prussia, the pnncely youth is allowed a f( 
per week, of which the minutest accounting is < 
and which — and that is the worst feature — ^lie 
even manage in person, that pnvilege being re 
his governor or Court-marshal. The practice h 
havoc immeasurable with us, as well as with ot 
there seems to be little hope that this doltish id 
of its avaricious progenitor, Fredenck William 1 . 
will be abandoned soon. 

True, young Hohenzollems are not hable to 
nowada3;s for spending a few pfennigs unnece 
Crown Prmce Fredenck was when he gave a ro] 
eight Groschens for brmging his dog from P 
Wusterhausem, a distance of twenty miles < 
beat him “ for having no more sense than to ] 
who merely performed his damned duty ”) ; b 
wide-awake a woman as the Empress Fredeni 
upon bnngmg up the heir to the throne with 
him a chance to acquaint himself with the ] 
temptation, the misery, and the joy that the 
of ready money cames with it. As the holes in 
philosopher’s toga denoted vamty rather than 
of worldly opimon, so the patches on a youth: 
zoUem’s trousers indicate not Spartan frugal 
false notion of the pnnciples of economics. C 
are not taught that it is necessary to economi: 
to be hberal , they are merely depnved of t 
Lke — good clothes and cash — obedience t( 
delusion that has peopled the thrones of Ei 
spendthrifts or mggards for the past century. 
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I ha\*e heard the former Court-marshal von licbciuu 
say that William, when at college, nc\'er had a copper 
over and above his expenses, all of vrhich were disbursed 
by him, lacbcnau 

“When he entered active service that old bane— 
penury — hovered o^'cr the hcatenant, captain, and colonel 
his entire income was made over to me ntuy month or 
quarter and as it was alwaj’S spoken for In ad\*ance, m} 
\'oung master c\*en aspired m x’ain for a pocket piece 
a double gold crown.* 

We now retam to that twents milhon project bonched 
with so much self-satisfied complacency * between soup 
and fish” On the ext of its blrthda) — lor wc learned 
by and by that the Kaiser who picked up the idea in 
a rambling mcmonal of his grand uncle, the mad Frederick 
WTIhani IV^ and after adopting and fathering the plans 
made haste to parade them before the visiting Pnnee 
and tlie Court as his own and os somelliing brand new— 
at supper the same daj WUiam brought forward manj 
fresh arguments in fa\*our of his grand schemes 

The muniapal council, he expbined if it were not 
entire!) composed of Sodahsts could not offer an\ objec 
tion to his plans no matter what Uic cost ' for he meant 
to gii*© the terraces over to his son' as a 
WcdcU must argue that the terraces wnuhl offer a bf 
mkbble bulwark against the plans of amreiusts AM a' 
a final trump **\St v.nU promhe to prolong tht annod 
sta\ of the Court at Bcrlm at bast one montfi or 'it 
wc^ks ” 

During the next week or so at Iun'*h'x>n dlnn'*f 1 
supper at receptions concert' anlbiUi th** Court lah'^f 
of nothng but the projr*xrd cast!** inpm\er''mti a- f 
th*" KiUicr nrvrr wearied of rxpUirm- j'jri to 
private!) anl to a roemful of s ari 



WILLIAM 11. AND HIS CONSORT 


147 


collectivcl}^ Then, suddenly, a change of base was de- 
creed The terraces were hurled from their imaginary 
pedestals, and m their stead the ever-ready imperial pencil 
pictured to us tlie Sclilcss situated on a green peninsula, 
and surrounded by majestic waters on three sides Accord- 
ing to this latest plan, Schmkel’s classic Academy of 
Architecture was to be levelled, and Schmkel Square 
dropped fifty feet, to make room for a splendid lake five 
acres m circumference, the waters of which were to wash 
the feet of William the First’s gigantic monument 

The scheme looked uncommonly well on paper, and 
his Majesty expenenced small difficulty m finding theo- 
retical supporters for his sublime projects ; but, unfor- 
tunately, the matter got mto the newspapers even before 
prehmmary negotiations with the city authonties had 
been opened, and a storm of indignatioil, ndicule, and 
defiance broke loose 

“ Not a pfennig for these haun&msclw ” (construction- 
mad) “schemes, not an inch of city property,” began a 
press article, which I was obhged to read to her Majesty a 
few mornings later , and “ the tunes are past when nations 
build palaces for spendthnft sovereigns,” wrote some- 
body, who desired to remain nameless, to WiUiam m a 
letter postmarked Berhn, W , the fashionable quarter , 
“ we pay the King of Prussia a salary nowadays, and he 
has to get along on it as well as any other official, unless, 
hke an army officer, he mamed a woman with money.” 

The protests from the provinces were not less vigorous 
It appears that the mimster of the royal house, for some 
time past, had endeavoured to persuade the authonties 
of Hanover, Cassel, and Wiesbaden, where royal theatres 
are estabhshed, to release the exchequer from its obhga- 
tion to furnish a subsidy for the maintenance ot these 
institutions “The royal Pnnces,” wrote the eloquent 
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Herr von WedcD * arc growing up and fond? for thnr 
education, their proper mamtenancc, clothes, and so forth, 
must be set aside. In view of this increase of his obliga- 
tory expenses, his Majesty has reluctantly consented to 
a curtailment of such outlays come under the head of 
contingent charges ” and so forth 

Wen worded was it not? this appeal on behalf of 
one’s SIX boys , but the Hanoverians, Cassders and 
\Wc 3 baden«s refused to be bamboozled Thc> stood upon 
Ihcir rights and when, in the course of events the Kaisers 
great building plans were diNTilged they congratulated 
themsdm upon their hrmness with man} disrcspeclhil 
allusions to the baby act that had failed 

And the end of it all ? The scandal assumed socli 
proportions tliat there was nothing left but a complete 
backdown 

On the 9 th of Starch it was announced at luncheon 
that hia Majestj had gone to Hubertusslock where he 
docs most of his sulking and in the afternoon Sfinwtcf 
\’on BocUichcr got up In the Did and quieted public 
opinion by a few wxU-set lies 

Tho*« grand building projects " lie * ha\c ncitr 
liad an} existence except in the brums of hnngr) p«mn\*« 
a hncTS and ambitiotn arcliitccts hobod} at Court 
t\cv dreamed of their reuhvition In fad thej have 
neicr been discu'^ in the all highest prrwncr 

Tlic greatest fools arc nUva}*s the gmlesl 1 tn ** 
Prince Btvnarch laughingly lemaiVed to Pukr Jo* ana 
Vlbrcdit of MecUenburg when hw lliphne-i related ll< 
(acts to him 

Do }‘ou refer to Boelticher or— ? 

To Iloctlidief of cout'v* njn I not 1 1* snpm fiv*n> 
according to the nonpap^ ? lejhftl ilr fl! 1‘rv" '* 

^ to nodtjchrr” lie rejrf-atrd wlo pfiip*-*rd * 
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fall, and, to save Ins own neck, had to he pubhcly and 
shamelessly, — a thing I have never done dunng my long 
official hfe ” 

Another deadly parallel of the extreme in the Kaiser’s 
character, similar to that exemphfied by the Memingen 
and the buildmg-pro]ect matters, might be drawn by 
placmg the reported reducfaon of his Majesty’s Chnstmas 
chanty m juxtaposition to his contemplated appropnation 
of certam public mone5rs entrusted to his keepmg 

I refer to the so-called “ Impenal Disposition Fund,” 
intended to afford relief to Prussian and German veterans 
of the wars and m case of great national disasters. As its 
name imphes, the nght of bestowing grants out of the 
three milhon marks, annually set aside for the purposes 
specified, is vested in the sovereign — reason enough for 
Wilham, who recogmses no obligation that conflicts with 
his “ all-highest ” pleasure, to regard the money as a sort 
of augmentation of the civil hst, m the same way as he 
takes the naval phrases, “his Majesty’s cruiser,” “his 
Majesty’s torpedo,” &c , hterally 

To convey a thorough understanding of this matter, 
we shall have to go back to the events of March, 1892 
It was my imperial mistress who, after the withdrawal 
of Count Zedhtz’s common-school law, persuaded von 
Capnvi to remam m office. 

“ Votre petite guerre est finie'^ said tlie Emperor to her 
Majesty at supper on March 28, “ and you have not been 
luckier than Madame Eugeme Rest assured, though, that 
I will not be m the market again for any of Uncle Christian’s 
ultra-Chnstian plans No, we will not go to Cumberland 
Lodge a second time ! ” 

Her Majesty grew pale and blushed violently m rapid 
succession Her bosom heaved, and some of the wme m the 
glass she was raising to her hps spflled over her superb gown 
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" I do not qmle nndcistand WTUie ” she 5:dd at last 
lisping painfully in her agitation 

Beg yxmr Ma]est5**5 pardon ” was the Kaiser s sarcastic 
rcpl> I thought c\’er 5 body knew by this tunc that I 
had to withdraw the VofksschuJ^esiL and turn Zedhtr 
adnfL My government was last becoming the laughing 
slock of Europe with this Augustenhurg sort of leglsbtion, 
05 Bismarck stjlcs it ” 

The old encmj of our house ’ whimpered Auguste 

Victona. 

‘ You arc mistaken In j^our sunnisc I am not quoting 
from the Hamburger NacknehUn The Pnnee expressed 
himself thus toward j^iur unde Walderscc pohiling out 
at the same lime the risks I was running In ad\t>caling a 
law liable to be associated In public opinion with petticoat 
and famU> influences* 

I did not hear the whole of the abo\u convtmtion 
and lost the rest of it allogcUicr, as b> the Empress* 
request WTUiarn lowered his wicc after tins last sallj 
but her Majestj repeated it word for word when v.c ladies 
attended her in her dressing room later on * Tlic Kal^^r 
chooses to put all the blame for thK failure upon m>v!f 
and m\ famil> she said amid a flood of tears but 
bj all that Is hol> to me I swear, nather m> unde nor 
I petsoruTl) lad anj'tbing to do with tlic launchinf of 
the I elhsuhulgeuiz Prince Christian it Is true las 
endcaNouTcd to Impress his Majest) with the Importance 
of his religious duties as iummu% ef^iuofui an 1 the two 
gentlemen lav'c had confermcm alwiul tli»* bni waj-r ard 
means to combat dislwhef awl athn m in r,etT*anj tut 
I am convir'*td that n> uncle nmvr \*mlutnl a/!\kc cn 
matters of IrmtUli'm He n'^dy IrIM to rmrv ny 
turyP* irtm-it in disn- natten as anf-^t t 
of tl Lonl slcukl do Tl *• I f*tii Ah* t'i: as 
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the Kaiser’s own creation, though some of the ideas in- 
corporated m it might have come from across the channel ” 
“Your Majesty should not have minded the Kaiser’s 
ill-humour,” I ventured to say ; “ the attitude of Parha- 

raent and the press naturally angered him and 

“ I know, I know,” mtemipted Auguste Victona ; 
“ I can forget everythmg but the words : ‘ We will not 
go to Cumberland Lodge a second time.’ It was there, 

at my uncle’s seat, that William and I feU in love with 
each other ” 


The Kaiser slept, on the mght that foUowed Count 
Zedhtz’s enforced resignation, m his httle pnvate bed- 
room, and next mormng departed for Hubertusstock 
e ore er Majesty had ansen. That was enough to pamt 
our ^ded salons an ashen grey, in which the children, 
^sdies, fnends, and attendants, vamshed as 
fnrt/L . Auguste Victona refused to be com- 

^^l>and had left her m a fit of irritation , 

incapable of turnmg 
ofhpri i ^ disqmeting subject. In the midst 
which a despatch arrived from Queen Victona, 

mch I was ordered to deapher. “It is reported here 

It wonlfl^h'^ ^osign Let it be averted at all hazards. 

«c J raiser’s grandmother. 

Kaisenn Chancellor at once,” cned the 

pohticai j respect for Queen Victona s 

<^orff succppa ^ Grand-mistress, Countess Brock- 

a step bv dissuadmg her from so extraordmaiy 

scruples nf ^ ^0 lack of precedents and sundO' 

>t was agreed tha^Jf 

Kaisenn r Capnvi ; and all of « 

ni\4elf ^rockdorff, Fraulem von Ger^d « 

worked out drafts for the nnport^ 
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' I do not quite uudentand \\Tliie,** she said at last 
lisping painfully in her agitation 

* Beg j-our Majest} s pardon,” was the Kaiser s vircastic 

reply , ‘ I thought everybody knew by this time that 1 

hajd to withdraw the and turn ZcdUli 

adnfL My government was fast becoming the bughmg 
stock of Europe with this Augustenburg sort of legislation, 
as Bismarck styles it.” 

* The old enemy of our house ” whimpered Auguste 

\nctona. 

‘ \ou arc mistaken In your surmise I am not quoting 
from the Ilamhurser Nachnehten The Pnnee expressed 
himself thus toward your unde Waldciscc pointing out 
at the same time the risks I was running in advocating a 
law liable to be assodated In public opimon Nvith petticoat 
and famfly influences” 

I did not hear the whole of the abosc constrsation 
and lost the rest of it altogether, as by the Empress* 
request \YiEiam lowered bis voice alter tbW last tally , 
but her Majesty repeated it word for word when \rc ladies 
attended her in her dressing room later on ” The Kaher 
choose* to put all the blame for this failure upon m>tdf 
and m\ family she said amid a flood ol tears but 
by all that is holy to me I swear, neither my uncle nor 
1 personally liad anything to do with tlic Launching of 
the I dkiuSuI^cieU Pnnee Omslian it I* true las 
enJea\*our«f to Impress liis Majesty with the (mporur e 
of hh religious duties as and the two 

gentlemen lus^e IvaJ ccnfrtcnetn al>oul ilr Ir-it wayn 
means to combat disU-Uef ard alhei m in Cermans b’Jt 
1 am ermsmerJ Uat m> Brel'* nr\cf srnlorrtj alwe ci 
natlrfs ot Wtdalion lie n'^cly tn^l to tou*^ tn\ I 
bu>li tnlnest in divia'* natters as an\ ardmt ( 
of l) l/rnl s' ouJ tl? Tk-^ f 4 /lii.Aa.^ fi'i it f was 
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on my mistress’s lips dunng the first lialf of the year 
1894 I “ He IS sucli a grand seigneur,” she used to say, 
“ and as mild and temperate as a good priest ! W^iat 
an example he would be for my children I ” 

“ He is also credited wnth an unusual amount of 
tenacity.” I remarked on one of these occasions 

“ You do not consider that a fault, Countess ? ” Her 
Majesty had assumed a supercihous tone, but quickly 
added, m an anxious voice : “ It is, of course, out of the 
question that he should offer opposition to his Majest}'’ as 
Bismarck did, and as this Capnvi is doing ” 

“ I don’t know about that He told his former sove- 
reign, King Louis of Bavana : ‘ I possess all the attnbutes 
of birth and rank that any king m Chnstendom may lay 
claim to,’ ” 

This intelligence did not please the Kaisenn, though 
her ow mother is a Hohenlohe ; but her scruples on that 
score had cMdently worn off, or she had forgotten aU about 
the incident, when the Kaiser, on October 25, upon his 
return from the memorable visit to laebenberg. Count 
Philip Eulenburg’s country-seat, asked her to write to 
Strassburg and “ probe her uncle as to his wilhngness 
to accept the Chancellorship ” As the German says, she 
was immediately “ fire and flame for the project,” and, 
after finishing her letter to the Emperor’s heutenant in 
the Reichslande, she sat up half the mght scnbblmg to 
her mother, sisters, brother, and her relatives m England 
to tell them of Uncle Chlodwig’s “ good luck ” and her 
own happiness at the contemplated ending of the “ ensis,” 
which, by the way, had come so suddenly that the royal 
ladies and gentlemen, or at least some of them, were com- 
pletely taken by surprise. As the Duchess Frederick 
Ferdinand of Glucksburg put it, m her letter of reply 
“ We were just congratulating ourselves upon the vote 
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epistle, with the understanding that the best of the four 
containing certain points upon which we had settled 
should be adopted and sent off aftet her ilajest> had copied 
it Of course a lot of ink was spilled uaelesslj, and a 
still greater amount of time wasted m discussing the 
ments of our STinous attempts but in the end a rcasonabl) 
appropnatc paper was pieced together whose leading 
passages read as follow's 

‘ Praj do not lca\e the Kaiser in the lurch and thus 
commit the country to on uncertain future now that the 
reUtions between the Crown and its first officer ha\*e once 
more strengthened and most things that fell into a chaotic 
condition after Btsmorcks retirement arc being straightened 
out * 

Herr \*on der Kncsebcck earned the letter to Vilhelms 
Slrassc and brought back the rcassunng message that 
his ExceHcnej considered It a great honour to obc> her 
Majest) 5 command and that he should s^nit upon tli** 
Kaiser In Hubertusstock the same evening 

The rest Is historj Capnvi consented to remain In 
office and the ZedUtr incident s%-as no longer rn^mtionM 
nt Court 

All this It will Iv' remembered liappencd in March 
1S92 Two \r-\rs later the Empress thought quite ilifTer 
enll) about a dunge in the Oianrcllorsljip IJj that 
time s’j- had frown more and more isolated on the tliron- 
wilh a husbaml alwa\-s abwmt If not phj'ticallj m»"itAlK 
an I th*^ members of ih** nqal !4mn\ b^omln,-' mtranr^i 
from her Court on** aftn another Thr © 1 ! adr* 

a leUlive m a ri>mnardmr pmitljn n^ar her a mm t* 
h*t tnrrn eastr s*ho 1 I an equil upm s** ^ 

* eoo’ 1 Iran rno r trnj»^rAtivr tliy 

tt mull r \h 1 d lit mS 

U- r Ol>*oie ^ilh i*» ^ How t» 1 jLr » 
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The adjutants du 'jour left billets-doux of that kind hy 
the handful morning after mormng at the Empress’s 
rooms, and her Majesty’s morbid cunosity, a character- 
istic strongly developed in lonely women — and the Em- 
press IS lonely even m her children’s midst and sur- 
rounded by a houseful of fnends — her lonelmess made 
her not only notice these grievances and accusations, but 
study them, ponder over them. Only once have I seen 
my imstress unconcerned when thus employed — at the 
suggestion that Uncle Chlodvug needed a big salary, such 
as he had possessed and lost, m order to hve m the style 
befitting his rank 

“ Uncle Chlodwig a pauper ! ” she cried “ That is 
news, indeed, a poor man oNvnmg residential palaces in 
several capitals, and castles and country-houses all over 
Germany and m Austria I ” 

“ Of course, the statement is ndiculous,” said Baron 
von j\Iirbach , “ but it is a fact, nevertheless, that his 
Grace has been sorely disappointed with respect to his 
Russian properties, or rather his wife’s Russian inhent- 
ance, the Wittgenstein domains The law prohibiting 
foreigners from holding property m Russia has forced 
him to dispose of many miles of temtory at ruinous 
pnees ” 

“ I know,” said the Empress, “ and am glad that the 
Kaiser promised to inters’^ene vath the Czar on that 
account ‘ Nick 3 %’ I am sure, viU arrange matters satis- 
factorily.” 

“ The Prince’s relatives seem to knov nothing of sudi 
an understanding,” I remarked 

“ Of course not,” replied her Majesty , “ for it is a 
state secret which, when I come to think of it, 1 sJiorlJ 
ha\c more respected. But now that it 'S out, let me 
add that my husbands promise to secure a fa.ourab’e 
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* The Pnncc belongs above all to his kindred who^ 
glor> and prospenlv be is bound to help to increase* 
The latter phrase seems to be a tree translation of the 
smpo' Ausuiitii of the Roman imperators “How can 
he be expected to li\*e up to his duties as chief of the first 
branch of the j-onnger line of the Hohenlohe-\\ aldenburg 
SchiUingsfiirsts if he throws awa^ a fortune cvcr> jtar 
of his life ? ' 

“Unde Chlodwig** so ran another line of argument 
‘ IS not a gaj bachdor, but a father and grandfather an 
uncle and cousm times innumerable. Dozens of llohcn 
lohts besides his own children depend for part of their 
income at present or after his death upon the noble old 
man and to all these the cnormons curtailment of saUf) 
IS nothing short of a calamity * 

A third batch of correspondents blunllv slated that 
inasmucli as Hohcnlohc had consented to accept the 
Chanccllorslup to please the Emperor his Majestj was 
m honour bound to make good his pecuniar) losses ** 

Epistles of this sort kept Auguste \1ctona in a turmoil 
all through Uie month of November the Emperor havuu; 
rcfuwd to be dLsturlrd b) these •oreechings after penruns 
one or two of the kind which stiowcd concluslvTl) vrh'm e 
the wind was blowing as hl» Majesty expTSsed himwlf 
TliCTraltcr Icllen postmarked \\ aldenburg Raod^ liar 
tenstdn llaltenVrgstcUen Dudap^^t Euhlinltr or from 
an\ Ollier cil\ or place where the damuM curmulg^' 
rmu*e had to be d livernl to the Kalv‘rin wh 
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The adjutants du ‘jour left billets-doux of that kind by 
the handful morning after morning at the Empress’s 
rooms, and her ]\Ia]esty’s morbid cunosity, a character- 
istic strongly developed m lonely women — and the Em- 
press IS lonely even in her children’s midst and sur- 
rounded by a houseful of fnends — her lonehness made 
her not only notice these grievances and accusations, but 
study them, ponder over them. Only once have I seen 
my mistress unconcerned when thus employed — at the 
suggestion that Unde Chlodvag needed a big salary, such 
as he had possessed and lost, in order to hve in the style 
befitting his rank 

“ Unde Chlodwig a pauper 1 ” she cried. “ That is 
news, indeed , a poor man ownmg residential palaces m 
several capitals, and castles and country-houses all over 
Germany and m Austna ! ” 

“ Of course, the statement is ndiculous,” said Baron 
von I\Iirbach , “ but it is a fact, nevertheless, that his 
Grace has been sorely disappointed with respect to his 
Russian properties, or rather his wife’s Russian mhent- 
ance, the Wittgenstem domains The law prohibiting 
foreigners from holding property m Russia has forced 
him to dispose of many miles of territory at rmnous 
prices ” 

“ I know,” said the Empress, “ and am glad that the 
Kaiser promised to intervene with the Czar on that 
account ‘ Nicky,’ I am sure, will arrange matters satis- 
factorily.” 

“ The Prmce’s relatives seem to know nothmg of such 
an understandmg,” I remarked 

“ Of course not,” rephed her Majesty, “ for it is a 
state secret which, when I come to think of it, I should 
have more respected. But now that it is out, let me 
add that my husband’s promise to secure a favourable 
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* The Pnnee belongs above all to his kindred who^ 
glor> and prospentj he is bound to help to increase ’ 
The latter phrase seems to be a free translation of the 
%tmpn Aupiziui of the Roman impcrators “How can 
he be expected to lis*e tip to his duties as chief of the first 
branch of the j^jungcr line of the Hohcnlohe-\\ aldenburg 
SchflhngsfQrsts if he throws away a fortune c\*cr) j*car 
ofhisUfc?" 

Unde Chlodwig” so ran another line of argument 
is not a gaj bachdor, but a father and grandfather, an 
unde and cousin times innumerable, Dorens of Ifohcn 
lohes besides his own chfldren, depend for part of their 
income at present or after his death upon the noble old 
man and to all these the enormous curtailment of saLirj 
Is nothing short of a calamity ' 

A third batch of correspondents blunll) stated that 
inasmudi os Hohenlohc had consented to accept the 
Chancdlonliip to please the Emperor Ills Majest) wat 
m honour bound to make good his pccuniar> lo^*« * 

EpUlles of thb sort kept Auguste Victoria in a turmoil 
all through the month of \o\cinbcT the Fmperor having 
rcfuwd to be dwlurbed b> these screechlngs after peruun^ 
one or two ot t}i»* kind which showed cond^^iv“d\ wh'm'X 
the wind was blowing os Ws Majesl) expres^^ hlmwU 
Thereafter letters postmarked \^aldmburg Rau^len Par 
Icn^tdn llaltenbergstctten Budayy-il Lublinitr or Irt>r» 
an) olh^r al> or place where the damnol curmol*’^' 
rr->u!e hail to d bwrfi to ihe Kalwrin wh tl ^ 
aUrn^tl to Wilbam p^onall) or not tin* 
ab*/m^e of ih-^ well known err^t witli Itt tall-^l rttja-I 
rupj^li ar-l erwrM f>wl ma*.Hp ro diflrtrr r 
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to leam on top of that speech that his wife’s mother, his 
wfe herself, at one time were beneficianes of the man 
whom he had just created chief servant ! 

That evening the princely couple of Memmgen, Duke 
Gunther and the hereditary Pnncess of HohenzoUem, 
took supper at Court, and to' these relatives the Kaiser 
showed the letter just received 

“ You are not going to send Leberecht back to Linden 
Strasse ” (the military prison), said Pnncess Charlotte, 
who IS intimate enough with Kotze to call him by his 
Christian name 

“ Your fool-fnend has no part m my meditations j'ust 
now,” answered Wilham gruffly “ I am thinkmg about 
wa5rs and means to stifle this new scandal The report 
— ^whether true or not is immatenal — that the German 
Empress’s mother accepted chanty from a Hohenlohe 
must not be allowed to spread, and I see but one way 
to prevent it : those salary-grabbers must be appeased , 
the income of Emperor’s heutenant must be restored to 
the Chancellor ” 

Thus far the Emperor had spoken m a loud, almost 
vehement manner, so that the ladies and gentlemen, stand- 
mg at a respectful distance, lost not a syllable of his 
tirade , but as he proceeded he lowered his voice, and 
I do not beheve that the rest of his speech was under- 
stood by anybody outside of the royal circle, for, actmg 
as lady du }our on that occasion, and as, besides, I was 
waiting to hand my mistress a mouchoir before we went 
to table, I was nearest to his Majesty, and, though my 
hearing ls good, I failed to catch a word of what he said 
m confidence 

The import of it all I learned, however, the same 
evemng, without sohcitation on my part, from one of 
the royal guests, who whispered, as we stood hstemng 
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•etllement of those Russian affairs did more than all 
other argrancnls toward persuading the Pnnee to accept 
the Chancellorship * 

This one-sided correspondence Nvould probablj have 
died out after a while for lack of argumcntati\*e fuel if 
for no other reason and the matter of the Chancellor s 
salary %vouId ha\*c been forgotten, if all of a •sudden 
the h)dra of the anon>*mous letter had not raised its 
head again 

Herr %on Kotze, the Imperial Master of Cercinonj 
suspected of flooding the Court with unspeakable accusa 
lions through nameless letters had betm released from 
custody Jul> 5 and the la$a\nous pasquinades — hU 
alleged fabrications — uhich rcgularij omvtd tliroughout 
the time of his detention had ceased coming for months 
\our Majcslj ought reall) not to be so hard on 
Uohcnlohe on the salar> question considering tliat yvM 
ha\*c but to ask >‘our v.nfc8 mother about the pood uvh 
H ohcnlohc Is making of lus wealth Indeed if it had not 
been tor Cousin Chlodv.'ig* the Duclicss Adelaide and her 
children among tliem the present Gt^rman rmprcss might 
liasc gone hungrv man\ a dav while the Augustenburgrr 
VOS fighting (on pap»-r) for his throne Tills lrtt<T 
the Ijiipetor found In neihn November 15 on lli'* e'*e 
of the daj uhen he made that remarkable spn^rh at th- 
sucanng In of rrcnnl' whernn h«“ told llimr fre»*n 
(in drfunrr ol cimmon*sem^‘ and prammar— 1 trap lit** 
!il'^n>) b> donninr lli** Kings coal j*ou have 
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to leam on top of that speech that his wife’s mother, his 
wife herself, at one time were beneficianes of the man 
whom he had ]ust created chief servant ! 

That evemng the princely couple of Memingen, Duke 
Gunther and the hereditary Prmcess of HohenzoUem, 
took supper at Court, and to"” these relatives the Kaiser 
showed the letter ]ust received. 

“You are not gomg to send Leberecht back to Linden 
Strasse” (the mihtary prison), said Prmcess Charlotte, 
who IS mtimate enough with Kotze to call him by his 
Christian name 

“ Your fool-fnend has no part m my meditations just 
now,” answered WiUiam gruffly “ I am thinkmg about 
ways and means to stifle this new scandal. The report 
— ^whether true or not is immatenal — that the German 
Empress’s mother accepted chanty from a Hohenlohe 
must not be allowed to spread, and I see but one way 
to prevent it • those salary-grabbers must be appeased ; 
the mcome of Emperor’s heutenant must be restored to 
the Chancellor ” 

Thus far the Emperor had spoken m a loud, almost 
vehement manner, so that the ladies and gentlemen, stand- 
ing at a respectful distance, lost not a syllable of his 
tirade , but as he proceeded he lowered his voice, and 
I do not beheve that the rest of his speech was imder- 
stood by anybody outside of the royal circle, for, actmg 
as lady du jour on that occasion, and as, besides, I was 
waitmg to hand my mistress a mouchoir before we went 
to table, I was nearest to his Majesty, and, though my 
hearing is good, I failed to catch a word of what he said 
m confidence 

The import of it all I learned, however, the same 
evemng, without sohatation on my part, from one of 
the royal guests, wfflo whispered, as we stood hstenmg 
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to the music ‘ I begin to l>clic\c thence romours charging 
” (the Emperor) “with having made inroads upon 
the Gudph Fond, seeing that he means to sore upon 
the Disposttionsfond to repaj Hohcnlohc for ad\*ancc5 
made to his mother In lav; ” 

* What docs yonr Roj*al Highness mean ? * 

That the Kaiser told us to-night he was resohed 
to grant Hohcnlohc an annual augmentation of his salary 
amounting to one hundred thousand marks out ol the 
land appropriated by the Reichstag lor the benefit of 
crippled soldiers, widows and orphans and of the Mctims 
of fire storm and other clcmcnlarj misfortunes ’ 
Impossible! It would be malfeasance * 

A robber) , )ust so fnddtgc Grdfin if— if a scmi-dc* 
mented person could be guilt) of crime ' 
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THE DISPOSITIONSFOKD AFFAIR — IHE ICAISER AND THE 
PRUSSIAN GUARDS— THE GUELPH FUND 

Life at Court ran in smooth channels for some weeks 
following the httle family party just descnbed , the 
coroneted graphomamacs who had embroiled the impenal 
couple m the nastiest sort of family dispute stopped 
wntmg after firing one more broadside of admiration 
and excuses, mstead of distrust and calumny as before, 
and the pohtical horizon being unusually tranquil, the 
Kaiser and Kaisenn gave themselves up to the pleasures 
of the season, his Majesty hunting and speechifying, dimng 
out, and enjoymg httle tnps, the Empress kmttmg and 
sewmg for the orphan asylums and making other pre- 
parations for Chnstmas “ Unde Chlodwig ” was now a 
frequent guest at the Neues Palais, and his relations with 
Wilham were seemmgly of the best, although it struck 
me that the young Kaiser treated the old man m a rather 
patromsmg way, as if he meant to insmuate • " Remember 
what I have done for you, and that, like a true benefactor, 
I have acted promptly and without fuss.” 

Toward the end of the month another anon3nnous 
letter, this time addressed to her Majesty, was received 
It prophesied grave troubles, “ for,” said the wnter, “ the 
Disposihonsfond affair is known to the press,” but, as 
nothmg relating to it was prmted during the next four 
or five days, her Majesty conduded that a hoax had been 
practised upon her. On December 6 occurred the great 
Reichstag scandal : the Sociahstic members refused to 
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to the music ** I begin to bchc\*c tho<c rumours charging 

my * (the Emperor) ** with having made inroads upon 

the Guelph Fund seeing that he means to seixc upon 
the Diipontionsfond to repa> Hohcnlohc for advances 
made to his mother In-law ** 

WTiat does your Rojad Highness mean ? ’ 

That the Kaiser told us to-mght he was resolved 
to grant Hohcnlohc an annual augmentation ol his <alar\ 
amounting to one hundred thousand marks out of the 
fund appropriated by the Reichstag for the benefit of 
cnpplcd soldiers, widows and orphans and of the \rctim5 
of fire storm and other elementary misfortunes ’ 
Impossible! It would be malfeasance * 

A robbery , just so gnJiigx Grafin if — if a scmi-dc- 
mented person could be guilty of crime ** 
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not be at their Emperor’s service ” ; but the graver con- 
sequences of this useless stirrmg up of opposition developed 
somewhat later, and the Emperor, Hohenlohe, and the 
Court all suffered m consequence 

There appeared, shortly before the hohdays, m the 
Berlm Post, known as the organ of the foreign mimstnes, 
an entrefilet, purporting to correct a paragraph prmted m 
an obscure Socialistic sheet, that hinted darkly at a con- 
spiracy between Kaiser and Chancellor to defraud a 
pubhc fund, and, with the clumsmess that distmgmshes 
the of&cial fault-finder, the Post “ dumped the child with 
the bath-water,” as Bismarck used to say It demed 
the conspiracy, and then calmly told the dammng truth 
of the matter , namely, that his Majesty, m recogmtion 
of Prmce Hohenlohe’s distmgmshed services, his patnotism 
and dismterestedness, had been “ graciously pleased to 
grant him an extra subvention of one hundred thousand 
marks from the chanty fund at his disposal ” Now the 
Post, an afternoon paper, is usually not dehvered at the 
Neues Palais until next mommg, but that mght a stray 
copy found its way to the adjutant’s room, and his 
Majesty appeared at the supper-table with a darkened 
brow. He was most ungracious toward her Majesty, and 
all the ladies, myself mduded, were treated to sarcastic 
remarks that often approached downnght rudeness 

“ A thunder-storm is gathermg — I wonder who will 
be hurt ^ ” remarked my neighbour, Herr von Egloffstem, 
sotto voce. At that moment the chasseur handed the 
Kaiser a letter bearing a great official seal 

“ There,” said his Majesty to the Empress, after per- 
usmg the missive, “ your unde thanks me for my good 
intentions, and relmqmshes, at the first blast from the 
enemy’s camp, the fortune I threw mto his lap But,” 
he added, nsmg and castmg an mquisitonal look around 
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nse from tbdr scats when the house honoured the ^\*e- 
logn by a huzza 

I thought her Majesty would fall ill uith indignation 
and rage when the matter was first brought to her atten 
lion, but contrary to expectation, we found the Kate 
calm and dignified. ** If this demonstration *’ he ^d 
in the course of the c\*cning meal “was aimed at me 
it was a failure it did not reach the tips of my bools 
On the other band the Soaahstic rabble has trampled 
on the dignity of the Reichstag wantonly and mahdoud) 
and for this the Reichstag must demand salisfaclion 
As for my goicmmcnt the occurrence Is water for our 
miUs It means the success of the Vmslurt I erh^f * 
(the anti rc\*olutionar> bQI) 

All agreed upon this point as a matter of cour^ and 
therewith the inadent was set at itat v.c tliought *0 Ur 
as the Court \sas concerned but unforlunatcl) the Kaiwr 
changed his mind os to the Impcrsonaht) of the target 
After repe a ting (he temperate and stalMmanlfke Inter 
prctation of the inadcnl abo\‘t quoted to Itcnr 
Letzow Baron von Buol and Dr BQrkUn the prr^Mmti 
of the Kcich^lag who called at the Nni-^ PaIiH on 
Sunda) December q hr ordered Pnnee Ifohrnlohr It) 
an autograph note indited lv.cnl> four hour^ later f* 
ask pTmi^don of Ihr to ptfnrcntc the 

Kider Dcbknrcht for Lfte then and Ih'te tt^ 

con rnt of thil bnd) Wn" a% iKr mn^tiiati^ 

puranl(X-» to of ruiiumcnt fmmunlt) f'nn 

arrr-'t d irin- 
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Her eyes were red, and she was evidently labouring under 
great agitation Calling Countess Brockdorff to her side, 
she began to talk to her m the most earnest manner, 
while the rest of us stood about aimlessly, helplessly. As 
!Madame Carette says in her Souvcnns iniimcs dc la cour 
dcs Tnilcnes . “ The presence of the sovereign forbids, 
as a matter of course, every attempt at unchecked con- 
versation.” How much greater is the strain when the 
royal mistress, to the knowledge of all present, is suffer- 
ing from her husband’s displeasure, and the courtiers 
themselves are under a grave charge of suspicion ! When 
her Majesty, long before the usual hour, bade us a half- 
hearted good-mght, a feehng of relief came over me , but 
the relaxation did not last long, for when I reached my 
apartments I found a pnnted notice under the door — 
an order to “ appear before the Royal Auditeur tn rc 
Anonymous Letters, next morning at 8 a M ” I prepared 
to go to Berhn, where all such exammations take place, 
by an early tram, and was not surprised to find the 
court-yard gay with the equipages of my colleagues and the 
numerous other Court officials about to embark on the 
same errand Together we made up qmte a party, filhng 
all available first-class railway carnages, and the Berhners, 
seemg us dnve down the Linden an hour later, must have 
wondered at the sudden invasion, though surely no one 
suspected that all these elegantly dressed women, these 
gentlemen in showy umforms and benbboned dress-coats, 
had left their luxurious couches at an uneartlily hour to 
answer the summons of the modem Vehme 

A Vehmgencht mdeed, secret, unlawful, tryanmcal 
We will treat of it later on m the chapters devoted to the 
nastiest Court mtngue of modem times, the anon5nnous 
letter scandal. For the present, it will suffice to say that 
the judiaal mquines neither yielded the name of the person 
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the table ‘ I will find out who bears talcs Irom mj own 
house to dirtj newsmongers if I han: to people Linden 
Strasse prison as Spandau was peopled at the lime of the 
Trojqm conspiracy " ' 

The Kaiser left the dining room without oficnng hii 
arm to the Empress and os her Majestj followed him to 
inquire the mcamng of tlie scene we of the semcc (there 
were no guests that evening) were free to hold an im 
promptu talk among ouisclscs 

Adjutant \-on Moltke who had read the Foil explaine-I 
the situation 

Great God 1 cried Countess Brochdoril “ his Majesls 
tlilnVs one of us pbijed informer in the Dtspostlionjj mJ 
matter" 

But this IS the first we hear of it sard Mademoliell- 
von Bassciritz 

* It IS the ncwc,t sort of ncivs to me ’ slmelfil Fraulrin 
son Getsdorff 

As her Excellcnc) knows 1 »aid looking straight at 
the grand mistress 'her Majest) rcceised an annasaro s 
letter threatening an exf-ttW such as has ty-cuncil now 
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Her eyes were red, and she was evidently labouring under 
great agitation CaUing Countess Brockdorff to her side, 
she began to talk to her in the most earnest manner, 
while the rest of us stood about aimlessly, helplessly. As 
]\Iadame Carette sa3fs m her Souvenirs iniimcs de la cour 
des Tuilcnes “The presence of the sovereign forbids, 
as a matter of course, every attempt at unchecked con- 
versation ” How much greater is the strain when the 
royal mistress, to the knowledge of all present, is suffer- 
ing from her husband’s displeasure, and the courtiers 
themselves are under a grave charge of suspicion ! When 
her Majesty, long before the usual hour, bade us a half- 
hearted good-mght, a feehng of relief came over me , but 
the relaxation did not last long, for when I reached my 
apartments I found a pnnted notice under the door — 
an order to “appear before the Royal Auditeur in ic 
Anonymous Letters, next mommg at 8 a M ” I prepared 
to go to Berhn, where all such examinations take place, 
by an early tram, and was not surpnsed to find the 
court-yard gay with the equipages of my colleagues and the 
numerous other Court officials about to embark on the 
same errand Together we made up qmte a party, filhng 
all available first-class railway carnages, and the Berhners, 
seeing us drive down the Linden an hour later, must have 
wondered at the sudden invasion, though surely no one 
suspected that all these elegantly dressed women, these 
gentlemen m showy umforms and benbboned dress-coats, 
had left their luxurious couches at an uneartlily hour to 
answer the summons of the modem Vehme 

A Vehmgenchi mdeed, secret, unlawful, tryannical 
We will treat of it later on m the chapters devoted to the 
nastiest Court mtngue of modem tunes, the anonymous 
letter scandal For the present, it will suffice to say that 
the judicial mqumes neither jnelded the name of the person 



i6^ PRIVATE LIVES OF 

who revealed the Emperor’s secret, nor afforded the Iea«t 
hint os to his or her identity 

After this excursion mto the realms of high politics a 
milteu which I meant to a\*oid fn these papers but who<c 
allareracnts I cannot escape at all times we win return 
to the subject the Kaiser as a financier 

The preceding pages ha\c pictured to us Wham 
scnottslj concerned about (he hght hearted fashion with 
which a ro}*al relati\'c <ccmed to squander a dozen or 
more twenty marj^ pieces and simoltaneousl} calbng for 
an outlay of from ten to twcnt> millions to promote some 
useless building cxtra\*aganc« Again, we base ob^n'cd 
how he reduced his modest ChnsUnas chantj fond two- 
thirds while at about the some time Pnnee Holienlohes 
salary was tnerfased m equal proportion In both in 
stances William robbed the poor (or intended mbblnj; 
them) to the adN'antage of the cnormou^l) wtallh> fir't 
of a hundred and fort\ three marks the second time of 
one hundred tliou«nd marks twice m succe<don wa% 
guiltj of actions that as pointed out brsprak at 
bard henrtedncM rgolt^m and the bek of certain 
faculties 

And wont of all th'^<* ore not i^hted ca'^ th- 
results of capnee or ill temp^ but all Uirourh Ih^ p^bh 
and pMxatc lif'* of th** Emp^r confusion In mattm of 
finance i' noticeable like th- pfowtlrial red thread In 
til** HnlWi mann<* or red tap^ in our own pn\rfne**^t 
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their Excellencies shall not spend more for the purpose 
than the state appropnation permits,” are stock phrases 
of his pronunciamentos issued from time to time. And 
as a variation of the stones on patched HohenzoUem 
trousers, the official telegraph bureau never fails to add 
the interesting mformation that the chief war-lord suffers 
the red facings of his uniform to be renewed several times 

before lie throws away a coat 

Such is the theoretical side of the question , now to 

the practical. 

In order to see whether his commands are stnctly 
obej^ed, the Kaiser invites himself to breakfast at the 
casmo of some regiment every httle wliile, announcmg 
that he vtlU pay ten marks for his and his smte s enter- 
tainment, not a penny more 

Now, the managers of these mstitutions know that his 
Majesty has lus preferences as to wines and victuals, and 
the imperial Court-marshal is only too ready to enumerate 
them to the anxious So French champagne of the highest 
grade, costly Rhine wmes and Burgundy, imported cordials 
and cognacs, are bought, also game and fresh sea-food, 
which latter is a luxury with us Furthermore, the 
extenor and intenor of the club biuldmg are decorated, 
and often partly renovated, “ and when, after all these 
preparations, the lavish outlay made, the impenal master 
departs with his corporal’s guard of attendants (when 
he has to pay for them he never bnngs more than half 
a dozen gentlemen), “ and, on takmg leave, remarks, with 
self-satisfied emphasis : ‘ You see, my dear colonel, ten 
marks is qmte enough for anybody to spend on his stomach , 
I have had a very good breakfast ’ (or dinner), mdeed, 
for that amount at your house,’ you should study the 
faces of the subaltern officers,” say the Kaiser s adjutants 
“ Count Eulenburg,” they argue to themselves, will send 
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the go\ermng board sixty or ser-enty marks mihm the 
next three months to pay for the exact number of scats 
occupied by the imperial partr vrhile we poor denis mU 
base to pay for the Piper, or Rocdcrcr. and the other 
dehcaaes out of our monthly pittance next week ” 

As a matter of fact, it costs a regimental mess from 
file hundred to fifteen hundred marks ci-ery time th' 
ivar lord tries its ten marks menu (according to the 
decorations and reiioirations deemed nccessan) and the 
officers hai-e to make up the difference There hai-e bem 
times when the pleasure of feasting tlie soicreign cost 
the lieutenants of the Potsdam garrison onc-tenth part 
of their pay for scscral months in succession and when 
the uniformed gurfons of these pretty imung fcUoirs had 
to go mtliout their more than modest leagc in conseriuenee 
But that 15 not all Tlie Kaiser’s adjutants report from 
time to time stories of snecked lues— lues of army mm 
who Mere lured upon the path that kills hi tlie all 
highest example or in conserjuenre of Willhra’s c 'in 
la'itations 
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soon exhausted Tailors demanding enormous profits as 
an offset against the nsks involved have to be employed, 
and from them to the “ Jew ” is but one step According 

to this recipe, Count von R , a dashing Rittmeister 

of the Bod}^ Hussars, was ruined, and Herr von L , 

of the First Guards, kept him company, vnth hundreds of 
others of lesser note 

Herr von L ’s mother, wndow of a pn\'y councillor, 

who made her son a 3’early allowance, besides keeping a 
family of se\eral unmamed daughters, out of a pension 
of forty-five hundred marks, came to me m the fall of 
1896, requesting an audience of her Majesty, and when, 
according to instructions, I inquired after the nature of 
her busmess vnth my mistress, she confessed, to my utter 
consternation, that she intended to petition the Empress 
to use her influence toward keeping the Kaiser away from 

the military casinos Of course, to let Madame von L 

come near Auguste Victona was entirely out of the ques- 
tion under the circumstances , but while, as a lady of 
the Court, I did my best to dissuade her from her purpose, 
as a woman I could not close my ears to that poor 
mother’s arguments 

“ My son’s pay,” she said, “ amounted, as you probably 
know, to one hundred and seventy-five marks per month, 
of which all but forty marks were deducted for wardrobe 
account, representation and benefit funds, board and 
lodgmg, &c Out of these forty marks and half as much 
agam — ^my own modest contribution — ^Walter had to pay 
for his suppers, his tobacco, his car-fare, his amusements 
and mcidentals, and, though it was hard work, he managed 
to keep within his mcome until his Maj esty began to 
invite himself to the casmo After the Kaiser s first visit, 
my boy had to contribute fifteen marks toward the cost 
of the entertainment, and, to reimburse himself, borrowed 
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the go\fnung board sixty or s*\-mty marks mthin the 
next three months to pay for the exact number of scats 
occupied bj the imperial party while we poor dcsnli irill 
hasa: to pay for the Piper, or Roederer and the other 
dclicaaes, out of our monthly pittance next week ’ 

As a matter of fact, it costs a rcgunental mcs< from 
fire hundred to fifteen hundred marks csery tune the 
war lord tnes its ten marks’ menu (according to the 
decorations and renorations deemed necessary) and the 
officers ha\-c to maJ c up the difference There ha\e been 
times when the pleasure of feasting the •oiereign cost 
the lieutenants of tlic Potsdam garrison one-tenth part 
of their pay for seseral months in succession md when 
the uniformed jorfonj of these pretty young fellows had 
to go ivitliout their more than modest wage in con«e<]uence 
But that 13 not all Tlie Kaiser s adjutants report from 
time to time stona of wrecked liscs — lues of am men 
who were lured upon the path that kalli b\ the all 
Iiiglicst example or in conserjuenec of W illiam s cawn 
sasitations 
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manoeuvres m the early fall of 1895 Herr von Kessel 
referred to his Majesty’s cnticism of the dress of certain 
officers of the Breslau Cmrassiers, a body of troopers from 
whom WiUiam demands hospitality on all occasions 

In February, 1897, I had the honour of receiving the 
Prmcess Fredenck Charles of Prussia at the Berhn Schloss, 
her Royal Highness caUing during the Empress’s absence 
She was dehghted to find everybody out “ I came to 
speak to their Majesties with respect to the anmversary ’’ 
(the festivities m honour of the late Kaiser Wilhelm’s 
one hundredth birthday), she said , “ the letter of invita- 
tion prescnbes costumes of the end of the eighteenth 
century, and I desired to explam to his Majesty why I 
cannot comply with such a request. To your Ladyship 
I mention the true reason without hesitation, but, of 
course, it would have been pamful to me to plead poverty 
to my nephew, he is so hard of comprehension ” {begnffs- 
stutzig) “ in such matters. However, if the truth must be 
told, I am not nch enough by far to spend ten thousand 
marks on a costume serviceable for one occasion only, 
and, consequently, must dechne to attend, much as I 
regret it, unless the Kaiser permits me to appear in the 
regulation ball-dress ” 

When I dehvered this message to his Majesty, he 
scanned my face for a second or two m blank amaze- 
ment as if he thought I was jokmg Then he laughed 
“ Absurd ! ” he cned, “ a Prmcess of Prussia unable to 
buy a few frocks I I see Madame, my aunt, is gettmg 
to be a mggard m her old age But she must have her 
will , my Herr ^ grandfather was always very fond of 
the Prmcess, and we cannot do without her on this 
occasion.” 

^ The Kaaser never fails to preface references to his grandfather or his father 
by the appellation of ''Herr ” 
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a double gold crou-n from a comrade- In the course o( 
the next month his Majesty repeated his cost!) msjI 
and my hoy was bled a second time Then after pajmg 
his comrade he retained just fis*c marks out of lih paj, 
while a month of hunger and humihation was stanng him 
m the facet Soon afterward Walter found himself 
stmgghng m the clutches of the usurer and wiUun six 
months ** (thej ha\c not much patience wth us penniless 
bureaucrats) ‘his disgrace was gaicttcd And bchtsx 
me, added the brokcn*hcartcd motlicr, *m> sons case 
13 not on exceptional one, other promising >*000^ hm 
ha\c been wrecked in the same svaj, and Uic ruin of 
hundreds of ofEccra v.ho judge the commanding chief bj 
his deeds rather tlian bj his vs^onls is but a question of 
time 
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manoeuvres m the early fall of 1895. Herr von Kessel 
referred to his Majesty’s cnticism of the dress of certain 
ofi&cers of the Breslau Cuirassiers, a body of troopers from 
whom WiUiam demands hospitality on all occasions 

In February, 1897, I had the honour of receiving the 
Prmcess Frederick Charles of Prussia at the Berhn Schloss, 
her Royal Highness calhng durmg the Empress’s absence 
She was dehghted to find everybody out “ I came to 
speak to their Majesties with respect to the anniversary ’’ 
(the festivities m honour of the late Kaiser Wilhelm’s 
one hundredth birthday), she said , “ the letter of invita- 
tion prescribes costumes of the end of the eighteenth 
century, and I desired to explain to his Majesty why I 
cannot comply with such a request To your Ladyship 
I mention the true reason without hesitation, but, of 
course, it would have been painful to me to plead poverty 
to my nephew, he is so hard of comprehension ” {begnffs- 
stutzig) “ m such matters However, if the truth must be 
told, I am not nch enough by far to spend ten thou'^and 
marks on a costume serviceable for one occasion only, 
and, consequently, must dechne to attend, much as I 
regret it, unless the Kaiser permits me to appear m the 
regulation ball-dress ” 

When I dehvered this message to his Majesty, he 
scanned my face for a second or two in blank amaze- 
ment as if he thought I was jokmg Then he laughed 
Absurd I ” he cned, “ a Prmcess of Prussia unable to 
buy a few frocks 1 I see Madame, my aunt, is getting 
to be a mggard m her old age But she must have her 
"Will , my Herr ^ grandfather was alwa}^ very fond of 
the Prmcess, and we cannot do without her on this 
occasion ” 

The Kaiser never fails to preface references to his grandfather or his father 
by the appellaUon of "Herr ” 
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During a reception hdd at the Schloss, on the e^xnmg 
of the same daj Princess RadzivriU spoke of the great 
difhculUcs that manj arm^ officers m\itcd to the festm 
tics cxpcncnccd to procure tlie necessary costumes 

These gentlemen ha\e had a months lime to prt> 
pare for my pageant, and I vrtiuld ad\*i5c none to be at all 
laggard in compljHng \nth my commands ’ said the 
Kaiser haughtil> If there arc not enough tailor^ and 
embroiderers m Berlin the rxork can be sent to other 
aties 

* With j*our ilajcsl>'s permission it is not the bek 
of hands and needles but the scaratj of * dougti 
or as her Roj*al Highness j'our ^faJcst> s sister 
mml-drop^ that interferes A great manj of il c 
)oungcr ofTiccrs cspcaall) can ill aflord to spend six or 
tCNxn hundred marks on a uniform that becomes ab<claltl> 
useless after a few hours wear 

And where did )‘our Grace acquire all thi^ \aliulte 
information resumed tJic Kol^er bcnnnp fomallj ard 
accentuating cad: ^^•ord idth a ■tcmi*<arca'tlc sneer 
Anj'whcrc ca crjnvhcrc I Dicj talk of nothing 
m the sa/ons and dub^ rnnfc*.5 Manes Frmeh t’^f 
was up I fell like reprating to him wlat I autir' 
McttmiKh fold tlie F^pie^s I I has I irn a 

grind damr and f alfow no one to ir nue mr r f 
oltcrwanl to Countr^s Brorkdo H who rrr'or>tr4t‘>! 
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one poor relative or friend among the four hundred officers 
commanded to the festival, it is not strange that the affair 
gained \vide pubhcity. The news seemed to spread 
throughout Berlin and Potsdam like a piece of local m- 
teUigence heralded in all the penny-dreadfuls On the 
strength of it, the young loucs of the Union Club doubled 
their stakes, and, the same night, “ Wilham-the-Bounti- 
ful’s ” health was drunk m numberless mess-rooms and 
beer-halls by youthful members of the aristocracy and 
army men whose greatest care had suddenly and un- 
expectedly been lifted off their shoulders by the Kaiser’s 
words — ^hfted to descend again, its weight doubled by 
chagnn and disappointment, m the course of a few weeks, 
for, to quote one of his Majesty’s nephews, the heir-pre- 
sumptive to a tmy throne, “ the twenty thousand marks’ 
pledge proved to be an illusion, if not something worse — 
a snare I Being assiduou'ily pubhshed by the Kaiser’s 
entowage and members of the Court, it served its purpose 
admirably 

“ With reimbursement guaranteed, as they thought, 
the officers commanded to the tableaux vivants spared no 
expense in their costuming The most magnificent sfiks 
and velvets, the costhest gold and silver embroidery, were 
worn by everybody, nch and poor. ‘ We don’t mind 
pa3nng a couple of hundred marks ourselves m excess of 
the Kaiser’s allowance,’ argued those whole-souled young 
men 

“ The result was the happiest — for William * a display 
gorgeous and luxurious far above expectations And 
when it was over, the Emperor expressed his aU-highest 
satisfaction, and went — hunting He had seemmgly for- 
gotten about the twenty thousand marks, and no one 
dared remind him of his promise ” 

As Lord Burghley said to Queen Ehzabeth * “ Those 
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During a reception held at the Schloss on the c\tning 
of the same day, Princess RadznviU spoke of the great 
difhculUcs that manj arm^ officers uwnted to the festu-i 
tics, experienced to procure the necessary ccbtumcs 

‘These gentlemen have had a months time to pre- 
pare for mj pageant and I would advise none to be at all 
laggard m compljang inth m} commands ‘ said the 
Kaiser haughlilj If there arc not enough tailors ard 
embroiderers in Berho the u*ork can be sent (o oth<*r 
aties 

With j-our Majesty s permission it is not the lack 
of hands and needles but the scaralj of dough 
or as her Ro>*al Highness j*our 1Iaj«t> s sister, ^aj-s— 
mint-drop^ that interferes A great manj of the 
joungcr ofTiccre cspcaallj can lU aflonl to spend sU or 
<c\cn hundred marks on a uniform that becomes ab^lotcl) 
u^css after a feis liours wear 

And v.hcrc did j'our Grace acquire all thU 
informatian resumed the Kaiser bowing forma\l> amt 
accentuating cacli wxird inth a •^cmi-^rca'tic 'nen 

Anjavlicrc c\CT>*whcrtt Tlic^ tall of nothing c 
in the salons and club^ * P^ncc^^ Mane' Trench 
ui' up I felt like repealing to liun what lauh-e 
Mctlcmiclj told the lanpro' ] ugrnic I wai I ft 
grand dame and I allow no one to ifcn e m** 'kc »■> * 
allrrivard to Country' IUi»^kJjtfI who rmoi \trAtnl witS 
her for losing h r temper 
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one poor relative or friend among the four hundred officers 
commanded to the festival, it is not strange that the affair 
gamed wide pubhcity The news seemed to spread 
throughout Berlm and Potsdam hke a piece of local in- 
telligence heralded in aU the penny-dreadfuls On the 
strength of it, the young roues of the Umon Club doubled 
their stakes, and, the same mght, “ WiIham-the-Bounti- 
ful’s ” health was drunk m numberless mess-rooms and 
beer-halls by youthful members of the aristocracy and 
army men whose greatest care had suddenly and un- 
expectedly been hfted off them shoulders by the Kaiser’s 
words — ^hfted to descend agam, its weight doubled by 
chagrm and disappomtment, m the course of a few weeks, 
for, to quote one of his Majesty’s nephews, the heir-pre- 
sumptive to a tmy throne, “ the twenty thousand marks’ 
pledge proved to be an illusion, if not somethmg worse — 
a snare! Being assiduously pubhshed by the Kaiser’s 
entourage and members of the Court, it served its purpose 
admuably 

“With reimbursement guaranteed, as they thought, 
the officers commanded to the tableaux vivants spared no 
expense m them costuming The most magmficent sdks 
and velvets, the costhest gold and silver embroidery, were 
worn by everybody, nch and poor. ‘ We don’t mmd 
paymg a couple of hundred marks ourselves m excess of 

the Kaiser’s allowance,’ argued those whole-souled young 
men 

The result was the happiest — for William a display 
gorgeous and luxunous far above expectations And 
when it was over, the Emperor expressed his all-highest 
satisfaction, and went — ^hunting He had seemmgly for- 
gotten about the twenty thousand marks, and no one 
ared remind him of his promise ” 

^ Lord Burghley said to Queen Ehzabeth • 


“ Those 
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thinjig a reception held at the Schloss on the cNxning 
of the same da>, Princess RadxiwiU spoke of the great 
difhcolUcs that man> arm^ officers muled to the Icstiu 
tics, experienced to procure the necessary costumes 

* These gentlemen have had a months time to prc« 
pare for my pageant and I \vould adNisc none to be at all 
laggard in compljang with commands ” ^d the 
Kaiser baughliTj * If there are not enough taHois and 
embroiderers in Berlin, the work can be sent to other 
atics 

With yoMT Majesty's permission it U not the lack 
ol hands and needles but the scaraU of dough 
or as her Ro)*al Highness j*our Majestj s sister ^\yi — 
mmt-drops Uiat interferes A great man) of the 
younger officers cspcaallj can ill afford to *pcnd su o' 
^c\en hundred marks on a uniform that becomes ab^olotel) 
u^lcb'^ after a few hours’ wear 

\nd where did >*ouf Grace acquire all thi< NaltulV 
information resumed (he Kil<er bowing formal!) ar J 
accentuating cacli word with a ^emi'Sarca'tic <necr 

An>sihcrc c\rry*v.hcrel Tlic) talk ol nothing e' e 
in the saIon\ and clubs Prince-s ^fanc s French h’^1 
wa^ up I felt like repeating to him wlul I aul ^ 
Mcltcnii''h told t|je Lmpre-vs Fugrnie 1 wa' 1 * 

grand datn^ anl 1 aWow rs> one to it riif m*“ st' 
aflcnvard to Counters IhcKWorn who rernoti'^tiArr'l I'tf'i 
her fur lotnc h'T temper 
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one poor relative or fnend among the four hundred officers 
commanded to the festival, it is not strange that the affair 
gamed wide pubhaty The news seemed to spread 
throughout Berhn and Potsdam hke a piece of local in- 
telligence heralded m all the penny-dreadfuls On the 
strength of it, the young roues of the Umon Club doubled 
their stakes, and, 'the same mght, “ Wilham-the-Bounti- 
ful’s” health was drunk m numberless mess-rooms and 
beer-halls by youthful members of the aristocracy and 
army men whose greatest care had suddenly and un- 
expectedly been hfted off their shoulders by the Kaiser’s 
words — ^hfted to descend agam, its weight doubled by 
chagrm and disappomtment, m the course of a few weeks, 
for, to quote one of his Ma3esty’s nephews, the heir-pre- 
sumptive to a tmy throne, “ the twenty thousand marks’ 
pledge proved to be an illusion, if not something worse — 
a snare I Bemg assiduously pubhshed by the Kaiser’s 
entourage and members of the Court, it served its purpose 
admirably 

“With reimbursement guaranteed, as they thought, 
the officers commanded to the tableaux vivants spared no 
expense m their costuming The most magnificent silks 
and velvets, the costhest gold and silver embroidery, were 
worn by everybody, nch and poor ‘We don’t nund 
pa5rmg a couple of hundred marks ourselves m excess of 

the Kaiser’s allowance,’ argued those whole-souled young 
men 

“ The result was the happiest— for Wilfiam • a display 
gorgeous and luxurious far above expectations And 
when It was over, the Emperor expressed his ah-highest 
sahsfachon, and went-huntmg He had seemmgly for- 
gotten about the twenty thousand marks, and no one 
dated remind him of his promise ” 

As Lord Burghley said to Queen Ehzabeth . 


“ Those 
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During a reception held at the Schloss on the c\‘crung 
of the same da>, Princess Rad 2 l^riU spohe of the great 
dvfhcnlUcs that manj arm} officers, m\atcd to the festu*! 
ties, expcncnccd to procure the neccssarj ccbtumcs 

‘ These gentlemen ha\e had a months time to pre- 
pare for m> pageant and I \eould adxisc none to be at all 
laggard in compljnng uith m> commands ^d the 
Kaiser haughtflj If there are not enough tailors and 
embroiderers in Berlin the swrlw can be sent to ottier 
cities ’ 

\Mth i’our Majcst) s permission it is not the lack 
of hands and needles but the scarntj of dough 
or as her Roj^al Highness >*our ^^ajcst}*s <istcr, sa}'S— 
mml-drop* that Interferes A great manj of th'* 
^-oungcr officers cspedali) can ill afford to spend six or 
*c\cn hundred marks on a unlfonn that becomes abM?tuteI> 
useless after a few hours wear 

And where dtd jour Gnee acquire all tlu« vahuH'* 
information ' rcrumed the Knl^er bowing fortnall) and 
icccnlualmg cadi word with a ^rmi-^-arcastie 

AnNn\hfrc c\cT>*v>hrfct Tlicj talk of nolhng cV 
in the Jc/on» and clubs Princf^s Maries rimch 
was up 1 frU hkc rejM-ating to liim what 
Mcltrmich told Ih** l.mprr'S htigrntc I v.ia I im a 
j rand d»mr and I allow no one to ironjir rn*** sV ax' 1 
aflrn%ard to Cotinlf-a Itro>kdot(I who rrtnnn'lratnl * 

1i f fnr lrr.int h»-r trmn^ 
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brother’s expense if there was the shghtest warrant for 
doing so. 

However, one of the Kaiser’s adjutants told me at 
least a week before the scandal became public that his 
Majesty had proimsed himself and them a “ kladderadatsch ” 
(a great hullabaloo) “previous to his brother’s saihng,” 
without mtimatmg, however, m any way, wherem the 
hubbub would consist Of course, that exonerates Prmce 
Henry ; his Royal Highness evidently followed orders, 
“ performed his damned duty,” as they say m Prussia ; 
but, granted the Kaiser created this opportumty for m- 
sultmg the Reichstag m a moment of anger, that would 
not explam the several palpable mconsistencies of his 
message — the setting aside of all Parhament has done for 
his marme plans , the nonsense of the assumption that 
an appropriation made m January or February would 
permit the placmg m service of a battle-ship, or a number 
of them, one or two months later ; and, thirdly, the 
obvious untruth that a better ship was not available 

I wiH pass over the first-mentioned contradictions of 
well-known facts to avoid repeating suggestions of a patho- 
logical nature , number two comes under the same head- 
ing, considermg that this idle talk emanated from a man 
of affairs, well schooled m naval matters The third pomt 
is the most mterestmg, because the most novel 

The Emperor’s assertion that the Koemg Wilhelm was 
the only serviceable vessel at his disposal I shall not 
attempt to deny, as the Kiel and Wilhelmshaven shippmg 
hsts prove it utterly false and unwarrantable, but I shall 
recall a conversation between the Kaiser and httle Prmce 
Adalbert that occurred a month or so previous to the 
despatch scandal Young Adalbert, despite his tender 
years, is a heutenant in the marine, and his governor has 
taught him to exhibit mterest m naval matters on all 
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who would malce tools of Pnnccs arc the tools them 
seises! ” 

Court and soacty had not yet ceased talbng of this 
exhibition of bad tilth, when the Kaiser startled (he 
whole countr> by another madent bcanng on finance to 
a certain extent. As his brother Hcnr> was about to 
embark for the Queen’s Jubilee in the rDan*o(war Ac^j; 
Wtlhelm his Majesty sent him a despatdi expressing 
regret that he had no better ship to gi\‘c hun ** beeaese 
those unpatnotic scamps m the Uciclistag refused re 
the necessary funds" — these being (he same “scamp*," 
bj the waj who consented to increase the rrgulir naial 
budget fiftj per cent dunng the first sc\*en ^-cars of 
WiUiam’s reign besides granting two hundred and seimty 
nine millions of marks worth of extraordmar) nunie 
credits 

Again tliat confusion ns to monetary matirn cf 
which we haix already had numerous startling txampiru 
WTicthcr >*ou phcc the nooglil before or alter the frutt 
its 'll! the vime to his MiJesU ' said rrin"e 
The Reich*;tag permitting the na\*al tuijgel to surll hen 
twenty-^sxn mdllons per annum under Udham I ('* 
fifty &\c million^ under Ulltiam If suffen the 
of a puhhc elding exact!) as If its mrml)^rs fu 1 (*>am5 
sweeping reductions instead 
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sections of the household which are not subject tc 
by the impenal master Pnnce Stolberg, who oi 
know, once Ventured the opimon “ The Kaiser 
as hef gobble up our pension or salary approp: 
as ” 

“ As the Guelph Fund ^ ” inqmred Duke Gunth 
“ Your Highness is pleased to jest,” rephed the 
master quickly, and then, changing his tone to 
semi-raiilery, he continued “ Forty-eight milh 
marks ! No one could spend such an amount ” 

“ Oh, yes, my brother-in-law could,” laughed the 
with a mystenous air 

The above conversation, reported to me by i 
witness, took place in May, 1894, dunng the fes 
attendmg the pnze-shootmg of the officers of the 
Guards, m Potsdam, and this was, to my knowled 
second time Gunther of Schleswg brought up the 
of the Guelph Fund 

The Guelph Fund represents the sequestrated 
of Kmg George of Hanover, or his heir, the D 
Cumberland, and its history is interesting. After 
mg the kmgdom of Hanover m the summer of 
Prussia restored their private fortune to the d 
Guelphs by the convention of September 29, 186 
there wels a strmg, or rather a steel cable, attac 
this apparently voluntary act of restitution P' 
out that the poor blind man whom he had vane 
might utihse his money to raise an army agamst vie 
Prussia, Bismarck, with the consent of the Diet, s 
trated the private property of the royal Hanover 
second tune, pleadmg that its annual mterest was i 
to ward off the Guelph party’s secret intngues and ; 
gems in the German and foreign press 

So the Guelph Fund became the Reptile Fi 

M 
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possible occasions So, when he heard his father 
of * Unde Heiirj « *' forthcoming tnp to “ Grandma 
Victoria,** he said quickl\ ** WiU >*on let unde t^^ 
Hohcns^iUcrn ?" 

The Kaiser who had been \’Ci> pleasant at luncheon 
and whose humour had continued in a happ> mood while 
we were sippmg our coffee in the Toiini Zimmer suddentv 
changed his tone. Assuming the stjlc of a se\-ctT: pre- 
ceptor he made the fnghtened bo^ leave hLs mother * 
knee and stand at attention * 

“ Under which title docs the Ilohin^ltrn rank in tl " 
marine lists ? ’ he demanded 

His Majesty s Aviso tiic yacht Ilofur cVrrn at tl 
Kaisers cxdusiv*c disposal ' reported the tinj hrulmant 
‘Well tlicu* said the Emperor understand sir n 
subject shall assume the Kaiser $ privileges 

His Majestj lad spoken so sc\*trtl> and nnth jc S 
cxccssiv e cmpliasis that the little Pnnee became In, ! tr"*! 
and had to be conducted from the room while the inl 
asscmbbgc of offidalv and guests «al about di'pmtrJ » 
feeling of unrest having replaced the prcviouv joviildv 
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sections of the household which are not subject to drafts 
by the imperial master. Pnnce Stolberg, who ought to 
know, once 'ventured the opunon “ The Kaiser would 
as hef gobble up our pension or salary appropnations 

as 

“ As the Guelph Fund ? ” inquired Duke Gunther. 

“ Your Highness is pleased to jest,” rephed the grand- 
master quickly, and then, changing his tone to one of 
seim-railiery, he contmued “Forty-eight mihions of 
marks \ No one could spend such an amount ” 

“ Oh, yes, my brother-m-law could,” laughed the Duke, 
with a mysterious air 

The above conversation, reported to me by an ear- 
witness, took place in May, 1894, dunng the festivities 
attendmg the pnze-shootmg of the officers of the Second 
Guards, in Potsdam, and this was, to my knowledge, the 
second time Gunther of Schleswig brought up the matter 
of the Guelph Fund 

The Guelph Fund represents the sequestrated fortune 
of Kmg George of Hanover, or his heir, the Duke of 
Cumberland, and its history is interesting. After annex- 
ing the kmgdom of Hanover m the summer of 1866, 
Prussia restored their private fortune to the deposed 
Guelphs by the convention of September 29, 1867, but 
there was a strmg, or rather a steel cable, attached to 
this apparently voluntary act of restitution Pomtmg 
out that the poor bhnd man whom he had vanquished 
might utihse his money to raise an army agamst victonous 
Prussia, Bismarck, with the consent of the Diet, seques- 
trated the private property of the royal Hanoverians a 
second time, pleadmg that its annual mterest was needed 
to ward off the Guelph party’s secret mtngues and strata- 
gems in the German and foreign press 

So the Guelph Fund became the Reptile Fund— a 

M 
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golden trough out of which the fncnds of the gov'cmnmt 
or its leading men fed for l\vent\-<ix >*0015 aJ fihtun^ 
there being no public accounting the Chancellor h\nnc 
a list of disbursements before Kis Majestj at th*' end of 
each 3 car after which act the reedpts were de<tro\‘cd 
^^’hcn a \car or <0 after BL^marcks di^mi*>vxl the 
Katscr desired to re-estabtish agreeable rth\ljon< with 
Queen \Tctona he instructed Oipnn to oftcr restoration 
of the Guelph Fund on condition that the I>ukc of Cuml'cr 
land formall3 renounced h» nghts to the crown Th'' 
stipulation \ns accepted — to WiUiim < great ^urpn'^- 1 
13 said — but as an offset the fatal slnng wa^ hrm5::ht 
into plaj a second time and not the fortune it<rl( iti 
annual interest onl) was handed o\*er to his Ko)^! IIi ! 
ness at Gmunden Court go^Mp fixes upon the Kat^^r^ 
unwillingness to p\c up *0 large a fortune to ulu h I** 
might ha\e rtcour^ occasional!) (!'*' ml 'lalan'e 

of fortN million marks lunng l>cen sc)uandcml wit! r 
(our jears after his fathers death) os th'’ prinapat can''* 
of this renn^ed breach of tuth but quite natntalK c 
one lias ever l»een able to venf) tills stalmrrt 
do I know of a prfvjn who succeerlrtl in tranne rxT*i a 
sohtar) million on its wa> to the s f ^ 

the kSiIh'-Imsplatr or Fr'tungs^^ral^-n wh-T^r th'* Mr 
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golden trough out of which the friends of the govemmenL 
or its leading men fed for twenty-six years ad 
there being no pubhc accounting the Chancellor laying 
a list of disbursements before bos Majesty at the end of 
each year after which act the receipts were destroyed 
When a year or so after Bismarck’s dismissal the 
Kaiser desired to re-estabbsh agreeable relations with 
Queen Victoria, he instructed Capnvi to offer restoration 
of the Guelph Fund on condition that the Dolce of Cumber 
land formally renounced his rights to the crown The 
stipulation \vas accepted — to WiHiam s great surprise, it 
is said — ^but as an offset the fatal strmg was brought 
mto play a second tone, and not the fortune itsdf its 
gmnnal interest only was handed over to his Royal High 
neffi at Gmunden Court gossip fixes upon the Kaiser’s 
nnwillmgness to give up so large a fortune to which he 
might have recourse occasionally (his own mhentaace 
of forty million marks having been squandered withm 
four years after his father’s death) as the pnnapal cause 
of this renewed breach of faith hot, quite naturally no 
one has ever been able to venfy this statement Nor 
do I know of a person who succeeded m tracmg even a 
solitary million on its way to the Kaiser’s pockets from 
the Wnhelmsplatx or Festungsgraben where the Ministries 
of Finance for the Rcch and Prussia are located The 
only parties in possession of the true facts are besides 
the Emperor Count Capnvi Prmce Hohenlohe, Herr 
von Miquel Minister of Finance, and Baron Wedell 
liEiiister of the Royal House and neither of these gentle- 
men IS in the habit of giving away hi* master’s secrets 
to ladies of the Court Duke GQnther on the other hand 
if his allosiODs are not attempts at beating about the 

1 A»ooc thiac% tht Dak* oT Combcriiod w»j mnl« to p*r lk« dtU* 
of MlnUtci TOO Boctticlwik fubtr to Uw 
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busli in tlic liopc of ontr.ipping tlic game lie 15 after, 
ma\ lia\c got an inkling of the afiair through Ins sister, 
the Emprc>’^, wlio can keep nothing from him, or from 
Ins relatucs m Vienna, notab]\ the Pnnee^'^ Philiji of 
Coburg, \\lio in her tnm jnobabh rcecncd the luws from 
tlic Duke of Cumberland himself, though the latter’s autho- 
nt\ might well be questioned, unless it grounds ujion 
exact data given out at Marlborough llou^c 'I he heir 
to the Engh^^h crown, \ou mu'^t know, cometiniej; has 
earhei and eloper information about matteis concerning 
the Pcihn Court than an\bod\ connected with it, for lie 
IS, above all, the confidant of the Emprc‘^‘= Frederick, 
while the Pnnces'v keep'^ him po'^ted on even tiling that 
transpires at the Courts of St Petersburg, Copcnliagcn, 
and Athens, those centres of anti-Prussian, if not anti- 
Willielni. politics Under these circumstances, the feeling 
of self-satisfied prognostication that swelled the bosom 
of the knowing ones ma}^ well be imagined, when, in the 
spnng of 1S97 (almost three }cars after the reported talk 
between Duke Gunther and Pniice Stolbcrg), the following 
story went the rounds at the Ncucs Palais 

The Pnnee of Wales, it was whispered, had wntten a 
letter to King George informing him that the Kaiser 
gulped down (that was the word employed) the whole 
of the Guelph Fund, advusing his brother-in-law at the 
same time to use the information as he saw fit (Greece 
was then hard pushed by William), but, unfortunatcl}^ 
“ Uncle Bertie,” instead of sending it to Athens direct, 
forwarded his missive to Copenhagen for approval by 
his mother-in-law, and Queen Louise, most innocently 
you may be sure, caused the noble conspiracy to 
leak out For, m a burst of confidence, her Majesty 
show'ed the letter to Pnneess Valdemar, the same 
spnghtly daughter of La Belle France who stirred up 
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tlie unbrogUo between Bismarck and C*ar Alexander not 
so many years ago 

Tbat M a n e d’Orieans • Bourbom on her part, was 
unable to constrain her tnumph at the hope of seeing 
Germany’s Kaiser hmnihated is perhaps, not to be 
wondered at for her Royal Hi gbnpyt detests the Emperor 
as heartily as she adores France, So with true feminme 
acmnen she sat down and tdegraphed the sweet morsel 
broadcast to all royal Wilhelm haters, or Pnnces that 
she considered sympathisers and all wished the under 
taking Godspeed — all except Cousm Ferdinand of Bnl 
gana This queer mdividoal eager to oblige the Kaiser 
IS said to have betrayed the confidence reposed in him 
and informed his Majesty hoping thereby to gam William’s 
eternal grabtade 

The rest is soon told WiDiam s threat to openly 
place himself on the Sultan s side conveyed m a personal 
letter to King Chnatian which strange to say was 
conntersigned by Prmce Hohenlohe made the would be 
conspirators scatter m all directions and immediately 
npon its receipt at the Danish GDurt, Albert Edward’s 
message to the King of the Hellenes was given to the 
flames in the presence of the German Minister There- 
upon the diplomatic side of the incident was declared 
closed, yet to his Uncle Bertie the Kaiser is said to have 
wntten a fnnous letter intimating that he would demand 
a personal explanation from him dunng his — the Prmce s 

summer visit to Hombmg — a menace which apparently, 

did not disturb his Royal Highness in the least for 
instead of a direct reply there amved at the Ncues Palais 
a week or ten days later a newspaper clipping under 
seal of Marlborough House, announcmg that in the coming 
season his Royal Highness mtended to take the waters 
of Manenbad and on the margin was scribbled la 
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(.tcminn nn inelegant, but wliolc-'^oulcd. inMlation to 
(lie iiujxnal nephew, the like of winch ha'^ once before 
lu< n <.'tentk''l to a Gennan Rmpcior, namely, by Goetz 
\nn bU rhclnnccn, wlio answered Ma\imihan the Firsts 
ordir to ''Urundcr m the ‘^ainc Milgar fashion 

'11)1 Giuljih iMind ‘^ton,, a*^ intimated, is palace go'^sip, 
no mon', no le>-:, — go'^^ip that ongmatc-S walh the ladies 
and cuithancn m .ot tendance upon their M.ajcsties, no 

oin know^ o\nctl\ how Conntes^' B happens to 

ham of an important '^ccrot e\ent tliroiigh her Majcst 3 ’'’s 
ilhttmper or confidences, and, ag.am, a liint ma}’ be 
ciiojiped at dinner or supper corav. i.ob:s b}'' the Kaiser 
li.m'^elf, whocc tongue not mfrequenth runs aw a}'' with 
111'' hc.ul 'Io-<h\ one of the Emperor's adjutants ma}' 
ha\e a good ‘'ton* to relate that, without m\oIvmg a 
brcacli of faith on the gcnllcman’<^ jiart, gives the kc}’ 
to a pcrjilcMiig situation, while letters from other courts, 
the tattle of pnneeU vi-^itors, correspondence of high 
aristocrats or statesmen, a mmislcnal cnsis, a sudden 
lapse in the routine of ro\al employment, as a \nsit post- 
poned or a “ headache to order,” complete the chain of 
cndcnce that linked together of its own accord, as it 
were, and in the end rc\c.als hidden spnngs of action and 
pnvatc views and moti\ cs of mdi\ iduals affording a better 
analysis of the minds of histone personages than a wliolc 
library of ordinary contemporaneous accounts, wntten by 
mere outside spectators, who faithfully^ copied each other 
I repeat, I cannot vouch for the truth of the Guelph 
Fund report as I do for otlier strange facts in these 
volumes that came under my^ personal observation, for 
all the e\adcnce I was able to collect on that point is of 
the hearsay vanety — and there are very good reasons 
why this should be so ; but I have, besides, one strong 
bit of circumstantial evidence Pnnee Hohenlohe has 
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been holding ofl&ce against his will for three years or 
longer becanse he cannot step ont until the Guelph Fund 
affair is settled that is until the capital of that great 
fortune is once more intact This I have from an authon 
tative source 

We now return to the Koent^ WUhelm dapatch 
While the press of the entire world was engaged in a 
heated discuKion as to the genuineness or the apocryphal 
character of the message his Majesty enjoyed hnnself 
hugely at the commotion he had caused* 

Dir B%eb hat (that was a blow from the 

shoulder) are words he addressed to every visitor at 
Court m those days without prefacmg his extraordinary 
remark by even an allusion to the matter he hpd in mind 
And to General von Buddenbrtxik the same gentleman 
whose hussars were deamated at Josefstadt (m i866) 
by Prussian batteries he said Of course the telegram 
IS anthentic* Why should I not tell my brother what 
I think of those scamps ? Though I care not to abuse 
them face to face when they ore guests at my house I 
propose to speak my mmd pnvately ” and anticipating 
his Excellency's question whether the pubhcation bad 
been mtentional or not, he contmued I am right glad 
too my brother made use of my words promptly and 
without sentimental ado 

Here we have almost as many contradictions as sen 
tences Personally his Majesty does not want to fnsult 
the Reichstag bis denunciaticms were of a private nature, 
and be wishes them proclaimed from the house-tops 1 
Whether such a state of mmd indicates merely morbid 
impulsiveness or a dangerous confusion of sentiments 
and ideas, is a question I asked of a renowned medical 
professor of the Berlin Umvcrsity one of the late Em 
perors physicians who occasionally V’faits the Schloss 
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The great man weighed the matter m his mind for a few 
moments, and then rephed evasively • 

“ One riddle is worth another, Madame la Comtesse 
I am told that on the day of Prmcess Victona, the 
present Empress’s, ceremomons entry mto the capital,^ 
the Kaiser, then Prmce Wilham, marched his battahon 
of mfantry from Potsdam to Berhn (a distance of twenty 
miles) for the avowed purpose of starthng his bnde by 
his prowess On the road, many of the soldiers became 
exhausted, but the captain, who was on horseback, as a 
matter of course, arrived in first-class condition, and ever 
smce has been boastmg of this particular feat — ‘ a par 
force march on the weddmg eve ’ Now, as a matter of 
fact, Wifiiam did not walk ten paces on that occasion, 
and, furthermore, the thmg came off fuUy twenty-four 
hours before his bride’s garter was distributed The 
Kaiser’s boast of ‘ plantmg his victonous standard upon 
the fortress after a Sheridan’s nde,’ is, therefore, as un- 
warrantable as it IS ridiculous StiH, this is one of his 
stock anecdotes which he relates at all weddmgs graced 
by the impenal presence 

“ In this case,” concluded the great physician, “ im- 
pulsiveness, the spontaneous desire to do something extra- 
ordmary, doubtless led to the conception of the idea — 
the rest is utter confusion ” 

Certam members of the opposition have characterised 
the Kaiser’s action (in June, 1897) of ordermg the Komgs- 
berg pioneers to make for him a number of improve- 
ments in Theerbude forest by buildmg cottages and sheds 
as “ confoundmg mme and thme,” and “ as malfeasance 
worthy of a satrap who recognises no distmction between 
the state’s and his own mdividual resources ” , but this 
exploit, though calhng m question his boasted concern 

^ February 26, 1881 
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for the workiiig-classes did his Majesty less harm with 
the Germans than his refnsah a month or so after the 
awful holocaust of royal and anstocxatici women at the 
Pans baraar to extend a hdping hand to the victims 
of the great floods m Wflrtemberg For the foreigners 
* his ” Dtsponiumsfond yielded promptly a four-nought 
contribution together with a h 3 ^tfencal telegram of con 
dolence the South German allies who contribute 
toward the fund, got neither money nor sympathy 
and m consequence the mail of both their Majesties 
was again heavy with anonymous letters some of them 
illustratecL 

Such cancatures 1 Among others was a cartoon in 
coloors, that represented the Kaiser kneelmg before the 
bed of Madame la R6pubUque and pouring gold mto her 
naked lap out of a bag marked ** The Retch $ Dtspostitons 
fond for the Benefit of German Veterans Widows and 
Oprhans ’* and almost every one of the nameless corre- 
spondents pointed out that the Emperor had never been 
guilty of a generous act lacking m theatneal possibilities 
Still the worst feature of these letters was their origin 
They were evidently not of the scandal mongenng sort 
of which mention has been made but expressions of 
righteous indignation of honest opinion forced to anony 
mity by the prevailing draconic laws against Use majesU 

‘ What a blessmg these people calculate but one-half 
of the truth I thought when the Empress turned some 
of the epistles and cartoons over to mo that I might 
help her shudder *at a nations ingratitude,'’ If in'® 
myself, they had heard Wilham say, after mailing ‘ his ’’ 
ten thousand franc cheque — their money — to the French 
capital That brings me nearer to Pam a hundred 
miles if such opportunities continue they will send a 
special train to Berlin to carry me to their Exposition ' 
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the rage of these cntics might have assumed a more 
dangerous form than the one adopted 

There is, after aU, more method in the secrecy that 
hedges round a throne, and hkewise a greater amount 
of shrewd circumspection m the pubhcity accorded to' a 
King’s words and actions by paid and voluntary scribes, 
than most people imagine In May, 1897, for instance, 
all the newspapers commented upon some rather tnte 
remarks the Kaiser had made in Wiesbaden about so-called 
chanty bazaars, “ whose receipts are eaten up by the 
cost of the entertainment, and where the poor are cheated ” 
These observations were heralded as something entirely 
new, and when, a month or so afterward, the Empress 
announced a flower corso for the benefit of the Potsdam 
“ and mvited society on condition that, m 

obedience to his Majesty’s wishes, the decorations be less 
lavish than usual, while the money thus saved be handed 
over for the chantable object m view, Court-marshal 
Count Eulenburg, as well as we ladies, who have more 
or less to do with the Kaisenn’s toilet, expected to receive 
orders to keep the preparations for the festival within 
certain hmits But the very opposite happened Auguste 
Victoria selected the costhest of all the Vienna toilets 
proposed, a superb cream-coloured gown, and instead of 
going out m two coaches, as formerly, four were placed 
into service for the royal family, not countmg those of 
the Court-marshals, equerries, chamberlains, and dames 
of the palace 

At the corso, which was held m Potsdam, near the 
“ Russian colony,” her Majesty’s carnage, containing, 
besides herself, Pnnce Joachim and her httle daughter, 
was nearly hidden under a load of Mar^chal Niel roses, 
imported from France and Holland at a tremendous out- 
lay , the Pnnces Adalbert, Augustus Wilhelm, and Oscar 
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for the -woriang-dasses dad bos Ma3€sty less harm with 
the Germans than his refusal a month or so after the 
awful holocaust of royal and anstocrahc women at the 
Pans bajaar, to extend a hdpmg hand to the victiins 
of the great floods m Wilrtemberg For the foreigners 
“ his ’* Thspcttitonsfoyid yielded promptly a four nought 
contnbubon, together with a hystfencal telegram of con 
dolence , the Sonth German allies who contribute 
toward the fund, got neither money nor sympathy 
and m consequence the mail of both their Majesties 
was agam heavy with anonymous letters some of them 
illustrated 

Such cancatures I Among others was a cartoon, in 
colours, that represented the Kaiser kneeling before the 
bed of Madame la R^pnbhque and ponnng gold mto her 
naked lap oat of a bag marked “ The ReicM s Dtspcstitons 
fond for the Benefit of German Veterans Widows and 
Oprhafis * and almost every one of the nameless corre- 
spondents pointed out that the Emperor had never been 
gmlty of a generous act lacking in theatncal possibflities 
StDl the worst feature of these letters was their origin 
They were evidently not of the scandal-mongering sort 
of which mention has been made, but expressions of 
righteous mdignation of honest opinion, forced to anony 
mity by the prevailing draconic laws against Use majesU 
What a blessing these people calculate but onc-half 
of the truth,^ I thought when the Empress turned some 
of the epistles and cartoons over to me that I might 
help her shudder “ at a nation’s ingratitude ” If, like 
mysdf they had heard William say after mail i n g “ his 
ten thousand franc cheque— their money— to the French 
capital ' That brings me nearer to Paris a hundred 
mfles if such opportunities continue, they will send a 
special train to Beiim to cany me to their Exposition ’ 
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THE emperor’s LOVE OF SHOOTING — HIS BOON 
COMPANIONS 

While his Majesty inflicts his costly presence upon the 
nobles and nch officials of Berlin and Potsdam accord- 
ing to his whuns and preferences for society, and followmg 
the course of such events as birthda}^, weddmgs, house- 
warmings, and similar domestic affairs m the famihes 
of the anstocracy, his visits to the hunting-grounds of 
fnends m all parts of Germany are matters of routme, 
as he looks upon the utihsation of the country’s pre- 
serves as a regahsm m the old feudal sense, as his sove- 
reign nght 

When his Majesty goes to a shooting, he seldom stays 
longer than two days, the cost of his entertainment bemg 
between forty and fifty thousand marks, and one need 
but glance at the preparations on the host’s part to 
appreciate the enormity of the outlay, which, moreover, 
is vastly larger at the first visit The country residences 
of our Prussian grandees, you must know, are, as a 
general thmg, qmte innocent of samtary arrangements, 
and often several rooms must be entirely rebmlt and 
furnished with running water before his Majesty will set 
foot m the house Now, an unsophisticated reader might 
t hink that to plead old-fashionedness would scare away 
Wflham and save one’s money, but that is a wild mis- 
calculation If the Emperor scents a full game-bag on 
any baromal domam, he will mvite himself to the feast 
sans 'phrase, and not until aU arrangements have been 
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rode in a landau lavishly decorated with white carnabons 
the Crown Pnnce and Pnnce Eltel Fntx m a phaeton 
made gay by ten thousand red pmlcs and ribbons and 
the floral embellishments of the Kaiseris coach represented 
the colours of Schleswig Holstem 

The other royal and anatocratic partiapants m the 
pageant had likewise taken care to shme by so\ereign 
disregard of the imperial injuncbon against extravagance 
but to tbeir credit it must be said that nearly aH of 
them sent very considerable sums to the ‘ Knpps** next 
day ‘ savings out of our decoration fund as their per 
fumed missives to the august lady protector modestly 
declared 

And their Majesties ? WiUiam and his Queen had 
no occasion to remember their high-sounding proclama 
tions seeing that a purveyor’s HD of several thousand 
marks for the embdhshment of the royal carnages was 
staring in their faces Heretofore royal gardeners had 
attended to the corso decorations there being always 
an abundance of flowers m our parks and hothouses 
buL with that contrariness which now and agam distin 
gmshes the Kaiser’s actions he ordered that the work 
be entrusted to a high pneed BerUn flonst at the very 
instant when saving was the prime object of the hour 

Hence tears and lamentations in the Empress s apart 
ments most unroyal frowns on the Kaiser’s brow wfifle 
the papers were echoing both Majesties’ praises for arrang 
mg chanty entertainments every participant of which 
contributes to the benefit 

The ‘ Knppe ’ got nothing from the Neues PaUis 
that season but what matters that so long as the press 
applauds ^ ■* 
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Subscnbed and agreed to, Herr Graf, but these so- 
caUed novelties are reaUy the least costly items of an 
impenal visit, even if Berhn plumbers have to be im- 
ported mto remote comers of the kmgdom to execute 
your commands Luxurious bedroom fumishmgs, the 
carpeting throughout of spacious country residences, some- 
times ordered if WiUiam honours one of his subjects m 
midwmter, are items of expenditure of far greater magm- 
tude, though scarcely the begmnmg of the end 

I do not agree with a certam Pomeraman sqmre who 
complamed that the Emperor’s first visit cost him twenty 
thousand marks more than Pnnce Pless paid for the 
pleasure of harbourmg the sovereign because he had to 
build a carnage-road to the railway station, ten miles 
off, — that highway wiU endure and benefit commg genera- 
tions when the Baron “ and the proudest ” (and costhest) 
“ moment of his hfe ” are long forgotten , but to force 
one’s entertamer to provide a four-m-hand — one of the 
imphed conditions of every royal visit — comes dangerously 
near sowmg the seeds of extravagance 

And those Poterakm villages ! That nothmg may 
grate upon the impenal feehngs, the Herr Graf or Fuerst 
compels his peasants to whitewash and pamt farmhouse 
and hovel for miles around and sometimes pa}^ for the 
beautifying out of his own pocket Furthermore, he 
must furmsh greens and flags to decorate the streets, 
engage numerous torch-bearers to hght up the highway 
on the eve of the arrival and during the mghts of the 
visit, and employ four hundred to five hundred beaters, 
at the very least, a week or longer For his Majesty is 
not content to shoot the game on his fnend’s domam , 
his host, if he loves his peace, will hue aU the hare, deer, 
or roe for a dozen German miles m the neighbourhood 
and let them be driven mto his own preserves Of course,. 
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completed cmd when it is too late to nose objechons of 
the natnre intimated, does the Conrt-inaishal put in the 
standmg daims of his master A bedroom m all 

respects as to sixe and appointments to the Kaiser’s own 
chamber at home, brass bedstead horsehair mattrea 
an enormous wash-stand windows and doors secured by 
endless numbers of curtams and — ^bere come- the rub 
— a connecting room with the latest paraphernalia of the 
bath 

‘ Mark Twam has wntten many funny things about 
the German and his tub or the absence of the latter” 
said Court marshal Count Enlenburg to me, after meeting 
the Amencan humourist at a dinner given by General 
Verdy du Vemois m the winter of 1891 * but he could 

surpass himself if I were free to give him only part of 
the correspondence I have had with our nobihty on the 
subject of providing adequate bathing requisite for his 
Majesty How they struggle and twist and squirm 
against the introductioti of this nmdiy which th^ claim 
would destroy the harmonious appearance of rooms that 
for three hundred years were untouched by the mode. 
Chie gentleman m the province of Prussia tned to evade 
the obnaaous obligation impudently suggesting that 
he dared not offer his Majesty a bath after one night's 
journey as it mvolved the msmuation of excessive dirti 
ness on his guest s part. 

While I sympathise with many of his Majesty's 
hosts who can ill afford to entertam the most luxunoos 
monarch of the age,” contmued the good natured grand- 
master, I am as adamant as the proverbial rricher de 
bronxc when asked to tolerate aristocratic principles of 
that sort If the Kaiser’s travels sen-ed no other purpose 
than that of promoting deanhness his time would be 
well spent,’ 
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Subscnbed and agreed to, Hen Graf, but these so- 
called novelties are really the least costly items of an 
impenal visit, even if Berlin plumbers have to be im- 
ported mto remote comers of the kmgdom to execute 
your commands Luxurious bedroom furnishings, the 
carpeting throughout of spacious country residences, some- 
times ordered if Wilham honours one of his subjects m 
midwmter, are items of expenditure of far greater magm- 
tude, though scarcely the begiimmg of the end 

I do not agree with a certain Pomeraman squire who 
complamed that the Emperor’s iBirst visit cost him twenty 
thousand marks more than Prince Pless paid for the 
pleasure of harbourmg the sovereign because he had to 
bmld a carnage-road to the railway station, ten miles 
off, — that highway \vill endure and benefit commg genera- 
tions when the Baron “ and the proudest ” (and costhest) 
“ moment of his hfe ” are long forgotten , but to force 
one’s entertamer to provide a four-m-haud — one of the 
imphed conditions of every royal visit — comes dangerously 
near sowmg the seeds of extravagance 

And those Potemkm villages ! That nothmg may 
grate upon the impenal feehngs, the Herr Graf or Fuerst 
compels his peasants to whitewash and pamt farmhouse 
and hovel for miles around and sometimes pays for the 
beautifymg out of his own pocket Furthermore, he 
must furnish greens and flags to decorate the streets, 
engage numerous torch-bearers to hght up the highway 
on the eve of the amval and durmg the mghts of the 
visit, and employ four hundred to five hundred beaters, 
at the very least, a week or longer. For his Majesty is 
not content to shoot the game on his friend’s domam , 
his host, if he loves his peace, will hire all the hare, deer, 
or roe for a dozen Gennan miles m the neighbourhood 
and let them be dnven mto his own preserves Of course. 
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the dislodged game does not remain volrmtarily in its 
new environment, and mnst be kept from mnning away 
by oontmnous beatmg np sometimes too great nombers 
are trapped in other parts of the province and earned 
to and kept m thickets on the spot sdected for the chase 
to be released when the great slanghter is at its height. 

"While outside preparabons of this kmd eat up tens 
of thousands those for the inner mnn are not costly 
The Kaiser seldom brings fewer than twenty gentlemen, 
and even more servants all of whom must be lodged 
and fed and horsed, and do not forget that a royal flunl^ 
in a strange house pretends to be almost as much as his 
master Treated d la Kommtss after the barrack regimen 
at home, he impudently demands the best of everything 
when stopping elsewhere and generally succeeds m ob- 
faming it. 

That for the Emperor bimsdf and his btled sniouraic 
nothing a too good that money can procure, goes with- 
out saying The great caterers of Berhn and Paris send 
their choicest wares beforehand all the dehcacies of the 
season and the next to follow nnder the load of mighty 
barrds branded in many languages groan the anaent 
cellar beds of oaken beams and mystenous bottles with 
dirty labels teU of old vmtages and lynx-eyed connoisscais 
while the family cook, who is good enough all the year 
round, is dislodged to make room for experts in every 
known branch of colmary art, * lent ’ by the great hotels 
and world famed restaurants of the capitak 

And what says WUham to this splendid hospitality this 
lavish almost reckless expenditure for his benefit ? 

If everything go off accordmg to programme, if game 
be plentifal, the weather fine, his bath and the cooking 
better than at his own house, he remark on leaving 
“Be assured gtnlJige Frau* or (naming the b«t 
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^^^thout prefix of courtesy or title), “ I have enjoyed 
m3^self exceedingly , and if one thing gave me more plea- 
sure than the other, it was the fact that you made no 
fuss, asked the Kaiser to take pot-luck with you, so to 
speak That is as it should he Like Eherhardt tm Barte, 
I desire to be free to \nsit my people \vithout causing 
them the least trouble or expense ” 

But if weather or \vmd, the elements above or those 
below (m the kitchen), go against the impenal gram, if 
the populace’s shouts of welcome do not seem hearty or 
loud enough, or if one of the other guests exhibits greater 
skiU in bnngmg down game than the Emperor, WiUiam 
simply orders his carnage, dnves back to the house, and 
goes to bed That has happened m the course of years 
once or twice at each of the baromal seats visited, 
for, if one may say so \vithout committing cnmm Icbscb 
Majesiaits, there are stiU some things completely obhvious 
to his Majesty’s claims of omnipotence — game and guns 

“ Moderation, the virtue of which Prmces stand in 
such urgent need, is never found m passionate hunters, 
who expenence an mes.stible impulse to pursue the game 
and a cruel and bloody delight m kiUmg” This passage 
m her Majesty’s copy of Fredenck the Great’s “ Anti- 
macchiaveU,” ^ which the young Prmces are allowed to 
handle freely, is hidden, the margin of the page contain- 
ing it being pasted to the next, as if by accident 

And not satisfied with mdulgmg his passion m the 
field, the Kaiser must needs surround himself at aU times 
with trophies of his skiU as a death-giver , the most 
promment object m his study is a long table, covered 
with green cloth, containing the antlers of the roebucks 
killed by him m the course of the year, while imder the 

^ Her Majesty’s private library consists of the works of Fredenck the Great, 
those of Moltke, m German and Enghsh, a Bible, and a few pious books 
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the dislodged game does not remain voluntarily in its 
new environment^ and most be kept from mnning away 
by contmuons beating up sometimes too, great numbers 
are trapped in other parts of the province and carried 
to and kept m thickets on the spot selected for the chase 
to be released when the great slaughter is at its height 

While outside preparations of this kmd cat xtp tens 
of thousands those for the mner man are not less costly 
The Kaiser seldom brings fewer than twenty gentlemen 
and even more servants all of whom must be lodged 
and fed and horsed and do not forget that a royal flunky 
m a strange house pretends to be almost as much as hb 
master Treated d la Kommus after the barrack regimen 
at home, he impudently demands the best of everything 
when stopping elsewhere, and generally succeeds m ob- 
taining it, 

That for the Emperor himself and his titled eniourait 
nothing IS too good that money can procure, goes with 
ont saying The great caterers of Berlin and Paris send 
their choicest wares beforehand, all the dehcades of the 
season and the next to follow under the load of mighty 
barrds branded m many languages groan the anacnt 
rj^Uar beds of Oaken beams and mysterious bottles with 
dirty labels teB of old vintages and lynx-^ed connoisseurs 
while the family cook who is good enough all the year 
round is dislodged to make room for experts m every 
known branch of culinary art. ‘ lent ’ by the great hotels 
and world famed restarunnta of the capital 

And what says William to this splendid hospitality , this 
lavish almost reckless expenditure for his benefit ? 

If everything go o2 accordmg to programme if game 
be plentifnl, the rveather fine, his bath and the cookfng 
better rhen at bis own house, he will re mar k on leasing 
‘ Be assmed, pudi^t Frau ' or (naming the host 
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wntliout prefix of courtesy or title), “ I have enjoyed 
myself exceedingly , and if one thing gave me more plea- 
sure than the other, it \\as the fact that you made no 
fuss, asked the Kaiser to take pot-luck \vith you, so to 
speak That is as it should be Like Ehahmdt tm Barte, 
I desire to be free to \nsit m}^ people vuthout causing 
them the least trouble or expense ” 

But if weather or wind, the elements above or those 
below (m the kitchen), go against the impenal gram, if 
the populace’s shouts of welcome do not seem hearty or 
loud enough, or if one of the other guests exhibits greater 
sbll m bringing dowm game than the Emperor, WiUiam 
simply orders his carnage, dnves back to the house, and 
goes to bed That has liappened m the course of years 
once or twice at each of the baronial seats visited, 
for, if one may sa}' so without committing cnmen Itssce 
Majcstatis, there are still some things completely oblivious 
to lus I^Iajesty’s claims of omnipotence — game and guns 

“ Moderation, the virtue of which Pnnces stand in 
such urgent need, is never found m passionate hunters, 
who expenence an irres.stible impulse to pursue the game 
and a cruel and bloody delight in killing ” This passage 
in her Majesty’s copy of Fredenck the Great’s “ Anti- 
macchiaveH,” ^ which the young Pnnces are allowed to 
handle freely, is hidden, the margin of the page contain- 
ing it being pasted to the next, as if by accident. 

And not satisfied with mdulgmg his passion m the 
field, the Kaiser must needs surround himself at all times 
with trophies of his skiU as a death-giver , the most 
promment object m his study is a long table, covered 
with green doth, contaimng the antlers of the roebucks 
killed by him m the course of the year, while under the 

^ Her Majesty’s pnvate library consists of the works of Fredenck the Great, 
those of Moltke, m German and Enghsh, a Bible, and a few pious books 
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the dislodged game does not remain voluntarily in its 
new environment and must be kept from running away 
by continuous beating up sometimes too great numbers 
are trapped m other parts of the provmce and earned 
to and kept m thickets on the spot selected for the chase 
to be released when the great slaughter is at its ha^t 

While outside preparations of thm kmd eat up tens 
of thousands those for the inner man are not less costly 
The Kaiser seldom brings fewer than twenty gentlemen^ 
and even more servants all of whom must be lodged 
and fed and horsed, and do not forget that a royal flunky 
m a strange house pretends to be almost as much as his 
master Treated 4 la Komrmss after the barrack regnnen 
at home, he impudently demands the best of everything 
when stopping elsewhere and generally succeeds m ob- 
tainmg iL 

That for the Emperor himself and his titled entourage 
nothing IS too good that money can procure, goes with 
out saying The great caterers of Berim and Pans send 
thdr choicest wares beforehand, all the delicacies of the 
season and the next to follow under the load of mighty 
barrels branded m many lan^iages groan the andent 
cellar beds of oaken beams and mystenous bottles with 
dirty labels tell of old vmtages and lynx-eyed connoisseurs 
while the family cook, who is good enough all the year 
round is dislodged to make room for experts in every 
known branch of culinary art, * lent by the great hotels 
and worid famed restaurants of the capital 

And what says William to this splendid hospitality this 
lavish almost reckless expenditure for his benefit ? 

If everything go oS according to programme if game 
be plentiful, the weather fine, his bath and the cooking 
better at his own house he will remark on leaiing 
Be assured, gtUSdtge Frau** or (naming the host 
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pa^\'s sometimes, as clubs on other occasions, when the 
conser\'atives cannot be brought to book in any legiti- 
mate ^^ay. Thej'' breakfast or dine at Court quite fre- 
quently, and are favourably regarded by the Empress, 
but on the whole their reception, while never lacking in 
cordiality, is official m character Conforming to Chester- 
field’s advice, these gentlemen “ made themselves neces- 
sary,” but the Kaiser is not always eager to do business, 
as the record of his occupations mentioned in another 
chapter shows Herr von Helldorff, besides, has some- 
what lost caste since his Majesty adopted his vacillating 
pohc}'- in respect to Bismarck Dunng the first three 
months of the year 1890, while the old Chancellor was 
kept awa}^ from Berlin through all sorts of machinations 
that made it patent to everybody at Court that he was 
about to be shelved (his son Herbert was the only one 
who failed to imderstand the situation), — while these m- 
tngues were being spun, Herr von Helldorff was a daily 
\TSitor at the palace, and, to judge from remarks the 
Empress let fall m our circle off and on, he played a 
decisive part m the conspiracy that discrowned the great 
man. Mffiether he informed the Emperor that Bismarck 
had become addicted to morphia and was unable to think 
connectedly, I cannot tell, but his Majesty mentioned 
the rumour at luncheon one day after having been closeted 
with both the agranan chieftain and Dr Hmzpeter the 
whole mormng The Kaiser’s old preceptor Hmzpeter, 
by the way, was never so prominent at Court as when 
Bismarck’s star was on the wane We saw him flit m 
and out of the Kaiser’s study at aU times of the day 
and m the evening, and qmte often he mstaUed himself 
in his Majesty’s apartments as early as eight o’clock m 
the mormng, even before WiUiam had breakfasted But 
this friendship was too thick to last, the more so as Dr 
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table, and all around on the floor, are the bigger antlers 
of slam deer Ministers of State delivering reports upon 
the reception of which hinges the fate of government 
measures of peace or war or perchance, the life of some 
doomed man appealing to the King's grace, must be for 
ever prepared to be interrupted by a Look at this ten ” 
(or fourteen) ender * * (meaning antlers with the given 
number of branches) — ■ * the prune stag among a battalion 
I mowed down at Rommton ” 

While the members of his Majesty’s stafl assert that 
the monarch is never m better humour than after suc- 
cessfully playing some tnck upon a friend it shall not be 
demed that he is very agreeable company if he has half 
a mmd to be He loves a merry jest at a stag party, 
knows the art of making pleasant conversation sings 
badly it Is true, but nevertheless entertainingly enough 
among fnends enjoys good music, and is a clever hand 
at any game — bilhards skat, poker and what not ? and 
better still, he never allows the stakes to go above a 
pfennig (half a farthing) a pomt If Diana has smiled 
upon him and the host showed a lucky hand in the selec 
bon of the menu he usually orders his portfolio of photo- 
graphs to be brought in after dinner and Icainng 
everybody a choice of pictures inscnbea his name, together 
with the date, and often some cheerful words of remem 
hrance on a doxen or half a hundred pasteboards as the 
case might be, 

\side from his hunting companions his Majesty has 
few friends and no intimates Though Herr \*on HdJdortf, 
Baron ManteuSel and Giunt Douglas are sometimes so 
designated there is nothing in their relations to his Majesty 
to justify the assumption At the palace the tnum%'inite 
13 called the Kaiser’s most submissive political General 
Staff, because Wilham uses these gentlemen as cats 
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Pnncess Phibp of Coburg, sister of the Archduchess 
Stephanie, told me that Wilham, returning m her brother- 
in-law’s company from a stag party late one evenmg, 
proposed the game of changer Ics dames, which, her Royal 
Highness msists, is “ qmte common ” among German 
officers Rudolph is said to have been agreeable, but 
when WiUiam entered the Cro^vn Pnncess Stephame’s 
room, her Impenal Highness made a tremendous uproar, 
causmg Auguste Victona to awake, and ” (I am still 
quoting Pnncess Phihp), “ thus the pretty scheme was 
spoiled ” 

Next mommg the young wives got together , but 
as each charged the other’s husband with mstigatmg the 
devihsh plot, the happy family party was bound to break 
up, and their Highnesses separated without saymg good- 
bye Such, at least, was common report at the Court 
of Empress Augusta in Coblentz, where I happened to 
be at the time 

As for the rest, it wiU probably never be known which 
of the royal gentlemen incited the other to the act , 
maybe both were drunk, and agreed upon the dictum 
f Prussian army men “ TJnter Kameiaden ist's ganz 
cd ” (hterally “ Among comrades it’s the same thmg ”) 
good ]oke 
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Hmxpeter himsdi placed a shimbliiig block m the way 
of his ambitioii to live at Court by his mamage to Made- 
moiseUe d'Harcourt, ex-govemess to the EmperoPs sisters 
So Hiurpeter was packed off to Bielefeld and the castle 
and Neues Palais knew him no more. 

Until the spring of 1893 Judicial Councillor Kunie 
was another of the Kaiser^s untitled fnends, and he had, 
perhaps more influence over Wniiam than aH the rest, 
seeing that he aspired to become his Majesly^s Hofjudt 
or finanaal agent, Kunie mampulated the rumous Sdiloss 
Freiheit Lottery mentioned m the eighth chapter and 
was at the bottom of the colossal bnfldmg pmjecis hanflg 
a game of some sort »n f>eUo to meet each proposed extra 
vagance. However, as soon as these schemes threatened 
to compromise the Kaiser their plebeian advocate was 
dropped as a * designing and even dangerous person,^^ 
and smee then I have seen WDham pass his old tune 
fnend who was half-doubled up by the most submissive 
of bows without takmg the slightest notice of hnn That 
does not signify however that Kunic is lastingly dis 
graced. On the contrary if the * difficulties of the ex 
chequer ’ continue he is almost sure to be restored. 

Among men of his own caste and age, William has 
had but one mtimate the late Rudolph of Austria but 
the pleasant rdatious between these young men based 
upon mutual likes and dislikes came to an abrupt end 
some four j^ears previous to the Archduke s awful death 
discord arising in the summer of 1885 when Pnnee and 
Princess William were spending seveiul \veel3 at theu* 
Imperial Highnesses country place near Vienna, From 
this outing the Prmcess returned all of a sudden and 
posthaste to Potsdam, whfle her husband went on on 
impromptu tour of military mspecUons In the pronneo 
And the reason } 
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Pnncess Philip of Coburg, sister of the Archduchess 
Stephanie, told me that Wilham, returning m her brother- 
in-law’s company from a stag party late one evemng, 
proposed the game of changer les dames, which, her Royal 
Highness insists, is “ qmte common ” among German 
officers Rudolph is said to have been agreeable, but 
when WiUiam entered the Crown Pnncess Stephame’s 
room, her Impenal Highness made a tremendous uproar, 
causmg Auguste Victona to awake, and ” (I am still 
quoting Pnncess Phihp), “ thus the pretty scheme was 
spoiled ” 

Next mommg the young wives got together ; but 
as each charged the other’s husband with mstigating the 
devihsh plot, the happy family party was bound to break 
up, and their Highnesses separated without saying good- 
bye Such, at least, was common report at the Court 
of Empress Augusta m Coblentz, where I happened to 
be at the time 

As for the rest, it wiU probably never be known which 
of the royal gentlemen incited the other to the act ; 
maybe both were drunk, and agreed upon the dictum 
of Prussian army men “ Unter Kameraden zst’s ganz 
egal ” (hteraUy “ Among comrades it’s the same thmg ”) 
as a good ]oke 



CHAPTER XI 


TREATMBKT OF SERVANTS BY THKTB MAJESTIES — mPERlAL 
HOUSEKEEPING 

Noon at the Neoes Palais 

Forty hungry women and girls some old many young 
and comely hanging about the back-stairs of what is 
intended for the most magnificent royal Court of the day 1 
Most of them are munching black bread, scantily spread 
with lard whfle from tin bottles they partake of long 
dranghts of cold chicory masquerading under the name 
of coffee One or two prondly exhibit a hunk of salt 
pork, but many in the crowd depend entirely upon the 
chanty of their colleagues or the good nature of the 
livened servants who receive either full board, or 
eat at the canteen established m connection with the 
MsrsiaU And these women wearing wasbed-oat calico 
dresses all the year round and a twenty four by fort> 
inch shawl barely covenng their heads and breasts in 
wmter are imperial and royal employees as well as her 
Majesty*3 natty maids and the porters and chasseur* in 
gold and silver laden dress the only difference being that 
these maids and flunkies are engaged bj the year while 
the women are employed by the mouth , during the 
residence of the Court in Potsdam 

But what about the Biblical crumbs that fall from 
the nch rnan 5 table ? There arc none The allowances 
for the royal board ore cut so fine as to just suffice for 
their Majesties, the enicurage and the guests and when 
the Kaiser mvites extra company at the last moment 
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the courses are humed to cover up the shortening of 
rations, and frequently some of the visitors are “ skipped ” 
as if by accident Of the royal guests, many leave the 
flower-strewn table as hungry as the scrub-girls do their 
nooks and comers after the noon recess. 

The women hail from Potsdam or the surroundmg 
villages, and work m the castle from 6am to 6 or 8 
p M , many walkmg an hour or more to and from their 
destmation They are employed m the apartments of 
the adjutants, of the ladies and gentlemen of the Court, 
m the servants’ quarters, and in the kitchens, at deamng 
and scrabbmg, wood and water carrymg, &c , but our 
two-hundred-room palace affords neither a place where 
they may cook a scanty meal nor a room where they 
can eat and rest 

“ They get their wages — ^what more do they want ^ ” 
answer the House-marshals, when we ladies pity the un- 
fortunates, and we have to subside for fear that those 
we try to befriend may m consequence lose their hveh- 
hood — such as it is — ^under the protecting wing of the 
unpenal eagle 

“ They have their wages,” — two marks per day for 
twelve or fourteen hours’ work, and even m the coldest 
wmter — the Court seldom removes to Berhn before 
Chnstmas — cannot get a cup of coffee or a plate of soup 
from the crowned master, though it is self-evident that 
none of the women have time to go home for dinner 
during recess 

A person of my rank runs agamst this class of ser- 
vants on rare occasions only , but accident leads me mto 
the lower regions of the palace once m a while, and it 
gives me a shock every tune to see these panahs of our 
splendid Court fightmg hunger and cold with food devoid 
of warmth, behmd doors and staircases where the wmd 



198 


PRIVATE LIVES OF 


whistles the international anthem of poverty After 
witnessing their distress and hearing thar complaints 
once, I never went mto the souUrmn without issnmg an 
order on the canteen for so and so many pea or lentd 
sonps The gratitude of these women is heart reading 
When it 13 remembered that ‘ the difficulties of the 
exchequer” occasionally mtcrfere with the Kaiser^s and 
Kaisenn s predilection for deanlme^ — I recall the fact 
that their Majesties are sometimes nnable to obtam dean 
sheets for their bed — the statement that the royal ser 
vants men and women, are kept exceedingly short m 
respect to towels and bed-clothes will snrpnse no one. As 
a matter of fact the allowance for the first named article 
is two per week the bed Imen is changed every month. 
And at the same time the livened retainers are supposed 
to be paragons of cleanliness t 

One evening when we were talking m her Majesty's 
dressmg room of the vagaries of Pnnce Frederick Leo- 
pold, the Countess Bassewitr remarked that his Royal 
Highness compelled tus valets and the chasseur who 
serves htm at table, to bathe two or three times a 
day mommg noon and night that is always before 
ihcy come into personal contact with him 

“ That is extr avagant, ' said her Majesty ** but 
persons of our rank cannot insist too strongly upon the 
daily bath for thar attendants * 

" If there arc enough bath rooms I ’ I could not resist 
the temptation to throw out this hint, 

Wdfl ' said the Kaisenn, * I suppose there is a suffi 
aent number in our palaces at least here and In fhtf 
Schloss* 

‘ I beg your Majesty's pardon ” I spoke up , '* 
as well as in Berlin we ha^-e but two bath-room^ for 
servants— one for the men one for the women 
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The Empress gave me a startled look “ Two bath- 
rooms ^ ” she gasped 

“ T-w-o,” I repeated , “ and not only the people of 
the body-service, but aU the hvened and umformed men 
and women m the palace — coachmen, fourners, chasseurs, 
and heads of the household departments — are expected 
to use them.” 

“ Mcine Ltebe^"' said the Empress, m her haughtiest 
tone, “ you are evidently misinformed,” and, nsmg from 
the arm-chair, she shook off her dressing sacque with a 
httle shudder, as if to repel an unclean sensation “ I 
do so hate to speak of matters of that land,” she added, 
dismissing us mth a curt bow 

What would her Ma]esty have thought if I had con- 
tmued m my revelations, gathered at random durmg my 
long connection with the household, for the scarcity of 
bath-rooms is not the most disgraceful evidence of penury 
at the Prussian Court, by far The two eighteen by 
thirty-six inch huckaback towels given out every Saturday 
must suffice for the casual bath as well as for the every- 
day ablutions The servants’ wash-bowls are httle tin 
afiairs, holding less than three pints , foot-tubs and 
pitchers are tabooed, together with other conveniences 
But that IS not ah The toilets for the servants are 
located on the back-stair landmgs, which are hghted by 
kerosene lamps day and night, and one closet must do 
for every twenty-six persons If the palace is ever visited 
by an epidemic, the air wiU be laden with “ I-told-you- 
so’s ” m high and low quarters 

A command of the Emperor or the Empress alone 
can change this disgraceful state of affairs. When a 
courtier draws the attention of those in authority to the 
matter, it is but to hear the old refrain “No money ” 
“All the department treasuries are empty ” What, 



200 


PRIVATE LIVES OF 


then^ becomes of the fifteen milhons and a tialf which 
the Kaiser reserves per annum for the mamtenance of 
himself and family ? So far as the money is not mort 
gaged beforehand or absorbed by the expenses for travelling, 
entertaming her Majes^s tofletB, the building crate and 
other crates, the expenses of the Court or Courts swalW 
them The Berlm Schloss you must know is always 
kept ready for immediate occupancy aH servants bong 
at their posts and all fires liL * See the ogre that de- 
voured twenty five millions 1 ** were the damnatory words 
hurled at Mane Antomette and her fat husband as the 
royal chanot rolled mto Pans on October 6 1789 ' escorted 
by hunger and rascahty * 

Twenty five miHiatLS I— fnd for the revolution of the 
end of the eighteenth century but not a patch on the 
expenses of the German Court of to-day 1 Since William 
n came to the throne the Prussian people have paid 
one hundred and sixty millions of marks into the a>il 
list and of these one hundred millions were expended 
to keep up the pageant of sopeificml splendour that goes 
to make the Court For one thing the salary list a 
enormous not on account of many naughted items as 
much as because of its prodigious length There are, 
altogether some fifteen hundred persons on it, fully two- 
thirds of whom h&vt to be clothed and fed as well as 
paid- The great officials are not provided with uniforms 
or dress it is true, but receive very considerable aDow 
ances for that purpose, and also table-money if for some 
reason or other they are not mvited to or stay awa> from 
the meals AH the employees moreover, are entitled to 
mileage and board fees If taken on a junketing 

When I asked Madame von Lansch to increase the 
scanty allowance of hnen given to my servants the housc- 
keeper answered ‘ I wmild like to but cannot as funds 
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for labour and matenal m the wash-kitchen ]ust suf&ce 
for a stipulated amount of laundry Half-a-dozen extra 
towels per week would upset calculations ” 

“ But if I furnish the soap ^ ” 

“ Your Lad5^hip is very generous, but the employees 
of the wash-kitchen have all the work they can do now, 
and the Court-marshal’s office says it is impossible to 
mcrease the staff Besides, we have not the matenal 
in stock When the household hnen is given out on 
Saturdays, the presses are as empty as the proverbial 
nutshell ” 

The prevaihng penury even reaches to the steps of 
the throne Can you imagme an Empress bemg in need 
of a couple of toothbrush-holders ? Well, Auguste Victona 
wanted some for a week and longer, and could not get 
them. It happened m December, 1894, and I refer to it, 
not as something extraordinary, but merely to illustrate 
a pomt At the time mentioned her Majesty had seen 
some fanc}^ toothbrush-holders m the bedroom of her 
sister, Louise Sophie, wife of Pnnce Fredenck Leopold 
Her Majesty inqmred where they had been bought, and, 
on commg home, ordered me to procure a couple As 
Herr Nolte was going to Berlm, I mstructed him to bnng 
them along Next mormng, her Majesty asked why the 
holders had not been procured Herr Nolte was called m. 
“ I tried to get an order from Herr Baron von Mirbach,” 
reported the man, “ but, there bemg no funds for such a 
purpose, he sent me to Count Eulenburg His Excellency, 
despite my respectful protest, insisted that the matter must 
go through the usual routine and sent me away ” 

“ Routme — and what may that be ? ” asked the Em- 
press impatiently, after Herr Nolte had beto dismissed 

“ The Court-marshal’s office,” I made answer, “ will 
forward a letter to the store demandmg an estimate of 
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the article wanted Then the royal porcdain manufac 
tory will be aaked whether the pnce is fair or not, and 
that bemg settled the vanoos chiefs of departments wiH 
be required to famish the money each, of comae trying 
to unload ’ upon the other In thi^ way from six to 
ten davs wiB be spent. ’ 

‘ But I will have the things to-day ” said the Empress 
‘ Notify the foumtf to send for them 

I did so then and there and repeated the order every 
monung for an entire week, but only on the afternoon of 
the tenth day after her Ma]estv*s visit of discovery in 
Glieneckc were the holders produced. It had taken ah 
this tune to scrape together twelve marks necessary to 
procure the much-coveted articles and her Majesty bad 
made twelve separate and distinct rows about the matter 
Scenes and annoyances like the above, growing out of 
the chronic want of funds are however not himted to 
demands for extraordinary expenditure. We go through 
the same farce every time a piece of china or glass in 
one of the bedrooms is broken for the Prolan Court 
has no duplicates of such necessary articles as wash 
pitchers bowls pails soap-disbes or water bottles ^Vhcn 
one of these things m the Kaiserm s chamber for in 
stance, is smashed Fran Schade most cany the piects 
to the Bawhofmastcr who lays them before the House- 
marshal, who lays them before the Court-marshal who 
lays them before the treasurer 

Then the treasurer authonses the making of an eh 
mate to replace the articles the two marshals coontcf 
sign the document and the Hamhoftimstcr sends a waggon 
Into town to fetch it or orders it sent from Berlin Of 
course, all this takes time often several days arc 5p«t 
in winding and unwinding red tape, and in the mtenm 
her Ma]est> has to get along as best she can without a 
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glass for her tooth-water sometimes, and on othe 
sions mthout that piece of furniture which the I 
of Orleans described as essential to hfe’s true comfo: 

So much for our difficulties at home , but j 
stares the German Empress m the face even wh 
travels with her immense smte of ladies and ger 
in waiting, marshals, equemes, masters of the 1 
valets, chamberlams, treasurers, her overseers of th( 
gun-chargers, mouth-cooks, and the cloud of fo 
couners, coachmen, and grooms Ever since I c 
member, the Kaiserm has never owned enough 
to carr3^, besides her toilets, the linen for the u 
bed and bath rooms, ^ and that despite the fact tl 
Court IS almost contmuously on the road 

Count Herbert Bismarck, returning from a 1 
England m 1892, set abroad a story that the Pr 
Wales kept away from Berhn because he could r 
any of his people to accompany him, which is, of 
nonsense, and was probably never mtended to be 
senously , but it is a fact that dunng his Royal Hig 
last offiaal visit to our Court, in March, 1889, h 
ployees, from valet down to groom, were constantly 
mg with Herr von Liebenau on account of wha 
described as “ starvation diet ” When the t57pical G 
breakfast, consistmg of coffee, milk, two roUs, a d 
tive pat of butter, and two pieces of sugar, was s 
to the valet, he demanded steak and eggs in ad 
and so did the footmen and grooms These protest 
treated with silent contempt by Herr von Liebena 
when the noon meal called forth similar cnticisi 
threatened to mform his Royal Highness of the 
“ unruly behaviour ” 

^ Her Majesty always cames an entire outfit of household linen al 
her on her travels, unless she is visiting royalty 
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‘ By aD means, do so * rq>Ued the Enghshmen “ that 
13 what we want Otir master will then engage board for 
ns at a hoteL That is the kmd of gentleman he is ” 

And so the battle waged merrily on , only one bottle 
of beer was allowed to the foreigners, and they asked 
permission to provide their own dnnks they refused to 
eat cold pork and potato-salad for sapper and when told 
that It was her Majesty s Livonnte dish then remarks 
approached dangerously near to Ust-majesU Altogether 
Albert "Edward's men had a very hard tune of it at the 
Schloss and Herr von Liebenan cursed them in the 
presence of her Majesty * as the hungriest and most 
impudent set of menials ” he ever enconntered 

* If they stay another week,” he vowed, ‘ my whole 
force will be demoralised, and I should not know where 
to obtain money enough to fill their ravenous paonches. 

I beg your Majesty’s pardon, but that is the only expres- 
non that fits the situabon * 

To conclude, confusion and red tape, extravagance and 


penury go hand in hand at the Prussian Court the pre- 
ponderance of these incongmons qualities is felt m aH 
departments of the service. 

The young Pnnees, whom the nation furnishes with a 


lieutenant’s salary b^innmg with their tenth birthday* 
must disburse the wages of their body-servants out of 
this meagre allowance but when a short while ago, Herr 
von Wedell protested against a million marks approprri 
tion for reconstruction experiments such as above de 
Bcribed the Kaiser silenced him wth the words f 


thought VQU Uked to be JGiustcr of the Royal Home. 



CHAPTER XII 


TUC ANONYMOUS LETTER SCANDAL — THE VON KOTZE 

ATTAIR 

In No\ ember, 1S92, a succc'^sion of horrible anonymous 
letters threw consternation into our Court circles Almost 
no one was sp.ircd E%cr3. one, or nearly every one, 
holding ofiicinl or personal relations with their Majesties, 
as well as the Emperor and Auguste Victona herself, was 
made the target of the Mlcst insinuations To put 
the dots on the I’s, as the French say, I should 
certainl}^ have to borrow^ the phraseology of Dr 
von Krafft-Ebing’s Psychopailna scxualts and some 
of the \’’ile language used in the pnson-w'ards of 
the SalpCiricrc The winter seemed to have access 
to a librar}' containing minute descnptions of all the 
viciousness enacted since the tmie w'hen Jupiter loved 
Ganymede, Queen Semiramis made love to a horse, and 
Caesar “ w^as regarded as the liusband of all wives and 
the wife of all husbands ” And with this encyclopaedia 
of wickedness at his elbow, he selected to-da}^ one abomin- 
able morsel, m a week’s time another, ten days later a 
third, shaped them into direct and distinct charges, and 
launched them forth against this or that unhappy woman 
in succession 

Four hundred of those anonymous communications had 
been surrendered to the prosecution, headed by the late 
Baron von Richthofen That number probably compnsed 
the fifth part of the letters actually distnbuted. The 
overwhelming majonty of the re^mipnts were ashamed 

20s 
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to acknowledge the fact, as the correspondent was in the 
habit of trotting out old and long forgotten skeletons, 
mau ling over half-healed sores and tpTling of nasty or 
dishonourable actions, some of them true, others invented* 
And who would blame a person, so vilely attacked for 
givmg the poisonous rag to the flames without calling 
a 3niy to sit on the contents ? No matter how far fetched 
a charge and how condnsrve its refutation, some little 
thmg — the shadow of a doubt — always cleaves to the 
accused mnocent Besides m matters where family 
honour is concerned, loyalty like chanty, begins at home 
Once, when his Majesty was railing against a fncnd of 
his sister Charlotte who flatly refused to turn over to 
Baron Richthofen an anonymons letter I took the hberty 
of pomting out this maxim to him 

‘ I know of one loyalty only — that to the Kmg of 
Prussia, * was William’s stem rejoinder 

Magnificently said your Majesty but seeing that the 
King of Prussia the present mcnmbent of the title at 
least thinks himself so far above cnbasm os to be alike 
mvnlnerable to calumny and to just accusations why 
should his subjects nsk their character to help him to 
run down a traducer whose power for evil he dentes ? 
And agam the correspondence did not alwajTS concern 
the jperson addressed, but frequently related to the passions, 
the failings or the misfortimes of others — an intimate 
or an enemy It would be a felony to turn this letter 
over to the pohce, or even to disclose its contents to 
you ” my colleague. Countess BassevnU one morning 
when I was in her apartment and the lackey who had 
gone to the porter for her mail brought in one of the 
abhorred communications And her little ladyship threw' 
the scarcely read into the fire 

I tncd to stop her ‘ His Majesty who b sure to 
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Icnm of the .on\.i1 of the mis'^ne. niaj ask >ou f 
luncheon *' I expostulated. 

“ He cannot, for he lias just started on tlie 
Liebenberg. and if he did, 1 would resist him, 
letter contained the xilc'^t charge that can be 
agani'^t a married woman and her best friend’s h 
\nd all the parlies, all four of them, I count am^ 
closest acqunintanccc ! ” 

The ohoj.yii.o.i'i writer sometimes told trutl 
tcmblc directness , at other times he delivered 
of a }y<!\(u}}. cov.po^'.fuh: of the Simon Pure and of 
that made it difficult to separate the gram from th( 
occasionally he would <=eicnricc a pure girl to his 
appetite for mi'^chicf-making Vet courtier after < 
was deservedly dragged to the pilloiy- Indeed 
tcsquicu’s characlensation of societj^ under Louis 
and Louis XV as “ ambition allied to idleness, 1: 
w edded to haughtiness , as the incarnation of the 
to become nch without work; as lickspittlene 
hatred of truth , traitorship and perfidiousnes 
sophism, and contempt for public duties , as 
virtuous pnnees, and as interest m the King’s 
— this terrible indictment fits our present condit 
if it had been written yesterday, instead of a h 
and fift}^ years ago And how' could it be othc 
WiUiam’s surpassing w'eaknesses — limitless vanit 
spotic inclinations, and unrestrained egotism — are 
of the “ Pciai, c*csi wot” and “ ap)cs nous Ic c 
theones of centunes ago — albeit more authentic 
it IS death for a courtier, or for a minister of state, 
cater to these idiosyncrasies Besides, the Germar 
and idle classes are not one whit better, m p( 
morahty, than those of England, of France, or ! 
In one respect they are worse, I think • they are 
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to acknowledge the fact, as the correspondent was in the 
habit of trotting ont old and long forgotten skdetons, 
manling over half healed sores and tehmg of nasty or 
dishonourable actions some of them true, others invented 
And who would blame a person so vilely attacked for 
giving the poisonous rag to the flames without calhiig 
a }ury to sit on the contents ? No matter how far fetched 
a charge, and how conclusive its refutation, some httle 
thing — the shadow of a doubt — always deaves to the 
accused innocent Besides m matters where family 
honour is concerned loyalty like chanty, begins at home. 
Once when his Majesty was r ailing against a fnend of 
his sister Charlotte, who flatly refused to turn over to 
Baron Richthofen an anonymous letter, I took the liberty 
of pomting out this maxim to him 

I know of one loyalty only — that to the King of 
Prussia ” was Wflliam’s stem rejoinder 

Magnificently said your Majesty but, seeing that the 
King of Prussia the present incumbent of the btlc at 
least, thinks himself so far above cntiosm as to be alike 
mvnlnerable to calumny and to just accasations wiij 
should his subjects nsk their character to hdp him to 
run down a traducer whose power for enl be denies ? 
And agam the correspondence did not always concern 
the person addressed but frequently related to the pasifofls, 
the failings or the misfortunes of others — an Intunate 
or an enemy ‘ It would be a felony to turn this letter 
over to the police or even to disdose its contents la 
ycu *’ said my colleague, Countess Bassewitx one morning 
when I was in her apartment and the lackej nha had 
gone to the porter for her mail brought in one of the 
abhorred communications And her httle Ladyship thror 
the tiling scaredy read into the fire 

I tried to stop her His Majesty, who is sure to 
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linlf-frrown boji; and girls, into wretchedness, but they 
did not remain alone m this business long Their ex- 
ample bred a liost of imitators At the New Year’s re- 
ception of 189.^, one of the part}^ con\ eying the Empress 
Frcdcnck’s congratulations told me her Majest}'’ had 
said that one-half of the Court societ}^ \\as now \rating 
anonymous letters to the oilier half, and vice vers^, and 
for that reason she \\ould never again li^e in Berhn for 
any length of time And that was not merely one of 
licr Majesty’s jnmgcnt Bnticisms that pass for inofs m 
Berlin, but the sober tnith Not onl}’’ was the number 
of missives sent out bc3'ond tlie phj'sical power of two 
pairs of hand‘d, even admitting that one of them wielded 
a tj’pcwntcr with all the paraphemaha of carbons and 
st5'lus-pens, — the range of topics touched upon w^as too 
varied and comprchensiv’c for anj^ brace of scoundrels 
to handle Tlieir Majesties’ doings and the carryings- 
on of the Hohenaus and Kotzes were of course public 
propert}'', so to speak, m our circle , to comment on tlieir 
actions was easy enough , but that the intimate affairs of 
the V on I^Iullers, the von Schultzes, and the von j\Ieyers ^ 
were treated with equal alaenty proved that tlie passion 
for epistolaiy^ blackguardism had become contagious, and 
tliat the Emperor’s mother was right, or pretty nearly 
nght If the genius of Anarchy had started out to de- 
stro}^ the nation’s great by carrying discord and hatred 
into their midst and b}'’ setting one powerful family 
against the other, he could not have assailed the natural 
opponents of lawlessness wath greater prospect of certainty 
and despatch But while all suffered under the reign 
of terror — the guiUotimng, the fusillading, and noyaMng 
of reputations — ^none underwent crueller torments at the 

^ Names that in Germany arc as common as Brown and Smith m English- 
speaking countries 


O 
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out exception, infinite tattlers Thougli flattering myself 
with the endowment of fair capaaties of obs^tioa, 
and thou^ I keep my eyes open as I go along Bcrim 
society women, I confess have frequently astonished 
me by mfonnation concerning my master and rmstress 
that I would never dream of noticing thongh the affam 
mentioned happened under my very nose. And Kaiser 
and Kaisenn are as bad as the rest. All mooioiis of 
royalty agree that august personages are mpafflioned 
gatherers of small gossip the two N^leons, the 
Alexanders the great Frederick, Joseph 11 and Lotus XV 
the Regents of France and of Great had 

their PoeUniUes and Fouchis, but inherent craftmess 


at the same time, kept them from compromisiDg tber 
own thoughts or the conclusions they drew from the m* 
formation received My mistress is perhaps too httle 
sophisticated to follow these examples, besides, benif 
a londy woman she ie^ the necessily of an exchange 
of thoughts With the Emperor it » impoIsiYtMS* 
that gets the better of his dignity all the fame. 
faculties of conception act like piston rods dnvai by * 
powerful engme — m perpetual motion, as it were— eod 
he can never resist the temptation to mfonn those amnai 
him of the current of his ideas When he dcodes h' 
change an old friend for a new to dismiss one officul tf 
advance another he wants all the world to know it 
wants to strike terror to or evoke surprise in the 


of the whede people ^ 

The campaign of defamation m qncstion ^ 

Imd at the doors of a duo a male and ^ 

doubtedly two persons of opposite ''exes 
the lead, so fax as actual work was concent 
the crusade and to that pair belong* the 
having plunged a score of innocent peopJe, 
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out exception infinite tattlers Though fiattenng myself 
with the endowment of fair capaaties of observation, 
and thongb I keep my eyes open as I go along Berlm 
soaety women I confess have frequently astonished 
me by information concerning my master and mistreffi 
that I would never dream of noticing though the affairs 
mentioned happened under my very nose. And Kaiser 
and Kaiserm arc as bad as the rest- All memoirs of 
royalty agree that augnst personages ore impassioned 
gatherers of small gossip the two Napoleons the 
Alexanders the great Frederick, Joseph n and Loms XV 
the Regents of France and of Great Britain — all had 
their Poellnitres and Fouchis but inherent craftine^ 
at the same time kept them from compromismg their 
own thoughts or the conclusions they drew from the m 
formation received My mistress is perhaps too little 
sophisticated to follow these examples besides being 
a lonely woman she feels the necessity of an exchange 
of thoughts With the Emperor it is impulsiveness 
that gets the better of his digmty all the time His 
faculties of conception act like piston rods driven by a 
powerful engme — m perpetual motion, as it were — <md 
he can never resist the temptation to mfonn those around 
him of the current of his ideas When he decides to 
change an old friend for a new to one ofiBdal or 

advance another he wants all the world to know it be 
wants to strike terror to or evoke surprise in, the hearts 
of the whole people 

The campaign of defeunation in question ha* been 
laid at the doors of a duo a male and female Un 
doubtedl> two persons of opposite «exe5— the female m 
the lead so far as actual work v-ns concerned— started 
Uie crusade and to that pair belongs the discredit of 
hadng plunged a score of innocent people among than 
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half-grov™ boj-s nnd g.rls, into wretchedness; but 
did not remain alone in tins business lOTg. 
ample bred a host of imitators At the 1 ew 
ception of 1894, one of the party , ^^^,3 

Fredenck’s congratulations told me her ^ tme 

said that one-half of the Court society was now g 

anonymous letters to the other half, and vice 
for that reason she would nc\ cr again live in 
any length of time And that was not merely one o 
her Ma]esty’s pungent Bnticisnis that pass or v 
Berlin, but the sober truth Not only was he n 
of missives sent out beyond the physical power 
pairs of hands, even admitting that one of t era ^ 
a type^\Tlter with all the paraphemaha o car on 
stylus-pens, — the range of topics touched upon ^ 
varied and comprehensive for any brace o 
to handle Their Majesties’ doings and the 
on of the Hohenaus and Kotzes were of course p 
property, so to speak, in our circle , to common ^ 
actions was easy enough , but that the intimate a 
the von Mullers, the von Schultzes, and the von i ey 
were treated with equal alacrity proved that e 
for epistolary blackguardism had become contain ’ 
that the Emperor’s mother was right, or pre ty 
nght. If the genius of Anarchy had started on 
stroy the nation’s great by carrying discor aii r 
into their midst and by settmg one P®^®^ -natiiral 
agamst the other, he could not have ass f certainty 

opponents of lawlessness with greater prospec ^ ^ 
and despatch. But while all suffered un er 
of terror— the guillotmmg, the fusillading, ^ 
of reputations — none underwent crueller tormen 

, ^ ^ and Smith m Enghsh- 

^ Names that m Germany are as common as d 
speaking countries 


O 
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out exception infinite tattlers Though flattering myself 
with the endowment of fair capacities of observahon, 
flTid though I keep my eyes open as I go a lon g Berim 
soaety women, I confess have frequently astonisbed 
me by mfonnation concerning my master and mistress 
that I would never dream of noticing though the a ffa i r s 
mentioned happened under my very nose. And Kaiser 
and Kaisenn are as bad as the rest. AH. memoirs of 
royalty agree that august personages are impassioned 
gatherers of small gossip the two Napoleons the 
Alexanders the great FredencL, Joseph 11 and I^ouis W 
the Regents of France and of Great Bntain — all had 
their Poellnities and Fouchfe but inherent cialtmess 
at the same tune, kept them from compromising thor 
own thoughts or the conclusions they drew from the in 
formation received ilv mistress is perhaps too httle 
sophisticated to follow these examples besides being 
a lonely woman she feels the necessity of an exchange 
of thoughts Wth the Emperor it is impulsiveness 
that gets the better of his dignity all the time His 
faculties of concephon act like piston-rods dn>en b} a 
powerful engme — m perpetual motion, as it were — and 
he can ne\’er resist the temptation to inform those around 
him of the current of his ideas VTien he decides to 
change an old fnend for a new to dismiss one official or 
adi.'ance another he wants all the world to know it h* 
wants to strike terror to or e\oke surprise in the hearts 
of the i\bole people 

The campaign of defamation m question has been 
laid at the doors of a duo a male and female Uo" 
doubtedly two persons of opposite <exes — the female lU 

the lead so far as actual work was concerned— started 

the crusade and to that pair belongs the discredit of 
basing plunged a score of innocent people among them 
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half-grown bo5rs and girls, into wretchedness ; but they 
did not remain alone in tins business long Thar ex- 
ample bred a host of imitators. At the New Year’s re- 
ception of 1894, one of the party conveymg the Empress 
Fredenck’s congratulations told me her Majesty had 
said that one-half of the Court society was now wntmg 
anon5mious letters to the other half, and vice versd, and 
for that reason she would never again hve m Berhn for 
any length of time And that was not merely one of 
her Majesty’s pungent Bnticisms that pass for mots m 
Berlm, but the sober truth Not only was the number 
of missives sent out beyond the physical power of two 
pairs of hands, even admitting that one of them wielded 
a typewnter with all the paraphemaha of carbons and 
stylus-pens, — the range of topics touched upon was too 
varied and comprehensive for any brace of scoundrels 
to handle Their Majesties’ doings and the carrymgs- 
on of the Hohenaus and Kotzes were of course pubhc 
property, so to speak, m our circle , to comment on their 
actions was easy enough , but tliat the intimate affairs of 
the von Mullers, the von Schultzes, and the von Meyers ^ 
were treated with equal alacrity proved that the passion 
for epistolary blackguardism had become contagious, and 
that the Emperor’s mother was right, or pretty nearly 
nght If the gemus of Anarchy had started out to de- 
stroy the nation’s great by carrying discord and hatred 
mto their midst and by settmg one powerful family 
agamst the other, he could not have assailed the natural 
opponents of lawlessness with greater prospect of certainty 
and despatch. But while all suffered under the reign 
of terror — ^the guiUotinmg, the fusillading, and noyading 
of reputations — ^none underwent crueller torments at the 

^ Names that in Germany are as common as Brown and Smith in Enghsh- 
speakmg conntnes 


O 
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out excepbon infinite tattlers Thongh flattering myself 
with the endowment of fior capaabes of ob^iervabon 
and though I keep my eyes open as I go along Berlin 
soaety women I confess, have frequently astonished 
me by infonnabon qmcemmg my master and mistress 
that I would never dream of nobcmg though the affairs 
menboned happened under my very nose. And Kaiser 
and Kaisenn are as bad as the rest. All memoirs of 
royalty agree that august personages are impassioned 
gatherers of small gossip the two Napoleons the 
Alexanders the great Fredenck Joseph II and Loms XV 
the Regents of France and of Great Bntam — aU had 
their PoeBnitres and Fonchfe but inherent craftiness 
at the same bme kept them from compromising their 
own thoughts or the conclusions they drew from the m 
formabon received. My mistress is perhaps too little 
sophisticated to follow these examples besides being 
a lonely woman she feds the necessity of an exchange 
of thoughts With the Emperor it is impulsiveness 
that gets the better of his dignity all the tune His 
faculties of conception act like piston rods dnven by a 
powerful engine — in perpetual motion as it were — and 
he can never resist the temptabon to inform those around 
him of the current of his ideas WTien he deades to 
change an old fnend for a new, to dismiss one official or 
advance another he wants all the world to know it be 
wants to strike terror to or evoke surprise in the hearts 
of the whole people 

The campaign of defamation m question has been 
laid at the doors of a duo a male and female Un 
doubtedly two persons of opposite «c,xe3 — the female in 
the lead so far as actual work was concerned — started 
the crusade and to tliat pair belongs the discredit of 
haNing plunged a score of innocent people among tliem 
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aU interference on his behalf So the anonymous became 
indirectly responsible for the complete annihilation of 
the once puissant preacher. 

But while the lughest m the land were pestered, their 
closest fnends did not escape, particularly the women 
who were ]ust then fightmg for supremacy m WiUiam’s 
affections. Indeed, the letter-wntmg fiend was respon- 
sible for most of the occasional spats between Countess 
Fntz and Madame von Kotze, for he kept each nval 
posted on the other’s triumphs or discomforts To-day 
Madame von Kotze was appnsed that Fntz Hohenau 
did not pay for all the diamonds his wife wore at the 
Grand Cour, and to-morrow Charlotte had it, on the best 
of authonty, that WiUiam was more than Godfather to 
her Excellency’s ,mfant And the photographic assaults 
these pretty ladies suffered ! Countess Fntz as Sporus ^ 
beloved by Csesar was one of the milder cartoons 

The letters and pictures addressed to these parties 
were turned over to Baron von Richthofen, and a royal 
auditeur was espeaally charged with coUectmg evidence 
in the matter, he, like the President of Pohce, being vested 
with the power of inquirendo Like the mouchard of the 
French-detective story, this worthy was always “ on the 
trail ” of the viUam, but never approached near enough 
to lay hands on him, at least not on the nght party 
Lastly, the Kaiser engaged Hen von Tausch, his own 
press-cossack,^ to act as rechercheur under his personal 
guidance, and to the discretion of this tno the members 
of the royal family, the entourage, and everybody associated 
with our Court and the highest mmistenal circles were 
dehvered up, bound hand and foot, and gagged besides, 
if you please 

^ Sponis was a Roman lad whom Nero metamorphosed (as far as possible) 
into a woman and publicly married 

® The German for press-agent 
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hands of the vilifier than Augnste Victoria and her cousin 
morganatic, I must admit though that her Majesty's 
chagrm at the initial letters was not of long duration 
Thar form of course, nauseated the woman and their 
text wounded the wife in her, but the baseness of the 
undertaking itself did not seem to impress the sovereign 
lady and from the verv beginning she was of opinion 
that the perpetrator would nay must escape I often 
had it on my tongue to inquire mto the reason for this 
assumption but etiquette forbade. 

In the beginning of 1894, when hundreds of pens were 
busy composmg scurrilous notes my mistress recaved 
several missives that completely unnerved her althongh 
their contents did not refer to escapades on the part of 
the Emperor but, on the other hand were inventions 
so stupid as to be almost pitiable. I dare hmt at only 
one of the lot — a photograph representing a naked female 
with her Majesty’s face and features and at her side 
Court-chaplain Stoecker m puns naiuraltbus save for 
his well known clerical bib The letter that accompanJcd 
this beastly cartoon purported to explain \\hy Chaiies 
the Ninth s soldiers called the biggest cannon the French 
boasted of La Reine Mire ** ' 

This reflection upon her platonic fnendship for the 
bigoted and ambitious parson thrav my poor mistress 
into a fcNcr from which she recovered only after a week 
or ten days, when the Kaisers silence demonstrated that 
he had not been treated to a facsumlc of the cartoon 
As a matter of fact, though the copy intended for 
William had been mtcrccpted by General \on Scholl 
who without telling what he knew persuaded the Em 
press, in the course of lime to drop Stoecker and forego 

1 Tbe Qntn Moibef tc fc irtd W OUttrinc de Medid, aoterfoM fx Iwt 
uuraa tdTcQtom. 
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the royal family. If one or more of his mutators were 
brought to bay, the tracks of the onginal anonymous could 
be covered up for good. 

Durmg all this time the mtngues between his Majesty’s 
favountes, females and males, and between the English 
and anti-Enghsh factions at Court, contmued, and 
naturally, Countess Fntz and Madame von Kotze stood 
in the first battle line They fought separately and in- 
dividually. It was a pnvate feud, though, as the hus- 
bands of both women were counted Anglomaniacs. As 
for Wilham, he was stnctly impartial Enj03ung the good 
tlungs both Herr von Kotze and the younger Hohenau 
provided for his delectation, he honoured both gentlemen 
with his distmgmshed fnendship, possibly giving to the 
Kotze mdnage the benefit of his company more often than 
to the other, for purely pemonal reasons Kotze, you 
must know, is the very type of a man after Wilham’s 
heart In his agile and pleasmg presence he combmes 
von Hahnke’s suppleness with von Plessen’s devotion to 
duty and von Scholl’s bonhomie There probably never 
was an hour m his hfe, full of airy nothmgnesses, when 
he would not have nsked his soul for the Kmg He gave 
his services to the Court gratis, and spent hundreds of 
thousands per annum to entertam his Majesty In short, 
he hved for the royal master only I remember meeting 
him TJnter den Linden one fine mommg, his cousm, Count 
Haeseler, commander of the Fifteenth Army Corps, being 
my escort 

“ My dear Leberecht,” cned the General, after the 
usual greetings, “ why, by aU the saints, do you wear a 
grass-green cravat ? ” 

You forget, cousm,” rephed Kotze, with an mjured 
look, “ a green cravat is most appropriate to-day His 
Majesty went a-huntmg this mornmg ” 
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That one’s letters were committed to the inquisitonal 
board was really one of the minor hardships , the oral 
examinations were odious, though conducted m a dlgni 
fied manner, but not mfreqncntly part of the evidence 
became public p r o perly viz when Herr von Tansch 
thought it well to give information to the press, and such 
bad faith was intolerable It was this disloyal pohcy — 
a freak developed by \V21iams Lombroso studies — that 
drove so many groat fanulies to withdraw from Court 
The prmcely houses of Stolberg and Carolath the Duke 
of Sagan Herr von Hele-Wmdder, the Maltzans Per 
ponchers Harrachs and others had no ambltioE to see 
their palaces fired so that Wflham might boU a couple of 
eggs m the ashes of thar good name* 

For the whole mqmry stnctly speaking turned on 
the everlasting theme of msult to Ma)esty ’ 

Einc RoiU vai^rlanddoser Gesflhn * (a band of un 
patriotic scoundrels) — his Majesty’s favounte tenn for 
charactensmg his enemies — had dared to cany its m 
tngues to the steps of the throne (WTlham would ne%cr 
admit that they had mvaded his very bedroom) ergo all 
soaety must rise to nd him of these nuisances That the 
ptaladms upon whom he called were quite busy defending 
their own firesides and were forced to lea\*e their families 
unprotected whfle they followed his mMtation that, morc- 
o\ cr by plaang their correspondence at his disposal thej 
jeopardised their \\’ivc5 and daughters fair names their 
own and their sons honour — i\hat mattered that ? Some- 
body had mterfered ssath the master s pleasure it was in 
the nature of thmgs that everybody else should suffer 
Besides there had arisen a contingency the existence of 
v,hich was suspected b> a few in the inner drelo onlj 
the authorship ol manj letters especially tho^ sent out 
the first lwcl\*emonth had been traced to a member of 
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the royal family If one or more of his imitators were 
brought to bay, the tracks of the onginal anonymous could 
be covered up for good 

Durmg all this time the mtngues between his Majesty’s 
favourites, females and males, and between the English 
and anti-Enghsh factions at Court, contmued, and 
naturally, Countess Fntz and Madame von Kotze stood 
m the first battle line They fought separately and in- 
dividually. It was a private feud, though, as the hus- 
bands of both women were counted Anglomaniacs. As 
for WiUiam, he was stnctly impartial En]05nng the good 
things both Herr von Kotze and the younger Hohenau 
provided for his delectation, he honoured both gentlemen 
with his distmgmshed fnendship. possibly giving to the 
Kotze manage the benefit of his company more often than 
to the other, for purely personal reasons Kotze, you 
must know, is the very type of a man after Wilham’s 
heart. In his agile and pleasmg presence he combmes 
von Hahnke’s suppleness with von Plessen’s devotion to 
duty and von Scholl’s bonhomie There probably never 
was an hour in his life, full of airy nothmgnesses, when 
he would not have nsked liis soul for the King. He gave 
his services to the Court gratis, and spent hundreds of 
thousands per annum to entertam his Majesty In short, 
he hved for the royal master only I remember meeting 
him UnUr den Linden one fine morning, his cousm, Count 
Haeseler, commander of the Fifteenth Army Corps, bemg 
my escort 

“My dear Leberecht,” cned the General, after the 
usual greetmgs, “ why, by aU the saints, do you wear a 
grass-green cravat ? ” 

“You forget, cousm,” rephed Kotze, with an mjured 
look, “a green ciavat is most appropriate to-day His 
Majesty went a-huntmg this mornmg ’’ 
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And all of a sudden it was wluspered that this humble 
servant of the fetich royal — he who would have worn 
touievr it coca it Pnnct Royal with as much avidity 
aa coultur it chaste — the amiable vtveur^ distmgmshed 
comrade officer of splendid record for mtegnty and loyalty 
— it was rumoured that this man noted for a certam 
amount of horee-sense, but an ignoramus on all topics 
unconnected with the humdrum existence of a man of 
fashion^ — that Kotee, who was no more addicted to the 
pen than to overalls was the anon 3 mious graphomaniac 
for whom we had been aeardiing so long One fine mom 
mg the report was on eveiybody*s bps — no one knew who 
first uttered the calumny 

It was Hervey, author of * Memoirs of the Court of 
George 11 * who gave form to the truism 

* Slander, that worn of poisons, ever finds 
An eas 7 entrance to ignoble m{Qds>* 

and he had been a pohbaan and courtier long enough 
to get to the root of Court mtiigues Exclamations such 
as Pst I Kotxe wUl hear you,** ** I let it out to Lehe- 
recht, it wifi be In the anonymous letters to-morrcrw ’ 
became aH at once as common at our Court as ‘ your 
ilajesty ** your ExceDeucy * or ‘ gnOdigait Grafin ’ 
Only m the presence of the Kaiser and Kaisenn were the 
accusers silent so far os my Immediate observation went, 
at least. Later on I learned that the ' mobbing" of 
Kotxe started in ^V^ham*s most intimate arcle and more- 
over that the lying stones aficcling liis integrity were 
spread by some of the Kaiser s nght hand men in a 
clandestine manner ^Vhclhc^ his Majesty sanctioned 
this or not personally he kept up a shmv of most gradou* 
aGccUoti for the persecuted and whenever my mbtres* 
hinted at the expediency of dispensing n-ith Herr xtin 
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Kotze’s services, he ovemiled her cavils by a flood of 
praise for “ loyal Leberecht ” 

“ Why,” he said on one of these occasions, “ it would 
be impossible to dismiss him now I have ]ust remstated 
him m the army As you well know, I hke to surround 
myself with persons of mihtary rank, and, to facihtate this 
with respect to Leberecht, I made him RtUmeister z 
Besides, think of the scandal his fall would create He is 
brother-m-law, cousm, and uncle to half the nobles of the 
realm, — ^my Kammerherr and my fnend ” 

And four Sundays later, when the whole Court was 
assembled m the state apartments of the Schloss, await- 
ing their Majesties, m whose smte we were to attend the 
formal comer-stone-la5nng for the new cathedral. General 
von Hahnke’s adjutant appeared unexpectedly m our 
midst, and walking up to Auguste Victona’s master of 
ceremony, mvited him to come outside Takmg the 
captam’s entrance for the signal of their Majesties’ cormng 
(we had left them m Potsdam that mormng), we ladies 
advanced toward the great staircase, at the head of which 
we saw Kotze m earnest conversation with the Chief of 
the Mihtary Cabmet 

“ Are you not gomg ^ ” I whispered, m passmg. 

“No,” he answered, with a strange tremor m his 
voice , “ please make my excuses to Countess Brockdorff ; 
I shall be detamed.” 

Ten mmutes later the news spread that, upon receiving 
proof of Kotze’s perfidy by means of a report dehvered to 
him while on the way to Berhn, the Kaiser had signed a 

1 Herr von Kotze left his regiment, the Guard Lancers, some ten years ago 
with the character of chef tP Escadron a D , which means “retired ” The term 
z. D (awr Disposition) infers that an officer is still connected with the army, 
though not m actual service, being, as it were, at the disposition of his superiors, 
who call upon him when occasion demands. The important point of this is that 
an officer “z. D” is responsible to the military courts only, while the officer 
“a. D ” IS subject to ordmary civil junsdiction 
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warrant for his arrest m the FursUnxtmmer of Poltdamer 
Bahnhof and had sent von Hahnke ahead to apprehend 
the cnlprit so as to avoid meeting him at the festivities 
That these details were correct I learned m the course 
of the evening from Baroness von Reischach n* Pnncess 
Ratibor wife of Empress Fredenck*s Conrt-marshaL Her 
Grace had it from her brother Franz, Major m the First 
Guard Dragoons and one of Kotzes most outspolcen 
enemies 

Pnnce Franz a middle-aged bachelor, had sprung into 
sudden prominence of late — he and his aU<iius Herr 
von Schrader the Kaiser’s master of ceremony Baron 
Schrader, it was soon learned had denounced his col 
league to the investigating board and finally had brought 
formal charges against Kotze, submitting them to his 
Majesty on the morning of the cathedral celebration 
General opinion at Court and in society was of course, 
against the accused man I say “ of course,” for distrust 
IS a plant of rapid growth m on atmosphere where the 
praise of the lord s doings is one s best recommendation 

Her Majesty professed to be entirely unnerved by the 
shock she would never get over ha\’mg associated so 
long wth vile traitors * she had had her mlsgl\dngs 
though The Kaiser on his part, struck heroic attitudes 
He had saved society,’ * thanks to his initiati\*e the 
homes of the nation’s nobles were once more secure , 
and the members of the rojTil famU> and the aristocrac) 
hailed the lord protector I On Sunday and Monday ncia 
bene / 

Tlierc was also some sentimental by plaj — Madame 
\on Kotze on her knees before WiUlani in the biUiard 
room of the \cucs Palais wliflc licr Majcst> and the 
children were pbi^ng at hide-and*scck in the garden out 
side Aug:uste Victoria bad an excellent vdew of the 
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proceedings : a beautiful but wretched woman imploring 
her powerful fnend’s mercy for her husband about to be 
sacnficed that another might go free ! WiUiam proud 
and adamant, as if he had never leaned upon the beautiful 
arm raised to him m anguish ! 

“ It is of no use, gnddtge Frau Justice must be ad- 
ministered He shall be treated like any common cnmmal ” 

Then a shnek, a fall, and the children cned as if with 
one voice “ What is papa domg to Auntie Kotze ? ” 

“You have no Aunt Kotze,” said the imperial mother 
crueUy, and motionmg to the servant, standing at a re- 
spectful distance, gave orders that madame’s carnage be 
brought round mto the Sandhof, the other side of the 
palace, from where the lady should depart At the same 
moment, Adele von Haake emerged from the door-windows 
of the bdhaid-room, announcmg that the Ceremomen- 
nieistcnn had ralhed and begged to be received by her 
Majesty 

“ Her Ladyship must apply m wntmg to my grand- 
mistress — tell her that ! ” And the Empress ran off, 
followed by the puzzled youngsters 

But while the unhappy wife and favourite drove home 
toward Berlm (she had not the courage to take the tram 
for fear of bemg recogmsed), her ayenger stalked mto 
the palace-yard m the shape of a letter-camer, bnngmg 
missives m the dreaded mutated pnnt for both Kaiser 
and Kaiserm and many digmtanes “Anonymus redtvivus ” 
paid his compliments to their Majesties and their Excel- 
lencies, and called them names for bemg so stupid as to 
incarcerate such an innocent, a man whom only petty 
spite or gross mcompetency could connect with a cnme 
that called for much ready wit and a dare-devil spint 
excusable only “ m the highest spheres, if not the all- 
highest ” 
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‘ Take my word for it,** concluded each epistle “ before 
three weeks have passed, * Loloki * will be obliged to open 
Kotxe s prison doors and beg him by all that is sacred to 
the royalist to hold his tongue. * 

If the anonymous correspondent, by the letters mafled 
twcniy fonr hours after the CeremomenmevsUj^s arrest, had 
hoped to benefit poor Kotxe this calcnlation went wide 
of the mark, the Kaiser ndlcnling what he called ”an 
attempt at impudent bambooriing ** 

Pshaw ’ cned this doughty student of crmunolc^ 
at dinner, * what a threadbare trick 1 The last of my 
‘ Sckutrmdnner * could have foretold that the guilty one 
would endeavour to mislead the prosecution by some such 
means for of course, he has on accomphee ** 

Quick as a dart Auguste Victoria took up the thread 
* That horrible woman 1 and she asked me for an audience 
only this morning *' 

’ I did not say that I suspected Madame \*on Kotxe '* 
shouted the Emperor across the table , and I thought 
better of hun for this flash of magnanimitj , though his 
discourteous manner was painful to behold 

In the evening we were treated to an exposiUon of 
the * evidence. * The late Herr %-on Schrader rc\ncwcd 
a doicn or more instances where the anonymous letters 
had referred to affairs known only to Herr \on Kotxe 
and one other party, cither one of their Majesties or some 
high functionary 

** If that be the case’* whispered the Princess of Mem 
ingcn, With whom I was sitting *whj docs not MTUlam 
arrest himself or mj sweet sister in law ? *’ and address- 
ing the Kaiser she said ** If knowledge of a certain fact 
be an element of Incrimination why arc not ali who were 
m possession of it prosecuted ? If Herr s*on So-and So 
spoke to Lcbcrccht about a matter which some time 
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afterward, was used by the anonymous, why must Kotze 
be the guilty one and not the other ^ ” 

“Because,” answered Wilham sarcastically, “your 
So-and-So left no traces of his felonious domgs behind, 
while Herr von Kotze did” And his Majesty, assisted 
by an adjutant, produced two blotting-papers which, he 
said, were found on a desk, in the Adelines Casino imme- 
diately after Kotze had vacated the seat in front of it 
“ Look at these marks,” cned Wilham, in a voice pregnant 
with turgid solemnity , “ the impression of the word 

‘ Loloki ’ m imitated Latin pnnt, the brand we all know 
to our sorrow What does your Royal Highness say 
now ’ ” he concluded, bowmg to his sister 

“ That the news is important, if true,” answered Pnn- 
cess Charlotte flippantly, but she added, as if suddenly 
aware that she had gone too far : “I mean, if it can be 
proved that Kotze used the blotters.” 

“ He was not only the last, but the only gentleman 
to sit at the desk on the morning the discovery was 
made , besides, more blotters, similarly inscnbed, were 
foimd m Kotze’s pnvate office m the Schloss ” His 
Majesty’s face beamed with self-complacency while he 
made this statement He acted, every inch, the famous 
hamster summmg up an important case 

On the half-dozen pieces of blottmg-paper and the 
hearsay evidence alluded to, the prosecution rested its 
case before the court-martial which presently assembled 
to try Kotze , but even this scanty bit of mcnmmatmg 
matenal was qmckly reduced by one-half, the most im- 
portant half too * the government’s expert m handwriting 
declared that the supposed impressions were made on 
the blotters with pen and ink, the letters being placed 
upside down, presumably m order to mislead This would 
have been accepted as 'pnma-jacie evidence of a conspiracy 
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' Take my word for it, * concluded each epistle “ before 
three weeks have passed Loloki * will be obhged to open 
Kotxe s prison doors and beg him by all that is sacred to 
the royalist to hold his tongue * 

If the anonymous correspondent, by the letters mailed 
twenty-fonr hours after the CercTnoimnmetsieT^s arrest, had 
hoped to benefit poor Kotxe this calculation went wide 
of the mark, the Kaiser ridiculing what he called ‘an 
attempt at impudent bamboorimg ** 

* Pshaw * cned this doughty student of cmninolog} 
at dinner ‘ what a threadlmc tnck 1 The last of my 
Schutxmdnner* could have foretold that the guilty one 
would endeavour to mislead the prosecution by some such 
means for of course he has an accomphee-’* 

Qmck as a dart Auguste Victona took up the thread 
That homble woman 1 and she asked me for an audience 
only this morning ** 

“ I did not say that I suspected Madame \*on Kotxe,' 
shouted the Emperor across the table and I thought 
better of him for this flash of magnanimity though his 
discourteous manner was p^ful to behold 

In the evening we were treated to an exposition of 
the * e\ddcncc. * The late Herr \*on Schrader i^dewed 
a doren or more instances where the anonvmcms letters 
had referred to affairs known only to Herr ^"on Kotxe 
and one other party either one of their Majesties or some 
high functionary 

“ If that be the case,” whispered the Pnnccss of Mem 
ingen, with whom I was sitting ‘ whj docs not \\Tllhm 
arrest himself or mj sweet sister fn law ? *’ and addre^s- 
mg the Kaiser, she said If knmvledgc of a certain fact 
be an element of Incrimination why are not all who were 
in possession of it prosecuted? If Herr \*on So-and So 
spoke to Lebcrecht about a matter which some time 
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aftenvard, was used by the anonymouSy why must Kotze 
be the guilty one and not the other ? ” 

“ Because,” answ'ered William sarcastically, “ your 
So-and-So left no traces of his felonious doings behind, 
w'hile Herr von Kotze did” And his Majesty, assisted 
by an adjutant, produced two blotting-papers wluch, he 
said, were found on a desk m the Adchgcs Casino imme- 
diately after Kotze had vacated the seat m front of it 
“ Look at these marks,” cried William, m a voice pregnant 
with turgid solemnity , “ the impression of the word 

‘ Loloki ’ m imitated Latin pnnt, the brand w^e all know 
to our sorrow. MTiat does your Royal Highness say 
now ’ ” he concluded, bowmg to his sister 

“ That the news is important, if true,” answered Pnn- 
cess Charlotte flippantly, but she added, as if suddenly 
aware that she had gone too far : “I mean, if it can be 
proved that Kotze used the blotters.” 

“He was not only the last, but the only gentleman 
to sit at the desk on the morning the discovery was 
made ; besides, more blotters, similarly mscnbed, were 
found in Kotze’s private office m the Schloss ” His 
Majesty’s face beamed with self-complacency while he 
made this statement He acted, every mch, the famous 
barrister summmg up an important case 

On the half-dozen pieces of blottmg-paper and the 
hearsay evidence alluded to, the prosecution rested its 
case before the court-martial which presently assembled 
to try Kotze , but even this scanty bit of mcnmmating 
matenal was qmckly reduced by one-half, the most im- 
portant half too : the government’s expert m handwnting 
declared that the supposed impressions were made on 
the blotters with pen and ink, the letters being placed 
upside down, presumably m order to mislead This would 
have been accepted as pnma-facie evidence of a conspiracy 
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to nun the defendant by manufactured evidence in any 
court of law, but the court martial thought otherwise 
It decided to ignore the blotters, and found Kotie guilty 
on the hearsay evidence alone. 

It all happened on July 5 No sooner had the royal 
quick-change artist heard of the probable disposition by 
the mihtaiy court, than he decided that the Prussian 
eagle must soar above the biased judgment of those uni 
formed toadies Hence the impromptu decree of release, 
the royal livery — a tnumphal chanot in this case — and 
the order to his most exalted dvil rqiresentative to fetch 
Kotxe from gaoL The royal house had sinned against 
him — the RRnister of the royal bouse must convey the 
soi’creign’s regrets 

That the Kaiser would not sanction the court-martial’s 
findings so evidently the outcome of parasitism, became 
known at the palace the same evening He had dropped 
Lorabroso and suddenly to talk of the Kang’s most 
sacred pterogabve,” that of administering justice inthout 
need of professional jurists and judges Peter the 
Great left only one advocate at home when he came to 
visit ray ancestor " he declaimed ‘ and this one ho pro- 
mised to hang upon tus return after witnessing Frcdcnck 
William’s absolute methods One cannot do this nowa 
days but I mean to cxcrosc the predous right of rc\xn 
ing unjust sentences whenc\cr interference is thrust upon 
me.’ One of the Kaiser’s adjutants characterised tWs 
<pecch “ as a continuation of one dclii'cnd to her Majest) 
The Kaisenn, he said ‘ came into the study this morning 
to offer some shght objection to the speaal honours designed 
(or KoUc but his Majesty cut her short b> a rhapsod) on 
the blind goddess. Ills present declaration Is for Uic benefit 
of the Schrader Hohenau Katibor cotcnc The Kaiser will 
halt no more of their accusations and in\'entions 
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Indeed not , and notice was served to outsiders as 
well. The Rcichsanzcxgo published a decree, forthwulh 
ordenng a new tnal another branch of the army, “ the 
Third Corps ” The disowned Guards had to declare 
Kotze’s honour intact, wdnle at the same tune the Hano- 
venan Lancers, to w'hicli regiment Baron Schrader be- 
longed, censured the latter for accusing a brother officer 
Now' followed a senes of duels, in which Herr von Kotze 
alternately maimed his tradneem and was maimed him- 
self, culminating m the famous Sclirader-Kotze combat 
that left his Majesty’s informant on the field, a dead 
man 

Dunng all tliat time, and up to this veiy day, the 
Kotzes did not come to Court, though formally invited 
as of old iMadame von Kotze could never get over that 
brutal scene in the bilhard-room — “never, -jamais, and 
if I live a hundred years ” And William’s httle attentions 
— the sending of Easter eggs, of bottles of Stemberger 
Cabinet, of photographs, all duly advertised in the news- 
papers — worked no change in this attitude of proud un- 
approachableness. “ She demands not only pubhc avowal 
of her husband’s innocence on your part, but that the 
real culpnt’s name be divulged, as that seems to be 
the only way of pumshing him 1 ” 

Rejectmg even the possibihty of Countess Brock- 
dorff’s participation in the mtngue, suspicion pomts 
directly to Duke Gunther as the anon-ymous He w'as 
imperial Auguste Victona’s only confide-nt, kept her posted 
about all the Kaiser’s carrymgs-on, and on his part ex- 
amined mto the minutest details of the royal couple’s 
hves m order to trim his sails accordmg to the wmd 

There are hundreds eatmg the Kaiser’s bread, or 
visitmg the palace, who, in their heart of hearts, hold 
my imstress equally guilty with her brother — the late Herr 
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need be, that of his partner or partners No matter 
whom he may mcximmate before the court marbal, no 
one outside the officers acting as judges will be the wiser ” 

At his trial loyal Leberecht did not breathe a word 
of what he knew against Gflnther, denying moreover 
when directly questioned, that he had ever suspected 
the royal black sheep 

And now our modem Vicar of Bray turned “ Papist 
— Jesuit I Changed conditions called for a reiteration 
of the old faith Kotze had been gncvously wronged 
his Majesty had never thought him guilty his accusers 
had been misled or worse still, misleading Down wth 
them, and shame on the biased judges I 

But, at the same time, his Majesty Nvould not let the 
real culpnt escape, Madame la Marquise de ^^llcmonblc 
who claimed to be a great-granddaughter of some Due 
d Orleans and a Mademoiselle Florence, bad been Duke 
Ghnthers amanuensis puttmg the pepper and salt the 
mustard and cress Into the letters She wns forthNvith 
conducted to the fronber by two trusted members of the 
political police and warned never to show her face agam 
m Berlm This piquant httle woman had been dc\*oted 
to the Duke for two years, and bad often helped to enter 
tain his Majesty but now all her protests went for naught 
As to his Highness he was given to understand that he 
would not be tolerated m Berlm or Potsdam for more than 
a week at a time. The Emperor w*ould not allow him to 
open a new establishment in the capital or neighbourhood, 
and threatened to turn him adrift I! be disobcj^cd 

The mystery as to who accused Gilnthcr in letters 
addressed to Countess lloUcnau and the police has re 
mamed as unfathomable as that respecting the fdcntilj 
of the falsifiers of the Lolold blotters. The Hohen- 
loUcms ha\e alwajs been mischief makers pn\'atcl> a' 
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well as politically, and that trick of the anonymous to 
affix the heads of pei-sons to be lampooned to lay-figures 
m disgusting attitudes is but an old idea borrowed from 
the Sans Souci archives, vhich report that Fredenck the 
Great ordered scenes painted from the lascivious volume 
Therese Phlosophc^ the di amahs feisoncc to be likenesses 
of his fnend d’Argens and the latter’s wife, the former 
dancer Cochois To both these persons the cancatures 
imputed the most loathsome, unnatural crimes These 
pictures were smuggled into d’Argens’s bedroom and 
hung upon the walls dunng the couple’s absence The 
same evening, when the unsuspecting philosopher and 
his innocent better-half were prepanng to retire by the 
hght of a wee taper, the King and his fnends suddenly 
rushed in upon them, each armed with a candelabrum, 
thereby hghting up the room to perfection and disclosing 
its strange decorations, which Fredenck insisted had been 
m the place ever since d’Argens’s wedding night, and, 
indeed, formed part and parcel of liis conjugal outfit 

As to the Prussian pohee, anonymous letter-wnting 
and letter-stealing have figured largely in its history. 
Under Fredenck WiUiam IV , it was a toss-up whether 
the President of Pohee, von Hmckeldey, or the Pnme 
Mimster, Baron Manteuffel, was the most expert mail-bag 
nfler and slanderer by means of clandestine correspond- 
ence These two worthies even went so far as to employ 
mouchards to steal letters from the King’s desk and 
pockets One of the documents so secured was a letter 
from Czar Nicholas, wntten in August, 1855, m which he 
said that he would be able to hold Sebastopol if the 
besiegers were not too hard on Fort Malakofi, the city’s 
only weak point 

1 The authorship of this vile book has been imputed alternately to the King 
and to Voltaire 
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A Prussian policeman sold tins mvaluable infonnabon 
to one of Napoleon's agents -withm three days of the 
receipt of the letter wherenpon the French on September 8, 
assailed Malakofi stormed it, and put an end to the war 
of the Crimea 

This cxcorsion mto history, though seemingly far 
fetched mnst not be underestimated, for now that the 
origmator of the ononymoos letter scandal and his acces- 
sories have either been silenced nentrahsed or dispersed 
the histone facts related offer the only load explanation 
for the contmnance of the nuisance. The poisonous rags 
ceased coming for a short span of tune toward the cod of 
1894, but the Kaiser's mtended hohday present to Uncle 
Cblodwig from the Disposition Fund ** roused the cneny- 
mous to renewed activity doxmg the Chnstmas season of 
that year and he has kept it up ever smee. To mention 
a recent date it was that same scribbling 6end uho 
forced Ambassador Herbette to retire from Berlin in 1B96 
by reports of alleged intimate relations between William 
and Madame 1 Ambassadnee. 



CHAPTER XIII 


THE emperor’s RELATIONS WITH HIS MINISTERS — HIS EGO- 
MANIA-PARALLEL BETWEEN WILLIAM II AND LUDWIG 
II OF BWARIA 

William II ’s relations with his Ministers form a curious 
chapter in impenal psychology The majonty have qmtted 
office after a row, hke wronged memals m a badly 
managed household Indeed, the Kaiser looks upon them 
as servants, and not only through his divine-nght spectacles. 
From Chancellor to the last of the Secretaries, he treats 
them as Handlanger ^ 

Almost every day, when the Kaiser is at home, we 
hear this sort of dialogue at table 

Her Majesty to the Emperor “You are gomg to 
Berhn ” (or Potsdam) “ to-morrow ? ” 

His Majesty . “ Exactly so.” {Ironically) “ You saw 
that m the calendar ^ ” 

The Empress “ Yes, but I thought Uncle Chlodwig ” 
(or Herr Miquel) “ was commg with his report ” 

Kaiser : “I ordered him to meet me at Wildpark ” 
(or some Berhn station) “at 7 am, so that he may read 
his paper to me on the tram ” 

And Prmce Hohenlohe is seventy-eight years old, while 
none of his colleagues are below threescore What limit- 
less egotism, what contempt for the feehngs of others, 
such an order mvolves ! In December, 1895, the Kaiser 
invited the Chancellor to come to Potsdam at an un- 

' “ Unskilled help ” In 1897 William designated Bismarck as having been 
bis^grandfather’s Handlanger 
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earthly hour to attend bun on a tnp to Spandau where 
he proposed to exerase some regiments on snow-shoes. 
While breakfasting in his tram his Majesty would be 
pleased to listen to an epitome of the leading questions 
of the day dehvered by hts venerable relative who is old 
enough to be his grandfather 

Madame la Pnneesse is awaiting yonr Majesty in the 
saloon-car *’ reported Count PQckler at that time imperial 
travellmg-marshal, at the entrance of the station 

‘ Princess Hohenlohe ? ’ said the Kaiser hastening his 
step Can my Chancellor be ill ? That would be very 
awkward just now He repeated the first part of the 
question when he shook her Grace's hand half a minute 
later 

* m ? No thank God he is asleep ” repbed Princess 
Mane who had just returned from one of her Russian 
bear-stalking expeditions This resolute lad> (since dead) 
was then sixty-six years of age 

Asleep when his Emperor had commanded him to be 
by his side ? 

“ Tut, tut. Monsieur U neveu I " Her Grace no longer 
smiled ‘ Tou have not forgotten the condltJons imder 
which the Pnnee lent his services I hope ? The first of 
them is that his rank and age be respected The telegram 
calling him — a man of seventy five — to Potsdam at 7 a >t 
in midwmtcr appeared so Uttle in consonance with the 
agreement that I thought it bungled in transmission His 
Majesty mcrelj meant to ask Chlodwig to ha\c the paper 
in Potsdam early m the morning I surmised and so I 
brought it to you It is all right is it not ? 

NVhat could the Kaiser do but put on a good face ? 

“ I am sure m> graaous aimt alwaj's Is, replied he 
though these proceedings are unusual of course and 
discipline j*ou know ** 
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“You are ]oking, WiUiam Such considerations held 
good with Herr von Capnvi They are odious among 
equals Now will you reheve me of this document ^ ” 

“ I am a thousand times obhged, ma tante ” (the Kaiser 
raised his voice for the benefit of his adjutants, who had 
remamed at the door), “ and ” (speaking stiU louder) “ I 
am sorry to hear that Uncle Chlodwig is not well Moltke 
wiH attend you to the palace, and I hope to find you 
there at dmner. Au revoir — ^we have kept the tram wait- 
ing long enough Dona will be charmed to see you ” 

The Empress was mdeed glad, especially when she 
learned that the meeting with “ Wilhe ” had passed off 
so well I have the mmutes of the conversation from 
her Majesty, on whom, by the way, the sarcasm of her 
Grace as well as the forced courtesy that characterised 
the Emperor’s remarks were lost 

The Hohenlohes can do these thmgs, of course, but a 
Miquel, a Schoenstedt, a Thiehnann, a Hammerstein, and 
the rest, have to obey the most outrageous demands unless 
prepared to be bounced hke drunken valets In wmter 
the gentlemen must be at his Majesty’s disposal from 
7AM till 12 nudmght : in summer he often mvites them 
to report as early as half-past five or six o’clock. If the 
command appomts the time of the third cock’s crow, 
the poor Excellency has to get up between four and five 
m the mormng, as he must be m grand costume, gold- 
embroidered coat, hung with orders and decorations, silk 
stockmgs, pumps, kmckerbockers and sword, for it takes 
a good hour to get to Wildpark station. 

This is not a daily exercise, of course, for his Majesty 
likes his sleep as well as any other man , he keeps such 
early hours only after returmng from long journeys, or 
when pleasure and military exercises make excessive de- 
mands upon his time , but even as an exceptional occur- 
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rence it is pretty hard on old gentlemen, used to regular 
hours and overburdened with business 

But if not wanted at 6 or 7 aji , the Crown’s foremost 
councillors are liable to be dragged from their worL, their 
family circle, or their si^a at any other time of the day 
or evening they can never call a single hour their own, 
seemg that William, who regards reports on matteis^of 
the highest poUtical significance as mere eniremds, to 
be hastily swaDowed between courses of pleasure or m 
the intervals of a tattoo, sends for hts digmtanes wherever 
and whenever he finds himseli at leisure or m need of 
some new excitement. The Chief of the Civil Cabinet, 
Herr von Lucanus has told me that fully one-half of all 
mimstenal reports are dehvered on railway trams, or m 
the waiting rooms of stations Part of the other half,” 
he said is heard by his Majesty m he carnage , after 
others he goes himself, making impromptu calls now at 
the War office agam at the Chancdlery or at the itmUtry 
0! the Intenor ” 

Herr von Hahnke has regular days for reporting and 
as he is right hand man m all military matters, the 
Kaiser himself regards the old General s lectures os 
essential, but that notwithstanding his Excelicncj has 
to fight for CNcry thirty minutes of discourse with hb 
Majesty ust as if he laid daun to time not prwousl) 
spoken for If the Kaiser is lra\'elhng and Hahnke Is 
in attendance the latter dcli\cr 3 hb reports at an) oppor 
tune hour , while William is in his tub before he gets 
up m the morning or after he has retired If for some 
reason or other Hahnke is not of the part) he must 
commumcatc with the adjutant du jour da) b) da) as to 
the proper tune to run up to Hubcrtusstock Rominton 
Kiel or other places to perform lus dut) 

Tliose arc tr)nng da)’S for Prussian and German 
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tanes of State, when, as Leberecht Kotze remarked, “ it 
IS most appropnate to wear a grass-green cravat ” The 
palace cronies say * “ A minister who hkes his ]ob will 
keep an ear to the telephone, one eye upon the clock, 
and another upon the time-table,” when his Majesty hunts 
m the immediate neighbourhood of the Neues Palais, for, 
if the weather turns out unexpectedly cold, or if his 
^lajesty has the earache, as is frequently the case m 
vunter, he will abandon the chase, and, nothmg else being 
on hand, devote the tune to work Over the wires fly 
the words “ His Majesty commands Herr Miquel ” (Herr 
von Miquel now), “ Graf von Posadowsky,” “ the Mmister 
of Agnculture,” or “ of Railwa}^,” to be at the Neues 
Palais at a given hour Or a ring at the ’phone, and the 
momentous “ /c/t befehle ” (the courteous phrase with which 
Wflham opens every conversation over the wire) throws 
the state oflices on Wilhehn Strasse and Unter den Linden 
into momentary confusion 

And when their Excellencies, often four or five of 
them, and the secretanes beanng the portfohos, arrive 
at Wildpark, the royal coachman frequently reports that 
his Majesty has meanwhile changed his mmd a second 
time and has taken to the field, expectmg to return m 
two or four or maybe six or eight hours So the busy 
gentlemen trot home again, sometimes to be recalled from 
Berhn shortly afterward In the wmter of 1896 this 
happened twice to Herr von Miquel, busiest of mortals 
But, though mighty uncomfortable, it is not the most 
dreaded experience yet , — the worst infliction is an mvita- 
tion to accompany his Majesty from the theatre, or some 
banquet, after ten or eleven o’clock at mght, and dehver 
a lecture on the tram while he softly snores approval 

On such occasions the Emperor usually wakes up as 
the tram comes to a standstill, and, rubbing his eyes, 
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rence it is pretty hard on old gentleinen, nsed to regular 
hours and overburdened with business 

But if not wanted at 6 or 7 the Crown s foremost 
coundllors are liable to be dragged from their work their 
family orde or their svesia at any other tune of the day 
or evening they can never call a single hour their own 
seeing that WiHiam who regards reports on matteis^of 
the highest political significance as mere entrands, to 
be hastily swallowed between courses of pleasure or in 
the mtervals of a tattoo sends for his digmtanes wherever 
and whenever he finds himsdf at leisure or in need of 
some new exatement. The Chief of the CintI Cabinet, 
Herr von Lucanus has told me that fully one-half of all 
numstenal reports are delivered on railway trams, or in 
the waiting rooms of stabons * Part of the other half 
he said is heard by his Majesty in his carnage , after 
others he goes himself, making impromptu calls now at 
thelVar office agam at the Chancellery, or at the Ministry 
of the Intenor ’ 

Herr von Hahnke has regular days for reporting and 
as he is nght hand man In all military matters the 
Kaiser himself regards the old Generals lectures as 
essential but that notwithstanding his ExccUenc} has 
to fight for every thirty minutes of discourse vith hts 
Majesty, *ust as if he laid claim to time not preinouslj 
spoken /or If the Kaiser is trav*elJing and Hahnke is 
in attendance the latter dcliicra his reports at anj oppor 
tunc hour while William is in his tub, before he gets 
up in the raonung or after he has retired If for some 
reason or other Hahnke is not of the port) he must 
communicate with the adjutant d\i jour daj bj daj as to 
the proper time to run up to Hubertuistock Romlntoo 
Kiel or other pbces to perforin bis dut> 

Those arc t^J^ng daj’s for Prussian and German Secre- 
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tanes of State, when, as Leberecht, Kotze remarked, “it 
IS most appropnate to wear a grass-green cravat.” The 
palace cronies say : “ A minister who likes his ]ob will 
keep an ear to the telephone, one eye upon the clock, 
and another upon the time-table,” when his Majesty hunts 
m the immediate neighbourhood of the Neues Palais, for, 
if the weather turns out unexpectedly cold, or if his 
Majesty has the earache, as is frequently the case m 
VTJiter, he wall abandon the chase, and, nothmg else being 
on hand, devote the time to work Over the wires fly 
the words “ His Majesty commands Herr Miquel ” (Herr 
von Miquel now), “ Graf von Posadowsky,” “ the Minister 
of Agnculture,” or “ of Railwa}^,” to be at the Neues 
Palais at a given hour Or a nng at the ’phone, and the 
momentous “ Ich hefehle ” (the courteous phrase with which 
William opens every conversation over the wire) throws 
the state ofiices on Wilhelm Strasse and Unter den Linden 
into momentary confusion 

And when their Excellencies, often four or five of 
them, and the secretanes beanng the portfohos, arrive 
at Wildpark, the royal coachman frequently reports that 
his Majesty has meanwhile changed his mmd a second 
time and has taken to the field, expectmg to return m 
two or four or maybe six or eight hours So the busy 
gentlemen trot home again, sometimes to be recalled from 
Berlm shortly afterward In the wmter of 1896 this 
happened twice to Herr von Miquel, busiest of mortals 
But, though mighty uncomfortable, it is not the most 
dreaded experience yet , — the worst mfliction is an mvita- 
tion to accompany his Majesty from the theatre or some 
banquet, after ten or eleven o’clock at mght, and dehver 
a lecture on the tram while he softly snores approval 

On such occasions the Emperor usually wakes up as 
the tram comes to a standstill, and, rubbing his eyes. 
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says * I am entirely satisfied with your proposition, go 
ahead and press the matter according to the suggestions 
made or, when rising in bad humour ‘Leave your 
report with my adjutant. He shall go over it nnd submit 
its salient pomts anew Decision will be rendered when I 
come back from Good night. * 

Then he steps ghbly into his carnage and the Minister 
may retire to the waiting room to sit down for two or 
three hours till the night express takes him home. 

Occasionally too the Kaiser mvites himself to snpper 
at one of his Minister’s givmg the victim half an honPs 
time to prepare for his reception and mfonmng him that 
he has commanded * so and so many other gentlemen 
to be present. One of these invitations I espeaally re- 
member It took place on January 23 1892* whfle we 
were aH busy preparmg for the reception of their Majesties 
of Wfirtemberg set for the nc,Tt day On that evening» 
Countess Keller and myself attended our mistress in the 
great dressing room at the Berlm Scbloss trying on a 
ne^v gown for the projected banquet, and I was about 
to withdraw when the Kaiser came in to say that he 
would not be home for supper I have commanded 
Miquel ” (Dr ) * Bender * (Baron) ‘ Manteuffel " (\'on) 

‘ Helldorf and ’ (Graf) Douglas to meet me at ” (GraO 
“ ZedUtz 8 m about thirty minutes ’ he said I want 
to gi\e them ray \ncN\'5 on the opposition to the Voiksschtd 
ges^L and hear what they have to sa> At the same 
time 1 ynW order JliqucI to promise me to remain in 
office His offer of resignation 1 ha\e declined at all 
c\cnts ’ 

Indeed ’ sighed the Empress Her Majesty hated 
Miquel as the most formidable foe of the pious measure 
among office-holder* 

Mlien fifteen minutes bier I drove down the Lmden 
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I found that grand thoroughfare ahvc with people. The 
chasseurs and grooms, nding m all directions to drum 
together his Ma]est37’s evening party from palaces, hotels, 
and apartment-houses, had alarmed the town in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Schloss, and as my coup^ stopped at the 
Bnstol,^ the mob, recognising the royal hvery, burst mto 
cheers, which, however, gave way to “ Ohs ” and “ Pshaws ” 
when my nonentit}^ instead of the monarch’s august 
person, hove mto actual vision In front of Count Zedhtz’s 
palace stood at least a dozen pohcemen, and mounted 
Schutzmanncr were nding up and down the left side of 
the avenue. 

I stepped bnskly mto the hotel, and had no sooner 
reached my fnend’s room, when deafening sounds of 
“ Hochs ” and “ Hurrahs ” called both of us to the window. 

There was his Majesty m a splendid victona, a new 
grey overcoat thrown over his General’s umform, the 
shining helmet adding to his height “ See how he struts 
and bids for adulation He reminds me ” 

I caught my fnend, once a Hofdame to Queen Mane 
of Bavana, by the arm. “ Pst » these hotel walls have 
ears ” 

Next day the Wurtembergers amved Parades, pro- 
cessions, receptions, and m the evening a gala performance 
at the Opera House Dunng the pnncipal mtemussion, 
tea was served to their Majesties and the ladies and gentle- 
men of the Court in the salons adjoimng the royal box. 

“ These festi-vuties, I trust, do not keep you from your 
work, WiUiam ^ ” the King of Wurtemberg was heard to 
say, as he and the Kaiser retired into an alcove to puff 
a cigarette 

“Not at all. I settled beforehand the busmess hable 
to interfere with my enjoyment of your society ” 

^ Next door to the Miiustry of Worship 
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Not the Vothschulgesetz ? ” 

‘ The very same Last night I gave the extreme Chns- 
tians to understand that I shall go with the majority *' 

Bat 2edhtr ? It means his mm ” 

Fiddlesticks 1 '* laughed the Kaiser “ he perishes in 
his King 8 service. Can a Minister die a more beautiful 
death ? ” 

When after the performance he had retired to his 
study to go over despatches a couner from Stuttgart bad 
brought, his Suablan Ma)e3ty »aid to Captam Bieler, his 
adjutant " Every conversation I have with the Kaiser 
heightens my conviction that he is dnftmg toward the 
natural outcome of the exaltation of the almighty ego — 
monomarua of pnde or grandeur Here is this ZcdhU 
on whom he and the Kaisenn ha%e doted so much and 
who drew up the new Volkstchulgadz after his Majestj s 
dictation To-mght my cousm mfonns me that he has 
thrown him overboard disowned him and his bill and 
when I expressed some slight compassion for the poor 
fellow he said in substance ‘ Dulcc d decorum ai fro 
rege mon / ^Vhy Ludwig never went further ' 

I am obhgcd for the report of this con\crsation to 
my friend at the Bristol, who happens to be a near rclatn'C 
of one of the gentlemen m the WOrtembergers suite In 
the utterance nothing surprised me more than the allusjon 
to the suladc of Lake Stamberg and I said so The 
Baroness took me up rather sharpl> I reported the 
King s words ’ u-as her piqued retort, ' and If Ihcj coin 
dde with my oivn \ncw5 so much more credit to woman s 
acumen I ha\e not acted iou§icuzc to honxg \Mlhtlm 
I assure you * 

I perceived the Baroness was angered by thoic doutili 
of mine, bom out of a halfhearted attempt to disbelieve 
what came so near the truth To humour her I avV.etl 
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her about the hapless son of her late mistress At first 
her Ladyship refused on the plea of “ spanng my patnotic 
feelings,” but consented after a while 

“ I was never more struck by the hkeness the Kaiser 
bears to the late Ludwig in manners and attitude,” she 
said, “ than when I saw him ahght from his carnage a few 
evenings ago, and I was going to remark something of 
that sort when 3^ou stopped me the same grandiose 
walk and gesture, the same studied pose of the head, face, 
and eyes, signif5nng deep thought, evidently with the inten- 
tion of impressing the multitude ; the resemblance is as 
extraordinary as it is painful to me ” 

“ Permit me,” I said, “ there is no gainsaying that our 
Kaiser is theatrical, but to hken him to a mamac on that 
account is going too far ” 

“ Pray do not misunderstand me. Countess,” said the 
lady from Munich, “ I do not judge the Emperor by ex- 
tenor signs alone I take the manifestations of his inner 
life, his relations to his mother, to his officials, and to his 
people, his government, his attitude toward and his con- 
tnbutions to art, literature, and what not, into consideration 
as well And judging him from every conceivable stand- 
point, I say and repeat * Wilham II remmds me exceed- 
ingly of his late cousm Ludwig To return to the spectacle 
witnessed from my window, with just such affectation of 
digmty was the Kmg of Havana wont to walk m state 
processions, or on other pubhc occasions, durmg the latter 
half of the seventies, not to speak of the last years of his 
hfe, when his dementia had become acute Then the 
common horde shouted ‘ Ah, every inch a King ! ’ just 
as they do now m Berhn, but those capable of seemg 
below the surface, and professional men generally, shook 
their heads and talked of megalomama ” 

Under stress of these remmiscences I had to confess 
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** Not the V olksschulgaeU ? ** 

* The very same Last mght I gave the extreme Chns- 
tians to understand that I shall go with the ina 3 onty ” 

“ Bnt 2edlitx ? It means his nun ** 

‘ Fiddlesticks 1 *’ laughed the Kaiser he perishes m 
his Kmg’s service Can a Minister die a more beautiful 
death ? ’ 

When, after the performance, he had retired to his 
study to go over despatches a courier from Stuttgart had 
brought his Suabian Majesty said to Captam Bieler his 
adjutant “ Every conversabon I have with the Kaiser 
heightens my conviction that he is drifting toward the 
natural outcome of the exaltation of the almighty ego- 
monomania of pnde or grandeur Here is this 2cdhti 
on whom he and the Kaisenn ha\*e doted so much and 
who drew up the new Vdksschulgcseix after his ilajcstj s 
dictation To-night my coosm Informs me that he has 
thrown him o%erboard disoivned him and his biU and 
when I expressed some slight compassion for the poor 
fellow he ‘^d m substance Didu ei decorum ai pro 
rege mon I ^Vhy Ludwig ne\*er went further ’* 

I am obliged for the report of this conversation to 
my fnend at the Bristol ^^ho happens to be a near relative 
of one of the gentlemen in the WQrtembcrgcrs suite In 
the utterance nothing surprised me more than the olioston 
to the suiadc of Lake Stamberg and I said so The 
Baroness took me up rather sharplj ‘ I reported t(ie 
Kings words’ was her piqued retort and if Uiej com 
ade with m> own n^cws so much more credit to womans 
acumen I liaix not acted souffteitse to h6nig Vilhelm 
I assure > ou> 

I perceived the Baroness was angered bj tho^ doubts 
of mine, bom out of a halfhearted attempt to dhbeho'C 
what carac so near the truth To humour her I a'ked 
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her about the hapless son of her late mistress At first 
her Ladyship refused on the plea of “ spanng my patnotic 
feelings,” but consented after a while 

“ I was never more struck by the hkeness the Kaiser 
bears to the late Ludwig in manners and attitude,” she 
said, “ than when I saw him ahght from his carnage a few 
evenings ago, and I was going to remark something of 
that sort when you stopped me the same grandiose 
walk and gesture, the same studied pose of the head, face, 
and eyes, sigmfymg deep thought, evidently with the inten- 
tion of impressing the multitude ; the resemblance is as 
extraordinary as it is pamful to me ” 

“ Permit me,” I said, “ there is no gamsa5ung that our 
Kaiser is theatncal, but to hken him to a mamac on that 
account is going too far ” 

Pray do not misunderstand me. Countess,” said the 
lady from Munich, “ I do not judge the Emperor by ex- 
tenor signs alone I take the mamfestations of his inner 
life, his relations to his mother, to his of&ciak, and to his 
people, his government, his attitude toward and his con- 
tnbutions to art, hterature, and what not, mto consideration 
as well And judging him from every conceivable stand- 
pomt, I say and repeat Wilham II remmds me exceed- 
ingly of his late cousm Ludwig To return to the spectacle 
witnessed from my wmdow, with just such affectation of 
digmty was the Kmg of Bavana wont to walk m state 
processions, or on other pubhc occasions, durmg the latter 
half of the seventies, not to speak of the last years of his 
hfe, when his dementia had become acute Then the 
common horde shouted ‘ Ah, every mch a King ! ’ just 
as they do now in Berhn, but those capable of seemg 
below the surface, and professional men generally, shook 
their heads and talked of megalomama ” 

Under stress of these remimscences I had to confess 
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* Not the VolksichulgeseL ? ” 

‘ The very same Last night I gave the extreme Chris- 
tians to understand that I shall go with the ma]onty ’ 

‘ But Zedlitr ? It means his rum ** 

** Fiddlesticks I ” laughed the Kaiser “ he perishes m 
his King 5 service Can a Minister die a more beautiful 
death ? 

"When after the performance he had retired to his 
study to go over despatches a courier from Stuttgart had 
brought his Suabian Majesty said to Captam Bieler his 
adjutant Every conversation I have with the Kaiser 
heightens my conviction that he is drifting toward the 
natural outcome of the exaltation of the almighty ego— 
monomania of pnde or grandenr Here is this Zedhtz 
on whom he and the Kaisenn have doted so much, and 
who drew up the new Volksschulgaeix after his Majesty*5 
dictation To-mght my cousm informs me that he has 
thrown him o\erboard disovmed him and his bill and 
when I expressed some slight compassion for the poor 
fellow he said m substance Dulu d decorum at fro 
rege mon f Why Ludwig ne\er %sent further ** 

I am obhgcd for the report of this con\’ersation to 
my fnend at the Bristol who happens to be a near rclati\*e 
of one of the gentlemen in the WCirtembcrgcrs’ suite. In 
the utterance nothing surprised me more than the allusion 
to the suiade of Lake Stamberg and I said so The 
Baroness took me up rather sharplj I reported the 
Kings words” vras her piqued retort, ‘ and if the> com 
dde with my own views so much more credit to woman s 
acumen I lia\*c not acted souffleuse to homg \Mlhelm 
I assure you 

I perceived tlic Baroness was angered b> tho^^e doubts 
of mmc bom out of a Iialf hearted attempt to dubebcvc 
what came so near the Imtli To humour her I a'l^ed 
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her about the hapless son of her late mistress At first 
her Ladyship refused on the plea of “ spanng my patnotic 
feelmgs,” but consented after a while 

“ I was never more struck by the hkeness the Kaiser 
bears to the late Ludwig in manners and attitude,” she 
said, “ than when I saw him alight from his carnage a few 
evemngs ago, and I was gomg to remark something of 
that sort when you stopped me the same grandiose 
walk and gesture, the same studied pose of the head, face, 
and eyes, sigmf5ung deep thought, evidently with the mten- 
tion of impressing the multitude ; the resemblance is as 
extraordinary as it is pamful to me ” 

“ Permit me,” I said, “ there is no gainsaying that our 
Kaiser is theatncal, but to hken him to a mamac on that 
account is gomg too far ” 

“ Pray do not misunderstand me. Countess,” said the 
lady from Munich, “ I do not judge the Emperor by ex- 
tenor signs alone I take the mamfestations of his inner 
life, his relations to his mother, to his ofiiaals, and to his 
people, his government, his attitude toward and his con- 
tnbutions to art, hterature, and what not, mto consideration 
as well And judgmg him from every conceivable stand- 
pomt, I say and repeat • Wilham II remmds me exceed- 
ingly of his late cousm Ludwig To return to the spectacle 
witnessed from my window, with just such affectation of 
digmty was the Kmg of Bavana wont to walk m state 
processions, or on other pubhc occasions, durmg the latter 
half of the seventies, not to speak of the last years of his 
hfe, when his dementia had become acute Then the 
common horde shouted ‘ Ah, every inch a King ! ’ just 
as they do now m Berhn, but those capable of seemg 
below the surface, and professional men generally, shook 
their heads and talked of megalomama ” 

Under stress of these remimscences I had to confess 
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' Not the Volksschulgeseiz ? ** 

“ The veiy same Last mght I gave the eartreme Chris- 
tians to understand that I shall go with the majonty 
“ But Zedhtz ? It means his nun ** 

‘ Fiddlesticks I ’’ laughed the Kaiser “ he penshes In 
his King’s service. Can a Minister die a more beautiful 
death ? * 

When after the performance, he had retired to his 
study to go over despatches a courier from Stuttgart had 
brought, his Suabian Majesty said to Captam Blcler his 
adjutant “Every conversation I have with the Kaiser 
heightens my conviction that he is drifting toward the 
natural outcome of the exaltation of the almighty ego- 
monomania of pnde or grandeur Here is this Zcdhti 
on whom he and the Koiserm have doted so much and 
who drew up the new Vclksuhulgcseiz after his Majesty s 
dictation Tonight my coosm informs me that he has 
thrown him overboard, disowned him and his biU and 
when I expressed some shght compassion for the poor 
fellow he said m substance * DuJee ei decorum esi fro 
regc mon / \Vhy Ludwig never went further * 

I am obliged for the report oi this con\*crsation to 
my fnend at the Bristol, who happens to be a near rclaUv'C 
of one of the gentlemen m the Wflrtembergcrs suite In 
the utterance nothing surprised me more than the allusion 
to the suicide of Lake Starnberg and I said so The 
Baroness took me up rather sharplj I reported tlie 
King s words was her piqued retort and if the} coin 
dde with mj own views so much more credit to woman * 
acumcm I have not acted souffleuse to hcmg Withclm 
I assure you 

I perceived tlic Baroness vns angered by tho^ doubti 
of mine bom out of a halfhearted attempt to disbehrve 
what came so near the truth To humour her I a'Icd 
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her about the hapless son of her late mistress At first 
her Lad5^hip refused on the plea of “ spanng my patnotic 
feehngs,” but consented after a while 

“ I was never more struck by the likeness the Kaiser 
bears to the late Ludwig in manners and attitude,” she 
said, “ than when I saw him ahght from his carnage a few 
evemngs ago, and I was going to remark something of 
that sort when you stopped me the same grandiose 
walk and gesture, the same studied pose of the head, face, 
and eyes, sigmfymg deep thought, evidently with the mten- 
tion of impressing the multitude ; the resemblance is as 
extraordinary as it is pamful to me ” 

“ Pemut me,” I said, “ there is no gainsa5nng that our 
Kaiser is theatncal, but to hken him to a maniac on that 
account is going too far ” 

“ Pray do not misimderstand me. Countess,” said the 
lady from Mumch, “ I do not ]udge the Emperor by ex- 
tenor signs alone I take the mamfestations of his inner 
life, his relations to his mother, to his officials, and to his 
people, his government, his attitude toward and his con- 
tnbutions to art, hterature, and what not, into consideration 
as well And ]udgmg him from every conceivable stand- 
pomt, I say and repeat * Wilham II remmds me exceed- 
mgly of his late cousm Ludwig To return to the spectacle 
witnessed from my wmdow, with ]ust such affectation of 
digmty was the Kmg of Bavana wont to walk m state 
processions, or on other pubhc occasions, durmg the latter 
half of the seventies, not to speak of the last years of his 
hfe, when his dementia had become acute Then the 
common horde shouted ‘ Ah, every mch a King ! ’ ]ust 
as they do now m Berhn, but those capable of seemg 
below the surface, and professional men generally, shook 
their heads and talked of megalomania ” 

Under stress of these reminiscences I had to confess 
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“ Not the Volksschulgeseiz ? ’* 

‘ The very same Last mght I gave the extreme Chris- 
tians to imderstand that I shall go with the majority *’ 

'* But Zedhtz ? It means his rum ” 

'* Fiddlesticks 1 ” laughed the Kaiser “ he perishes in 
his Kmg's service. Can a Minister die a more beautiful 
death ? ’ 

"When, after the performance, he had retired to hi5 
study to go o\"cr despatches a courier from Stuttgart had 
brought his Suahian Majesty said to Captam Bieler hi5 
adjutant “ Every conversation I have with the Kaiser 
heightens my conviction that he is drliting toward the 
natural outcome of the exaltation of the almightj ego — 
monomania of pnde or grandeur Here is this Zcdhti 
on whom he and the Kaiscnn have doted so much and 
who drew up the new VolktschuJgeutx after his >[ajest> 5 
dictation To-night my cousm mforms me that he has 
thrown him overboard disowned him and his biD and 
when I expressed some slight compassion for the poor 
fellow he said in substance ‘ Ditlu et decorum at pro 
rege man ! * ^Vhy Ludwig never went further ' 

1 am obliged for the report of this con%xrsat:on to 
my friend at the Bristol who happens to be a near relative 
of one of the gentlemen m the WQrtcmbcrgcrs' suite In 
the utterance nothing surprised me more than the allusion 
to the suiade of Lake Stamberg and I said so The 
Baroness took me up rather sharplj ‘ I reported the 
King’s words * was her piqued retort ' and if the) com 
dde \vith my own \nc\i5 so much more credit to woman < 
acumen I ha\*c not acted iou^eun to Ktfntg Winirlm 
I assure you * 

I perceived tlie Baroness was angered b> these douJiti 
of mine bom out of a lialf hearted attempt to diibehcic 
what came so near llie truth To liumour her 1 a'led 
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her about the hapless son of her late mistress At first 
her Ladyship refused on the plea of “ sparing my patnotic 
feelings,” but consented after a while 

“ I was never more struck by the likeness the Kaiser 
bears to the late Ludwig in manners and attitude,” she 
said, “ than when I saw him ahght from his carnage a few 
evenmgs ago, and I was going to remark something of 
that sort when you stopped me the same grandiose 
walk and gesture, the same studied pose of the head, face, 
and eyes, signif5ang deep thought, evidently with the mten- 
tion of impressing the multitude ; the resemblance is as 
extraordinary as it is pamful to me ” 

“ Permit me,” I said, “ there is no gainsaying that our 
Kaiser is theatncal, but to hken him to a mamac on that 
account is going too far ” 

“ Pray do not misunderstand me, Countess,” said the 
lady from Munich, “ I do not judge the Emperor by ex- 
tenor signs alone I take the mamfestations of his inner 
life, his relations to his mother, to his officials, and to his 
people, his government, his attitude toward and his con- 
tnbutions to art, hterature, and what not, mto consideration 
as well. And judgmg him from every conceivable stand- 
pomt, I say and repeat : Wfiham II remmds me exceed- 
ingly of his late cousm Ludwig To return to the spectacle 
witnessed from my window, with just such affectation of 
digmty was the Kmg of Bavana wont to walk m state 
processions, or on other pubhc occasions, durmg the latter 
half of the seventies, not to speak of the last years of his 
hfe, when his dementia had become acute Then the 
common horde shouted . ‘ Ah, every mch a King ! ’ just 
as they do now m Berhn, but those capable of seemg 
below the surface, and professional men generally, shook 
their heads and talked of megalomama ” 

Under stress of these remimscences I had to confess 
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“ Not the Volksschuigesds?" 

* The very same Last night I gave the extreme Chns* 
tians to understand that I shall go with the majority *’ 

Bat 2edht2 ? It means his nim ’ 

“ Fiddlesbchs 1 ’* laughed the Kaiser ‘ he perishes m 
his ICmg^s service Can a Minister die a more bcautifal 
death ? 

When after the performance he had retired to his 
study to go over despatches a Conner from Stuttgart had 
brought his Suabian Majesty said to Captam Bieler his 
adjutant ‘ Every conversation I have with the Kaiser 
heightens my conviction that he is dnfting toward the 
natural outcome of the exaltatiou of the almighty ego— 
monomania of pnde or grandeur Here is this Zedliti 
on whom he and the Kaiserin ha\*e doted so much and 
who drew up the new Volkstchulgesdx after hU Majesty s 
dictation To-night my cousm infonns me that he has 
thrown him o\*erboard disowned him and his biD and 
when I expressed some slight compassion for the poor 
fellow he said m substance Dulu d decorum ai pro 
rege mon / ^Vhy Ludwig never went further * 

I am obhged for the report of this com’crsation to 
my fnend at the Bristol who happens to be a near relative 
of one of the gentlemen in the Wflrtcrabcrgers* suite In 
the utterance nothing surprised me more than the allusion 
to the suiade of Lake Stamberg and I said so The 
Baroness took me up rather sbarplj ** I reported the 
King’s words * was her piqued retort and if thc> coin 
ode wth my onm viw's so much more credit to Nvoman s 
acumem I ha\*e not acted sou/^eusc to homg \S'iIhchn 
I assure you 

I perceived Uic Baroness was angered b> tho^ doul>ts 
of mine bom out of a lialf hearted attempt to dubeJies'e 
what came so near the truth To humour lier I a't-C'I 
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her about the hapless son of her late mistress At first 
her Ladyship refused on the plea of “ spanng my patnotic 
feehngs,” but consented after a while 

“ I was never more struck by the likeness the Kaiser 
bears to the late Ludwig in manners and attitude,” she 
said, “ than when I saw him ahght from his carnage a few 
evemngs ago, and I was going to remark something of 
that sort when you stopped me • the same grandiose 
walk and gesture, the same studied pose of the head, face, 
and eyes, sigmfymg deep thought, evidently with the inten- 
tion of impressing the multitude ; the resemblance is as 
extraordinary as it is painful to me ” 

“ Permit me,” I said, “ there is no gainsaying that our 
Kaiser is theatncal, but to hken him to a maniac on that 
account is going too far ” 

Pray do not misunderstand me. Countess,” said the 
lady from Mumch, “ I do not judge the Emperor by ex- 
tenor signs alone I take the manifestations of his inner 
hfe, his relations to his mother, to his offiaals, and to his 
people, his government, his attitude toward and his con- 
tnbutions to art, hterature, and what not, mto consideration 
as well. And judging him from every conceivable stand- 
pomt, I say and repeat : WiUiam II reminds me exceed- 
mgly of his late cousm Ludwig To return to the spectacle 
witnessed from my wmdow, with just such affectation of 
digmty was the Kmg of Bavana wont to walk m state 
processions, or on other pubhc occasions, dunng the latter 
half of the seventies, not to speak of the last years of his 
hfe, when his dementia had become acute Then the 
common horde shouted ‘ Ah, every mch a Kmg ! ’ just 
as they do now in Berhn, but those capable of seeing 
below the surface, and professional men generally, shook 
their heads and talked of megalomania ” 

Under stress of these reminiscences I had to confess 
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‘ Not the V dktschulgeieiz ? ** 

" The very same I^t mght I gave the extreme Chris- 
tiana to understand that I shall go with the majontv ’ 

But Zedliti ? It means his nun 

‘ FiddlesUcts I * laughed the Kaiser “ he perishes in 
his King’s service Can a Minister die a more beautiful 
death ? 

When after the performance, he had retired to his 
study to go over despatches a Conner from Stuttgart had 
brought, his Suabian Sfajcsty said to Captam Bieler his 
adjutant ‘Every conversation I have with the Kaiser 
heightens my conviction that he is dnfting toward the 
natural outcome of the exaltation of the almighty ego— 
monomama of pnde or grandeur Here is this Zcdhti 
on whom he and the Kaisetin ha\’e doted so much and 
who drew up the new VoIAsscAulgesef^ after bis ifajcsty’s 
dictation To-mght my cousm informs me that he has 
thrown him o\'erboard, disowned him and his bill and 
when I expressed some shght compassion for the poor 
fellow he said m substance * Vulu ci deccrum eU pro 
rege mon ! Why Ludwig never went further *’ 

I am obhged for the report of this com'crsation to 
my fnend at the Bristol who happens to be a near rclaU« 
of one of the gentlemen m the WQrtcrabcrgcrs’ suite. In 
the utterance nothing surprised me more than the allusion 
to the suicide of Lake Stamberg and I said so The 
Baroness took me up rather sharplj “ I reported the 
King’s words ’ was her piqued retort * and if thej com 
ade with m> own \ncw5 so much more credit to woman * 
acumen, I ha\’c not acted sQuffleuse to Komg \MIheIm 
I assure you ’ 

I pcrcei\ed the Baroness was angered b> thcnc doubt* 
of mine bom out of a half-hearted attempt to tlislKhevc 
what came so near tlic (ruth To humour her I 
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jjej. about the hapless son of her late mistress At first 
liej Ladyship refused on the plea of “ spanng my patnotic 
feejings,” but consented after a while 

“ I was never more struck by the likeness the Kaiser 
Ije^rs to the late Ludwig in manners and attitude,” she 
sai4> than when I saw him ahght from his carnage a few 
ey^nmgs ago, and I was going to remark something of 
tli^t sort when you stopped me • the same grandiose 
y^g|lk and gesture, the same studied pose of the head, face, 
anj^ eyes, sigmf 5 n[ng deep thought, evidently with the mten- 
■tion of impressing the multitude ; the resemblance is as 
extraordinary as it is pamful to me ” 

“ Permit me,” I said, “ there is no gamsajnng that our 
j^^iser IS theatncal, but to hken him to a mamac on that 
ac|:ount IS going too far ” 

I “ Pray do not misunderstand me. Countess,” said the 
la(^y Munich, “ I do not judge the Emperor by ex- 
terior signs alone I take the mamfestations of his inner 
jif^, his relations to his mother, to his of&cials, and to his 
pgople, his government, his attitude toward and his con- 
tributions to art, hterature, and what not, mto consideration 
a^l well. And judging him from every conceivable stand- 
p^mt, I say and repeat ; Wfiham II remmds me exceed- 
injgly of his late cousm Ludwig To return to the spectacle 
yrftnessed from my wmdow, with just such affectation of 
^gmty was the Kmg of Bavana wont to walk m state 
pjocessions, or on other pubhc occasions, during the latter 
jjJdf of the seventies, not to speak of the last years of his 
life, when his dementia had become acute Then the 
cjjmmon horde shouted ‘ Ah, every mch a King ! ’ just 
gtf they do now m Berhn, but those capable of seemg 
jjp.ow the surface, and professional men generally, shook 
•jpeir heads and talked of megalomania ” 

Under stress of these remimscences I had to confess 
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lug ofi into a rambling account of some every-day hxmting 
experience, bnt a repetition in another form of Lndvng’s 
practice to break the monotony of ifinister von Lutis 
reports by declaiming a hundred verees or so from one of 
Schiller^B dramas ? And the Kaiser s hankering for abso- 
lutism, his assumption of omnipotence when as head of 
the Empire he is really the most restricted of monarchs — no 
sovereign at all m the extreme sense of the word — bears 
not this impotent bragging an ominous resemblance to 
Ludwig 3 haHuanation of being a mighty potentate, auto- 
crat of a hundred miTUons of slai'es ? 

Professor Quidde of Munich, sold m June, 1894 one 
hundred and hfty thousand copies of his pamphlet 
* Caligula a Study of the Lisanity of Cesarean Power* 
which suggested a paraflel betireen the conduct of 
Tibenus s successor and the German Emperor of to^lay 
Many of the examples given m the brochure were striking 
with true native profundity Herr Qmdde even unearthed 
instances in Roman Wstory that might paK as counter 
parts of the dismissal of Bismarck and of the squandering 
of the old Emperor s fortune by William II but, though 
Caligula is dead these eighteen hundred j'cars and despite 
the fact that the majority of Qulddes analogies were 
rather far fetched the Germans pro\‘cd so intent upon the 
promised explanation of their Kaisers ccccntnaties tliat 
they allowed the publishers to pick up a fortune in an 
mcrcdibly short space of time — se\tnty five thousand marks 
for Roman history (brought up-to-date) \rithin four werk^ f 
Mommsens and Trcischkc^ books do not y-ield half so 
much in a decade All told half a million copies of th^ 
pamphlet were purchased in other words c%'cry Intelligent 
atizen of tlie Fathcrhnd cither bouplil or Ixjircrwrd it 
and all read it I Is it possible to conc«%e a more telling 
proof of the nation s distrust of William s sanity ^ An/I 
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if the great mass of the people is moved to suspect that his 
much-fawned-upon Gemalitat is a disease of the nerves, 
how much more so are we members of the Court holdmg 
daily intercourse with his Majesty, we who are mtimately 
acquainted with his own and his family history and gorged 
with the gossip of aU royal establishments of Europe, past 
and present ^ 

The readmg pubhc sees from tune to time paragraphs 
m the papers setting forth the Kaiser’s aspirations to 
emulate Frederick the Great Though anachromstic, there 
IS nothmg discreditable m such an ambition , yet members 
of the household, who, hke m5^elf, see Wilham grimacing 
for half-hours at a time before a mirror hanging by the 
side of a hfe-size portrait of Fredenck, cannot help feehng 
deeply apprehensive that behmd all this there is more 
than vamglonousness 

At the breakfast given m honour of Prmce Augustus 
of Saxony, in October, 1895, the Kaiser suipnsed his guest 
by an mvitation to accompany him to Potsdam, where he 
would show him a portrait of Fredenck that resembled 
him, the speaker, m every hne His Royal Highness is 
a pohte man, and, after beholding Pesne’s histone canvas, 
representing the King in his thirtieth year (about 1743), 
with round cheeks, luxunous brown hair done up m a 
queue, and his breast encased m a silver cuirass, he told 
the Emperor many comphmentary thmgs, but from his 
manner it was evident that he was as httle impressed with 
the alleged hkeness as the rest of the company. And small 
wonder there is no resemblance whatever between “ the 
last of the Kmgs who fimshed ofi for ever the trade of 
King and the most pretentious of his epigom As to 
his Majesty’s particular claim, that he has “ the eyes of 
the victor of Rossbach,” one need but quote Mirabeau 
in refutation In his Histoire secrete de la cour de Berlin^ 

Q 
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the shrewd French observer says * Those orbs’ (of 
Fredenck) fascinated one with seduction or with terror 
at the bidding of his great soul ” That there exists a 
resemblance between William’s boyish features and those 
of Fredenck ro another painting by Pesne, * Frtcdnch 
utid Wilhelmtiut * ^ as the Kaiser pretends is equally 
absurd 

As a matter or lact, the monarch of the end of the 
eighteenth century and his successor of the end of the 
nmeteeoth have as. little m common, outwardly and in* 
wardly, as the second Ludwig of Bavana and the four 
teenth Loins of France had and that WiHiam, ocular 
disproof notwithstanding insists upon imagining himself 
Fredenck’s counterpart is but a phase of his monomania 
of grandeur equivalent to a hallucmation of which his 
late consm was possessed 

In like manner William’s Fredenck worship began b> 
easy stages That as a boy passionately fond of the 
army he should admire a relative who was one of the 
greatest generals the world produced is onl\ natural 
That, grown to mans estate he led every public effort 
to honour Thomas Carlyle, the architect of his ancestors 
fame m the English-speaking world is commendable. But 
lo I he clambers on to the high horse himself which yester 
day no one could ndc but the man who single-handed 
whipped the whole of united Europe I The admirer has 
gtxnvn mto an imitator the copj-ist will be n nval soon 

I am a composer like Frederick- ’ ** Like the great 
King inevertvear anjlhing but uniform' * M> hatred 
of England is only equalled b> the contempt Frederick the 
Great bore to the nation of thieves and traihekers Ac. 

* The oeljiniJ lo ihe r^utr of It kj ♦ I 

ft! the of (nr Irttirc • t wmtVir,. i the u f* c/ fu m »r 
the Stuftinac ©f lUlrrB*S, tneMH I7 • S!<»>r 



WILLIAM II AND HIS CONSORT 


243 


The attempts to estabhsli a facial resemblance to 
Fredenck, as weU as the oft-claimed mteUectual one, have 
been gomg on for three years, and of late, spurious pictures 
supporting this theory are coming to hght with alarming 
frequency , almost every one of the small Court balls are 
costume-festivals nowadays at which the Emperor appears 
in the military dress of Frederick’s period, generally as 
the late Kmg’s aide-de-camp ; Frederick’s marches are 
played m the Schloss and palace on all occasions, appro- 
pnate or not, and as a ^vlnd-up the Kaiser usually turns 
Ka'pellmeister to demonstrate to the professional leader 
“ the spirit m which the composition was conceived,” and 
“ how Frederick the Great would have it executed if he 
were here ” And last, but not least, his Majesty has revived 
and enforces with unwonted energy m such matters the 
Cabinet order of 1888, commanding visitors at Court to 
appear in the “ Rococo costume ^ Fredenck loved so well,” 
while at the same time the umforms of the palace guards 
are gradually changed to resemble those en regie in the 
latter half of the past century Now and agam Wilham 
informs his titled household that he has been “ graciously 
pleased to grant ” this or that regiment or battahon (it 
IS always one with which he comes into much personal 
contact) “ grenadier caps a la Fredenck,” “ kettle-drums 
a la Fredenck,” or “ bugles a la Fredenck ” 

“ Fredenck held that only the nobihty is capable of 
personal honour ” — this is Wilham’s excuse for calling 
“wws” and Barons and Grafen “the flower of the 
nation ” 

When, m the beginning of October, 1897, Prmce 
Hohenlohe, by threat of resignation, prevented the Kaiser 


^ When first issued, this order called forth so much protest and ridicule 
that the Kaiser, far force, allowed it to become a dead letter for the next 
eight years 
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the shrewd French observer says ‘ Those orbs * (of 
Frederick) “ fascinated one with seduction or with terror 
at the bidding of his great souh * That there exists a 
resemblance between William’s boyish features and those 
of Frederick m another pamtiog by Pesne, '*Fnednch 
und Wtlhdmina * ^ as the Kaiser pretends, is equally 
absurd 

As a matter oi fact, the monarch of the end of the 
eighteenth century and his successor of the end of the 
nmeteenth have as little in common outwardly and in- 
wardly, as the second Lndwig of Bavaria and the four 
teenth Louis of France had and that William, oculir 
disproof notwithstanding insists upon imagining himself 
Frederick’s counterpart is but a phase of his monomania 
of grandeur eqiuvalent to a hallucination of which bis 
late coosm was possessed 

In like manner William’s Fredenck worship began by 
easy stages That, as a boy passionately fond of tlie 
army he should admire a rcbtive who was one of the 
greatest generals the world produced, is onlv natural 
That grown to man’s estate he led every public effort 
to honour Thomas Carlyle, the architect of his ancestor i 
fame in the English-speaking world Is commendable. But 
lo I he clambers on to the high horse himself which j'tster 
day no one could nde but the roan who single-handed 
whipped the whole oi united Europe I The admirer has 
grown into an imitator the cop3rist will be a nval soon 
' I am a composer like Fredenck ” * Like the great 
King I ne^c^ wear anjlhmg but uniform’ ’ M> liatied 
of England is only equalled by the contempt Fredenck the 
Great bore to the nation of thieves and trafficken ’ Ac. 

* Tbe ori-tail in cx«If ofOiMMlrtilxifC ft 

»1 ll« of tw t«iiac • drota, inj *1 M of H w r* 

llte XUrjTiTiM of JUlmttlw •nrrdnj \y « Me < 
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was found to be deficient in judgment, a spendthrift, 
curious for knowledge and hard-hearted withal , that is, 
he possessed smgulanties so prominent in the Kaiser that 
their summary stakes one, nolens volens, as an estimate 
of WiUiam’s character 

Examples of the Kaiser’s megalomama are numerous 
throughout the pages of this volume, and the present 
chapter has furnished some mterestmg analogies between 
certain acts of vohtion on the part of both royal cousms, 
but nothing short of a methodical comparison of their 
hves and deeds as kmgs and men wiU explain the Kaiser’s 
case This I wiU endeavour to give on the basis of my 
own observations regardmg Wilham’s sa3nngs, his actions 
and vagaries, placed m juxtaposition with an account of 
Ludwig’s character and his hfe and death furmshed by 
the Mumch Hof dame 

To begm with the S5miptoms of monomama of grandeur 
Ludwig’s borrowed V^tat c’est moi theories were no more 
absurd than are WiUiam’s attempts at out-Muscovitmg 
autocracy and playmg the Jack-of-all-trades 

I remember his Majesty commg down to “ second 
breakfast ” one afternoon — ^it was either the 27th or 28th 
of October, 1894 — while the question of who would accept 
the Chancellorship after Capnvi’s dismissal was stiU pend- 
mg and the whole country was tom up by doubts and 
misgivmgs “ There is a pretty state of thmgs,” he cned, 
and all of us expected to hear it announced that Uncle 
Chlodwig had finally refused — “ here is a pretty kettle of 

fish ’ This city of ” (naming some small Rhemsh town) 

“ petitLomng to build sewers and proposmg to empty, accord- 
mg to plans submitted, the refuse mto the nver just above 
the chief bathing establishment Of course, nobody m the 
Home Office saw the terrible mistake, and it took me four 
hours to correct the drawings and suggest a better plan ” 
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from ofienng armed assistance to the Queen of Spam (to 
counteract the possible mtervention in Cuban affairs hy 
the United States) his Majesty talked for three daj’S m 
cessantly of ‘ Fredenck, -who was his own chancellor and 
parliament—of the hving, puissant HohentoBem imtiativc 
always setting the dogs of war loose before his enemies had 
time to get over their surprise 

‘ But Fredenck is not dead he hves here * (stnldng 
his breast) ‘ and his mailed fist will clutch somcbodj s 
throat sooner or later ’ and so on ad xnfimium 

Perhaps it will But when it does a paranota * \'crdict 
such as that which discrowned your Majesty s grand uncle 
in October 1857 and your cousin m June 1886 ivill 
assuredly stalk in the wake of that act 

The present chromcler has neither the technical know 
ledge nor the material at hand to attempt a complete 
parcel of the cases of Frederick WTDiain Ludvig and 
Wilham That a marked sumlanty existed bchvecn the 
mental conditions of Queen Louise's son and tfie Bai'anan 
grandson of Wilham of Prussia is notorious and tliat 
many of Ludwig s idiosyncrasies sutMic in Wilham 11 vsas 
already showm but I should be the first person to credit 
these signs of derangement to tlie account of mere ccccn 
tnaty if they were exceptional manifestations instead of 
links m a cham that <cems to drag the Kaiser irresistibly 
to his doom 

Alas I that there is such a chain and t\\ice alas that 
it should be the one tliat drew Ludwig below the weed^ of 
the mountain lake \ 

The King of Bai'ana's case vras diagno<ied as c^caltation 
of <eU-estecm and of cranng for grandeur coupled with 
limitless egotism and haghlcned by impubU-cne^s 

» IWrtnoli, Ccflfjuoo rf Ok ->l ttdr*! t cLm 

lo*j3 1 rtJrfiil, W tllUn tV * 1 1 
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was found to be deficient in judgment, a spend thnft, 
cunous for knowledge and hard-hearted withal ; that is, 
he possessed smgulanties so promment in the Kaiser that 
their summary stnkes one, nolens volens, as an estimate 
of Wilham’s character 

Examples of the Kaiser’s megalomania are numerous 
throughout the pages of this volume, and the present 
chapter has furnished some mterestmg analogies between 
certam acts of vohtion on the part of both royal cousms, 
but nothing short of a methodical companson of their 
hves and deeds as kings and men wiU explam the Kaiser’s 
case This I will endeavour to give on the basis of my 
own observations regardmg WiUiam’s saymgs, his actions 
and vaganes, placed m juxtaposition with an account of 
Ludwig’s character and his hfe and death furnished by 
the Mumch Hofdame 

To begm with the S5miptoms of monomama of grandeur 
Ludwig’s borrowed Vetat dest moi theories were no more 
absurd than are Wilham’s attempts at out-Muscoviting 
autocracy and playmg the Jack-of-aU-trades 

I remember his Majesty coming down to “ second 
breakfast ” one afternoon — it was either the 27th or 28th 
of October, 1894 — while the question of who would accept 
the Chancdlorship after Capnvi’s dismissal was stiU pend- 
ing and the whole country was tom up by doubts and 
misgivings “ There is a pretty state of thmgs,” he cned, 
and all of us expected to hear it announced that Uncle 
Chlodwig had finally refused — “ here is a pretty kettle of 

fish ! This city of ” (naming some small Rhemsh town) 

“ petitiomng to bmld sewers and proposing to.empty, accord- 
mg to plans submitted, the refuse mto the nver just above 
the chief bathing estabhshment Of course, nobody m the 
Home Office saw the temble mistake, and it took me four 
hours to correct the drawings and suggest a better plan ” 
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from offenng armed assistance to the Queen of Spam (to 
counteract the possible mtervention m Cuban affairs by 
the Umted States) his llajesty talked for three daj-s m 
cessantly of * Fredenck, •who was his own chancellor and 
parliament— -of the hvmg puissant HohenxoHem imtiati\*c 
always settmg the dogs of war loose before his enemies had 
time to get over their surprise 

* But Fredenck is not dead he hves here *’ (striking 
his breast) ‘ and his mailed fiat will clutch somebodj’^s 
throat sooner or later and so on tnfintium 

Perhaps it will But when it does a paranoia ' N'crdict 
such as that which discrowned your Majesty s grand unde 
m October 1857 and your cousm in June, 18S6, \mI 1 
assuredly stalk m the wake of that act 

The present chromder has neither the technical kno^ 
ledge nor the matenal at hand to attempt a complete 
parallel of the cases of Fredenck WiUiam Ludwig and 
NVUhnm That a marked slmilanty existed between the 
mental conditions of Queen Lomse s son and the Bai’arian 
grandson of WBham of Prussia Is notonous and tliat 
many of Ludwig s idiosyncrasies surM\c in \Villlam II was 
already shoivn but I should be the first person to credit 
these signs of derangement to the account of mere ccccn 
tridly if thej were exceptional manifestations instead of 
links m a diam that seems to drag the Kaiser irrtsistibi) 
to his doom 

Alas 1 that there is such a chain and twice abs that 
it should be the one that drew Lud\ng bdov, the ivced-t of 
the mountain lake I 

The King of Ba^’ana s case was diagncwd as exaltation 
of self-esteem and of craving for grandeur coupled vatli 
hmitlcss egotism and heightened b> impul'Utncss 

* ite imti ewnJ I " 

ihe CQftJiibnor t*«li liri iwk. WJluBi l\ L.»N« H 
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was foMnd. to bo dofi-Ciont m 3ud.gnient, a spendthrift, 
cunous for knowledge and hard-hearted withal ; that is, 
he possessed smgnlanties so prominent in the Kaiser that 
their summary strikes one, nolens volens, as an estimate 
of Wilham’s character. 

Examples of the Kaiser’s megalomania are numerous 
throughout the pages of this volume, and the present 
chapter has furnished some mterestmg analogies between 
certain acts of vohtion on the part of both royal cousms, 
but nothing short of a methodical comparison of their 
hves and deeds as kmgs and men will explam the Kaiser’s 
case This I wih endeavour to give on the basis of my 
own observations regardmg William’s sa57ings, his actions 
and vaganes, placed m juxtaposition with an account of 
Ludwig’s character and his hfe and death furnished by 
the Munich Hofdame 

To begm with the symptoms of monomama of grandeur 
Ludwig’s borrowed I’etat c’est moi theories were no more 
absurd than are WiUiam’s attempts at out-Muscovitmg 
autocracy and playmg the Jack-of-all-trades 

I remember his Majesty commg down to “ second 
breakfast ” one afternoon — ^it was either the 27th or 28th 
of October, 1894 — while the question of who would accept 
the Chancellorship after Capnvi’s dismissal was stih pend- 
mg and the whole country was tom up by doubts and 
misgivmgs “ There is a pretty state of things,” he cned, 
and all of us expected to hear it announced that Uncle 
Chlodwig had finally refused— “ here is a pretty kettle of 

fish ! This city of ” (naming some small Rhenish town) 

“ petitionmg to build sewers and proposmg to empty, accord- 
mg to plans submitted, the refuse mto the nver just above 
the chief bathing estabhshment Of course, nobody m the 
Home Office saw the terrible mistake, and it took me four 
hours to correct the drawmgs and suggest a better plan ” 
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from offering armed assistance to the Queen of Spam (to 
counteract the po^ble mtcrvention m Cuban affairs by 
the United States), his Majesty talked for three days m 
cesantly of Fredenck, ■who was his O'wn chancellor and 
parliament— of the hvmg, puissant HohenioUem imbative 
always setting the dogs of war loose before his enemies had 
time to get over their surprise 

“ But Fredenck is not dead he Uves here * (stnkmg 
his breast) and his mailed fist will clutch somebodj s 
throat sooner or later and so on ad \nfinUum 

Perhaps it will But when it does a ftaranoxa ' i erdict 
such as that which discrowned your Majesty's grand uncle 
m October 1857 and your cousin m June 1886 will 
assuredly stalk m the wake of that act 

The present chromder has neither the technical know 
ledge nor the matenal at hand to attempt a complete 
parallel of the cases of Fredenck William Ludwig and 
William That a marked sumlanty existed between the 
mental conditions of Queen Louise s son and the Ba\'anan 
grandson of WiUiam of Prussia is notonous and that 
many of Ludwig % idiosyncrasies sur\d\e in William 11 n’as 
already sho^vn but I should be the first person to credit 
these signs of derangement to the account of mere eccen 
tnaty if they wxrc exceptional manifestations instead of 
bnks in a chain that seems to drag the Kaiser irrcslstibl) 
to his doom 

Alas I that there is such a chain and twice alas that 
it should be the one that dnnv Ludwig bdov, the wced^ of 
the mountain lake 1 

The King of Ba\*ana*5 case was diagnc^wd os cxa!lati"0 
of self-esteem and of craving for grandeur coupled 
limitless egotism and heightened b> impulMVcnw' H'' 

» rannob, «mf jUro cf tb* *»» l ^ i»r«’ -*1 iwb 

the cortJjlvji ol l<rth IfflrtW. WiUtiia aed IL 
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“ Wliat can onr brother admire m that wretched 
Sultan ^ ” asked the Crown Pnncess Sophie of her sister 
of Lippe at the family meeting in Fnednchshof in June, 
1894 

Victoria, who might have been a vassal of Abdul Hamid 
if Bismarck had not interfered and if her first betrothed, 
the late Alexander of Battenberg, had hved — ^Victona, 
not a very bnght person, passed the query on to her 
husband “ He must know, the Kaiser tells him every- 
thmg ” 

“ WiUiam says he hkes the Grand Seigneur as the 
embodiment of absolutism, as a ruler prepared to rule at 
the hazard of seemg one-half of hib people dead on the 
ground, that the other half may learn to obey,” spoke 
Adolph, impressively , “ that he has told me a dozen 
tunes. ‘ If Frederick WiUiam IV had possessed but a 
spark of the spint that fives m the so-called sick man,’ 
he once said, ‘ I should be monarch in the true sense of 
the word to-day, though Berhn gutters might have run 
with blood for weeks m succession dunng March, ’48 ’ ” 

The Duchess of Sparta covered her face with both hands. 
“ Horrible ! ” she sighed. 

“ But his Majesty’s true convictions,” whispered Baroness 
Reischach — “ think of the Frankfurt speech ” ^ 

“ Nonsense,” resumed the Pnnce of Hesse, m an effort 
to efface what his all too-truthful brother-m-law had said, 
“ our heau-fr^e Wifiie merely flatters the Padishah to 
obtam his Sultanship’s permission to visit the imperial 
harem the next time he goes to Constantinople ” 

I am rather mchned to thmk that the Kaiser’s desire 
to smoke a tschibuk with Abdul Hamid and a thousand 

1 The Kaiser said on August i6, r888, at Frankfiirt-on-the-Oder, “he would 
rather see his forty-two millions of Prussians dead on the battlefield than give 
up one foot of ground gained by the Franco German War ” 
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Bothenng about the sewage of a secondary town while 
the Empire is quaking in the throes of a “cnsis is a pheno- 
menon of rapid thought or else an anomaly bom of the 
passion to play Providence, 

The former Minister of Worship Count Zedhti was 
sdected by Wflham for bis important ofQce despite the 
fact that he had never enjoyed the benefits of a course m 
college, and the most extensive sphere of administration his 
new Postmaster-General Herr von Podbidski a retired 
cavalry officer ever presided over was a stable full of hus- 
sar horses for which he bon^t forage and whose manure 
he sold at advantageous pnees, yet the Kaiser thought 
the one a fit superior of a Virchow a Mommsen and Helm 
holtr, and the other splendidly qualified to succeed the 
great Doctor Stephan The why and wherefore he ex 
plained a doxen times before all the Court “ because they 
win receive their instrucUoas from mo ** Still Richard 
Wagner was drummed out of Mumch because Ludwig 
deared to make him his Minister of Fmance 

The Kaiser appears to have Inherited the late Ludwig s 
snlendid memory The Munich Dame of the Court tells 
how long and successfully her late master dccci\*ed the 
unlearned by feats and well calculated tncks of memory 
which many accepted as a hca\Tn bom gift instead of as 
stigmaia of cWdencc of the morbid organisation of hU 
bnun, and the history of most persons insane from and 
with Cesarean power records similar phenomena Tiberiu'; 
Caligula Mohammed Togldak and 1 %’an the Terrible — alt 
were afflicted with this <amc pseudo talent ^U1 of them 
were ready talkers knew whole regiments of soldiers b) 
name and could reel off fifteen hundred or two tbou^an'l 
words of teclmical slang on on) gi\*cn subject Indeed 
Ludwig s and William s grand ancle Trcdcnck WiUiam I' 
was the rhetorical wond<*r of his time— for a German 
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“ Wliat can our brother admire m that \vretched 
Sultan ^ ” asked the Crown Pnncess Sophie of her sister 
of Lippe at the family meeting m Fnednchshof m June, 
1894 

Victona, who might have been a vassal of Abdul Hamid 
if Bismarck had not interfered and if her first betrothed, 
the late Alexander of Battenberg, had hved — ^Victona, 
not a very bnght person, passed the query on to her 
husband “ He must know, the Kaiser tells him every- 
thing ” 

“ WiUiam says he hkes the Grand Seigneur as the 
embodiment of absolutism, as a ruler prepared to rule at 
the hazard of seeing one-half of hib people dead on the 
ground, that the other half may learn to obey,” spoke 
Adolph, impressively , “ that he has told me a dozen 
times ‘ If Frederick Wilham IV had possessed but a 
spark of the spint that fives m the so-called sick man,’ 
he once said, ‘ I should be monarch in the true sense of 
the word to-day, though Berlin gutters might have run 
with blood for weeks in succession durmg March, ’48 ’ ” 

The Duchess of Sparta covered her face with both hands 
“ Horrible ! ” she sighed 

“ But his Majesty’s true convictions,” whispered Baroness 
Reischach — “ think of the Frankfurt speech.” ^ 

“ Nonsense,” resumed the Prmce of Hesse, m an effort 
to efface what his all too-truthful brother-m-law had said, 

“ our heau-frire Willie merely flatters the Padishah to 
obtam his Sultanship’s permission to visit the imperial 
harem the next time he goes to Constantmople ” 

I am rather mcfined to think that the Kaiser’s desire 
to smoke a tschihuk with Abdul Hamid and a thousand 

^ The Kaiser said on August i6, l888, at Frankfurt-on-the Oder, “he would 
rather see his forty-two millions of Prussians dead on the battlefield than give 
up one foot of ground gained by the Franco German War ” 
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Bothermg about the sewage of a secondary town while 
the Empire is quakmg m the throes of a “crisis is a pheno 
menon of rapid thought or else an anomaly bom of the 
passion to play Providence, 

The former Minister of Worship Count ZcdliU yvta 
selected by \Vilham for his important ofSce despite the 
fact that he had ne\»er enjoyed the benefits of a course m 
college and the most extensive sphere of administration his 
new Postmaster-General Herr \on Podbielsla a retired 
cavalry officer e\er presided over was a stable full of bus 
sar horses for which he bought forage and whose manure 
he sold at adN-antageous prices yet the Kaiser thought 
the one a fit superior of a Virchow a Mommsen and Helm 
holtz and the other splendidly qualified to succeed the 
great Doctor Stephan The wh> and Nslierufore he cx 
plained a dozen Umes before all the Court ‘ because thc> 
will recei\e their instructions from me,’ Still Richard 
Wagner ^s•a3 drummed out of Mumch because Ludwig 
desired to make him his ibnlstcr of Fm'mcc 

The Kaiser appears to ba^c Inhcnted the late Ludwig s 
snlendid memory Tlic Municli Dame of tlic Court tclL< 
how long and successful!) her late master deceit ed the 
unlearned b) feats and well calculated tncks of memor> 
which many accepted as a bcat'cn bom gift instead of as 
sit§mala of ctudcncc of the morbid organisation of hi< 
briin and the liislor) of most persons insane from ami 
with Cesarean potter records simibr phenomena Tiberius 
Caligula ^Iohammed ToglJak and lt“an the Temblc— all 
Wire offiicted tnth this «an)c pseudo talent All of them 
were read) talkers knew whole regiments of soldiers b) 
name and could reel oft fifteen hundred or (wo thotrun I 
words of technical slang on ant pt-cn subvert Indeed 
Ludwig s and William s grand uncle rrederick W ilium It 
was the rhetorical won Jer of his lime— for a Gnmin 
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“ Wliat can our brother admire in that wretched 
Sultan ’ ” asked the Crown Pnneess Sophie of her sister 
of Lippc at the family meeting in Fnednehshof in June, 
iSo.}. 

Viclona, who might have been a vassal of Abdul Hamid 
if Bismarck had not interfered and if her first betrothed, 
the late Alexander of Battenberg, had hved — ^Victoria, 
not a \er}’ bnght person, passed the query on to her 
husband “ He must know, the Kaiser teUs him every- 
thing ” 

“ William saj^s he likes the Grand Seigneur as the 
embodiment of absolutism, as a ruler prepared to rule at 
the hazard of seeing one-half of hib people dead on the 
ground, that the other half may team to obey,” spoke 
Adolph, impressively , “ that he has told me a dozen 
times ‘ If Fredenck William IV had possessed but a 
spark of the spint that hves m the so-called sick man,’ 
lie once said, ‘ I should be monarch m the true sense of 
the vord to-da5% though Berhn gutters might have run 
mth blood for weeks m succession dunng March, ’48 ’ ” 

The Duchess of Sparta covered her face with both hands 
“ Homble ! ” she sighed 

“ But his Majesty’s true convictions,” whispered Baroness 
Reischarh — “ think of the Frankfurt speech ” ^ 

“ Nonsense,” resumed the Pnnee of Hesse, in an effort 
to efface what his all too-truthful brother-m-law had said, 

'' our hcau-frire Wiilie merely flatters the Padishah to 
obtain his Sultanship’s permission to visit the imperial 
harem the next time he goes to Constantinople ” 

I am rather mchned to thmk that the Kaiser’s desire 
to smoke a tschthuk with Abdul Hamid and a thousand 

1 The Kaiser said on August i 6 , 1888, at Frankfurt-on the-Oder, “he would 
rather see his forty two millions of Prussians dead on the battlefield than give 
up one foot of ground gained by the Franco-German War ” 
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Circasians with white and black and oli\ e and red women 
kadyns and odaluks, is as strong as ever, and that his 
Turkish policy is m part dictated by this passion but 
that Prmce Adolph correctly reported his Majesty’s senti- 
ments with respect to Ideal kingship was demonstrated 
three years after the famfly reunion m Empress Fredenck s 
castle namely m the summer of 1B96 when the Kaiser 
presented Abdul Hamid with a chromo for h\ing up to 
his conception of ‘ rule by the grace of God ’ 

His hands red with the blood of forty thousand murdered 
Christians the successor of the Prophet received m June 
of that year a coloured photograph representing the hn 
penal family m a loving group — Kaiser and Kaiscnn and 
all the children My master * our Ambassador, Frabcrr 
von Saurma, was ordered to say in his presentation speech, 
hopes that this simple sou\cmr may be acceptable to 
yvoT Jfajesty as a token of his affection and eternal friend 
ship massacres or no massacres 

Rvice Baron Saurma telegraphed Pnnee Hohcnlohc for 
further ad\'iccs on tins piece of diplomatic business lii"? 
first telegram seemed to indicate that he looled upon the 
picture as a belated Easter gift or something of the sort 
On being reassured of its up-tcMlatcncss he wired lie wuuW 
rather resign than carr^ out «o degrading an act after 
what had just liappcned in Constantinople hut Hohen 
lohe afraid of the tcmblc scandal sure to ensue persuaded 
Saurma to withdraw Ills tiirrat and so tlic presentation 
took place with due ccrcmon> to both Majesties pro- 
foundcat satisfaction 

Women do not understand these things was the 
Emperors gruff reiolnder when her Majesty objected to 
hixing licr hi cncss anJ that o! the ctiiidrcn sput to th" 
wlioiesale murderer of Oiristlans W^llt do women 
Vnow about being con ceju*mtial ? Tlie-"' Annenum were 
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rebels, and fnend, the Sultan, treated them as I would 
treat a mob opposing my authont}^ any day ” 

But,” pleaded her Majesty, “ Herr von Marschall teUs 
me it was pnmanly a religious not, the Mussulmans fall- 
ing on the Giaours and kiUing them off like so many 
sheep ” 

The Kaiser shrugged his shoulders and smiled “ I am 
shepherd of the Lutheran Chnstians m Prussia,” he said 
brutally , “ those m foreign lands must take care of them- 
selves ” 

And a year and a half later he sent Pnnce Hemnch on 
‘‘ the new crusade, to uphold the Cross and pumsh the 
slayers of Chnstians in China. But, then, his Majesty 
never dined ^\lth the Tientze, the Son of Heaven, and 
that worthy’s Viceroy, Li Hung Chang, when he visited 
German}'- m August, 1896, utterly faded to fulfil WiUiam’s 
expectations 

Vdiile insanity of power usually instils an overweening 
passion for the mditary m its victims, Ludwig differed 
from his cousin, the Kaiser, in the point of beUicose pro- 
chvities Dunng the last ten years of his hfe, he scarcely 
ever donned umform, but, though trottmg and marching 
and countermarchmg to the tune of drum and fife had no 
allurements for the disciple of Richard Wagner, he utihsed 
the army as eagerly as Wdham for purposes designed to 
heighten the lustre of his personal appearances 

My fnend teUs me that the dnve-ways and footpaths 
of the Munich royal park, Enghscher Garten, were fairly 
ahve with soldiers, gendarmes, pohce, and detectives when 
the King was at home The pubhc was given to under- 
stand that the less seen of it the better, and ladies and 
gentlemen of the Court, known to the officials, had to 
submit to petty annoyances m the way of identification, 
warnings, and so forth, at such times as well as the common 



250 


PRIVATE LIVES OF 


rabbk Ludwig ne\er rode or drove out except like the 
Shah—cavalry m the front, at both sides and in the rear 

“ Perhaps ” I suggested your poor King suffered from 
monomania of snspiaon or exaltation of awe '' 

This the Rofdainc denied Only during the last 
twelve months of his bfe that phase of insanity appeared 
to trouble him The Baroness told me of sc\'eral Mslts 
she paid the King in fus lonely mountain castles on behalf of 
her mistress * Sometimes * she said ‘ I secured per 
mission to gaze upon the all highest face for a second or 
two that I might be the better able to make a minute 
report to her Majesty On other occasions I saw Ludwig 
unknown to him as he drove past in his glided carnage 
o\cr lonely roads regularly patrolled by pickets of good 
looking honemen attired m the most fetching umforms 
It was eMdent the mad monarch could not do mthout 
the royal pomp of soldalcska E\cn after hb misanthropy 
had degenerated into positive hatred of mankind — such 
hatred that he was unable to look a person in the face— 
he ^^ould not miss his regiments to him the reprc5cntati\‘C5 
of kingly puissance 

Heretofore Ludivig «: soldier norship has been explained 
solely on immoral grounds with divers references to 
Nicomedcs-Ocsar Uic above interpretation which rc 
search has prov'cd correct bnngs it nearer home by 
idenliMng it as one of the features of insanity of power 
In Czar Paul one of WilUain s relatives on the ddc of hi< 
(ither s mother ‘ tins dement of monom ima of grandeur 
ov‘crlopped the rest of his crazes but even then the son of 
Solljkof and CalJicnnc did not go further in hi' military 
lyTanny than Wilham does Paul is reported to has'C 
passed most of his time on Uie dnU*gitmmt sn dors th- 

• r*i.i er I cu- »»» It Mm f * a - 
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Kaiser His biographers tell ns that “his mind was m- 
ce'^santl}' occupied with pett}’^ regulations about costumes 
and appearances ” , that he was “ continually inventing 
ne^\ dresses and accoutrements for his soldiers ” You 
sliould hear Wilham preach on the importance of such 
warlike measures as the length or shortness of a sabre- 
strap, the pointed or broad form of heels attached to the 
dancing-pump‘s of young heutenants commanded to Court 
balls, or listen to his tirades against settmg the buttons of 
an undress frock in a straight line — themes we people of 
the Court hear discussed morning, noon, and night More- 
oi'er, count, if you can, William’s regulations and orders 
about the cut of pantaloons, the faemgs of pehsses, and 
tlie impression tan boots are sure to make on Afncan 
sai’^ages, and you will think better of that pseudo-Romanoff 
strangled “ because his lucid intervals became shorter 
week after week Over the taxpayer’s feehngs, who pays 
for the Kaiser’s pettifoggery, his endless innovations and 
alleged improvements, that improve only the bank accounts 
of army purveyors and are often dropped as suddenly as 
they are introduced — over the sentiments of this beast 
of burden, steeped m penury, indifference, and pohtical 
hystena, I will draw the veil 

Paul, we are assured, was crazy enough to enforce 
his clothes regulations even upon avihans, a d 1796 And 
a hundred years later, the Kaiser ordered that all station- 
masters in Prussia must provide themselves with a speci- 
ally designed dress-smt, includmg a toy sword and a plumed 
hat, to wear when he passes through their town As the 
outfit costs from three to four hundred marks, and the 
majority of the officials receive but three or four tunes 
as much per annum, resignation or starvation, or both, 
became the order of the day 

That his Majesty tells the ladies of his household what 
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they shall wear on festive occasions is tyrannical, but not 
wholly unreasonable, seeing that he imagines he owns his 
entourage body and soul, but other women even relatives 
of his Majesty will not take kmdly to his expensive sug 
gestions Seldom does a ball or state occasion pass that 
there is not a gap In the line of our royal dames , now 
the Hereditary Princess of Hohensollem sends ‘ her 
regrets,” again Pnneess Anbert goes to bed twenty four 
hours previous to a costume festival at Court Even the 
Hereditary Grand Duchess of Baden declines time and 
again to help ruin her husband by reckless extravagance 
of toflets such as the Kaiser demands his guests to engage 
m As a matter of fact WiUiam’s passion for having 
everything his own way is entirely incompatible with reason 
There is no art outeide of the narrow circle approved hy 
him no stage and no state craft unless conducted on rules 
laid down by him to aeftors to parhamentanans to diplo- 
mats His soldiers, his children the women of his house- 
hold and of soaety his ofiacials and men fnends aU must 
be dressed or most masquerade, according to his varying 
moods 

On returning from a review the war lord seldom speaks 
of the success or non-success of the exerases that he 
caught Lieutenant von X- Y wearing an overcoat an 
inch shorter than the regulations stipulate, or a sub-officer 
attired m pantaloons of his own instead of those furnished 
by the regiment, is of fax greater importance in the Kaiser’s 
eyes For these eyes reflect the mere outer film of things 
correctly enough but do not penetrate below the surface 
because the mmd directing them works too rapidly to 
weigh the relative importance of things 

At the close of the manoeuvre season of 1897 Count 
Haesder the General npon whom Moltke s mantle is 
supposed to have descended said to a Reichstag deputy 
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“ Those mimic battles arranged by his Majesty were 
magmficent, each endmg hke that between the fabulous 
lionSj whose tails alone remamed on the field , but as to 
the bunal of the dead (supposmg the Kaiser’s theones 
were followed out), I cannot, for the hfe of me, conceive 
who would attend to it Let us assume, for argument’s 
sake, that the nations of the Dreihund march mto the 
field under the chief war-lord’s gmdance — Germans and 
Austrians side by side, Itahans covermg the rear Then 
let two or three battles be fought, such as we expenenced 
m Bavana this summer vast masses of foot launched on 
top of each other, tambour hattant, horse and artillery 
swallowing hailstorms of bullets with gusto, as if they were 
Erbswurst soup ! Why, unless our Peiunsular friends 
turned grave-diggers one and all, pestilence would dnve 
them back It is my humble opinion,” concluded Count 
Haeseler, with a sarcastic smile, “ that the dead never 
entered mto his Majesty’s calculations ” 

In his book, “ The Blot Upon the Brain,” Wfiham W. 
Ireland, M D , Edmburgh, says • “ They ” (the victims of 
msamty of power) “ are easily beaten m the field by generals 
who prefer what is essential to what is superfluous ” 



CHAPTER XIV 


THE PARALLEL BET%VEEK \mLIAU IL AND 

LDDWiG n — {conitnued) 

That both roytd consma were possessed of this passion 
for mummery (uniforms liveries, masquerades m and out 
of season) — King Ludwig sometimes earned it so far as 
to dress his servants as Indian Rajahs and sit down to 
supper in the open while the thermometer was near the 
freezing pomt — this analogous turn of mind m FredencL 
Wflliam the Fourth s grand nephews may perhaps pass for 
accidental be the relation of this craze to insanity of 
power ever so well founded — more convinang are similanbes 
m the hves of Ludwig and Wilham that show a conoirrence 
of opinion in the hue of the higher emotions 

Dunng the night of October 15 1885 half an hour 
after midnight ’* says my Mumch friend with a reference 
to her diary * I was called up from bed by the night 
watch rappmg at my door With my senses benumbed 
by sleep I understood only these words ‘ Majesty wants 
you' 

‘ Is her Majesty ill ? * 1 cned much alarmed while 
pulling on my slippers By that time my maid bad amved 
The King has come from Lmderhof and wants to see 
the Queen she said. *He had the candles lit in the re- 
ception room by his own servants and is impatiently 
walking the floor wondering why her Majesty keeps him 
waiting 

Lieschen told me this wlule we were rnnning to the 
Queen s bedroom In ten mmutes our mistress was dressed 
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In five minutes more I heard the noise of wheels in the 
court-yard below . the King was dnvmg away 

“ I hastened downstairs to accompany her Majesty back 
to her apartment She looked awe-struck, but did not 
speak a word Only when I had put her to bed again, 
and was about to take my leave, she said ‘ Marguerite, 
I do not want you to retire with feehngs of misgivmg 
The Kmg brought no alarmmg news He talked of noth- 
mg but the weather, and at the moment of departing 
added : ‘ To-day, I believe, is your sixtieth birthday 

Accept my royal fehcitations ’ ” 

To compel a sickly old woman to get up m the middle 
of the night for the pleasure of harangmng her with plati- 
tudes — who but a madman could conceive so preposterous 
an idea I “Yet look at the date,” resumed the Baroness 
“ October 15, 1885 * Only eight months before Ludwig’s 
tortuous career came to a homble end ” 

The speaker recalled numerous instances of the King’s 
cruelty to his mother how he forced her to vacate the 
palace she hked best, how, by ostentatious display, he 
caused Queen Mane to doubly feel the loss of power and 
influence , how, by his parade of hatred and contempt for 
her relatives, he wounded her sentiments and lessened her 
populanty m the land — three examples out of a hundred, 
that remmd one strangely of the Kaiser’s treatment of 
the Empress Fredenck 

That Wilham dispossessed his mother from the home 
where she had spent the happiest years of her hfe,^ that 
he gruffly denied her the poor pleasure of assuming repre- 
sentative social duties during Auguste Victona’s frequent 
pregnanaes (“If my wife is ill, I will be Kaiser and Kaisenn 

^ Immediately after Emperor Fredenck III died, William assumed possession 
of Castle Fnednchskron, where his parents had lived for over thirty years, and 
to efface every sign of his father’s residence there he dropped the name and 
reinstated that designated by the builder, Fredenck II namelj, Neues Palais 
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both,” were his words) that he is the leader of Anglo- 
phobia in Germany and the abettor of hundreds of printed 
insults to the Empress Frederick, are facts as notorious as 
they are pitiful 

I have heard these and similar events discussed I 
have seen them wept over m the royal family ‘ It is his 
confounded bad heart ” voted Pnneo Albrecht “ Ay this 
sort of tlung is dictated by meanness, common, everyday 
cussedness ” decided the Hereditary Prmce of Memmgcn 

An anonymous letter purportmg to echo the opinion 
of a rcnoVi*ned foreign authority on affections of the senti 
ments diagnosed the case os the result of power-drunken 
ness and went on to state that as Mohammed Toghlak the 
megalomamacal Sultan of India, was pleased to kill his 
brother and exalt his mother, so it was WBliams good 
pleasure to give a lift to Pnnee Hemnch (occasionally) and 
abuse his parent 

While unwilling to adopt this extreme view I must 
confess that the Emperor’s habit of signing his letters and 
telegrams to his mother and to his wife and childreiL, 
Wilhelm ImperaioT Rex smacks decidedly of insane 
exaltation of self-esteem 

With chromchng stones of his Majesty s excessive pride, 
a dianst of Samuel Pepys industry could be kept busy 
ever and anon to-day the General Order issued by the 
Rommandani of Potsdam announces, at the top of its 
columns that his Majesty is graaously pleased to some- 
times dnve a dog-cart ’ (follows elaborate descnption of 
vehicle horse and Uvery which latter is different from 
the or dinar y one) he handling the nbbons himself and 
the Empress sitting dos-^-dos with the groom Officers 
and men * continnes the paper ' are cautioned to take 
notice of the above fact and to be careful to execute the 
presenbed evolutions when meeting the imperial party under 
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penalty,” and so forth To-morrow the Kaiser narrates at 
supper how he whisked Count Gessler off Bomstadter Feld 
and ordered him to keep to his room for three days, “ be- 
cause his spurs were not of the approved pattern.” 

“ Graf Gessler ^ ” quened the Kaisenn — “ Gessler of the 
Cuirassiers and of my Body-guard ^ ” 

“ The same And why did I do it ^ I might not have 
been so hard on him, had he not passed me the other day 
Nvithout saluting when I was m my dog-cart ” 

“ Surely, he did not recogni-e our new hvery ” 

“ He ought to recognise his Emperor through a three- 
inch board ' And, by the way,” added his Majesty, “ I 
learned the name of that captain of Dragoons who failed 
to make front before us near Babelsberg Sunday morn- 
ing , it was Freiherr von , gamsoned at , and 

commanded to Berhn to serve on the General Staff I 
found that out by sending a descnption of the dehnquent 
to the colonels of all our dragoon regiments. He is on 
his way home Berhn is no place for a donkey of his 
cahbre.” 

In the ivinter of 1895, Lieutenant-Colonel von Natzmer 
came near losmg his head as commander of the Third 
Guard Lancers on account of the stupidity of a trooper 
who, bemg sent on galoptn duty m the course of some 
exercises, mistook the Emperor for a captam ofmfantry 
named Kahn, Wiffiam wearmg no shoulder-knots or other 
insignia on that occasion Only by offering to distnbute 
photographs of his Majesty in a vanety of uniforms among 
his men did Natzmer save his bacon The case of under- 
olB&cer Mohr, of the First Foot Guards, and how he became 
a sergeant, is also mterestmg Mohr was never suspected 
of “ canymg a field-marshal’s staff m his knapsack,” but 
nature fitted him with eyes capable of much contrac- 
tion and dilation of pupils, so that, hke a member of 

R 
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the genus Felts he can see In the dark That stood him 
in good stead when he ran across his Majesty near the 
Berlin Stadt Schloss one wintry evening Recognising 
the war lord at a distance of several paces, he pro mp tly 
made front, sounding an aH-snbmissive Good-evemng 
your Majesty** 

XSlhiam was dated There was true loyalty Tha 
fellow if he had half a chance, would hve up to the mnyini 
that a soldier wiU recognise the Kaiser through three mches 
of oak- * ViTio are you mv son ? ** 

Under-officer Mohr of the Fust Guards, at your Im- 
perial and Royal Ma]esty*s command.” 

* Only an under-officer? But you ha\e a sweet- 
heart I suppose ? ” 

At TOUT Imperial and Royal Majesty*s command, — 
yea the daughter of Feldwebel 

* Then go to your room sew on the stnpes and report 
to your future father-in-law and to the young woman 
as his Majesty’s sergeant Right about face forward, 
march I 

Mohr (marching as if he were gomg to throwaway 
his legs,” as the phrase goes) * Thanks a thousand 
humble thanks! God save your Imperial and Royal 
Majesty” 

Another and more dangerous form of the Kaiser’s 
excessive I’amty and egomania shows m the c ur rent pro- 
secutions for lise^majesU For this offence sentences 
amounting to some three hundred years of imprisonment 
are imposed by Prussian judges from January to De- 
cember and as the courts of the allied Gennan states 
and statdets follow the lead, it Is calculated that, on this 
score alone, as many years of imprisonment are annually 
meted out in the Fatherland as there arc days m the year 
Accordingly three thousand five hundred years — twice tlie 
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time of the Chnstian era, lacking a few paltry centimes 
— were \Mped out of the hves of some eight to nme thou- 
sand of his subjects since Wihiam assumed the crown, 
tlie hst of culpnts embracing both sexes and aU classes 
of society. And for what ? 

In nmet5^-nme cases out of a hundred (I quote from 
public records) for the heinous cnme of impeaching the 
Kaiser’s aptitude as a composer, as a ruler, poet, diplomat, 
or ship-bmlder; as a conqueror, orchestra-leader, or ex- 
pounder of the Monroe doctrine ; as a sportsman, as God’s 
anointed, as a painter, strategist, novel-wnter, circus- 
director, or lawgiver, as advocate of duellos, as a con- 
stitutional king, stage-manager, or absolute monarch ; as 
playwnght, huntsman, infantryman, cavahyman, family- 
man, or maid-of-all-work. The prosecutor’s hcense is 
practically hmitless ; but there are stJl some knots m 
his rope that admit of lengthemng the Ime, To let no 
guilty one escape, it is stipulated, for mstance, that insult 
to Majesty superannuates only after five 5'ears. Thus 
a discharged servant, a faithless fnend, or mahcious em- 
ployer may prosecute you m January, 1898, for a remark 
you dropped (or did not drop) m December, 1893, or, if 
he prefers, he may blackmail you for that length of time, 
imder threat of mfoiming the state’s attorney. And that 
frequently happens m the Fatherland. 

As to the personahties of the culpnts, I will quote 
from one of the daily bulletins • 

“The wife of a feudal land-owner in Pomerania was ‘sent up’ for 
nine months because she remarked that the Emperor might kiss her 
foot. 

“A registered prostitute m Altona got four months’ imprisonment 
for a similar offence, though her invitation was of a more comprehensive 
character 

“Eugen Richter’s sally, made m the Reichstag some time ago 
‘ Yesterday the German Emperor and fifty of the noblest of the nation 
ran for two hours after an old sow,’ a Breslau editor clipped for his 
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paper and inserted under the head of ‘Court Newa, adding date and 
place. The joke cost turn hii liberty for mne mootha. 

In September 1897, a popular masrt: teacher, Friuleiu Hadmg 
Jaede, in Stettm, wa« sentenced to three months imprisonment for having 
m 1893, denounced the Song to yEpr as a piece of mbblsh. 

The poor girl addressed a petibon for pardon to my 
mistress , but, being afraid to face her husband on this 
score the Empress asked Herr von Lcvetxow the former 
President of the Reichstag to present the matter 

This IS her report of that gentleman^s mterview with 
the KaLer 

‘ Herr von Levettow had no sooner broached the case, 
than the Emperor interrupted him ‘ You the laws 
against Use-majssU are too ngidly enforced he cned 
Why, you astonish me I That there are so many prosecu 
tions only proves that the sentences imposed are much 
too light If they were not, those outcasts that dare to 
point the finger o£ scorn at God s anomted would be afraid 
to open their mouths Beheve me, as soon as I can find 
a man a real man to taLo charge of my Chancellors 
office, I will have him prepare a bill mcreaslng the punish 
ment for traitors of this sort 

Of course, concluded her Majesty ' after that 
poor Herr von Levetxow had not the heart to press the 
petition for pardon.’ 

* Increasing the punishment for Us$~majesU ? and at 
this early date 1 ’ exclaimed Deputy Richter when the 
non-success of the venture was reported to bim by one 
of lus mtimatea at Court — and Ludwig 11 proposed 
a irfmilflr course of action only during the last two years 
of his lunacy! When he sentenced some lackeys to be 
knouted to death who had laughed on seeing him gallop 
around his library snorting and neighing like a horse 
when he ordered tl^t his Minister of Finance should lose 
both eyes for refusing to advance bun twenty nuUzons 
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to finish his fairy castle of Neuschwanstem , or when he 
deaded that an adjutant, who had failed to render him a 
particular service, was to famish in the ‘ black hole ’ below 
the foundations of Lmderhof, the King was undoubtedly 
mad, and only a madman could have expected to see such 
commands executed in 1885 or 1886 ! Dunng the earher 
stages of his illness, even acute monomama of pnde and 
vanity could not mduce him to ask severer pumshment 
for nctims of the exisbng laws ” 

Meanwhile, the increased punishments have come to 
pass without resort to legislation Actmg upon his 
I^Iajesty’s suggestion, the courts are of late condemmng 
men and women for cnticisms of governmental acts in 
which ihe Kaiser takes a special interest, for protesting 
against the Sedan celebration on the score of peace pro- 
paganda, for instance, and the hsts of offenders compnse, 
besides members of the anstocracy and prostitutes, httle 
boys and girls who, on account of tender age, are other- 
vise exempt from cnminal prosecution 

“ It IS WiUiam’s sense of divine appointment that makes 
him look so sharply after cnmmals of this sort,” is my 
mistress’s stereot5^ed apology when members of the family 
bnng up the matter. Poor lady ! she is not always happy 
m the selection of her similes The above one, for m- 
stance, she used once too often , namely, on the occasion 
of a gathermg of relatives at the Neues Palais, m October, 
1897, when the Court was laughing over an act of impenal 
clemency m the case of a sixteen-year-old nurse-girl from 
Coblentz, who had been condenmed to mne months’ im- 
prisonment for sa5ang she would like to sleep with the 
Emperor 

Wilham, by the merest accident, learned of this, and 
at once pardoned the precocious youngster. 

“ She has probably seen me dunng the manoeuvres m 
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Rhmcdand,*’ he argued, curlmg his mustache, and devil 
take me if I blame the wench HI bred as she is, that 
htr manner of expresamg admiratioiL*’ 

Contrast with this the decision of a Breslau judge, vis 
that a certain Wilhelm Sdinltze because he had wished 
himself in the Hereditary Prince of M^^ningeu^s place 
(place stipulated), and had said so openly and shamelessly 
was not punishable for libel under the law Argned the 
judge “ SchulUe is an ignorant fellow and having great 
admiration for Prmcess Charlotte expressed that feeling 
after the manner of his ilk. Ergo I discharge him, with a 
warmng ” 

These arc exceptions, and not particnlarly edifying ones 
from a cruel rule that recalls the road vaganes of the entry 
Rudolph and does more to undermine royalist senti 
meat than even the Kaisetis speeches A fnend of mme 
in the Ministry of Justice has kept a record of the sentences 
imposed for entiosms of the Song to iEgir ' He counted 
three hundred and eleven years seven months, and fines 
amounting to nine thousand marks during 1893 1894 
1895 and 1896 Can you blame his Majesty s adjutants 
for listening with straight faces tolds side-splitting remarks 

Now you will hear my magnificent composition * when, 
at a banquet in Mohacs Hungary (September, 1897) the 
programme announced the song to the sea-god, who in 
reality was a miserable landlubber The Austrians and 
Hungarians laughed to km themsel\*e8 ’ rqxirted one of 
the participants ‘but we knew better If any of our 
crew had dared to smile assent, he would have been given 
occasion for lacking himself sooner or later 

^ Rodciipb IL Emperor of Gennan; — hU grand mnthq vu the Juuti 
of Spkfai — relgEied from 1576 to 161a. He Wu {omoe oo the lob^cct of hit 
Impokl dlgnhy u veil u cm other sahjeca, ud coantlcM Inrtficmt peopla loet 
tbdr Utcb, Ubety end thdr fbrtnaee for eUeged lack of retpect tor tha 
crowned frixtirnn. 
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In connection with Usc-mwjcstc^ it should not go un- 
noticed, ho^^eve^, that there are one hundred and forty- 
eight English square miles in Germany where man, woman, 
and child may say of the Kaiser what they please, this 
sanctuary being known as Reuss, short for Elder Branch, 
while the Almanach dc Gotha designates it as Reuss- 
Greitz-Schleiz-Lobcnstem-Eberswalde, with several villages 
yet to be mentioned The potentate of this distnct is 
Hemnch XXII , a cousin of the Hemnch who, during his 
wedding-mght, was overheard to apostrophise his wife a la 
vtani gauche, the circus-nder Loisset • “ Oh, Chlotilde my 
only ! ” whereupon the former queen of the arena responded 
with dehcious pathos • “ Oh, Hemnch my twentieth * ” 

(As old Kaiser WiUielm allowed this story to be 
published throughout Prussia, the Reuss tyrant at once 
determined that hereafter no form or mannei of black- 
guardism directed against the Hohenzollems should be 
liable to prosecution m his temtory, and to this resolve 
his Grace has nobly stuck all these years smee 1879 ) 

Newspapers seized for insult to Majesty m all the rest 
of the twent5^-five states and Free Cities, constitutmg the 
common Fatherland, are freely arculated m Reuss, hgne 
aime , its 53,787 mliabitants, and visiting strangers too, 
may shout all they hke about Wilham’s idiosyncrasies, and 
Seremssi 7 m^ dog-tax records abound m such invectives as 
“ Wilhelm ” and “ Preuss ” 

A feature of WiUiam’s character that recalls some of 
the darkest da}^ of his late cousin’s declmmg years is the 
hatred he bears to his servants. Those one thousand iH- 
paid memals in showy hvenes, hanging about the royal 
residences, are but a “ contemptible thievmg horde ” in 
his eyes — “ rascals whom to know by name would be to 
honour them.” When talking to his people — ^needless to 
say it is alwa5rs to give a command or ask a question — the 
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Kaiser invariably addresses man or woman “ You there ! ” 
and none of them ever heard that cheap courtesy “ Good 
morning *’ or “ Good-evening ” from the master’s lips 
My Munich fnend tells atroaous stones of the * Chinese 
ceremonial en vogue at Linderhof and Herrenchiemsee from 
1880 to 1886 — ^how the King’s servants had to scratch at the 
wood-work to announce thdr presence at the door 

Why that ? '* I Interrupted 

Because the King could tolerate a lackey only if 
acting the dog that his Majes^ thought him to be I ” The 
Baroness continued His valets had to approach him 
crouching on their stomachs— no one wearing the royal 
livery dared look the King in the face and, finally Ludwig 
even thought the tone of his voice too good for his people. 
So he conceived the plan of wntmg his orders on slips 
of paper and spitting on them pushed them under the 
door for those outside to pick up ” 

Of course nothing like it has yet been mtroduced at 
the Neues Palais and Schloss but Ludwig too worked 
himsdf up to the frenry of servant beating by easv -stages 
Ehmng the initial phases of his malady he would order & 
servant who had displeased him to be removed to some 
lonely manor house or lodge there to continue for the rest 
of his days at an inferior salary and without ever having 
an opportunity to gare upon the it^al presence again 
The same happened to the Kaiser’s old body-chasseur 
Rau, among other royal employees — ^Rau who caught 
his Majesty’s coat tail in the camage-door — Eind to Rau’s 
successor who on a particularly warm winter day asked 
whether his Majesty required a lap-robe, instead of placing 
it m the coach without troubling the master and to 
JSaushofmetsier (Major-domo) von Jums because the royal 
yacht Alexandra could not be got ready so qmckly as the 
demanded. 
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Like all victims of morbid impulsiveness, a symptom 
gomg hand in hand wth megalomania, the Kaiser thmks 
himself above the restrictions of space and tone. If he 
wants a thing, he imagines he has but to say so in order to 
procure it, whether it be a shut-stud dropped under the 
table, or a histoncal painting for which a dozen square 
yards of canvas have ]ust been nailed up. 

And this condition of the impenal mmd tends to more 
people’s rum than all the rest of his Majesty’s crazy notions, 
save, perhaps, the one compelhng persons to make them- 
selves invisible on demand 

The palace regulations stipulate that no servant shall 
be found m the Emperor’s apartments during his Majesty’s 
presence m the castle, sleepmg hours excepted Now it 
happens sometimes that his Majesty nses at the fifth hour, 
instead of the seventh or eighth, as annoimced What 
are servants, suddenly confronted by the news of the 
master’s approach while engaged m cleaning, to do ^ To 
drop work means dismissal, and to be seen by his Majesty 
cames the same penalty with it , so they run, simply run, 
trustmg to good luck that the evidence of disorder m the 
rooms may not be noticed 

My maid, who was formerly attached to the royal 
chambers, says it is a cunous spectacle to see the wood- 
earners, firemen, scrubbers, dusters, wmdow-deaners, and 
pohshers tumble over each other m a wild scramble to 
elude the master’s eye There must be no noise, no spiUmg 
of water, and certam corridors and staircases are to be 
avoided at all hazards Suzette herself hid once for three- 
quarters of an hour in an empty stove, ^ the only place 
of safety withm reach when the Kaiser came upon her as 
she was about to enter his room And this sort of hidmg- 

^ In the Neues Palais the stoves are lighted from the comdors, and have 
immense openings 
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place has since become popular in the palace, though it is 
apt to nun clothes and house dresses especially the latter 
oi white and blue calico, with white aprons -and white cuSs 
and collars 

But why did you not crawl out as soon as his Ma)e 5 ty 
had passed ? *’ I asked 

Because the Kaiser remained in the room to which 
the stove belonged and the slightest bit of noise would 
certainly have brought him round to my prison gate. And 
then — Kopf a&” (oS goes my head), “as ptOdtge Frau 
knows *’ 

I may be allowed to interpolate here that Prussia re- 
joices m a peculiar law permitting master and mistress 
to correct their domestics by an occasional sound thrashing 
The statute is an old one, and the Diet has stnven to 
abolish it ever since it, the legislative body itself, struggled 
into existence. But all attempts met with most vigorous 
opposition by the government. When the proud privilege 
of Idckmg a hanky or boxmg a maid s ears is up for 
discussion the bench of the Muustry is always occupied 
to the last man whilst royalist orators give ready support 
to the official claim that the andent law is one of the pillars 
of social order and that its abolition means nothing 
short of anarchy 

Why the state should go out of its way to uphold this 
cruel and barbarous statute 13 not easily conceivable to 
outsiders Surely the times are past when it was thought 
consistent with the dignity of the King of Prussia to have 
salt laden pistols at his elbow in order to hurry up * 
sluggish pages Frederick William I followed that custom 
and m one and the same year lamed one man for life and 
blew another’s eyes ont. That happened one hundred 
and fifty or more years ago Andent history ts it not ? 
But history repeats itself. The great Frederick and his 
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pun)^ successor, when punishing sen^ants, never went further 
than to disfigure their faces by blows with walking-sticks, 
or the butt end of a sword, yet Karl of Prussia, grand- 
uncle of the present Kaiser, revived Fredenck Wilham’s 
practices and occasionally killed a menial or two — a fact 
which led one of his brothers to remark that, if not a Pnnce, 
Karl would surely die by the halter AH of which shows 
that the HohenzoUems are dangerous masters , that 
cruelty runs in the family, so to speak ; — as a matter of 
fact, terror stalks ahead of William, his people flee, and 
hide in fireplaces and niches to escape his eye : they do 
not care to expose themselves to violence , and what guar- 
antee is there against a canmg, or worse, when the sight 
of a ser^^ant walking up a staircase or through a comdor 
suffices to throw the mastei into a violent passion ^ 

“ Du vcrdavimicn Hausdiener ” (those accursed flunkies) 
“lounge every\vhere about the palace; Eulenbuig, you 
must keep them in the kitchen, or cellar, where they be- 
long,” IS his Majesty’s every-day complaint to his grand- 
master, when at home 

“ May it please your Majesty, no man or woman enters 
the residential parts of the palace unless on special duty ” 

“ Details, my dear Eulenburg, do not concern me, and 
I will not have them thrown up to me. I tell you, and 
repeat, that the sight of the lackey is distasteful to me, and 
it IS your business to nd my environment of eye-sores ” 

There was “ Mother Anna,” the wood-earner. One 
mormng, m the wmter of 1889, having deposited her bundle 
of fire-sticks m the Kaiser’s antechamber, she caught a 
ghmpse of his Majesty through the half-open door He 
was sittmg at his desk, reading a newspaper “ Lord,” 
thought “ Mother Anna,” “ there is God’s anomted in his 
dressmg-gown I Who would have thought that my poor 
old eyes would ever be blessed by such a vision. And,” 
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she said to her mates later on, ** I stood as still as a moose, 
]ust like a miserable little mouse and peeped and peeped 
with frightened yet grateful eyes ” 

And while the old ^vomen were stiH goffliping, one of 
the secretanes from the Court-marshal’s office came up to 
inquire which of them had been on duly in the nnpcnal 
apartments that morning 

** I ** said ‘ Mother Anna ** faltenngly 
" Well, then pack your traps and get your wages His 
Ma)csty will not allow such as you to spy into his affairs ” 
Empress Frederick took care of ** Mother Anna,’ giving 
her work on Bomstidt farm otherwise she might have 
famished, for she was seventy when turned away from the 
Neues Palais. 

But there arc rows with the servants even for lesser 
cause — about a agar-stump for instance. 

It was, I beheve m F^mary 1896 when his Majesty 
warned the Empress and the members of the eniouraifi 
against the pUfering lot of hirelings that infest the 
palace,” 

Nothing IS safe ’ he cried addmg with a show of 
seventy I ought to turn my rooms mto a fortress as 
did the lord of the Hradschm * (unpenal palace m Prague) 
In the afternoon her Majesty sent Herr von der Knese- 
beck to ascertain when, and of what, the Kaiser had been 
robbed- Hear his report On Sunday night, after the 
smoker his Majesty put the stump of an aeJUa (real) 
Havana agar into an ash tray m his small toilot room 
to-day” (Wednesday) when he desired to finish it, it 
was gone, nnil all inquines among the attendants Kammer 
disner wardrobemcn lackeys and chasseurs, proved un- 
satisfactory His Majes^ therefore concluded that one of 
the footmen stole the stump and an investigation is under 
way ' 
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It lasted three days Then the corpus delich was found 
— ruined beyond hope of retneval — at the bottom of a 
refuse-barrel After seeing it on the dresser for two morn- 
ings in succession, one of the chambermaids had thrown 
it away 

“ The Stummel looked so shrunk up,” said the reckless 
hussy, “ I thought his Majesty did not want it any more, 
and, fearing a reprimand for allowing dust-catchmg thmgs 
to he around, I put it into my pail and cleaned the ash- 
tray.” 

The Kaiser hkes popular applause, huzzahs, and hochs, 
but the hurrahers must keep at a distance Unlike his 
royal grand-unde and his cousin of Bavana, he is not a 
misanthropist, not yet, but his contempt for everj^body 
beyond the pale of his own set — “ das verdammte Puhh~ 
hum ” he calls them — mcreases more and more, particularly 
as to women. 

Each successive year her Majesty and Count Eulen- 
burg expenence greater difficulty m persuadmg the Kaiser 
to permit the customary royal procession at the Opera 
House ball, held durmg carnival, and even if he consents 
to “ mix ” with the “ damned puhhc ” on that one occa- 
sion, he usually backs out at the last moment In 1895 
and 1896, Wilham chose to emphasise this contemptuous 
treatment of his Berhners by persistently keepmg to the 
rear of the royal box, so that very few of the thousands 
ready to smile upon him got a chance to do so Does not 
this remmd one of mad Ludwig’s saymg “ The people do 
not deserve to see the Kmg ” ? 

Qmte frequently the Kaiser’s unapproachableness has 
led to most disgraceful scenes So it happened on Whit- 
Monday, 1894, that the Kaiser refused to attend the 
celebration of the Lehr und Wehr battahon, opposite the 
Neues Palais, unless das verfluchte Puhhkum was pushed 
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farther back, whereupon imperial adjutants, Court and 
House marshals, and generals galore scrambled off m aH 
directions to have the order attended to At the bidding 
of the then KommandatU of Potsdam Herr von BOlow, 
mounted SchuiztjUmner and soldiers on guard used their 
steeds and muskets freely and next day our grand-master 
received over a hundred complaints from ladies of the 
aristocracy, reporting that they had their feet trampled 
on by grenadiers and their hats and faces brushed by 
horses* tails— eventuahties not on the programme so far 
as their mvitations indicated 

“ These hystencs ** as he called the protests, afforded 
William much amusement and pleased him the more, as 
th^ seemed to back up his oft-expressed opinion that 
women are apt to become nuisances on public occasions 
‘ I win have none of them by and bv ’ he said and 
forthwith gave orders that the number of permits ad 
nutting members of the weaker sex to the parade-grounds 
should be gradually lessened To the spring parade of 
1896 held m the Lustgarten adjoining the Potsdam Stadt 
Schloss only one hundred officers wives and daughtos 
were mvited these to have their seats on the terrace. 

The review was set for eleven o’clock, but most of the 
favoured ladies amved two hours earlier whereupon thty 
were told by a pohee hentenant standing at the Schloss 
gate, that his Majesty had given ordeia to keep the terrace 
clear until the very moment he appeared on the grounds 
Royal servants then took charge of the women and con- 
ducted them mto a vault like subway at the farther end 
of which was a Rmall door Icadmg to the terrace over duty 
steps 

In this dark damp and iH-smeDing cellar the ladies were 
locked up until two mmutes to eleven when they were set 
free to select places for themselves I was s t a n d in g hebmd 
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her Majesty and httle Princess Louise at one of the lower 
windows of the Palace, m fuU view of the extraordinary 
spectacle that now ensued. Their Excellencies and Lady- 
ships came pantmg up the steps, pushing and jostling, 
pawing and clawing each other, to gam precedence or 
room. Here a dowager countess raised her skirts above 
the knees to chmb over a row of chairs, there the young 
wife of a commandmg general tiptoed along the stone 
rampart, her train over one arm and exposing an mcredible 

expanse of hosiery. Fretfrau von L ’s lace petticoat 

was torn mto tatters m her efforts to win an advantageous 
place — there was no such reckless display of limbs and 
hnen smce Borel imbalanced his ladies for “ La BascuhF 
The First Guards, standmg opposite, shouted with laughter. 
Her Majesty was furious. Turning to her brother, she 
said : “ After this you wiH agree with me, I hope, that 
the Kaiser’s dislike for woman’s attendance at mihtary 
spectacles is well founded. I blush for our soldiers, com- 
pelled to witness such a sight,” Poor lads I they deserved 
pity, for the Emperor, enraged at the “ damned -public^ s ” 
behaviour, contmued the drill half-an-hour longer than 
usual. 

But the Kaiser’s ammose notions find expression also m 
measures of pohtical significance So he changed the dis- 
tnct of Rominton, where he has a huntmg-box, mto an 
Eveless Eden by buymg out aH the farmers who were 
either married or employed female help, and the once 
populous village of Theerbude is nowada}^ half deserted 
in consequence Still, a few petticoats remam there, and 
his Majesty had a new carnage-road built, enabhng him 
to reach his residence “ without runnmg the gauntlet of 
gapmg wenches.” 

There are many pages m my Mumch fnend’s diEiry 
reportmg similar measures mstituted, or proposed to be 
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instituted by the late King Ludwig , but the analogy 
between the cousins Is most stnldug in the infatuation 
for the stage, common to both, and m the revelations 
of thdr superlative egotism — ^tho passion to satisiy their 
appetites, which was Ludwig’s and is Williani’s only aim 
in life. The theatneal bee in their bonnets seems to be 
the same that buxzcd m the head of the late Fredenck 
WUham rv when mysticism had not the npper hand 
in that quarter but, whether inherited or not it is one 
of the stock fixtures of insanity of power It cost the 
Roraona under Tlbenus Gdigula Nero and Elagabalus 
thousands of miUions Ivan the Terrible was an actor of 
no inconsiderable power and even those poor imbeciles 
Charles FI and Don Carlos ofisprmgs of megalomaniacs 
rather than power-drunk themselves were mnch devoted 
to the spectacle though probably preferring a " horse with 
Its bowels gored out, or a Jew writhing m the fire * to 
high tragedy 

At first Ludwig was a patron of the drama of the 
most legitimate order the classics of German hterature 
appealed mightily to his sense of the ideal, and their forev 
most mterpreten became bis companions One of them 
was the tragedian Rohde, the other the Wagner singer 
Nachbaur They were granted the unheard-of privilege 
to iuioyer the King but there was nothing in Ludwig’s re 
lations to these men that shunned the light of day The 
King’s faihlc for the theatrical approached the abnormal 
only when his enthusiasm for Richard Wagner degenerated 
into a cult and when his admiration 'for the romantic Kainx 
addressed itself to the person instead of the artist As 
Ludwig’s bram became more clouded — that is, as his insane 
big-headedness increased and his perverted tastes pushed 
to the front more braienly — the former patron of ‘ Egmont, 
the ‘ Maid of Orleans,” and ** Manon De Lonno threw 
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classics to the dogs. He would have only such plays on 
the royal boards as depicted his own dreams of great- 
ness, that showed him (or the histone t 5 rpes he thought he 
impersonated) as the embodiment of earthly power, m 
the role of conqueror, lawgiver, or wrathful divinity, as 
arbiter of the world and in similar parts. And to obtain 
the dramatic products wanted, he hired men to join together 
comedies and tragedies from anecdotes, court scenes, and 
incidents which he himself furnished ready rabbeted and 
pared down, as are the walls and roofs and chimneys and 
wmdow-casmgs of those Norwegian wooden houses, sent 
parcelwise all over Europe 

The Kaiser’s taste m matters theatrical has moved along 
similar hues of ideahsm, followed by self-glonfication To 
begm with * Goethe, Schiller, Hebbel, Gnllparzer, then 
Wildenbruch, Lauff, Buttner 

During the first four or five years of his reign, his 
Majesty tried to trundle the Thespian chanot alongside 
his pohtical and diplomatic tally-ho coaches His In- 
tendant of the Royal Play and Opera Houses, Boiko Count 
Hochberg, the same who once came near bemg brother-m- 
law to Herbert Bismarck, was a good enough Major of the 
Reserves, but as to competmg with Oscar Blumenthal, 
Ludwig Bamay, and the late Pollim — that was entirely 
out of the question. “ I wiU let him run the financial end, 
and look after the artistic department myself,” said his 
Majesty, shortly after the Court left off moummg for his 
father and grandfather. And he was as good as his word. 
He read or had them read to him, attended re- 

hearsals, and helped some of his — Prmce Wilhelm’s — ex- 
fa vountes to parts to which they were by no means entitled. 
The programmes were his, the msults offered to modem 
playwnghts were of his makmg, as was the annual deficit. 

In i8go, Ernst von Wildenbruch, known as the author 

s 
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of a tiresome but ultra patriotic play, * Ihc Qmiiows ** 
sprung into sudden prominence at Court, Tbe Kaiser 
had at last found a laureate “ capable of mterpreting 
Brandenburg-Prusslan history in dramatic form ” , through 
him be would “ talk to his people, recalling the Hohen- 
xoUems* past greatness and foreshadowing deeds of future 
grandeur ” 

Wddenbmch became a regular viator to the Kaiser’s 
study They planned and declaimed together the author 
wrote tirades by the yard after the Kaiser’s dictation, 
and WiUiam corrected and improved the manusenpt So 
‘ The New Master ” was bom a drama glorifying the Great 
Elector and InadcntaUy suggesting that the Emperor was a 
man of the same stamp 

It was the first step on the inchned plane. Branden 
burg history — written by Brandcnbnrgers — now became 
the watchword For of course, '* Wildenbroch is one of 
us ** * else how would he come by his genius ? 

“ At the head of the Wagnenan movement there walked 
as 13 fit, an insane King * (Nordau) — ^William and Ernst, 
aim m arm, lead the avant garde of German imperial 
letters 

In the annals of OUT Court, the wmter of 1896-1897 
hves as the dreadful penod of the Emperor’s pr^nancy 
with ‘ WtUehalm ” — W^Uehaiin ’ being a festival plav 
conceived and wntten by the hterary Zweilmrti in can 
memoration of the hundredth anniversary of the birth of 
Wniiani I (March 22) There was not a member of the 
upper household who did not know large portions of it by 
heart long before its production so ince^antly were the 
words drummed mto our eais ‘ Afetn Herr Grostvaier 


^ Wndfflibfuch b c ptodwi d Prlue* Loob d riiiwb *od of 
TTr rm^m TtiO BUO* b»» pTCrioodT bCCO bOTM by ttO mtonl “ 

Prai bn P ilocrt . 
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“ Wilhelm der Gtosse,'*^ were the sole topics of conversa- 
tion by Kaiser and Kaisenn, and his Majesty persisted in 
gi\nng whole pages of monologue and bits of the dialogue 
at all times, either to pomt out passages written by him- 
self, or to illustrate the beauty of Wildenbruch’s versifica- 
tion improved by him 

The last ten days precedmg the festival Wfiham divided 
between attending rehearsals and instructing the chief per- 
formers pnvately at Count Hochberg’s Berhn residence. 
In consequence, my mistress saw httle of her husband 
save at bed-time, when, she told Countess Brockdorff, he 
was stiU full of the grand drama and the trouble he had 
had with the actors and actresses to make them understand 
their parts 

There was Fraulem Lmdner, for mstance, cast to play 
the “ Soul ” She had actually smiled at a certam passage 
of her monologue “ That made the Kaiser wild,” de- 
clared her Majesty “ ‘ Fraulem Lmdner,’ he cried, ‘ by 
an expression hke that, you are hable to spoil my whole 
play The German soul, I want you to understand, is 
grave, stem, tragic almost Try to picture it as it is 
written on my own face Then you cannot help bemg 
successful And as to your costume, it must resemble a 
tram of thought — ^it must be an unmterrupted, flowmg 
Ime There must be neither girdle nor corsets ’ ” 

“ She will look like the soul of a miller’s wife, turned 
mto a big bag of flour,” said Princess Feodore of Memmgen, 
who has inherited some of her mother’s wit and all her 
Royal Highness’s mchnation for mockery 

“ Wtllehalm ” was performed, and seven hundred and 
fifty of the Kaiser’s one thousand mvited guests fled before 
the drama was half over This festival play, dedicated to 
the simplest of kmgs, proved nothmg short of Byzantimsm 
run wild As Loms XI,, “ least majestic m aU his actions, 
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his manners and his extenor, a most ordinary man, dress- 
ing like the meanest of the people who gave audiences 
seated on a broken-down chair with a dirty cur upon his 
knees *’ — as Ixiuis was the first ruler — not a Roman Em- 
peror — to whom the title of * Majesty ” was accorded, so 
had Bismarck’s and Moltke’a old master divine honours 
thrust upon him, though certainly the last to have claimed, 
deserved, or accepted thenn 

"Tiresome and grotesque," said the cntics '*mcs~ 
chugge " (shghtly touched) was the dictum of vex popuh 
that did not know how near it came to be vox Dct But 
his Majesty s fnends who had followed the genesis of this 
play, shook their heads sadly and many had resort to the 
trite phrase " I told you so " In the Kaiser’s deliberate 
aim to place William I on unsurpassable haghts of great- 
ness they recognised the craving for sdf-glonfication that 
threw Prussia Into political chaos in the fifties and bank 
rupted the Wittelsbachs twenty five years later 

* His Bar Grosxwder be blowed — its the present 
anomted who clamours for recogmtion as a demi-god,” 
wrote a certain Russian diplomat to SL Petersburg and I 
doubt if the situation could have been more tersely 
c jqjre ss ed. The anonymous correspondents too who had 
become notably reticent amce HfnrinmR Herbette’s depar 
ture, revived their notorious practices quoting whole pages 
from Qmdde’s ‘ Caligula ’ m support of the theory that 
Cesarean madness sat upon the throne of Frederick the 
Great Here are some of their deadly parallels 

" Caligula used to call his senators up from bed that 
they might see him dance. Loloki * keeps us all night at 
the Opera House to hear him declaim about Hs grand 
father’s impossible virtues and about the superlative states- 
manahip of Bismarck’s emi^oyer charging us a fat entrance 
fee in addition ’ 
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“ Caligula was so crazy on the subject of the theatre 
that occasionally he took part in the performances him- 
self. ‘ Loloki ’ has not yet appeared on any stage, save 
informally m the concert-room, as band-master, but he 
turns good actors into spmtless automatons by his dnll and 
mterference, and he writes plays, which is worse ” 

“ Cahgula owned a thousand different showy dresses, 
and changed his garments half-a-dozen times a day. 
* Loloki ’ prides himself upon his arsenals full of different 
uniforms, and wears out a dozen valets per day dressmg 
and undressing him ” 

“ Cahgula was inordinately fond of vanety performers, 
especially indecent ones Whether he ever commanded 
army officers and Prmces to appear before him m parts 
such as ‘ Loloki ’ ordered the Hereditary Pnnce of Sachsen- 
Coburg-Gotha and officers of the Guard Fusileers to assume 
at the smokmg concert m the Fusileers’ mess durmg the 
winter of 1896 is doubtful Suetomus ” (the biographer of 
the first twelve Csesars) “ gives no news on that pomt, but 
then there were probably no Sisters Bamson m the first 
half of the first century, so that Cahgula missed the tnck 
of seeing a royal Pnnce disrobe and nde a horse woman- 
fashion ” 

“ The Roman Emperor appomted old soldiers to the 
most important civil offices Was Podbielski ever any- 
thmg besides ‘ an old soldier ’ before ‘ Loloki ’ made him 
Postmaster-Goneral ^ ” 

“ Cahgula gave aU offiaals of his Court mfiitary rank. 

‘ Loloki ’ has turned all his goldsticks mto martmets.” 

“ Cahgula forced pareuts to witness the execution of 
then children ‘ Loloki,’ m oft-repeated speeches, pre- 
pares his soldiers for the feast of shooting down or runmng 
through their parents, brothers, and sisters ” 

A witty cnticism of the Kaiser’s abihty as a play^vnght 
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was passed hy the Hereditary Pnncess of HohenroUem in 
a letter to a friend 


** JW TtJ Der Ntut Htrr 
H<3iul 

£t aprb iynUJkajM 
Holal 

In September, WtUehalm was followed by another 
festival play which the Kaiser wrote m conjunction with 
Captain von I^uff Prodnced at Wiesbaden, in honour of 
the visit of their Italian Majesties the drama eliated but 
pathological interest, where it called not for guffaws or 
pious, deferential wonderment. And according to some 
members of the Court soaety permitted to see Wilbaju s 
third (or fourth) yet unpublished play DeuiscMsr MtcJttl ’ 
that is another changeling out of wmd and bombast sired 
by egotism, only more loose jointed, more rambling more 
audacious in the treatment of the omnipresent Ego 



CHAPTER XV 


EXAMPLES OF WILLIAM II *S EGOTISM — THE EMPEROR AND 
LORD LONSDALE — THE QUESTION OF LkSE-MAJEST& AND 
T^IEGALOMANIA — THE EMPEROR’S LOVE OF BEAUTIFUL 
HANDS. 

George III tound a louse on his plate at dinner and 
ordered his whole household shorn, men and women ahke, 
that was brutal, and tyxanmcal, and everj^ t3n:ant has in 
him the makmg of a complete egoist In the case alluded 
to, the egoist turned madman every few years Yet, when 
Kmg George first uttered the maxim . “ Havmg no wish 
save the prosperity of my dominions, I must look upon all 
who would not heartily assist me as bad men as well as 
bad subjects,” no one had the temerity to say that his 
excessive love of self was proof of a deranged mind 
Fredenck WiUiam IV thought exactly like George III , but 
had not stamma enough to act accordmgly His grand- 
nephew (Ludwig) was his alter ego m that respect, and his 
survivmg grand-nephew (Wilham), improvmg on the British 
ancestor, adopted Cahgula’s mottoes . “ There is but one 
master, one kmg,” and “ Let them hate me, if they but 
fear me.” 

The last phrase he used frequently m his pubhc speeches 
during the first half-dozen years of his reign ; after the 
appearance of Qmdde’s pamphlet, he dropped both, to 
avoid odious compansons, and went back to George’s 
petulant screech : “ I wish you well ; therefore, if you do 
not agree with me, as scoundrels and traitors I will flog 
you into obedience ” 
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Long years of acquaintance with the Kaiser have con- 
vinced me that he is morally irresponsible for many of his 
countless acts of assuinption» mjustlce, mavflity and brow 
beating He cannot help them Taking interest m no 
one but his ego, and viewing society (so far as it does not 
directly contnbute to his momentary comfort) as something 
not to be reckoned with, he seems to be nnconsdons of 
the existence of any one besides hiTTw^lf. 

When he goes riding with his wife, and some accident 
to her mount or harness delays her Majesty on the road, 
William proceeds to his destination in the most nncon 
cemed fashion taking his gentlemen, gendarmes, and 
grooms With him neither does he lessen his pace to give 
her Majesty a chance to catch up with the party ‘ Dona ** 
has her own gentlemen and ladies Let them look after her 

Maybe the Kaoser admires a woman he meets in society 
or the wife of a newiy appomted offiaak He will say so 
without reserve extravagantly praising her good points, 
if she has dehcate hands or fine bo«oms That the Empress 
upon whose good graces a woman s position at Court largely 
depends ^viIl tom against the favoured one, strike her 
name from the visitors list, and give her the cold shoulder, 
if ever afterward they meet, does not concern tiim in the 
least He seems to thmV that honour grows again Hke 
hair 

There was Frduktn von BCddm for Instance who 
came up to the Kaiser’s standard of beauty as the central 
figure of some tableaux mvanis arranged for the benefit of 
the Paul Gerhard Sitfi m January 1891 How he raved 
about her hands and feet, her anns and shoulders Photo- 
graphs of the young lady adorned his study private bed 
room an ft the audience-chamber but FrUuUm herself 
never crossed the threshold of the Schloss or Palais, though 
Count Eulenburg prop>osed her for 3reajs successively at 
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evety festive occasion. Auguste Victona simply put her 
foot douTi, and Frdttlcin von Bocldm’s social success was 
a thing of the past. Vilma Parlaghy, the painter, ex- 
penenced something similar The Kaiser had advertised 
tlus woman like a circus, had given her gold medals m 
opposition to the findings of the Committee on Fme Arts 
of the Berlin Academy, and, finally, in the wmter of 1892- 
1893, m\ated her to paint his portrait She came to the 
castle, pnmed for her chcf-d^cetivre, but what a surprise J 
The Empress appeared at her husband s side at every 
sittmg, and watched madame so closely as to make it im- 
possible for tlie artist to do herself justice I have to 
laugh every time I think of the astonished face Vilma made 
when I preceded their Majesties mto the studio 

That the Kaiser’s egotism leads him to regard all state 
resources as his personal property has already been men- 
tioned Everything is his. “ My army,” “ my navy,” 
“ my ports,” “ my fortresses,** “ my funds *’ (meaning the 
state treasury), “ my mmister of war,” “ my chancellor,” 
are expressions we hear as often as “ my horse,” “ my 
boys,” or “ my speech ” In the first week of August, 
1896, when his Majesty suddenly returned from his North- 
land tnp, an officer of the Feld'jagers, whose name I have 
forgotten, was invited to second breakfast “ Sehr schnei- 
dtg, this Herr Lieutenant,” said WiUiam to her Majesty 
across the table, “ but he came near rmmng one of my 
torpedo-boats in trymg to catch up with the Hohenzollern, 
on the way from Maeraak to Bergen If he damages 
another of my vessels, he will have to pay for her ” 

Last year I heard Wilham say at Wilhelmshohe to his 
former teacher, Dr Kius “ Your chief aim must be to 
inoculate into the nsmg youth the sentiment that the 
greatness of the empire depends upon the progressive 
strengthenmg of my navy.” 
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There are certainly many reasons why old “ Uncle 
Chlodwig ” should be allowed to retire but who outside 
the inner orcle, could guess the chief cause of ha re- 
tention in office ? ** The Pnnee Regent of Bayem and 
the Kings of Wflrtcmberg and Sachsen asume the right 
to be heard before I select my new Chancellor — es xu 
tcU'* (it’s downright madness) “Next, his Grace of 
Pyrmont undertake to run my government” This 
is his Majesty’s own explanation which of course does 
not efface the better and more likely one set forth m a 
previous chapter 

William’s egotism even betrays itself m his generosity 
He was fairly beaming with enthusiasm when he informed 
the Court after the Pans Bazaar fire, that he sent his 
cheque for ten thousand francs to the Rehei Committee. 

AH the world vriH talk about it — can man do tooro for 
a national enemy ? ’’ spoke his eyes 

In the evening even before the newspapers bad the 
story a despatch amved from Count PhiHi “ They will 
haul your Imperial and Royal Majesty to Pans m a 
thousand tnumphal cars m 1900 1 But when, a month 
afterward Wtlrtemberg was devastated by floods, the 
Emperor had neither money nor words of sympathy for 
the stneken ones And for the mflitary aid furmahed to 
the mandated Silesians m the fell of 1897 the towns and 
villages were promptly taxed so many pioneer troops so 
many marks for food forage, extra pay and railway fares 
The communes protested Extra pay is out of the 
question What is the use of having soldiers if they 
do not come to the citizens* succour freely and without 
ritum?; for remuneration ? ” 

' Don t dispute wrote back the Minister of War 
the men did extra work, they deserve extra pay ” But 
if five hundred men are ordered to improve his Majesty’s 
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hunting-grounds, as they did at Rommton last year, that 
IS called military “ exercise,” and compensation is out of 
the question 

In August, 1895, the Court moved to Berhn, and it 
was given out simultaneously that his Majesty’s fnend, an 
English gentleman of the highest connections, would spend 
some time with us , namely, the Earl of Lonsdale, or Lord 
Lonsdale as he is usually called, the same with whom the 
Emperor stayed at Lowther Castle the previous summer. 
Ah, the stones of Enghsh mumficence revived by this 
piece of intelligence * Our Master of the Horse, Graf 
Wedel, estimated that the pleasure of entertaimng the 
Kaiser damaged his Lordship’s bank account to the tune 
of a million marks, or more, and Count Eulenburg, who 
was not ver^^ entliusiastic about that Enghsh visit — ^while 
ndmg to the hounds near Pennth his hunter threw him, 
and poor Augustus has been sufienng from headaches ever 
smce — even Eulenburg had only words of praise for the 
noble Bntisher, sentiments which the other gentlemen of 
his Majesty’s smte, Adjutant-General von Plessen and 
Count Mettemich, the latter a Councillor of our London 
Embassy, fully endorsed They all expressed a wilhng- 
ness to make it as pleasant as possible for Lord Londsale, 
the only dissentmg voice being that of the Empress, who 
could not forget that Lonsdale had mtroduced her husband 
to the many beautiful Enghsh women whose praises he 
sang for weeks after his return. 

Lord Lonsdale’s mvitation was for the Pomeraman 
manoeuvres , but he was to come a week before their 
commencement, to get a taste of German town and country 
hfe Theatre parties, parades, excursions by land and 
water, were planned for the amusement of the great man, 
and everything pomted toward a round of pleasant da}^ 
up to a few hours before his Lordship arrived On that 
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morning my mistress asked me to inspect his rooms and 
report to her any possible improvement that the Honse- 
moishal or housekeeper might have overlooked I under- 
stood that the Englishman \yas to have Pnnce Hemy’s old 
quarters and thither I went To my utter astonishment, 
I found a number of servants engaged m covering up the 
furniture and removing flowere and plants 

“ What does this mean ? ** I asked of the head footmam 
“ His Excellency has )uat sent word that the lord wDl 
be lodged at the Hotel Bristol So these rooms are to be 
closed up again *' 

Impossible, ‘ I said * Are you sure there is no mis- 
take ? Her Majesty knows nothing of it” 

* Gnddigste Grafin may believe me that we asked not 
once, hut half a- 4 ozen tunes Think of the tips we 
are going to miss It wQl be a loss of a thousand marks to 
os footmen alone * 

Her Majesty did not know what to say to my mforma 
tiotL However the reception accorded to Lord Lonsdale 
by the Kaiser and Kaiseiin was pleasant enough 

At the Sedan parade, a few days later we women of 
the Court looked in vain for Lord Lonsdale. He was to be 
in the Emperor’s smte, but m the long Ime of ghttenng 
uniforms no foreigner was discernible Finally one of 
our Anglomaniacs discovered his Lordship in the second 
or third row halting at some distance behmd the Em 
jieror the King of Wilrtemberg and a host of small fry 
Pnnees 

At the state dinner held m the "White Hall at 5 30 in 
the afternoon the same distinction of rank was osteata 
tiously upheld his Lordship had to sit down with a lot 
of cheap goldsticks and councillors and when he came 
to look over his mvitation for the grand tattoo in the 
LuzigarUn he found it entitled him to standing room 
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on the Schloss terrace There the proud Englishman 
stood with some of his friends from the banquet and a 
lot of officers’ wives and daughters, listening to the music 
I never would have beheved it, had I not seen him my- 
self If he had raised his eyes, he could have seen their 
Majesties of Germany, of Wurtemberg, and of Saxony on 
the balcony above, holding tea-cups in their hands We 
were ha\’ing supper in the state apartments 

I beckoned the House-marshal, Baron von Lyncker, to 
my side “ Was his Lordship not invited ? ” 

“ No ” 

“ But he IS our guest ” 

“ Y-e-s,” drawled the Baron , “ stiU, here we have 
several Kings and no end of Royal Highnesses to look 
after ” 

“ Surely, the Kaiser will be furious at the oversight ” 

“ No oversight, I assure you If his Majesty had 
wanted him to tea, as well as the banquet, he would have 
said so He went over the hst with Count Eulenburg more 
than once ” 

In Stettin and durmg the whole course of the manoeuvres, 
Lord Lonsdale was treated in the same way as in Berhn * 
the Kaiser was charming to him when they met, but their 
meetings were few and far between, his Lordship being 
alwa}^ lodged at some distance from his host’s head- 
quarters and depended for his company on anybody but 
the high-bom gentleman who had been his guest at 
Lowther Castle. He enjoyed the benefits of the imperial 
hvery so far as carnages and mounts went, but the pnvi- 
lege accorded to every guest of distinction at our Court — 
regular attendance by Kammerdtener and footmen of the 
royal service — ^was demed him And why did the Kaiser 
set the laws of hospitahty at defiance ^ 

Shortly before the Enghshman’s amval m the capital, 
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William learned from Herr von Zedlitz Trfltzschler, Lieu 
tenant m the First Guards, that Lord Lonsdale, when con 
versation had turned upon the dnimg of the European 
nobility had remarked that he thought him-vlf qmte as 
good as the King of Wilrtemberg It happened during 
the stay of the imperial party at Lowther Castle. 

“A simple English nobleman as good as the King of 
Wilrtemberg 1 *’ cried his Majesty This insult to a 
monarch was a direct blow at his self infatuation His ego 
was mightily ^vo^ked up “Have the goodness to call 
Moltke ’ Zedhtz was dismissed with a wave of the hand. 
These were his Majesty s mstmctions to the adjutant 
Inform Count Eulenburg that during the whole of his 
stay Lord Lonsdale must be lodged at a hoteh We have 
room for him neither m the Schloss nor m the royal castle 
at Stettm He is to be treated with the utmost courtesy 
of course, but the fact must not be lost sight of that he 
IS a private gentleman like Mr Poultney Bigelow for 
instance, nothing more. AE Court and mihtary of&aaJs 
must be advised of these mstmctions at once.* 

A certain Hamburg editor who spoke disrespectfully of 
kmgship was also treated to an exhibition of the KaiseFs 
holy teal for avenging affronts upon the royal dignity 
Like most of his coHeagnes throughout Europe, the Ban 
sastaedUr had prmted nuy accounte of the King of Belgium » 
escapades Thunder and Dona I the paper had scarcely 
reached Berlin when a Suit for Use'^m^ssU was brou^t by 
the pubhc prosecutor I 

“ I will prove my assertions * said the journalist. 

* Such evidence is inadmissible the intention to hold 
royalty up to ndicule and contempt alone counts. 

The newspaper man got ten months It reminds one 
of Pedro Arbues s dictum * Innocent or not let the 
Jew be fned 
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It lias been charged that the Kaiser’s hostile attitude 
toward Greece during her late w^ar was pnmanly dictated 
by his desire to obhge a handful of Berlin and Frankfurt 
stock-jobbers ; the deal, if there was one, had, of course, 
nothing to do with the Guelph Fund story, mentioned else- 
w here m tins volume, but those in daily attendance upon 
their Majesties are more correctly informed If Soplue 
of Prussia, now Duchess of Sparta, had not become an 
apostate, and incidentally if m}?^ mistress had not insisted 
upon horseback exercise and weanng awfully tight corsets 
dunng her advanced pregnancy, the Empress would pro- 
bably have gone her fuU time with the child subsequently 
named Joachim As it happened, the boy was pre- 
maturely bom dunng a fit of passion m which her Majesty 
indulged upon heanng the news that her sister-in-law 
was about to embiace the Greek faith Little Joachim 
IS a weakling, given to epilepsy, and this condition the 
Kaiser charges to his sister’s “ bad conduct ” Ergo, 
when her adopted country got into trouble, WiUiam never 
stopped to think that by hostile demonstrations he im- 
penUed the throne upon which a Prussian Pnncess was 
to sit His insulted self-love alone had a voice m the 
pohtics of the day, and its crj’- was for revenge While 
her Majesty, whose Lutheran fanaticism is easily aroused, 
talked of “ God’s chastisement about to overtake Sophie ” 
Wilham openly avowed that he meant to bnng the Duchess 
of Sparta to her knees “ I wiU have no rebels m my 
family,” he said That, while engaged m the pleasant 
pastime of correctmg an obstreperous relative, he had 
occasion to serve his fnend, the Sultan, was an after- 
thought no less satisfactory to the impenal Captam 
Bobadil than the opportumties offered for thnistmg a 
thorn mto Czar Nicholas’s side, for pulhng at the heart- 
stnngs of venerable King Chnstian, for enraging “Uncle 



288 


PRIVATE LIVES OF 


Bertie ” and for giving his mother renewed proof of the 
full extent of her impotence 

This passion for browbeating for hnmblmg one’s de- 
pendents, and for striking terror into the hearts of the 
weak, IS one of the characteristics of Cesarean insanity 
It moved Caligula to wild laughter when looking np from 
table, he observed two consuls on the other side of the 
board 

“ What may provoke Thy Divinity’s mirth ? ” 

‘ The thought that it requires but a movement of 
my thumb to have your heads take the place of the boars* 
on yonder platter *’ 

The erase to show off** is egoism on its hind legs, 
— a very different brand from the harmless amnsement 
William finds m pronouncing toasts to his grandmother 
in the words ‘ I dnnk to the health of the Qneen of 
Great Britain and Ireland Empress of India, Ctntf of 
my FiTsi Guari, Dragoons ** or even from the speech the 
Kaiser made m deposing Count Waldersee as Chief of 
the General Staff, when he msmuated that, by removing 
him to the province where her Majesty the Empress 
first saw the light royal honours (instead of a slight) 
were conferred upon him 

Some of our courtiers e»nise all the Kaiser does on 
the plea of impulsiveness a condibon which they take to 
be on attribute of genius. 

But woe to others assuming like privileges 1 There 
was Nicholas for instance now Caar of all the Rus si as 
but merdy a gay young gentleman when a visitor at our 
Court on the occasion of Pnneess Marguerite’s wedding 
in January, 1893 No wonder a week of state banquets 
nrtf^ parades, and parades and state banquets made him 
long for less formal amusements On the evening of 
January 27 when the Kaiser and Kaiserm and the rest of 
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the nation’s great were expecting his Impenal Highness 
at tlic palace of Count Schouvalow, then Russian Am- 
bassador, he sent his regrets, adding that he was enjoy- 
ing himself so hugel}^ it would be a shame to break up 
his part}^ As we sat down wthout the guest of honour, 
WiUiam’s face was a study . wrath, tempered by sur- 
pnsc, was pictured in every hne of it He showed his 
annoj’ance, yet seemed to be mcredulous of the shght 
offered As her I^Iajesty expressed it, he thought for a 
time it ivas all a joke ; that any one m his sober senses 
should dare to affront lum, he refused to beheve How- 
ever, even before Roman punch was served, everybody 
m the festive chambers knew that the Czarovitch wsls 
at Duke Gunther’s in the Palais Pourtales, whither he 
had gone at one o’clock, and where a motley array of rakes, 
French marquises, and dancing-girls used to convene. 
They had a great time, those two royal bachelors and 
their fnends, and when, finally, his Impenal Highness’s 
adjutant reminded him that it was necessary to prepare 
for the supper at the Embassy, Nicholas vowed that he 
preferred an hour \vith his Mignon to an eternity with 
all the German Emperors and Empresses that ever hved. 
At the concert, I heard Count Schouvalow whisper to 
his wife : “ The Kaiser msists upon reportmg this business 
to the Czar, with all details, the Empress Fredenck’s 
protest and my own notwithstandmg. As for Duke 
Gunther, he told her Majesty that he will kick him out 
of the army.” 

The Duke of Schleswig, accordmgly, got his walking- 
papers and Czar Alexander a funous letter complaining 
of his son’s disregard for the decencies of hfe and de- 
nouncing his prochvities for vice But twenty-one 
months later they earned Alexander to the Peter-Paul 
Cathedral a dead man, and Nicholas, the slurred and 

T 
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despised, mounted the throne of the Northern Empire. 
The period of uncertainty and amaety respecting the 
Russo-German enimU that followed, until at last the 
Breslau meeting was arranged, must be still fresh m the 
reading public’s memory 

The other inddent alluded to happened at the banquet 
held in honour of Li Hung Chang at the Neues Palais m 
Jime, 1896 Toward the dose of the repast, Gun-diaiger 
Rieger on duty behind the Emperor’s chair handed his 
master a despatch To tear open the envelope, read 
the message, and burst out laughmg was the work of a 
moment These strange antics — they must have been 
strange indeed in the eyes of a Chinese — the Bismarck 
of the yellow jacket and the three-eyed peacock s feather 
viewed with wonderment and WiHiam observing LTs 
looks, ordered the interpreter to inform the Viceroy that 
his, the B^aiser’s, merriment was caused by the news of 
an important engagement of mamage. Now Li wanis 
to know everything, whether it be the bottom of a fTtagfium 
or a family affair So he sent word that he would be obliged 
if his Majesty cared to teH him which of his friends had 
made a fool of himself. 

In answer the Kaiser handed the mteipreter the tele- 
gram It announced the betrothal of the Pnnee of 
Naples to Princess Helene of Montenegro 

Soon afterward the dinner came to an end and Ij 
still puiding heard the Kaiser say a few words to Count 
Eulenburg which made that gentleman laugh even more 
immoderatd.y than the Kaiser had done. * See what the 
joke is, and be sure to get a satisfactory answer at last,” 
demanded the Viceroy impatiently 

‘The Kaiser” — this was the answer brought back — 
told Count Eulenburg that the grandmother of Princess 
Helene of Montenegro had been a peddler of chestnuts ” 
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Wliat his Majesty really said was this : “ Der thre 
Grossmutta hai iiocli mii Kastamcn auf der Sirassc vagtrend 
gcJmudclt." (Tins one’s grandmother was but a street 
vagabond, peddling chestnuts.) His Excellency himself 
IS authonty for this corrected version, which he related 
to lier Majest}^ and some of her ladies the same afternoon 

The new’s from Rome was an awful blow to my 
mistress, for up to then she had never given up hope that 
Victor Emmanuel W’ould marry her sister Feo. The 
Kaiser’s brutal joke helped her over the embarrassmg 
situation 

“ An excellent bon mot^'* she exclaimed ; “ it shall have 
a place in my diary.” 

If the saying had but remained between the covers 
of that precious volume, the key of which rests on her 
jMajesty’s lieart ! But it was thought good enough to 
become a ” ivmged word ” among the fnends of the im- 
penal couple, and of course found its way to the Qmnnal 
Since then the alliance between Germany and Italy has 
practically ceased to exist. 

As a flash of gemus, too, those amiable pick-thanks 
praised the Kaiser’s feat at Darmstadt (November, 1897), 
when, standmg on the castle balcony with the Czar, he 
suddenly placed his arm about Nicholas’s shoulders, thereby 
giving Herr Feisler, the imperial photographer-m-ordmary, 
on watch below, a chance for a sensational snapshot. 
Feisler promptly turned the negative over to a Berhn 
speculator, and soon the show-wmdows offered ocular 
proof “ that the relations between Berhn and St. Peters- 
burg were of the most cordial character.” But when 
the pictures reached Muscovite dealers, ten days later, 
a decree of confiscation went forth ; the photographs 
were pronounced apocryphal, and the offiaal telegraph 
and news compames received orders to “ display this 
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despised mounted the throne of the Northern Empire. 
The period of uncertainty and anxiety respecting the 
Russo-German enienic^ that followed, until at last the 
Breslau meeting was arranged, must be still fresh in the 
readmg pubhc *5 memory 

The other mddent afluded to happened at the banquet 
held m honour of Li Hung Giang at the Neu«s Palais in 
June 1896 Toward the close of the repast. Gun-charger 
Rieger on duty behind the EmperDr*s chair, handed his 
master a despatch To tear open the envelope, read 
the message, and burst out laughing, was the work of a 
moment. These strange antics — they must have been 
strange indeed in the eyti of a Chinese — the Bismarck 
of the yellow jacket and the three-eyed peacock’s feather 
viewed with wonderment, and WHliam, observing LTs 
looks ordered the interpreter to inform the Viceroy that 
his, the Kaisers memment was caused by the news of 
an important engagement of marriage Now Li wants 
to know everything, whether it be the bottom of a m«gn«m, 
or a family affair So he sent word that he wonld be obliged 
if his Majesty cared to teH him which of his friends had 
made a fool of himself 

In answer the Kaiser handed the mteipreter the tele- 
gium It announced the betrothal of the Prince of 
Naples to PnnccK Helene of Montenegro 

Soon afterward the dumer came to an end, and Li, 
still punling heard the K^ser say a few words to Connt 
Eulenburg which made that gentleman laugh even more 
immoderately than the Kaiser had done. See what the 
Joke is, and be sure to get a satisfactory answer at last,” 
demanded the Viceroy impatieatly 

* The Kaiser ’ — this was the answer brou^t bade — 
told Count Eulenburg that the grandmother of Princess 
Hdene of Montenegro had been a peddler of chestnnts ” 
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\\niat Ills Majesty really said was this : “ Der ihre 
Crossmuifc) hat iwch imi Kasiamcn auf dcr Strasse vagirend 
gchauddt.^^ (This one’s grandmother was but a street 
vagabond, peddhng chestnuts.) His Excellency hunself 
is authont}^ for this corrected version, which he related 
to her Ma]est}» and some of her ladies the same afternoon 

The ness’s from Rome svas an asvful blow to my 
mistress, for up to then she had never given up hope that 
Rhetor Emmanuel ss’ould marry her sister Feo The 
Kaiser’s brutal joke helped her over the embarrassmg 
situation. 

** An excellent bon she exclaimed ; “ it shall have 
a place m my diary.” 

If the saying had but remamed between the covers 
of that precious volume, the key of which rests on her 
Majesty’s heart I But it was thought good enough to 
become a ” wmged svord ” among the fnends of the im- 
penal couple, and of course found its way to the Quinnal. 
Since then the alliance between Germany and Italy has 
practically ceased to exist. 

As a flash of genius, too, those amiable pick-thanks 
praised the Kaiser’s feat at Darmstadt (November, 1897), 
when, standmg on the castle balcony with the Czar, he 
suddenly placed his arm about Nicholas’s shoulders, thereby 
giving Herr Feisler, the impenal photographer-m-ordinary, 
on watch below, a chance for a sensational snapshot 
Feisler promptly turned the negative over to a Berlm 
•speculator, and soon the show-windows offered ocular 
proof “ that the relations between Berlm and St Peters- 
burg were of the most cordial character.” But when 
the pictures reached Muscovite dealers, ten days later, 
a. decree of confiscation went forth; the photographs 
were pronounced apocrjrphal, and the offiaal telegraph 
and news compames received orders to “display this 
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piece of intelligence and give wide publicity to the fa.ct 
that a fraud had been practised upon the public,” 

Then there was that greatest of Berlin military spec- 
tacles, the annual spring parade on the Tempdhofer Feld 
(June i) which in all sorts of weather at tracts Berliners 
by the hundred thousand besides tens of thousands of 
visiting foreigners, I-ast year (1897) the heavens were 
most considerate, — a beautiful, clear sky neither ex- 
cessive heat nor annoying dust — the masses promised 
themselves most elaborate pageants Everybody was 
quite sure that not only the usual two but at least three, 
passmgs by of the Guard Corps would take place But 
the reverse happened The troops had no sooner filed 
by their Majesties once, than the Kaiser delivered a short 
entitle, and that done trotted ofi the field, amid ommoua 
silence and facing a most disrespectful populace. By 
the time the gala coaches with the ladies of the Court 
were driven along the lines however the public had 
recovered its voice, 

* If they can’t attend a review together without fight 
ing let stay at home.” ’"Why did she not get off 
her horse and into her carnage ? ” ’ Nesrt year we will 
aE bring a box of cold-cream along ” Wli such and 
jrfmnAT remarks coined for our benefit, we were bombarded 
as we slowly wended our way to the spot where her 
Majesty’s landau was halting 

** Heavens,” I said, they are talking of the Empres I ” 

* Is it possible ? ” rephed Countess B with a httic 

shudder 

When, finally wo caught up with her Majesty s suite, 
the reason for abrupt ending of the parade was learned. 
After drawing up m hue the Kaiser had his wife a 
uniform and accoutrement critically and missed the 
special decoration given her by Queen Victoria, portraits 
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of Victoria and Albert, surroimded by a chain of brilliants 
He was furious. ‘‘ How could you lose that precious 
jewel ? ” he demanded, disregardmg the presence of his 
adjutants ; “ next you will drop the Regent ^ in some 
gutter, and I shall have to make good the loss ” 

“ I do not know,” stuttered the Empress. “ Frau 
von Haake fastened it to my breast.” 

“ Haake did ? Well, I just long to give her a piece of 
my mind I ” And m order to jump on that miserable 
maid with as httle delay as possible, the puissant war- 
lord cut m two the proudest mihtary review of the year, 
to which Princes by the score and all the Ambassadors 
and jMimsters had been mvited, while half the town had 
turned out m its honour ! And Paul of Russia was called 
a madman for running a mile to cane a soldier I The 
ornament, by the way, was returned by an honest work- 
man, who found it m the grass and who got less than 
the legal ^ fee as reward, and no recompense for his 
traveUmg expenses to Potsdam 

“ One step above the subhme makes the ndiculous, 
and one step above the ndiculous makes the sublime 
agam.” ^ After chasmg, Paul-fashion, from the parade 
to wrangle with a servant, his Majesty sat down to dedicate 
a number of Bibles for the new Berhn gamson church, 
mscribmg them as follows : 

“ I will walk among you and will be your God and ye 
shall be my people.” “Ye shall walk m all the ways 
which I have commanded you.” “ Without me ye can 

^ A large diamond, the finest of the Prussian crown-jewels The crown- 
jewels are only lent to the incumbent of the throne, who has to make losses 
good 

- In Apnl, 1898, the man brought suit against the impenal treasury on 
that account Case yet imdeaded 

® This vtot from Thomas Fame’s "Age of Reason” (published 179 S) seems 
±0 be the original of Napoleon’s remark after his return from the disastrous 
Russian campaign “ From the subhme to the ndiculous, there is but one step ” 
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do nothing ” He signed each sentence ‘ Wflhehn Im- 
■perator, Rex," and onutted quotation marks, as well as 
book, chapter, and verse, by which to indicate the origin 
of the phrases' "They shall stand by themselves as 
expressions of my royal will,” he said to her Majesty 

In September followed the “ dhdne-appomtment ” 
speech at CoblenU, and In December Prince Hefainch’s 
declaration of self-abasement “I will carry forth the 
evangel of your Majesty’s sacred person , I will preach 
it to those who want to hear it and also to those who 
don’t want to hear it” If this be not progressive big 
headedness, it wonld be idle mockery , yet no one ac- 
quainted with William and his wajra will consider the 
alternative for a moment. On the contrary, it is a well 
authenticated fact that his Majesty has taken Vespasian’s 
death bed jest — “ Vae futo deus fio ” (Methinis I am 
becoming a god) — m brutal eamrat frem the beginning 
of his rdgn. I have now before me a copy of a despatch 
his Majesty sent to Pnnce Bismarck from Constantinople 
on November 9 1889 all the ladies and gentlemen 

of the Court not in the Kaiser’s smte on that occasion, 
havmg received fac-siiniles of the message to keep them 
posted on the imperial party’s progress. 

“We had an excellent voyage from Stamboul,” says 
the imperial navigator, — "weather splendid, colonr-efiects 
and iHuininatioiis on land and sea surpassing anything 
heretofore known Yesterday the air was so dear, I 
saw the peaks and the continent of Pdagomes all at 
once, a sight whidi never before greeted mortal 

M 

eyes 

Hera we “ Prussia's ally of Rossbach and Denne- 
wit* ' — thti3 his Majesty nsnally refers to the Ahmghty— 

* TTw an trwMrIbcd from Levttio:^ ixH. la Deul«r»MOT ▼ 33 ^ 

John rr 5 . 
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engaged ^ shifting clouds and manipulating the heavenly 
hghts to give WiUiam an unheard-of treat ; but with all 
that, th® Kaiser really indulged m unwonted humihty 
by descfi^mg optics as mortal, for in his eveiy-day 
speech, ^ ^ m pubhc addresses, he claims to be 

all-seem,g* Thus he warned the marmes at Kiel, on 
Novemb*®!^ 23 > iS 93 > "to behave when visitmg foreign 
countne®» ^ his “ ^7® watchmg them, whether at 
home oi^ abroad, by day or by night” 

“ M^i^® wonders,” said one of the Emperor’s sisters ; 
“ I suppose he wiU next mvite Luna to sleep with him, 
like a c'Oi^^n Koman Emperor, who regarded himself as a 
god.” 

In fhe last week of June, 1897, my mistress received 
most a^^nmug nows from Hehgoland “ In the course 
of som® manoeuvres,” said Count Waldersee’s cipher de- 
spatch, ^0 Kaiser narrowly escaped drowmng. For 
Qnd’s sake, beg his Majesty to desist from gomg to sea 
m heaiO^ weather ” 

a matter of fact, there had been no naval exercises ; 
Wilharii got n wettmg while attemptmg to cross from 
the to the Hamburg Liner Columbta in a 

raging storm His unreasonable love for having every- 
thing his own way led him to attempt the impossible at 
sea a^ Suetomus tells us Cahgula did before him The 
C£0sar» "^0 gather from that chromcler, liked to embark 
dunn^ tempestuous weather, “ merely to show his prowess 
and iP order to persuade the masses that he exercised a 
certau^ mfluence over the elements ” The people of 
his hpnsehold were forced to accompany him, and one 
of theO^» named Silanus, was executed for absentmg him- 
self ffom the dangerous outmgs. It looks almost as if 
the fonr of sharmg Silanus’s fate (in moderated form) 
something to do with Waldersee’s appeal to the 
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once said “was just such a man, but fortunately he 
hod a wife that prodded him on and forced httn to acquire 
knowledge and assume at Ic^t a semblance of interest In 
literature and the fine arts.*^ 

Wedlock made of Henry a thoroughly self-satisfied 
person , he was master of his house, and responsible to 
no one for his likes and dislikes now except, of course, 
such as affected the service But being devoted to the 
sea, he takes restrictions of that kmd as something aim 
to the inevitable. As to the relations between the rcyal 
brothers, they were never hearty and are frequently 
stramed Prmcess Irene and my mistress dislike each 
other, and the men, qmte naturally, take their wives 
parts. As a subordinate officer, however, his Royal 
Highness has always done his very utmost to please the 
Emperor While In the family arcle the Kaiser is gene- 
rally spoken of as “big brother,^' “ big cousin ” and so 
forth, Hemiich never fails to designate and address him 
as * Lord of the Sea,“ or “ High AdmiraL" He consults 
him about the merest details concerning bis command 
and professes to be thorou^ily happy only when his 
Majesty approves of his conduct as a manner Twice, 
or oftener I heard him say to William during his occa 
sional visits to Berlin and Potsdam “ Do not forget about 
that speech of mine for the Maime Clnb dinner," or 
If you cannot come ** (to this or that opening or naval 
exerase) “ be sure to send me the speech You can 
tnTlc it over the telephone and I will have a stenographer 
ready at the other end to take it down, word for word.“ 
Withm the knowledge of some male colleagues of mine 
the Kaiser too was heard to say once or twice “Now 
I shall have to telephone the speech Prince Henry is 
expected to dehver to-morrow To be the inteficctual 
giant of one’s family has its drawbacks " 
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There lives not a man or woman at Court who does 
not intuitively feel that Prince Henry’s speech of Decem- 
ber 15 was conceived and dictated by the person ad- 
dressed, from the openmg words : “ Exalted Emperor, 
Puissant Kmg and Master, lUustnous Brother,” to the 
closing phrase : “ Our sublime, mighty, beloved Kaiser, 
Kmg and Lord for all tunes, for ever and ever— hurrah, 
hurrah, hurrah I” William wrote it word for word, as 
he did a dozen other tirades mflicted by his brother 
upon festive and official gatherings, and if I feared not to 
rum the careers of some men in office, I could name people 
of high standmg who saw the manuscript. 

In regardmg his “mission” of chief arbiter of the 
world as an evangel, as a revelation of the grace of 
God to fallen man through him, the anointed mediator, 
the Kaiser follows a practice estabhshed by the majority 
of, if not by all, victims of insane big-headedness. 

Every once in a while the Palace is startled by in- 
formation that somebody — Bebel, Liebknecht, or Richter 
— wiU rise m Parhament to denounce the Kaiser m plam 
and unmistakable language as a madman, or the same 
intention is imputed to some member of the royal or 
grand-ducal diets m Mumch, Stuttgart, or Carlsnihe. 
As parhamentary speeches enjoy unlimited immunity, 
the Kaiser’s friends and the various cabinets throughout 
the Fatherland are ever on the alert to prevent a scandal 
of that kmd, for if the thought now seethmg m the brains 
of many were hurled among the masses, the government 
would be seriously embarrassed, the Empue’s prestige 
would suffer immensely, and the catastrophe itsdf might 
be very much accelerated. It is an acknowledged fact 
that the discrownmg of the Kaiser’s mad relatives plunged 
the one mto hopeless melancholia and exasperated the 
other so as to drive him to smcide, and as Wilham’s 
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mental condition In its present aspect, appears to be 
identical nvith the initial stages of Frederick 'WDlkm’s 
and Lndwig*s disease, everythmg is avoided that wonld 
seem like a repetition of the mistakes made m the treat- 
ment of those raonarchs. 

The poor Empress knows nothing of these sad suspicions 
and fears , to her loving eye the Kaiseris increasing eccen 
tncities are but flashes of genius — -that genius of winch 
he likes to talk to her She even regards lightly — or 
as attnbutes of a kingly sportsman — those physical de- 
bilities m WlHiam and certain traits in his character which 
pathology includes among the symptoms of insanity of 
power — his tendency to cmdty and his hankering for 
blood. When I speak of these dipnaia here, it is not 
done in an effort to prove the Emperor insane (such an 
undertakhig would be presumptive on the part of a lay 
man) I merdy desire to complete the picture of 
Wmiam n as he is physically and mentally by settmg 
dmvn facts and recording observations which it was my 
pnvilege and misfortune to experience and witness leaving 
the reader to draw his own conclusions 

Doubtless the telegrams to the Empress following in 
the wake of aH imperial hunting excursions and announc- 
ing the number of game idlied, are very gratifying from a 
sportsman's standpoint but, consldenng that William s 
rmgn yielded not a single act of pardon, or of humane 
idnHnpjw these records of blood appear the reverse of 
harmless It is one thing to measure strength and wits 
pTifl the veloaty of ones own or ones horse’s legs with 
the beasts of the forest, and another to butcher game, 
released fro m the pens by the hundred, as the Kaiser 
does every fourth day in the year The Indian Sultan 
Tc^hlak once set out with a large hunting party for the 
district of Boram when he arrived in the territory he 
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told liK nttcndniit*^ lie lind not romc to kill beasts, but 
men. and ‘‘without obviou*^ reason,*’ says his biographer, 
Ii)n Ratut 1. '* he bec.in to m.isciacrc the natives After 
putting the ntirais of a large toven to the sword, hundreds 
of others were gnen o\cj to the Sultan’s elephants, wduch, 
throwing them in the air, eaught them on knives fastened 
to their tu-ilcs, or trampled them under foot to the sound 
of trumpets and the beating of dnims ” That is onl)' 
one histone c' ample of main, where the hunting fever 
has developed into mmderous frenzy 

During the la>l five or six years of his hfe, Ludwag II 
usal to \ai\ the monotoiu' of his exertions for mventmg 
new building projects by studying minute accounts of 
battles and other gor}' happenings, and afterward, his 
brain aflame wath visions of blood, he w^ould fall upon a 
flunky or chasseur to strangle, bite, cut off his ear, or 
othcnvise maim him The Bav^anans are still paying 
pensions to rov'al servants vvdio lost a nose, an eye, a leg, 
or the u-^c of other limbs, by their master’s cruel mania. 

Some time ago the Emperor was boasting that he had 
killed his fifty-thousandth head of game “When I 
think of the number of annuals in my forests,” he added, 

“ I feel like Fredenck the Great at Kolm when he shouted 
to lus squadrons • ‘ Dogs, would ye hve for ever ? ’ t 
hope to double and treble my shooting record during the 
next ten years If a King cannot go to war, he must be 
content with practising m the forest It keeps one m 
fighting trim, anyhow ” 

I talked about the foregoing with one of the physicians 
who attended his Majesty’s late cousm “ I did not 
know that the Kaiser was mfatuated with the chase,” 
said the doctor, “ but might have guessed it, as the char- 
acter of his speeches portends an unnustakable cravmg 
for blood. His constant references to war, his mcessant 
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admonitions to the army that it must die for Viim, his 
abominable, oft repeated summons to the soldiers to hold 
themselves m readiness to slaughter their parents brothers, 
and sisters with gun, sabre, or lance, are analogous to the 
ravmgs I heard from the lips of Lndwig time and again. 
My late patient frequently spent whole days in devising new 
tortures for imaginary culprits, and the gigrung of death 
warrants (most of them fictitious) gave him rare pleasure, ’ 
How the Emperor feds about signing death warrants, 
I do not know I know only that he signs every one 
submitted to him, and that In all wnte of execution, 
issued since Emperor Fredenck^s demise, there occurs the 
phrase * His Majesty having refused to mterfere, the 
delinquent is to die by the sword ** fix. Like most selfish 
persons, \TOliam is hard hearted and never pardons any 
body save duellists or officers punished for exceeding 
their authonty He approves of insane big headedness 
even m others Previous to the WiHiam the First cele- 
bration many thousand petitions arrived m the Elaiser’s 
rnail, but his Ma3esty being bu^ with the p r epa rations 
for WilUhalm ’ refused even to see the extracts and 
recommendations which the Minister of Justice had pre- 
pared from the papers sent in * I have no time for 
miscreants,’ he said to Herr wm Lucanua let a few 
men suffering for defending their honour sword or pistol 
in hand, be poked out and I will set them free. As for 
the rest, th^ must take thear medicine” When Pro- 
feffior Mommsen dechned the title of * EiceHeucy’ it 
was whispered m the Palace that his Majesty’s refusal 
to interfere on behalf of the numerous writers and authors 
imprisoned for thdr political convictions prompted the 
historian but, as a matter of fact Mommsen acted on 
the score that it would be absurd to accept honours at 
the hands of a craxy peiBon* 
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The Munich medical man already quoted went on to 
say that consultation with the Emperor’s physicians con- 
vinced hrni that Wilham was very much hke Ludwig 
in respect to physical ailments and their consequences. 
“Like the Kaiser, my old master was possessed of an 
abnormal fear of illness, and the very thought of bodily 
pains as the result of indisposition, a dental operation, 
for instance, umnanned him ” To his nervous condition 
the doctor attributes Ludwig’s general cowardice. 

But m fact the Kaiser is a courageous man. I had occa- 
sion to verify that at the review of the Second and Third 
Guard Lancers on Bomstadter Feld in May, 1892, when 
his mount, a high-stepping stallion, exated by the pre- 
sence of so many other horses, bolted twice and could 
scarcely be kept under rein. The Empress and Prince 
Henry, who had come over for the day, urged his Majesty 
agam and agam to change horses (there is always a second 
m reserve) , but he refused to be persuaded, and all of 
us passed a dreadful hour, expectmg every minute to 
see the sovereign become a victim of his obstmacy. At 
the Berhn not of 1891, he displayed a vahant spint, but 
at times, when suddenly confronted by danger, his nerves 
become unstrung, and the Prussian eagle, nolens volens, 
flaunts the white feather. 


Members of the entourage who accompanied his Majesty 
to roeckelwitz m June, 1892, teH a saddening story to 
e p^t. It appears that his Majesty commanded his 

* 1,1 to fetch him from the station with 

ou e earn of royal blacks, which he had admired on 

a seat on the box at the 

went wdl everything 

where the horses shiedtt 1 

chonie • on,! V patriotic chants of a peasant’s 

cnorus . and who would blame tb.,. 5 
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of the carrossters, these harmless folks doubled their en 
thusiasm, ond to bring matters to a climax one of thpm 
wa^ ed a flag Now the leaders rose on thar hind' legs, 
the cross-picccs got loose and began knocking against 
their pasterns and off they were at a furious rate, Dohna, 
with keen presence of mind, let the reins of the runaways 
slip and hung the more forably on to those of the shaft 
horses, which, of course, tried to follow the others. He 
let them run for a while hut without entirely losing 
control, and as they were about to plunge mto a bed of 
harrows with teeth exposed, he succeeded m checking 
the team A gallop of a couple of hundred yards on 
freshly ploughed ground finished the blacks, and from 
there to the castle they went steadily 

The Kaiser put his arm round his host when the 
horses started off and when the danger was past pressed 
Count Dohna’s hand, but did not say a word When 
the drag amved at the manor house, he had to be helped 
down from his seat. The ladies, who received his Majesty 
at the door say that his face was deadly pale and his hps 
c omp re s sed Their greeting and congratulations he did 
not seem to observe, but crept to his room assisted by 
his chasseur and adjutants 

When, an hour later, he appeared at dinner he had 
not yet recovered his speech, and after vainly endeavour- 
ing to swallow a spoonful of soup rose and retired, sup- 
ported hy Dr Leuthold, who allowed no one to see his 
patient. The Kaiser missed breakfast, but attended 
luncheon still looking pale and haggard. Then, for the 
first tune, he greeted the ladies of the house and spoke 
a few words to his host, but when a sprightly young mas 
at table referred to the accident, he bade her keep silence 
by an unpenous gesture of the hand, while a tremor 
seemed to run throng his body He would not hear of 
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they were doing the correct thing, and were inconsolable 
on hearing of the danger involved by such heroic treat- 
ment However, os at the same tune they had opened 
the Kaiser*8 locked teeth and pulled his tongue into jdace, 
thev hod done something to relieve the poor man- 
The other attack happened at the Berlm Schloss, also 
in the Kaiser's own chamber and in the presence of one 
of his wardrobemen The attendmg physical circum 
stances were the same, and so was, cunonsly enough 
the explanation to the household hy Court-marshal Count 
Eulenbnrg “His Majesty has a peenhar way of throw- 
ing himself backward into an arm-chair,” said his Excel- 
lency to the heads of departments, who are expected to 
disseminate the information received at head-quarters 
among the membera of their stafi— * he throws hfanself 
mto a chair with full force, and under the arcnmstanccs 
it 13 not to be wondered at that a fauUuU breaks down 
under 1dm occasionally” The Emperor hnT>!tf>lh after 
eadi stroke, talked at table of the wrfluchts worm-eaten 
chairs that were considered good enough to be placed 
m his chamber The idea that any Court marshal should 
infirm pieces of furmture to Wflliam the-Spendthnft 
13 too preposterous to admit of discussion I-ately, I 
am told the Kaiser'e malady has taken a more aggravated 
form, the premomtory sensations having ceas^ The 
falling sicknsts comes npon him snddenty nowadays and, 
as in the two instances noted he lapses mto inswisibihty 
withont a moment's notice when grand mal takes hold 
of him His Majesty is therefore at present in more 
immment danger of suffering injury by the falls peculiar 
to the disease than ever before, and as a precautionaiy 
measure all porcelain vases with cut flowers have been 
removed from his rooms the order including even the 
massive silver receptades the Em pr e ss gave her husband 
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for a birthday present. Two of them, filled ivith the 
choicest flowers, stood formerly on the Kaiser’s desk, 
and two more on the centre-table of his dressing-room. 
My mistress had a good cry when Kammodtcncr Brach- 
witz told her they had been locked away by order of 
Count Eulenburg, who was actmg on the admce of the 


body-physician. 

AH the women the Kaiser ever loved were noted for 
the dehcaqr, whiteness, and perfect proportions of their 
hands. His admiration for Madame Herbette is said to have 
begun and ended at her slender finger-tips. But since her 
Majesty’s jealousy and the anonjnnous letter fiends weaned 
him of woman’s society this ismcy, at first a mere weakness, 
has abnormally increased 


Affectmg a general disregard of w^omen, as has been his 
wont for the last two or three years, the Kaiser of late 
flatly refuses to notice any lady he meets in society beyond 
a mere recognition, unl^ she has fine hands. If she satis- 
fi^ his idea of beauty in this one respect (she may have 
the nose of a Kalmuck, be chicken-breasted or hump- 
ac e ), e will draw her into conversation, compliment 
her md on gomg away, kiss her hand, -once if under fire 

and oftener when 

X teen obliged to advance 

lelek ^rnth is, most of those 

hands while ornaments he noticed on female 

hands whUe admiring and fondUng them. 

her Maie^^” obligatory at Court to wear gloves, and 
hand insist ° blessed with an exqnisitely-shaped 
but X be stricfly observed, 

t arid of society 

remove their gloves, “ I Kttle nse for a gloved 



3o8 private lives OF 

hand and arm as for a veiled lady in a redingote '* he said 
once. 

“ A funny simile, — where does the redingote come in ? ” 
Cned Princess Fco of Mdningen 

“ It stands for the arm-covermg, Du Nasewns " (you 
know-all) 

The Kaiser, yon must know, while addressing his devo- 
tions first and above all to pretty hands is enchanted when 
a finely modelled arm crowns the cJt€f‘4*CBttvre He is not 
very generons but he can be quite munificent when select- 
ing presents for women with fine hands and arms, even if 
the gifts are acnfi-obllgatory ones When brooches or 
breast pins are distnbuted, his Majesty takes no interest 
in the ceremomes, but rings and bracelets he likes to put 
on himself. 

One of the titled ladies of the household describes the 
mode of her “ decoration ** by the Emperor as follows 
** He bade me to be at the S<diloss (the Court was staying 
at Potsdam then) on a certain day at two o dock in the 
afternoon I had to come veiled to pr ev ent possible re- 
cognition. 

“ When I entered his Majesty’s private room he was 
standing m the middle of the chamber His face was not 
so pale as nsuaL ‘ Take off j^ur veil and coat * he said, 
and until I had complied with hia command his manner 
exp r e ssed impatience I wore a waist with dbow-sleeves 
garnished with long lace. This is excellent said the 
Kaiser, as I pulled off my gloves He went to the alcove 
Ruti selected from among several jewel boxes one of for 
midable sixe. From it he took a bracelet in the fonn of a 
snake, and, drawing it out to its full length, placed It around 
my arm. It extended over the elbow I thanked the 
Kaiser and he kissed my arm again and again between 
the golden circlets and what struck me as peculiar ’ con- 
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eluded her Ladyship, with an innocent giggle, “was that 
his Majesty held my httle finger m his hand aU the time.” 

Poor, vain creature I she thought, and she thinks to-day, 
that she was the 'premiere of this comedy, and that the im- 
penal stage-manager shelved it after this one performance. 
Yet there are dozens of women and girls m Berhn and 
Potsdam, in Kiel and Breslau and Komgsberg, hugging 
similar trophies of royal favour, but all are not chatterboxes. 

A httle while ago I was adminng a new-fashioned sleeve 
which had just been perfected m the Empress’s miUmery 
rooms It belonged to an evemng denu-toilet, and was 
slashed in half-a-dozen places on and under the arm. “ It’s 
very novel,” I said, “ but what an amount of work I These 
slashes are as carefully sewed as button-holes.” 

“ All,” smiled the simple-mmded seEunstress, “ our papa ” 
(meamng the Emperor) “must always have space for his 
kisses If you once give him a finger, he wants the whole 
arm.” 

The Emperor never forgets a hand after he has seen it 
once, a circumstance which keeps her Majesty m a turmoil 
of jealous rage. Sometimes, when they dnve out together, 
Wfiham mterrupts her conversation to say : “ Dona, look 
at that woman’s hand. I mean the lady who came out 
of So-and-So’s store. It is worthy of a sculptor.” 

As the Kaiser watches the women pass, and those at the 
wmdows and m carnages, he finds occasion to repeat this 
sort of comment more than once. Really, one can qmte 
understand the Empress’s wrath. 
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hand and ann as for a vdled lady in a redmgote,*’ he said 
once« 

“ A fanny simile, — where does the redmgote come fn ? " 
Cried Princess Feo of Heiningen / 

“ It stands for the arm-covering Dn Nas^wets " (you 
know all) 

The Kaiser, you must know, while addressing his devo- 
tions first and above aH to pretty hands, is enchanted when 
a finely modelled arm crown s the chgf-S'avvre He is not 
very generous, but he can be qmte munificent when select 
Ing presents for women with fine hands and arms, even if 
the gifts are seml-obllgatoiy ones When broodies or 
breast pins are distributed, his Majesty takes no interest 
m the ceremonies but rings and bracelets he likes to put 
on himself 

One of the titled ladies of the household describes the 
mode of her ‘ decoration** by the Emperor as follows 
** He bade me to be at the Schloss (the Court was stayin g 
at Potsdam then), on a certain day at two o*dock m the 
afternoon I had to come veiled to preven t possible re- 
cognihotL 

“ When I entered his Majesty’s pnvato room, he was 
standing in the middle of the chamber His face was not 
so pale as usual. Take off your veil and coat ’ he said, 
and until I had comphed with his command his maimer 
expressed impatience. I wore a waist with elbow-sleeves 
garnished with long lace This is excellent, said the 
Kaiser as I pulled off my gloves He went to the alcove 
flTid selected from among several jewel boxes one of for 
sire. From it he took a bracelet in the form of a 
and, drawing it out to its full length, placed it around 
my arm. It extended over the elbow I thanked the 
B^aiser he kissed my arm again and again between 
the golden drclets and what struck me as peculiar ” con 
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eluded her Ladyship, with an innocent giggle, “was that 
his Majesty held my httle finger m his hand aU the time.” 

Poor, vam creature I she thought, and she thinks to-day, 
that she was the premiere of this comedy, and that the im- 
penal stage-manager shelved it after this one performance. 
Yet there are dozens of women and girls m Berhn and 
Potsdam, m Kiel and Breslau and Komgsberg, huggmg 
similar trophies of royal favour, but all are not chatterboxes. 

' A httle while ago I was admirmg a new-fashioned sleeve 
which had just been perfected m the Empress’s millinery 
rooms It belonged to an evemng demi-toilet, and was 
slashed m half-a-dozen places on and under the arm. “ It’s 
very novel,” I said, “ but what an amount of work I These 
slashes are as carefuUy sewed as button-holes.” 

“ Ah,” smiled the simple-minded seamstress, “ our papa ” 
(meanmg the Emperor) “must always have space for his 
kisses If you once give him a finger, he wants the whole 
arm ” 

The Emperor never forgets a hand after he has seen it 
once, a circumstance which keeps her Majesty m a turmoil 
of jealous rage. Sometimes, when they drive out together, 
Wihiam mterrupts her conversation to say : “ Dona, look 
at that woman’s hand. I mean the lady who came out 
of So-and-So’s store. It is worthy of a sculptor.” 

As the Kaiser watches the women pass, and those at the 
wmdows and m carnages, he finds occasion to repeat this 
sort of comment more than once. Really, one can qmte 
understand the Empress’s wrath. 



CHAPTER XVI 


THE EMPRESS 

On November i, 1893, the ridmg-school of the Berlin 
Marstall (royal stables) was gay with the women of the 
Court and soaety His Majesty proposed to male this 
veal's Hubertus hunt the event of the season, and all were 
gomg to help him do iL Hence the preparaticms Some 
of us had to become used to fresh horses, others were 
obliged to learn anew the intncaoes of the vanons bu^e- 
calla Quite unexpectedly the Hereditary Princess of 
Meiningen walled In with her lady m-waiting Baroness 
RamiiL I saw at once that her Highness bad 

indulged in a lively breakfast, as they say m Bedin 
for ber face was flushed, and she addressed pleasan 
tnes to everybody, and even promised to ride i la 
Florence Dme if somebody would lend her a pair of 
breeches 

‘ Nonsense I ” cried the Pnncess of HohensoHem, 
Prmcess Bourbon “ Lottchen is bragging I assure you, 
ladies you all know that she wears the trousers What 
more does she want ? ” 

“ The real artide, cousin, the r-e-a-l article,* retorted 
Lottchen, adding, with a shrug of the shoulders ‘ what 
suffices for the manage will not do at all for the manigs 
especially when such puritan cntics as Countess Brodcdorfi 
are abouL*’ 

Then tummg to MadamoueUe von Ramin she said 
loud enough for everybody in the nng to hear ‘ Now 
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I \m11 show you how my sweet sister-in-law ” (meamng the 
Empress) “mounts.” 

Slie had her horse brought round to a platform reached 
by three steps, and, ascending labonously, raised herself 
on tiptoe and let herself fall into the saddle with a thud 
lliat caused the horse to stagger 

“ Just like a majestic sack of flour, is it not ? ” she cned 
“ The more pity for tlie beast.” Then she rode off, urging 
the cliestnut to all sorts of capnoles and fancy steps 

Pnnccss Therese was at her Royal Highness’s side hke 
a flash, and as they cantered about, each trying to outdo 
the other m feats of danng, both laughed boisterously 
But if courtiers have long ears, Nemesis has legs of 
corresponding cahbre. Indeed, m this case th*^ dread 
goddess must have worn seven-league boots, for twelve 
hours after the impertment words had fallen from pnvi- 
leged bps aU who had been at the Marstall were qmetly 
informed that ladies were not wanted at the forthcoimng 
outing — neither Hofdamen, nor Pnncesses of the blood 
royal ! It being the first time that the Memingen, Hohen- 
zoUem, and Hohenau cotene were taken down pubhcly, so 
to speak, the sensation m pohte circles was tremendous, 
and while few quarrelled with Prmcess Charlotte for what 
she had said, all agreed that the Empress was nght m 
asserting her position as vigorously as she had done 

Next day it was my good fortune to attend her Majesty 
at Schloss Stem, the starting-pomt of the Hubertus hunt 
m Grunewald, and I must say her appearance was quite 
the reverse of the picture drawn by the Prmcess of Mem- 
mgen. Was it the Enghsh huntmg-costume that proved 
so very becoming to the sovereign lady, or was it the pre- 
sence of the Emperor m his red coat and sflk hat, or the 
recollection of the victory just won ^ Auguste Victona 
looked fresh and rosy and resplendent as she galloped ovei 
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the froren groond, herself and Cotmtess von Bassewitx 
l>emg the only ladies in the “ field.” 

Of course, the whole htmt was arranged with a view 
to fatigue their Majesties as little as possible, and, accord 
ingly, the boar ^vas set free at a pomt where he could be 
brought to bay ^vithin a quarter of an hour after the start 
a programme earned out with surprising promptness and 
despatch this time, I say this time, for the reader must 
not run away with the idea that m our sphere promises 
are always kept or commands always ob^ed. As a matter 
of record, royalty employs in Its army of retainers scores 
of laggards, and while I admit that all highest personages 
boast no special virtues entitling them to a higher standard 
of ethics than Mr Smith or Mis Brown can lay claim to 
I must not disguise the fiict that they are subject to the 
same routine of annoyances as yourself and nei^iboun 
I remember that on the occasion of a visit to the Neues 
Palais by the late wnham Walter Phelps who was Amcncan 
Minister m Berim m the early nineties, her Majesiy offered 
to show the baby to this amiable gentleman and bang 
on duty I was requested to fetch the child. 

* May it please your Majesty” I said bowing low 
‘ unless I am very much miatnlceUt the Pimee drove out 
with his nurse a couple of minutes ago ” 

That is impossible Countess,’ said the Kaisenn. * I 
distinctly told Mrs Matcham she must not venture to 
leave before lunch, ' 

To make sure I repaired to the nursery where I found 
that mv surmise was correct. 

* But why did ninse disobey my instmctions ? ” ex 
claimed her Majesty, when I lutnmed without the child 
” Begging j^ur Majes^s pardon she told Countess 
Brockdorff she knew heisdf when it was best to take out 
the youngster ” 
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ake this blunt report ; but 
I had naturally hesitated to m^roman's impudence good- 
thc Kaisenn took the Enghsh \'helps, with a smile, said 
naturcdly, and turning to Mr. R are all in the same boat 
“ You perceive, Mr ]\Iinister, we are the real masters of 
with respect to sen^ants Theyto see that baby, I shall 
evcr\^ household If 3mu want :ham ” 
have to temponse wnth Mrs Mato master of the hunt does 
To return to our subject, thcid as on the occasion de- 
not alwajrs show so lucky a hari 1894, the boar gave his 
scnbcd The very next year, uhaving gained nearly four 
keepers tlie shp too soon, and, ] led them a merry chase 
minutes’ time over the hounds, lau, their Majesties follow- 
tlirougli Grunewald toward Spaned ’’—that is to say, the 
mg with the weU-peopled “ fietst mile or two, but, later, 
latter kept together dunng the fiu at the Ha-la-ht (“ there 
redcoats began to drop out, untireported, among them, on 
goes ”) scarcely a baker’s dozen aperor, very proud of his 
his high English hunter, the En matter of common report 
achievement, but also (this was a the faux pas that turned 
at Court) not a httle vexed overito somethmg resembhng 
the customary royal pig-trot 11 

a real hve fox-race ,e, that for him to engage 

Kaiser Wilhelm felt, I suppo^mptmg fate, considering 
in such violent exercise was t<is of pracbcal use m the 
that, while his right arm only bonal care must be exer- 
management of the horse, excepther — not an easy under- 
cised for the protection of the Cees and through thickets 
taking while galloping among tractory behaviour on the 
An overhangmg branch, or refittended by the gravest 
part of the mount, rhay be a 

consequences. mn Bassewitz told us in 

The Empress, so Countess tq wait quite a long while 
the everung, made the gentlemed by her Kamtnerherr von 
before she hove in sight, escorte( 
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the frozen ground, herself and Countess von Bassewitz 
'being the only ladies m the “ field.*’ 

Of course, the whole hunt was arranged with a view 
to fatigue their Majesties as little as poafble, and, accord 
mgly, the boar was set free at a point where he could be 
brought to bay within a quarter of an hour after the start 
a programme earned out with surprising promptness and 
despatch this time I say this time, for the reader must 
not run away with the idea that in our sphere promises 
are always kept or commands always obeyed As a matter 
of record, royalty employs in its army of retainers scores 
of laggards, and while I admit that all highest personages 
boast no speaal virtues entitling them to a higher standard 
of ethics than Mr Smith or Mrs Brown can lay claim to 
I must not disguise the fact that they are subject to the 
same routine of annoyances as yomsclf and neighbours 
I remember that on the occasion of a visit to the Neues 
Palais by the late Wifiiam Walter Phdps, who was American 
Minister m Berhn in the early nmetiM her Majesty offered 
to show the baby to this amiable gentleman and, bemg 
on duty, I was requested to fetch the child. 

May it please your Majesty” I said, bowing low 
* unless I am very much mistaken the Prmce drove out 
with his nurse a couple of mmutes ago ” 

That is impossible. Countess ” said the Kfusenn. ** I 
distinctly told Mrs Matcham she must not venture to 
leave before lunch ” 

To make sure, I repaired to the nursery where I found 
that mv surmise was correct. 

* But why did nurse disobey my instructions ? ” eX 
claimed her Majesty when I returned without the child. 

** Begging yonr Majesty’s pardon she told Countess 
Brockdorff she knew herself when it was best to take out 
the y o un gster ” 
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I had naturally hesitated to make this pl^t report , but 
the Kaiserm took the Enghsh woman's nnpudence good- 
naturedly, and turmng to Mr. Phelps, wi^^ ^ smile, said 
“You perceive, Mr. Munster, we are all ^ same boat 

with respect to servants. They are the masters of 

every household If you want to see tP^^ baby, I shall 
have tt> temporise with Mrs Matcham ” 

To return to our subject, the master hunt does 

not always show so lucky a hand as on occasion de- 

scribed. The very next year, m 1894, t^^ boar gave his 
keepers the shp too soon, and, having nearly four 

mmutes’ time over the hounds, led theP ^ merry chase 
through Grunewald toward Spandau, then Majesties follow- 
ing with the well-peopled “field” — thaf-^ ^ 
latter kept together during the first mile two, but, later, 
redcoats began to drop out, until at the Ha-la-lit ( there 
goes ”) scarcely a baker’s dozen reported’ them, on 

his high Enghsh hunter, the Emperor, proud of his 
achievement, but also (this was a matter common report 
at Court) not a httle vexed over the fau^ turned 

the customary royal pig-trot mto somP^^^S resembhng 
a real hve fox-race 

Kaiser Wilhelm felt, I suppose, that him to engage 
m such violent exercise was temptmg considermg 

that, while his nght arm only is of prpotical use m the 
management of the horse, exceptional cpro must be exer- 
cised for the protection of the other — nP^ ^ri easy under- 
taking while galloping among trees and through thickets 
An overhangmg branch, or refractory f^ehaviour on the 
part of the mount, ihay be attended gravest 

consequences. 

The Empress, so Countess von Bas^^witz told us m 
the evenmg, made the gentlemen wait a long while 
before she hove in sight, escorted by hei Kammerherr von 
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the frozen ground herself and Countess von Bassewitz 
hteing the only ladies in the “ field.” 

Of course, the whole hunt was arranged with a view 
to fatigue their Majesties as little as possible, and, accord 
ingly, the boar was set free at a point where he could he 
brought to bay ^v^thln a quarter of an hour after the start 
a programme earned out with surprising promptness and 
despatch this time, I say this time, for the reader must 
not run away with the idea that m our sphere promises 
are always kept or commands always obeyed As a matter 
of record, royalty employs in its army of retamers scores 
of laggards and whfle I admit that all highest personages 
boast no special virtues entitling them to a higher standard 
of ethics than Mr Smith or Mrs Brown can lay claim to 
I must not disguise the fact that th^ are sul^ect to the 
same routine of annoyances as yourself and ndghhours. 

I remember that on the occasion of a visit to the Neues 
Palais by the late wnUam Walter Phelps, who was American 
Minister m Berlin m the early nmeties, her Majesty ofiered 
to show the baby to this amiable gentleman and, bdng 
on duty I was requested to fetch the child. 

‘ May it please your Majesty/’ I said, bowing low 
* unless I am very much mistaken, the Prince drove out 
with his nurse a couple of minutes ago ” 

That 13 impossible, Countess * said the Kaiscnn. “ I 
distinctly told Mrs, Matcham she must not venture to 
leave before lunch.” 

To make sure, I repaired to the nursery where I found 
that mv surmise was correct. 

‘ But why did nurse disobey my instructions ? * ex 
claimed her Majesty when I returned without the child. 

Begging your Majesty’s pardon she told Countess 
Brockdorfi she Imew herself when, it was best to take out 
the youngster” 
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the Item took the Engteh^^ 

TlLster/we are 'all in the same bon, 
i~t to servants. They are the real mas lers o, 
every horaehoM. If yon want to see that baby. I fba 

have tb temporise with Mrs. Matcham. , , , 

To return to our subject, the master of the hunt doc - 
aot always show so lucky a hand as on tlic occastnn do- 
senbed. The very next year, m 1894, the boar ga\ c hi= 
keepers the shp too soon, and, having gamed nearly four 
minutes’ time over the hounds, led them a merry chasi 
through Grunewald toward Spandau, their Majesties follow- 
mg with the web-peopled “ field ” — that is to saj , the 
latter kept together during the first mile or two, but, later, 
redcoats began to drop out, until at the Ha-In-hi (“ thert 
goes”) scarcely a baker’s dozen reported, among them, on 
his high English hunter, the Emperor, very^ proud ol lu^^ 
achievement, but also (this was a matter of common rcjiort 
at Court) not a httle vexed over the fam fas that turned 
the customary royal pig-trot into something resembling 
areal hve fox-race. 

Kaiser Wilhdm fdt, I suppose, that lor him to eng.igc 
m such violent exercise was tempting fate, considenng 
that, whUe his nght arm only ,s of practical use in the 

cSm t T t^hre must be oxer- 

‘ “ -y under- 

An oLhlif r thickets. 

consequences, ’ ^ ^ attended by the gravest 

the^'eil7mde Bassewitz told us m 

she hove in sight' „ ^ -bile 
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der Knesebeck, who was loud in denundatioiis of her 
Majesty’s horse, which, he cned, lost his wind after the 
first quarter of an hour 

Exatmg as the hunt had been for their Majesties, both 
Kaiser and Kaisenn missed the best part of the fun That 
as usual when her Royal Highness is around, followed in 
the wake of Therese Trani, the gxiuse of the Hereditaiy 
Prince of Hohenzollem 

Madame Therese a daughter of Louis its Deux StcUes 
is the hfe of every party whether she visits the petty Court 
of Sigmanngen and, by her frivolities, causes her royal 
mother in law, a Pnncess of Portugal, to squirm, or inter- 
polates her speech with nsqui German phrases, affecting 
not to understand the meaning of the words whether she 
takes pot luck in the mess-room of some Potsdam regi 
ment, or encourages her husband’s young comrades to drag 
her along the lawn by her feet m imitation of a practice 
introduced by a famous ancestress, the Dauphtne Huches 
of Burgundy (this latter sport is sometimes earned on in 
the garden of their Highnesses villa in Augusta Strasse, 
Potsdam) whether she comes to Court and maddens 
“ Dona ’ by coquetting with the Emperor or entertains 
her neighbours at a state dinner witb an account of her 
first confinement, which unexpectedly occurred at a second 
rate Mecklenburg watering place, while her accoucheuse 
was m Berlin and the layette ordered from England, was 
m the keeping of the custom house whether she dances 
plays cards smokes cigarettes or attends a ‘ churching,” 
— there is always something to remember of one s meeting 
with thia lively young womaiL 

Herr von Bachmayer rode m Madame Therese s tram 
too after that obstinate pig but he was not alone. Far 
from it. There were, besides Karl Anton a host of cavalry 
men and sports 
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Her Royal Highness had the best horse, and a start 
of fifty paces. “ Heigh-ho I ” “ Houp-la J ” “ Ventre a 
terre !^’ — she was bound to get to Spandau before their 
Majesties had passed Hundekehlensee, if she kept it up. 
Her horse did, but not her Royal Highness. 

When Therese was urging her steed through a clump 
of trees with overhangmg branches, the tragedy of the 
forest of Ephraim was certainly most foreign to her mmd 
But history repeats itself Her Royal Highness’s skirt 
caught in the branches as did Absalom’s hair, and she was 
left suspended, while her long-legged hunter pressed on 
The men witnessed the bloodless accident with dehghted 
wonderment, but before they could reach the unhappy 
Kong’s daughter, she was on her hands and knees, and a 
wide rent in the seat of her trousers showed where her 
tailor had skimped the cloth. The skirt was still hanging 
overhead 

Now a dozen cavahers drew rem, and dismountmg, 
assisted Therese to her feet. She struggled. “ Non, non , 
don’t you see I must sit down ? ” 

“ No,” said Herr von Bachmayer, in tones of authority, 
“ Your Royal Highness wiU stand with your back to the 
tree, while we wiU rearrange your skirt m front ” 

Sound advice this, and it was qmckly followed 
“ Now will your Royal Highness gaze at the tree for 
a while ^ ” suggested the Colonel 

“ Oh, ich hahe so Scham / ” (“ I am so ashamed I ”), 

faltered the Pnncess, between giggles. 

“ AIL unmarried men turn about face,” cned Herr von 
Bachmayer Ours is a well-disaphned army, and the 
young men obeyed, while Pnncess Therese turned round, 
and, standmg m the attitude of the Venus de Medici, 
allowed Karl Anton to draw enough hair-pins Itom her 
head to fasten what was left of the skirt on to her waist 
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Meanwhile, one of the reserve horses had been fetched 
and the merry crowd started oS again. In the evening 
her Royal Highness returned home in a coupd, secured 
at Spandau. The story, with aH details, as above related, 
13 her own She told it to her chum, Charlotte of Mem 
ingen, adding, with a silvery langh “ As I heard all those 
men galloping up to where I was lying I was reminded 
of the question the nuns of Brabant put to General 
Dumouriei ” (who commanded the mvading French army 
m 1792) “ * Quand dsi-c^ qtte nous strons vtoUes ? * ” 

Berr von der Knesebeck's cntidsm of the royal hunter 
that failed was not a mere excuse, as mi^t be surmised 
aH her Majesty’s horses are selected more with reference 
to handsome appearance ami strength than to juvenile 
fire. Indeed, Auguste Victoria seldom ndes one under the 
age of ten to twelve years although, as a general rule, a 
decade is the age-limit for animals in the Kaiser's stables 
Moreover her horses are so perfectly trained and of such 
lamb-like disposition that, to quote once more the Prmcess 
of Meiningen, ‘ they will not wink an eye or move an ear 
except at the most gradous, * all hipest * command * Her 
Royal Highness’s bit of comedy depicting the Kaiserm in 
the act of mounting is likewise founded on fact a port 
able platform is kept m all the royal stables and parks 
I have frequently attended her Majesty on horseback, 
alternating with FrSulctn von Gersdorff and Countess 
Bassewit* m this pleasant duty our cavalcade including, 
besides one of the chamberlains the saddle-master and 
one or two grooms but it always looked to me as if her 
Majesty was not fond of the sport. I think she practises 
nding merely to be m the feshion to exhibit her courage 
and because she has an idea that she looks well 4 la Amawn 
— tflTlflnpa all of them An Empress should command the 
mode instead of submittmg to it fortitude she might 
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argue, is but a matter of temperament, or apprenticeship, 
if it comes high , as for cutting a dashing appearance, that 
depends entirely upon circumstances. 

We have seen her Majesty radiant with good-nature 
and looking exceedingly weU in her festive hunt-dress as 
she rode out from Castle Stem, but her every-day habit, a 
black costume and silk hat, is not at all becommg. And 
in umform she looks a perfect fnght, not on account of 
the dress so much as because of her cocked chapeau, which 
replaces the cuirassiers’ steel cap. It is large, of white 
felt, bnm pinned thnce up, the crown bent m and tmnmed 
with white ostnch-tips ; in front an aigrette of bnlhants 
stands out, “ fine feathers ” all ; but the combmation is 
entirely unsuitable to the impenal lady, who, to make 
matters worse, is obhged to add a tulle veil to shield her 
weak eyes from the sun. 

Riding and walkmg are the only bodily exercises my 
mistress indulges in, aside from dancmg once or twice a 
year at a certam private ball held at their Majesties’ apart- 
ments in Berlm. These soirees dansantes must not be con- 
foimded ivith the great Court balls m the While Hall, when 
all is state and pomp and ennui, and the Emperor and 
Empress leave the throne only once durmg the whole course 
of the evenmg to say a few official nothmgs to some Min- 
ister, Ambassador, or other digmtary. The annual dancing 
parties are held m the Pfeilersaal, once the salle d’armes 
of Fredenck the Great, where his body-guard used to hold 
forth. The lofty parlour now affords commumcation be- 
tween both Majesties’ pnvate chambers, one end of it 
opemng mto the Empress’s salon, where Watteau’s cele- 
brated pamtmg, “ The Embarkation for Cytherea,” dehghts 
the eye 

A few days before our pnvate ball m the wmter of 1893, 
my mistress told me she was gomg to tnp the hght fantastic 
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in accordance with the Emperor’s wishes “ I will there- 
fore trouble you to examine the barrier of living plants, 
hiding the musidans, most carefully ” she continued, for 
I do not want those men to see me. There should be no 
loop-holes, and if you find it necessary to have a screen 
hehmd the shrubbery, order one by all means ’* 

I suggested that a screen might spoil the airy decorative 
effect 

“ Maybe,** replied the Kaiserin ** and then the Emperor 
would be displeased Well, you must malte the plants do 
but have them so placed as to form an impenetrable walL’ 

‘ I beg your Majesty*fi pardon,** I made bold to remark, 

‘ Court history has it that your great ancestress, Queen 
Louise, was not only passionately fond of dannng but was 
fired with the ambihou to dance in pnhhc. According 
to reliable chroniclers she went through many a minuet 
at the Opera House yonder while thousands of her loyal 
subjects looked on and applauded her efforts ** 

* Yes yes, the Kaiser has qwken of these events many 
times and Queen Louise's example encourages me as much 
as anythmg to take up the practice,*’ mused her Ma 3 esl 7 
adding with spmt * but all that notwithstanding I 
cannot bear the idea of gyrating round under the vulgar 
eyes of hired attendants and servants And another thing 
Counter, when yon hear me order the Court marshal to 
fetch a dancer, please see to it that the doors leading Into 
the adjoining apartments are dosed the lackeys remaining 
on the outside. I will not take a step untfl. told by a 
motion of your head, that all is attended to ’ 

These aH highest wishes were carried out at the $cnr^9 in 
every particular and at the dose of the entertainment I 
no longer wondered at the purport of it all Dancing 
1 fancy is a natural gift capable of improvement its 
different steps may be laboriously acquired may even 
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become a matter of memonsmg, but unless there be talent 
at the bottom of it, the performance will certainly prove 
lame and devoid of grace 

Auguste Victoria was endowed with virtues more sturdy 
than nimble, and dancmg is entirely out of her hne , I 
dare say she feels it herself, though pnde would no more 
allow her to adnut this than her want of efficiency as an 
equesinenne, her pretensions bemg the outcome of the 
divine-appomtment illusion, m which the HohenzoUems 
beheve as earnestly and which they accept as unreservedly 
as did any Shah or Grand Turk of the eighteenth century 

“ By the Grace of God ! ” — these five, short words 
cover a vaster volume of sms agamst good sense than even 
chanty ! Here we have a sovereign lady who m all re- 
spects hves up to her representative duties as the consort 
of a powerful monarch, a woman of fine carnage and fully 
conscious of her hnutations m reference to affaus of state, 
yet imbued to such an extent with the notion that no one 
has a nght to surpass her m feminine accomphshments 
as to let this fancy degenerate mto a fixed idea That 
she aims to be the best dressed, the most dignified and 
most gracious Queen, the most earnest worker m the cause 
of the Lutheran Church, are ambitions to be commended , 
but why also the best nder, the best dancer ^ 

And the ludicrous part of it is, these august personages 
never dream that their affectations are transparent to the 
people about them Thus I was told by the Emperor’s 
Adjutant, Count Moltke, that when, on the occasion of a 
family excursion on horseback, he pomted out Prmce 
Wilham, praismg him for his steady seat, her Majesty 
said : “ Ah, he inherited his horsemanship from me,” a 
remark which caused the Emperor to sniff with impatience 
Still, the truth of their mere humanness is often enough 
brought home to Kmgs and Queens 
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Hero are a conple of anecdotes to the pomt, both 
dating from Hnbertusstock. whither their Majeefaes retire 
occasionally attended by a small retinae consisting of two 
adjatants, a Coart marshal, a lady m waiting a Kammer 
hcTT, and (this is the hei^t of economy accordnig to 
Court usages) one body physician for both hasband and 
wife. 

In October, 1890, the Kaiserm accompamed the Em 
peror to an evening’s rat-of hart-shooting m a certain 
section of the forest, where the imperial Nimrod was so 
certam of making a big haul that he promised vxctims of 
his nfle on all sides. ^ 

The pair drove off with high expectations the Kaiser 
in his new * hont aniform ** the Elaisenn wearing a gown 
of white cloth silver braided. Bnt thoagh conditions 
seemed favonrable — moon discreetly hidden behmd cloads 
wind blowing oat of eminently correct qaarters — some 
strange agency managed to fn^ten the stags away and 
oat of reach as often as a fine pair of antlers came before 
Wniiam’s barrel. The Kaiser allowed himself to be fooled 
in this fashion three long hoars antil finally losing patience, 
he ordered the horses brought aroand. Getting mto the 
carnage, he noticed on old gamekeeper who stared at the 
Kaiserm in a rather disre^)ectinl manner ‘ "What is it, 
my rnaa ? ” mqnired the Emperor who was beginning to 
saspect the cause of his ill lack perhaps you can teH as 
why no confounded deer would come withm range this 
evening” 

‘ To be sure, Majesty ” (the common folk of Germany 
always omit the ‘ your * ) plain as dayh^t, that Any 
fool knows that y^nimak are fnghtened by white dothes.” 

The remark was so apropos that the Emperor over 
looked its rudeness and turning to his wife with a mock 
bow he mrrlnJmpfl ‘ Da hast Du dte Prosit MaMIxtti * 
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(“That settles your bacon”), “Dona In future I 
shall know better than to take a fashion-plate hunting 
\vith me.” 

The disgruntled couple arn\ cd at the chalet after mid- 
night, and I heard the Kaiser ‘^ay he \sould take supper 
alone, meaning m compan}' witli his gentlemen only 
^Vllethe^ the Lmpicss knew of this intention, I am unable 
to tell, but I do know^ that her Majesty was in a fearful 
temper dunng our solitarj^ meal in the boudoir, though 
the cook had provided her favounte dish potatoes baked, 
and cold pork Evcr^dhing and ever^^body waas in the 
wrong, and even the bclo\cd Haake came in for her share 
of scolding 

“ I forgot all about it, and, of course, none of my ladies 
knew enough to remind me that I possess not one garment 
fit for hunting” With these w^ords the Kaisenn wound 
up a long senes of complaints, adding * “ Let Lampe be 
commanded by telegraph to get up a full-skirted hunting- 
costume of the usual matenal, wuth green velvet trimming'^, 
witlun forty-eight hours ” 

“ But his Majesty being so particular as to colour,” I 
ventured to suggest, for the gamekeeper’s blunt talk was 
already known at the castle, “ would it not be better to 
send a sample of cloth to Frankfurt ? ” 

“ A good idea,” cned our mistress, her face lighting up 
“ I teU you what you can do. Countess. After his Majesty 
has retired, get the valet to cut a sample from one of the 
turmngs of his suit and enclose that to Lampe, sending a 
Feld^ager to the railway station with the letter. And be 
sure to use an envelope with the impnnt ‘ On his Majesty’s 
Service ’ That wiU carry it through by noon to-morrow.” 

The sample was secured in the manner directed. Lampe 
proved equal to the occasion, and her Majesty’s season- 
able equipment amved by the end of the week, giving 

X 
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such satisfaction that ever since it has formed an important 
part of the Empress’s outing wardrobe. The costume b 
of greenish-grey matenal, tailor made, with buttons cut 
from antlers With it a small, round green felt hat, adorned 
by a tuft of woodcock feathers and a simple green sDk cord, 
IS worn, while a tmy couteau dt chassi hangs from her 
Majesty’s belt 

Another occasion where the purple-bom were forcefully 
reminded of the equality of all things human arose during 
Court mourning for the late King of Wflrtemberg who 
died October 6 1891 To escape tedious ceremomes in 
honour of that royal reprobate, thear Majesties repaired to 
Hubertusstock shortly after the obsequies m Stuttgart 
taking vdth them even less of a retinue thnn is customary 
at this retreat As the Kaiser hunted all day and there 
was absolutely no one for whom she cared to dress up her 
Majesty eeired the opportunity to wear some of her oldest 
mouitung-dresses and thus started out one morning m a 
simple gown devoid of aH ornamentation, and wearing a 
Berlm hat to boot 

The royal lady mtended to take a stroll m the forest 
all by herself, but of course, no Queen is ever permitted 
to do so her commands or entreaties notwithstanding so 
I went ahead while a lackey followed her Majesty at a 
respectful distance. 

The Empress had not been out more than a quarter 
of an hour when she met the letter-earner an old man 
whose leather bag is fiTled only on very rare occasions — 
at Christmas and durmg the Kaiser’s occupancy of the 
cpyUp, As it is a notonous fact that old Fnednch s head 
swells in proportion to the quantity of mail he handles I 
felt some slight apprehension of impending trouble when 
I observed her Majesty approach this pompous landlubber 
martinet. 
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“ Have you letters for Maje^sty ? ” asked the Kaiserm, 
imitating the vulgar mode of refemng to the King. 

“ That way a fool may get caught, my girl,” bnstled up 
the veteran, “ not a man like me ” (he struck his breast 
so that the bronze medals decoratmg it began to dance 
about), “ and, besides,” he contmued, with a leer m his 
eye, “ those black gloves of yours might dirty the beautiful 
Kaiser-letters.” 

“ Oh, my husband won’t mmd that ; give me the 
letters ” 

“ Your husband ? Have a care, you dressed-up wench 
— for you don’t look smart enough for a Kdchtn ” (cook) 
— “ lest I report you for msult to Majesty.” 

At this juncture I thought it high time to make my 
presence known, and as the Letb^ager, too, arrived on 
the scene, the zealous postman qiuckly collapsed, and, 
throwing himself on his knees, begged the sovereign lady’s 
pardon Of course, it was granted ; it would have been 
ndiculous to take the old fool senously By her Majesty’s 
command, I gave him a mark that he might drown his 
terror in a bottle of Schnapps 



CHAPTER XVII 


THE WALDERSEES — TirE EUPRESS’S FAVOURITES — THE 
BERLIN RIOTS — ^THB EBIPRESS FREDERICK 

The Empress has hod a fnend , she has none now Or 
one may say she has had two Conntess Waldersee and 
Pastor Stoecker The latter is a dead man pohtically and 
socially , the Emperor himself arranged his foneral, nor 
was it one of the first class, like Bismarck’s or the Chief 
of Staff’s 

The former Mary Esther Lee, of New York has been 
vanously designated in the pnbhc prints as a person of 
most extraordinary influeoce with their Majesties — as a 
sort of Egeria, appointed to instmct the modem Nnma 
not only with regard to the forms of worship to be mtro- 
dnced, but also m general government matters. If the 
Kaiser bounced Bismarck to rid himself of somebody who 
had gro w n to love power and to think himself mdispensable, 
why should he hesitate to drop the Waldersees man and 
wife — or perhaps I should say tnfe and man for Mary 
Eathei is the moving apint of that house — why I ask 
should he scruple to cashier these persons as soon as public 
opmion endowed them with an importance well nigh over 
shadowing the throne ? 

The Moor has done his duty the Moor may go I 
There was no Bismarck to be held m check by fear of the 
ever ready successor m 1891 exit the all powerful Chief 
of Staff I As to his Countess — having ceased to be a 
necessity to Auguste Victoria — there was no reason for 
temporising on her account. 
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Pnncess William that was had been m her Excellency’s 
leading-stnngs, as stated m preceding chapters ; out of 
the gawky girl the Countess Waldersee had made a lady 
capable of carrying her own weight and holding her tongue 
— when she had nothing to say Madame la Marechak 
also taught her charge — though the insincere aspects of it 
\\ ere foreign to her own mind — that rehgion, properly 
hung to the wind, makes an excellent cloak for insignificance 
Dunng tlie first 3'’ear after Auguste Victona’s ascension to 
the tin one, Countess Waldersee proved useful, too; on 
pubhc occasions and in society she was an mfalhble coun- 
sellor, and a much less impenous one than Countess Brock- 
dorff Besides, vhen the latter whispered to her newly 
made i^Iajesty, everybody suspected her of giving advice, 
while i\Iadame von ^^^alde^see’s tips passed for mere 
pleasantries 

But to be for ever reminded of debts of gratitude is so 
tiresome I beheve no one at Court regarded the removal 
of the Waldersees to Altona witli pleasanter anticipations 
than my mistress did I attended the last audience her 
Majesty granted the Countess It was pamfuUy formal , 
probably both women desired it so, each for reasons of 
her own To give it a friendly turn, the Kaiserm asked 
her Excellency, in the end, for her photograph, “ as a 
souvemr of their long acquamtance ” 

This latter fact by itself should suffice as a demal of the 
numberless stones about the mtimacy alleged to have 
existed between my mistress and the General’s wife 
Intimacy between a Royal Schleswig and the daughter of 
David Lee, of the Umted States ’ Intimacy between 
the German Empress, Queen of Prussia, and the wife of 
EMonore Hoffmeyer’s descendant ! The persons who first 
gave utterance to that Canterbury tale must have gathered 
their ideas of her Majesty’s character from the tittle-tattle 
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of silly ^vomen who act as barkers ” at our chanty bazaars 
At one of these, held at the War Ministry, I believe, I 
first heard Countess Waldersee spoken of as the ** Kaiserm's 
aunt,*’ a title probably invented for no other purpose 
than to please her Excellency’s own fnends I earned it 
home with me and their Majesties adopted it, but not in 
a fnendly spinb When the Kaiser alludes to the Volks 
schulgesdx that has failed, or similar measures m conversa 
tion with his wife, he sometimes says ‘ thy aunt* or 
thy uncle ’* when the Raiserin speaks of Pastor Stoecker 
nowadays maybe she ralk him ‘ my aunt’s friend ” or 
my uncle’s political bedfellow ** That the Kaiser never 
regarded Countess Waldersee as an equal or a favounte is 
evident from the fuss he made when he granted her Ex 
cellency permission to wear the Queen Olga decoration 
given her by the Kmg of Wflrtemberg If he had raised her 
and her husband to the prmcely digmty he could not have 
shouted louder than he did about this act of cheap courtesy 
Count and Countess Waldersee attended most of the 
Court ceremomes held at the beginning of the present 
reign and her Ladyship’s fine laces and diamonds were 
much admired then but as soon as Court mourning was 
over and the noisome f/iss at the Schloss and palace were 
mangurated she commenced sending her ‘ regrets pre- 
tending to be m falling - health That her Excellency was 
ever received en famtUe or even without running the 
gauntlet of notification to and from the Court marshal or 
grand mistress &c. is an invention pure and simple. It 
is true, however that Prmce and Pnneess VlHiam often 
visited at the General StaS buildmg duimg the last year 
of the old Kaiser’s iHiiess yet their calls were not of a 
social nature. About that tune, WiHiam had religion on 
the bram and the pious Countess was just the woman to 
encourage such a craxc 
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If the widow of Pnnce Noer had remained single, the 
Kaiserin might have continued to regard her as a fnend 
and relative even after her elevation to the throne, but 
as Countess Waldersee — never Yet her Majesty hkes 
Count Waldersee as far as she hkes anybody outside of 
her husband, her children and herself, and Wilham hkes 
and fears him at the same time 

Of the ladies and gentlemen of the service, only one, 
Hot von der Knesebeck, Vice-Grand-master of Ceremomes, 
enjoys his mistress’s confidence and friendship After what 
has been said of Countess Brockdorff, I need hardly mention 
that this lady is not a favounte Dames of the Court 
Fraulem von Gersdorff and Countess Keller are old 
maids until the faults of their class , that is especially 
true with regard to the latter, called “ 5^^c^-Mathilde ” 
on account of her oft-professed axiom, that anythmg 
{Speck, 1 e , bacon and the like) is good enough for people 
who are not Empresses or filles d)konncur Countess Keller 
is buyer-in-ordinary to her Majesty, and it is this lady 
who selects for the house-servants those gorgeous presents 
— cotton petticoats, wash-rags, glass vases, and knitted 
gloves — that grace the palace Chnstmas-trees It cannot 
be demed, though, that she is a thorough courtier Any 
impossible tlung that her Majesty may order, Countess 
Keller enthusiastically approves of “ 5^^c^-Mathilde 
would rather bite off her tongue than mform her Majesty 
that a square peg will not fit into a round hole,” says 
Pnneess Frederick Leopold, and I beheve she would 

Clara von Gersdorff also rejoices m a sobnquet Old 
and young in the palace speak of her as R«?^r-Clara (Senti- 
mental Clara), or Der susse Dusel (Sweet Dizzy) The 
first mckname has reference to her loud, long-drawn-out 
mode of speech. If, on leavmg her room, she gives orders 
to her maid through the open door, her voice can be heard 
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all over the staircase. The other epithet is supposed to 
desenbe her character which for ever fluctuates between 
high-soanng Idealism and the pettiest of mundane nothing 
nesses She is blonde, cames her forty years well has a 
pale, broad face square shoulders, and walks as if shod 
with cuirassier boots 

\Vhcn I see my mistress m such hands as KellePs and 
GeisdorfPs I am always reminded of what Walpole wrote 
about Christian VII of Denmaric He is a genteel enough 
figure, but surrounded by a pack of curs whose mterest it 
IS to make him one If they can.** Auguste Victoria might 
have turned out an altogether diflerent woman from what 
she 13 , had she not fallen in with narrow-mmded paltry 
characters the moment she entered upon her new sphere of 
lifem Berho. 

The Kaiser hates Gersdorff more than the grand 
mistress — hates and maltreats her with sarcastic references 
to her figure — for no other outward reason apparently 
than because her large, red, and ugly hands offend him 

If Countess Bertha von Bassewitr were not twenty three 
and pretty she imght wm her Majesty s love, for she is 
an agreeable, talented and high minded young woman 
whom everybody likes. 

Baron Mirbach and Count Keller the Grand-master and 
Kammerherr respectively are stereotyped Prussian ofScials 
crmging before their mistress and mtolerahly abusive to 
all of lesser rank than their own Herr von Mirbach tnes 
to hnnself indispensable by catering to her Majesty’s 

church buildmg schemes but while acknowledging the 
Baron s talents as a busmess manager the august lady 
is far from liking him as a man. 

Both Kellfir and Mirbach hate the amiable Bodo Knese- 
beck, whom the Empress Fredenck once called the only 
gentleman at her son s Court but as he is a most de- 
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serving man, besides being a favounte, their intermittent 
mtngues are of little moment Before entenng upon the 
service of Auguste Victoria, Baron Knesebeck was the con- 
fidant of the old Empress Augusta, who left liim quite a sum 
of money ; he is to-day the only non-relative of the ro3^al 
house who participates in the occasional family dinners. 
Herr von Mirbach and the House-marshals must order 
and arrange these affairs, but have to withdraw and make 
room for their subaltern as soon as the dinnei-hour strikes, 
or “ as soon as they have counted spoons and covers,” as 
they say in the palace This expression dates, so far as it 
refers to spoons, from Count Moltke’s ninetieth birthday 
(October 26, 1890), when the King of Saxony had to go 
without soup at the state banquet because he found no 
spoon at his place, and because it was against etiquette 
either to ask whether he was not hungry or to send a foot- 
man to get the missmg article And when, after the spnng 
parade of i8g6, some Bavarian officers were to be enter- 
tamed in the White Hall, it was discovered that no seats 
had been provided for them House-marshal Baron von 
Egloffstem had ordered covers for all the Prussians, but 
the South German aUies had been entirely forgotten. The 
two faux pas nearly cost Egloffstem his position 

But to return to Herr von der Knesebeck He spends 
every other week m her Ma3esty’s service, and is hberal 
and kind-hearted Where his colleagues, Mirbach, Keller, 
Lyncker, and Eulenburg, discredit the Court by their 
mggardness, he exhibits the savoir-vivre of the old regime 
So he gave an organ-grmder, whom her Ma]esty, durmg 
her stay m Sassmtz, in the summer of 1892, had ordered 
to play a whole mommg for the children’s benefit, twenty 
marks Thereupon— that is, when the bills were audited 
m Berhn cnes of terror, amazement, and indignation 
“ A double gold crown to a nuserable Dago ! ” Baron 
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all o\cr the staircase. The other epithet is stipposed to 
descnbe her character which for ever fluctuates between 
high-soanng idealism and the pettiest of mundane nothing 
nesses She is blonde, carries her forty years well, has a 
pale, broad face, square shoulders, and walks as if shod 
with cuirassier boots 

^Vhcn I see my mistress m such hands as Keller’s and 
Gersdorffs I am always reminded of what Walpole wrote 
about Christian VII of Denmark ‘ He is a genteel enough 
figure, but surrounded by a pack of curs whose mterest it 
is to make him one if they can * Auguste Victoria might 
have turned out an altogether different woman from what 
she IS, had she not fallen m with narrow minded, paltry 
characters the moment she entered upon her new sphere of 
hfein Beriin. 

The Kaiser hates Gersdorff more tlian the grand 
mistress — hates and maltreats her with sarcastic references 
to her figure — for no other outward reason apparently 
than because her large, red and ugly hands offend him 

If Countess Bertha von Bassewitr were not t wen ty three 
and pretty she might win her Majesty’s love for she is 
an agreeable, talented, and high-tninded young woman 
whom everybody likes 

Baron Mirbach and Count Keller the Grand master and 
Kammarherr respectively are stereotyped Prussian officials 
cringmg before their mistress and intolerably abusive to 
all of lesser rank than their own Herr von Mirbach tries 
to make hims ^f indispensable by catering to her Majesty’s 
church bmlding schemes but while acknowledging the 
Baron s talents as a busmess manager the august lady 
IS far from hkmg him as a man 

Both KeHer and Mirbach hate the amiable Bodo Knesc- 
beck whom the Empress Frederick once called the only 
gentleman at her son s Court but as he is a most de- 
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the entire stock of crown-jewels, all excepting the crown 
itself, were brought to the royal dressing-room, and her 
Majesty, Countess Brockdorff, and Frait von Haake spent 
hours making and remaking new combinations of the 
stones and ornaments, most of which can be put to vanous 
uses, as pms, buttons, buckles, brooches, &c Then, all 
of a sudden, the cry ran through the Scliloss’s chambers . 
“ Berhn is m revolt ! ” 

“ There will be no metiuet, rather a Carmagnole,’^ 
lamented the anxious , “ instead of benbboned and be- 
laced silk coats, the blouse ; m place of honeyed words and 
pretty toy swords, * pipe in cheek, loaded canes on thigh,’ 
as in the da}^ when they sang ^Vwe le son du canon ’ ” 
Baron Mirbach sent me to my mistress to prepare her 
for noisy scenes m the neighbourhood of the Schloss I 
found the Empress m the room facing the great fountam, 
runnmg excitedly from one wmdow to the other. In the 
square below, people were assembhng m groups, talking 
and gesticulating 

I dehvered the message and, of my own accord, added : 

“ His Majesty wiH not dnve out this mommg ” 

“ And if he loves me, he wiH remam, he must remain 
with us until this awful revolution is quelled ” 

“ I entreat your Majesty to be calm,” I made bold to 
say, as Countess Brockdorff kept silent , “ according to 
the papers, these people want bread and want work , they 
have no thought of violence. Besides,” I said, “ Herr von 
Richthofen has sent the entire pohce reserves to the Schloss 
There are fifty men at each entrance, and more guardmg 
the ceUar-opemngs and the waterside. All the comdors 
are patrolled, and a dozen men are on the lookout on the 
roof ” 

“ The roof ! ” cned the Empress, as if swayed by a new 
fear. “ O Grafin ” (this to Countess Brockdorff), “ they 
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Mirbach and Count Eulcnborg pronounced such reckless 
ness unprecedented and said they did not know what the 
Minister of the royal house would do about it. “ Really 
wo cannot pass this bill without speaal authorisation ” 

“ If that IS so,** said Herr von der Knesebeck coolly 
" I herewith deposit twenty marks to remam In your 
ExceHenaes* hands while the matter is in abeyance. Damn 
a man who is not willmg to nsk a tnfle to give the Quecn*s 
children a good time ! *’ 

The case is still m abeyance 

So great is her Majes^s confidence m Herr von der 
Knesebeck that, if at oil possible, she snbmits to him every 
httle matter concerning her pubhc conduct, either verbally 
or m wnting In the course of the year. Empress and 
chamberlam exchange hundreds of letters some of the 
Kai3erm*s bemg five and sLx pages long 

Bodo Knesebeck saved the Empress from mahing herself 
ridiculous and from seriously compromising her husband 
and the government dnnng the Berlin nets of February, 
1892 InadentaHy the chamberlain saved our mistress 
from her lord s lasting displeasure on that occasion whici 
probably counts more with her than anything else. For 
weeks we had prepared for the great carnival ball of 
February 25 when the mvited gentlemen were to appear 
for the first time in English Court-dress an event William 
looked forward to no leas eageiiy than a girl does to her 
d6bnt m long frocks For the ball the late King’s favourite, 
premxira haUenna Mane Koebisch Wolden had arranged 
a gorgeous revival of that most graceful dance, nxenud i 
la retne, which was to be tripped before the throne when 
the evening’s festiMtiea were at their height. My mistress 
meant to surpass aH her previous efforts In the rnatter of 
personal adornment 

At last the festive day had come, Eariy in the morning 
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the entire stock of crown-jewels, all excepting the crown 
itself, were brought to the royal dressing-room, and her 
Majesty, Countess Brockdorff, and Fraii von Haake spent 
hours making and remalang new combinations of the 
stones and ornaments, most of which can be put to various 
uses, as pms, buttons, buckles, brooches, &c Then, aU 
of a sudden, the cry ran through the Scliloss’s chambers . 
“ Berlm is m revolt I ” 

“ There will be no menudy rather a Carmagnole^'* 
lamented the anxious ; “ instead of benbboned and be- 
laced silk coats, the blouse , m place of honeyed words and 
pretty toy swords, ‘ pipe m cheek, loaded canes on thigh,’ 
as in the days when they sang '’Vive le son du canon ’ ” 
Baron Mirbach sent me to my mistress to prepare her 
for noisy scenes m the neighbourhood of the Schloss I 
found the Empress m the room facing the great fountain, 
miming exatedly from one wmdow to the other. In the 
square below, people were assemblmg m groups, talkmg 
and gesticulating 

I dehvered the message and, of my own accord, added : 
“ His Majesty will not dnve out this mommg ” 

“ And if he loves me, he will remain, he must remam 
with us until this awful revolution is quelled ” 

“ I entreat your Majesty to be calm,” I made bold to 
say, as Countess Brockdorff kept silent , “ according to 
the papers, these people want bread and want work , they 
have no thought of violence Besides,” I said, “ Herr von 
Richthofen has sent the entire pohce reserves to the Schloss 
There are fifty men at each entrance, and more guardmg 
the ceUar-opemngs and the waterside All the corridors 
are patrolled, and a dozen men are on the lookout on the 
roof ” 

“ The roof ’ ” cned the Empress, as if swayed by a new 
fear. “ O GrSfin ” (this to Countess Brockdorff), “ they 
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may throw bombs on the roof and destroy us all 1 I must 
go to sec the Kaiser at once ” 

Second breakfast commenced half an hour carher tjiaTi 
usual and we burned through its four courses, following 
their Majesties* example The Kaiserin’s eyes were red 
With crying and some imnutes before dessert the chfldren 
came in, a thing that docs not happen more than once or 
twice a year His Majesty loves his httle ones in his own 
way that is he likes to keep them at a distance. If 
bronght into personal contact with the youngsters his 
sense of decorum revolts, and he does not know what to 
do with them except to entiase their dre» or mihtary 
demeanour 

‘ I am not gomg on a journey * he said and looking at 
the Crown Pnuce, added ‘ \ou and your brothers have 
not come to say good-bye ? * The topress bowed her 
head and whispered someiung while the Kaiser leaned over 
the table, holding his hand to his ear 

** Dummes Zeug ’ he said loud enough for all to hear 
and pushed back his chair * I am ndmg out ai J ^ 
every day in the year , there is no use making a scene. 
Dona 1 ’ He kissed some of the children fondled 
the heads of the younger ones, and drawing the Empres s 
arm through his own walked out, preceded by the House- 
marshal and his adjutants. 

When a quarter of an hour later the Empre^ came 
from his room she declared Thank God the Kaiser 
will take his pistols along one in the right pocket of bis 
trousers and one in his coat pocket,’* Then her Majesty 
led the way to the state apartments where we took our 
stand at the windows of the Knights’ Hah, to see William 
nde from Portal V a few mmntes later 

As he passed his Majesty looked np and the Empress 
followed him along the front of the Schloss through the 
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Black Eagle chamber, the Red Velvet chamber, and the 
old chapel. As we crossed over to the wmdows of the 
picture-gallery, he waved his hand for the last time, and 
we saw him spur his horse into a qmck trot. Only then 
it was observed that the Emperor was without his ordinary 
escort of grooms and gendarmes Merely Adjutant von 
Moltke and one otlier mihtary gentleman accompanied 
him The Kaiserm was beside herself. “ He will be 
kiUed, I kiiow he will be kiUed, and myself and the 
children wiH come next Let us flee from this room, 
m front of which, as the Kaiser says, kmgship was put 
to the greatest indignities ” ^ 

Her Majesty ran to her own apartment, and through 
the speaking-tube ordered that all her children be brought 
down at once She was pale and was tremblmg Seemg 
the jewels, where they had been left m the mommg, she 
began to replace them hastily in the boxes “ Haake,’* she 
said, “ shall arrange all my own jewellery m hke manner , 
everythmg must be packed at once ” 

“ But to-night’s ball ? ” suggested Countess Keller 
“ There will be no festival,” said the royal lady re- 
signedly, “or a very different one from that promised , 
namely, when the Kaiser is saved, and joins myself and 
the children at the Neues Palais ” 

Countess Keller, m her usual complacent fashion, at 
once acqmesced “ I beseech your Majesty not to go 
without me,” she shrieked hystencally “ I will pro- 
tect, and, if need be, die for my beloved Empress ” 
Meanwhile, the notmg had been begun m earnest on 
the Schloss Platz and m the neighbourhood of the Lusi- 
garfen The strikers and out-of works, who had iviUingly 

^ Standing on the balcony of the Schloss in Itfarch, 1848, Frederick 
William IV was ordered by the revolting populace to salute the citizens, 
killed by the soldiery the day before, by taking off his hat, and complied nith 
the request , 



332 PRIVATE LIVES OF 

may tlirow bombs on the roof and destroy us ah 1 I must 
go to see the Kaiser at once.** 

Second breakfast commenced half an hour earli er than 
usual and we homed through its four courses, followiiig 
their Majesties* example. The Kaiserm’s eyes were red 
wth ciymg and some minutes before dessert the children 
came in, a thing that does not happen more than once or 
twice a year His Majesty loves his httle ones m his own 
way , that is he likes to keqi them at a distance. If 
brought into personal contact with the yonngsten, his 
sense of decorum revolts and he docs not know what to 
do with them except to critiase their dress or military 
demeanour 

‘ I am not going on a journey * he said and, looking at 
the Crown Prince, added * Von and your brothers have 
not come to say good bye ? ** The Empress bowtsd her 
head and whispered somethmg while the Kaiser leaned over 
the table, holding his hand to his ear 

* Dumtnes Zeug ” he said loud enough for aH to hear 
and pushed back his chair I am nding out as I 
every day m the year , there is no use Tnnlrmg a scene, 
Dona ! ’ He Idssed some of the children fondled 
the heads of the younger ones, and drawing the Empress s 
arm through his own walked out preceded by the House- 
marshal and his adjutants. 

When a quarter of an hour later the Empress came 
from his room she declared Th ank God the Kaiser 
win take his pistols along one m the nght pocket of his 
trousers and one m his coat pocket.*’ Then her Majesty 
led the way to the state apartments where we took our 
stand at the wmdows of the Knights* Hall to see wnUam 
nde from Portal V a few mmutes later 

As he passed his Majesty looked up and the Empress 
followed him along the front of the Schloss through the 
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mob alone, and the royal livery, re-enforced by bayonets 
or sabres, might exasperate the people. But let us say, 
for argument’s sake, that we get out of Berhn without 
trouble If this is a revolution, as your Majesty thinks, 
it will not be confined to the capital It will follow us 
to Potsdam ; and the Neues Palais is to the Schloss 
what Hehgoland is to Gibraltar.” 

“ In Potsdam we have the subterranean exit,” ^ faltered 
out her Majesty. 

“True, and if your Majesty decides to use it, at any 
time, you will find yourself among your soldiers,” said 
Herr von der Knesebeck impressively, — “ among your 
soldiers there as you are under their protection here. 

“ And now,” concluded the chamberlam, with a httle 
fib, “I see her Excellency is makmg signs , matters of 
toilet demand immediate attention, I dare say ” [With 
a how) “ If your Majesty has anythmg to commumcate 
to the Kaiser, who, I imderstand, is to come back by 
three o’clock, I am at your Majesty’s commands.” 

“ Then you think we are really safe ^ ” 

“ Safe ? ” laughed Herr von der Knesebeck,— “ your 
Majesty is pleased to joke. Would the Kaiser leave you 
and the Princes if there was a shadow of danger within 
ten thousand miles ? ” 

Brockdorff, Keller, Gersdorff, Haake, and myself all 
took up this cue and dwelt upon it and enlarged upon 
it, and before her Majesty could work herself up into 
another fit of fnght the maids had taken her in hand to 
begm preparations for the mght’s ball When the Kaiser 
returned, he went at once to the Empress to teU of his 
adventures with the mob * how he had “ cowed the 
ughest of the rioters by a smgle look ” , there had been 

^ This IS a conduit leading from the basement of the Neues Palais to the 
barracks of the Lehr und Wehr Battalion opposite _ - 
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made room for the Emperor when he passed by them — 
who had even doffed tlieir hats and caps at the royal 
radiance — suddenly recollected their self imposed mission 
and began to offer trouble to the police. They refused 
to move on and threatened the horses of the mounted 
SchuUUtUe ivith violence unless they kept off theu- toes. 
As yet th^ had not worked themselves up to a state 
of exatement which menaced the troopers themselves 
The rears of the backing steeds formed the base of popular 
assault I 

‘ See there there 1 ** cned the Empress “ I told you 
this was a revolution The crowds are getting thicker 
and thicker they will overthrow the police and then 
attack the palace. And the Kaiser is away We must 
go at once. Our only safety lies in flight 

‘ Fetch Knesebeck ** I whispered to MademotseUf 
von Geisdorff , “ he alone can set our mistress right We 
shall all be disgraced If this mad plan is earned out. Be 
quick, before that toad-eating Keller drives the Kaiseiin 
thoroughly cra^ ’ 

Herr von der Knesebeck appeared after a little while 
suave and smiling as nsuaL He did not exasperate her 
Majesty by imderrating the danger He pomted out 
to her that the Schlos was the safest place for herself 
her children and her jewels ** There are about five 
hundred men soldiers SchutdeuU and detectives inside 
these walls** he ai^ed and if an attack were made 
fifty thousand others will be on the outside before they 
begm to batter down the gates and the gates are the 
strongest m the Empire. Now let us assume that your 
Majesty would choose to leave for Potsdam At least 
four carnages would be needed to carry your Majesty 
the Prmces nod the entourage to the stabon. Then there 
IS the escort. Your Majesty would not like to brave the 
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the Schloss on foot were sure to be greeted and followed 
by densive grunts Once or twice gentlemen commg 
from Court were jostled by the crowd, whereupon the 
Emperor, who was an interested witness of the scenes, 
telephoned to Hen von Richthofen to have the Lmtgarten, 
the streets, and the three bndges leading to the castle 
cleared. In the charges by the mounted policemen and 
by Schuizicutc, fifW or sixty persons received sabre cuts 
and othei-s were ndden down, the Kaiser standing at the 
balcony wmdow that saw his grand-uncle’s submission to 
mob law, and viewing the bloody sallies with gnm satis- 
faction. 

On February 27 the children clamoured loudly for an 
outing They had been locked m the house for three 
days, and confinement was telhng on the httle ones But 
her Majesty would not hear of the proposed carnage 
nde. Only after Major von Falkenhayn had patrolled 
the streets in citizen’s dress to ascertam the popular animus, 
and reported that the notous movement had entirely 
subsided, were the children sent to the Thiergarien in 
an old carnage, dnven by a man m every-day clothes and 
preceded by similar grooms on horseback, who were to 
keep well aliead and commimicate with the pohee along 
the route. The pohee, by the way, had played a dis- 
tinguished part in the Emperor’s outmg on the first day 
of the not, too Several hours before his Majesty lode 
from Portal V , a thorough S'tcherheiisdtenst had been 
arranged along the hne William mtended to travel • 
Schutzleute in uniform or emhan dress walked among 
the noters, listening to their talk and occasionally packing 
off an over-loud mdividual, while others kept the road 
open and the people moving Besides, a mounted Schuiz- 
mann was posted on every street-comer to watch the 
houses and passers-by And this hne of vigilance ex- 
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no hostile deraonstraticms "where he showed himself” 
in some places he had even been cheerecL " And ” (here 
his Majesty had a good laugh) “ m the Thtergarien half 
a-doren fellows tried to thrust petitions into my hand. 
Some of them I let run beside me for a good quarter of 
an hour, and not till they were well mgh exhausted did 
I order Moltke to take their papers Among others, one 
exceedingly fat person engaged in this exercise and I 
thought he would expire as he tned to keep pace with 
Extase ” (WilUam’s favounte horse) 

The rest of the everung pa^ed m preparations for the 
ball, and the feast came oS m a hlar-A of glory We had 
our mentui d la retM while the Berhners danced the 
CarmagnoU to the tune of crashing show windows and 
demolished doors as our guests reported under their 
breath when out of ear-shot of their Majesties and the 
high ofihaals I came m a second-class Droschke and 
the crowd allowed me to pass without a murmur said 
one ministerial counollor but my old Excellency had 
to ask a Schutxmann to take the place of his groom at 
the Pujypenbmcks and the man of the law was obliged 
to use his weapon freely to enforce the right of way * 

I hope there was no blood spilled ’ said I 

* Mortal wounds were not dealt. The Sch%(til€uU had 
orders to use the flats of thar swords only but there 
will be many sore heads nevertheless to-morrow Be- 
sides all the pohee stations are filled with prisoners, and 
about fifty stores — bakery and provision stores most of 
them — have been sacked * 

The situation contmued semi threatening for two days 
longer for the newspaper accounts of the datiling Court 
ftU had been red rags to the mob From early mom 
tfU night angry masses collected about the castle, shout 
mg throwing their arms about and persons leaving 
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the Schloss on foot were sure to be greeted and followed 
by densive grunts Once or twice gentlemen coming 
from Court were 3ostled by the ciowd, whereupon the 
Emperor, who was an interested witness of the scenes, 
telephoned to Herr von Richthofen to have the Ltistgarten, 
the streets, and the three bndges leading to the castle 
cleared In the charges by the mounted policemen and 
by ScJmizlcuic, fift}?’ or sixt}^ persons received sabre cuts 
and othere were ndden dowm, the Kaiser standing at the 
balcony wmdow that saw his grand-uncle’s submission to 
mob law, and viewing the bloody sallies with gnm satis- 
faction. 

On February 27 the children clamoured loudly for an 
outing They had been locked in the house for three 
days, and confinement was telhng on the little ones But 
her Majest}'- would not hear of the proposed carnage 
nde Only after Major von Falkenhayn had patrolled 
the streets in citizen’s dress to ascertain the popular animus, 
and reported that the notous movement had entirely 
subsided, were the children sent to the Thergarien m 
an old carnage, dnven by a man m every-day clothes and 
preceded by similar grooms on horseback, who were to 
keep well ahead and communicate with the pohce along 
the route The pohce, by the way, had played a dis- 
tmgmshed part m the Emperor’s outing on the first day 
of the not, too. Several hours before his Majesty lode 
from Portal V., a thorough Sicherhetisdtenst had been 
arranged along the hne William mtended to travel * 
Schutzleute m umform or civihan dress walked among 
the noters, hstemng to their talk and occasionally packing 
off an over-loud mdividual, while others kept the road 
open and the people niovmg Besides, a mounted Schutz- 
mann was posted on every street-comer to watch the 
houses and passers-by. And this hne of vigilance ex- 

Y 
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tended over all parts of the Thtergarieii, which moreover 
was traversed by pohee and detectives in cabs and on 
fleet horses galloping up and down the bridle-path like 
private gentlemen The royal MarsiaU had sent a hundred 
grooms to the park to watch over the master and act as 
gahpins for the pohee heutenants and captains stationed 
at different pomts The gaimon was confined m the 
barracks — ** and, moreover ** said Baron Richthofen, to 
whom I am obhged for these minnte statements, which 
I was to repeat to her Majesty, ‘ and, moreover the 
Kaiser had his two suc-shooters But beheve me * added 
the chief of pohee, ** there was no need whatever of his 
Majesty’s bellicose preparations If there had been the 
slightest apprehension of violence, the Kaiser would never 
have been allowed outside of the Schloss ” 

But if he ha4 insisted ? He has an iron will * 

Ah said the Baron there are moments m a 
sovereign’s hie when his wiH is of no more acconnt than 
that of a raw reermt * 

During all these days her Majesty was m such fear 
and exatement that even Herr von der Knesebeck could 
not persuade her to abandon the idea of flight altogether 
On the morning of the twenty-sixth the Empress had 
her jew^ packed anew — offiaals had taken charge of 
the crown jewels after the ball, — and her belongings were 
kept in a state of preparedness for sudden removal through- 
out the week. 

To return to the subject of her Majesty’s intimates. 
Among the persons of the household, as pointed out, 
Herr von der Knesebeck is the only one in whom the 
Kaisenn places imphat confidence, but at the same time 
he is not of suffiaent birth* or rank to be regarded as 
other than a faithful servant. For a Kamrnerkerr m 
actual service whatever his qualifications of heart and 
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head are, is little short of a titled flunky When he is 
on duty, he must be at his mistress’s beck and call the 
same as the Kammefdiener If her Majesty drives out, 
he follows m a second carnage, or, when the children are 
taken along, m the fourth , if she visits people, he has 
to wait at the door of the antechamber , if she goes to 
bazaars or the theatre, he trots in front of her or behind 
her, disbursing her alms, bu5ung her tickets, and seemg 
that her chair is in the nght place ; m short, a Kammer- 
herr is aU but a lackey in name, the only difference bemg 
that he wears gold buttons on his coat, mstead of silver 
lace, and cames around umbrellas, opera-glasses, and 
muffs, instead of wraps and footstools To a Kammerherr, 
the Empress does not speak so broadly about bemg brought 
to bed as to a Kammcrdiener, but she would as soon allow 
a valet de chavibre to smoke in her presence as treat a 
chamberlain on a footmg of equality. And royal valets, 
imnd you, have been regarded with suspicion ever smce 
Louis XV sent half-a-dozen of them to the Bastile, when, 
by accident, he overheard a fellow whisper • “ Come and 
let’s play with the Duchess of Burgundy ” Her Royal 
Highness was that Dauphine who considered it exquisite 
fun to have her servants drag her along by her legs m 
the gardens of Versailles durmg moonless evemngs 

Among non-royal women, her Majesty at one time 
looked upon Pnncess George Radziwill and Countess 
Goertz with feelmgs akm to fnendship As before stated, 
both are French women. The first, 'iiie Mane Bramcki, 
IS the wife of a former heutenant of the Garde du Corps, 
who, durmg a long residence m Potsdam and Bdrhn, 
succeeded m accumulatmg a few milhon marks of debts 
Now the couple hold forth on Prmce Anton RadziwiU’s 
Polish domams Two thmgs drew Auguste Victoria to 
Pnncess George. Her Grace was as capable of throwing 
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tended over all parts of the ThiergarUii which, moreover, 
^vas traversed by pohee and detectives in cabs and on 
fleet horses galloping up and down the bridle-path like 
pnvatc gentlemen The royal Marstall had sent a hundred 
grooms to the park to watch over the master and act as 
galopins for the pohee heutenants and captains stationed 
at different points The gamson \vas confined m the 
barracks, — “ and, moreover,** said Baron Richthofen, to 
whom I am obhged for these minute statements which 
I was to repeat to her Majesty, ‘ and moreover the 
ICaiser had his two six-shooters But beheve me, * added 
the chief of pohee, “ there was no need whatever of his 
Majesty s belhcose preparations If there had been the 
shghtest apprehension of violence the Kaiser would never 
have been allowed outside of the Schloss * 

But if he ha4 insisted ? He has an iron wilL’ 

Ah ’ said the Baron ** there are moments m a 
sovereign s hie when bis will is of no more account than 
that of a raw reermt 

Dunng all these days her Majesty was m snch fear 
and exatement that even Hen von der Knesebeck could 
not persuade her to abandon the idea of flight altogether 
On the morning of the tweniy-sixth the Empress hod 
her jewels packed anew — offiaals had taken charge of 
the crown jewds after the ball — and her belongings were 
kept m a state of preparedness for sndden removal through- 
out the week. 

To return to the subject of her Majesty’s mtnnates. 
Among the persons of the household, as pointed out 
Herr von der Knesebeck is the only one m whom the 
Kaisenn places imphat confidence but at the same time 
he is not of suf&aent birth ” or rank to be regarded as 
other thnn a faithful servant. For a Kammerherr in 
actual service whatever his qualifications of heart and 
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head are, is httle short of a titled flunky When he is 
on duty, he must be at his mistress’s beck and call the 
same as the Kanwierdtener, If her Majesty dnves out, 
he follows m a second carnage, or, when the children are 
taken along, m the fourth ; if she visits people, he has 
to wait at the door of the antechamber , if she goes to 
bazaars or the theatre, he trots m front of her or behind 
her, disbursing her alms, bu5ung her tickets, and seeing 
that her chair is in the nght place ; m short, a Kammer- 
herr is aU but a lackey m name, the only diflerence being 
that he wears gold buttons on his coat, mstead of silver 
lace, and carnes around umbrellas, opera-glasses, and 
muffs, instead of wraps and footstools. To a Kantmerherr, 
the Empress does not speak so broadly about bemg brought 
to bed as to a Kamntcrdtener, but she would as soon allow 
a valet de cliavibre to smoke m her presence as treat a 
chamberlain on a footing of equality. And royal valets, 
mind you, have been regarded with suspicion ever smce 
Louis XV. sent half-a-dozen of them to the Bastile, when, 
by accident, he overheard a fellow whisper : “ Come and 
let’s play with the Duchess of Burgundy ” Her Royal 
Highness was that Dauphine who considered it exquisite 
fun to have her servants drag her along by her legs m 
the gardens of Versailles durmg moonless evenings. 

Among non-royal women, her Majesty at one time 
looked upon Prmcess George RadziwiU and Countess 
Goertz with feelings akm to fnendship As before stated, 
both are French women The first, nee Mane Bramcki, 
is the wife of a former heutenant of the Garde du Corps, 
who, durmg a long residence m Potsdam and Beirhn, 
succeeded m accumulatmg a few miUion marks of debts 
Now the couple hold forth on Prmce Anton RadziwiH’s 
Polish domams Two thmgs drew Auguste Victona to 
Prmcess George. Her Grace was as capable of throwing 
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away money as the Royal Highness and Majesty, and 
both excelled for a time m the matter of bringing forth 
a chfld 3^ear by year The Kaiserm mamed two years 
before Conntess Marie did, in i88i, had a ebilH in i88a 
and one in 1883, 1884 1887, 1888, 1890, and 1892 
Comicsxc de Branicla mamed m 1883 and had children m 
1884 1885, 1886, 18S8, 1889 and 1894, — fotir boys and two 
girls In some instances they followed each other at mter 
vols of ten months Countess Goerti, too would come up 
to Napoleon's sarcastic estimate of woman's greatness " 
Mamed in February 1876 she had a chfld m January, 1877, 
and before the year was up was ddivered of number two 
With her other four children she allowed hersdf more 
tune. 

Smee the Radawills moved from Berlin Princess 
Manes name has ne\*er been mentioned at the Palace 
and the relations between the Empress and Countess 
Goertz are stramed ever since the Kaiser declared her 
Erlauchi (Ulustnous Ladyship) an crmnently beautiful 
woman 

Jealousy ou the one hand and egotism re-enforced by 
pnde on the other, prevent fnendly relations between 
her Majesty and her relatives on the Kaiser's side. 

Her Majesty's rdations to the women of other reigning 
famihes are no more cordial though less fluctuating than 
those to her sister and sisters-m-law Years ago she was 
intimate with the Queen of Italy, but the betrothal of 
the Prmco of Naples to Helene of Montenegro caused 
a breach that subsequent etUrevues failed to heal. The 
Kaiseiin did try and tned hard, to gam the friendship 
of the Ceanng but her partisanship for the fighting 
Grand Thichea ” as Victoria of Hesse-Dannstadt is c a ll ed 
m Court ordes, undid all her efiorts to appear gradons 
and obhgmg to the younger and prettier cousm 
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In the conjugal imbrogho, Alexandra Feodorovna 
has supported her brother from the start. The Grand 
Duchess’s continued obstmacy and mcompatibihty of 
temper, she thinks, would have ceased long ago if the 
Kaisenn did not uphold the httle spitfire. 

Maybe my mistress is guilty of the offence charged; 
yet it IS safe to assume that she acts out of sympathy 
with the young wife’s pecuhar position rather than because 
she dislikes the Grand Duke, or beheves m opposing a 
husband’s authority 

The Emperor hates family ties ; he is always at war 
with his mother, sometimes with Piince Henry and his 
sisters Charlotte and Sophie, and looks upon the rest of 
his relatives with supreme mcMference, as a big New- 
foundland does upon the small fry of the canine race And 
as that seemingly good-natured but au fond knavish 
quadruped allows pretty toy dogs to play with him and 
puU him about, so does the Kaiser engage m familiar 
intercourse, off and on, with Duchess Calma, with her 
Highness’s children, Duke Gunther, and brother-m-law 
Adolph of Lippe ; but as to her Majesty’s mother and 
Pnncess Feo, he loathes them 

The presumption, so frequently heard, that the impenal 
couple and Empress Frederick could not agree because 
of the latter’s one-sided love of thmgs Enghsh, is on a 
par with hundreds of mventions deahng with the Prussian 
Court of to-day, — mventions out of Mother Idleness, 
sired by Ignorance As a matter of fact, the widow of 
the gallant Fredenck was not half as prejudiced in favour 
of England as her enemies like to make out. 

I knew Kaisenn Victona for twenty years and never 
heard her utter a word of Enghsh She preferred to use 
German even m her correspondence, and, what is still 
more remarkable, employed the doomed German scnpt 
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away money as the Royal Highness and Blajesty and 
both excelled for a time in the matter of bringing forth 
a child year by year The Kaisenn mamed two years 
before Countess Mane did, in iSSi, had a child m 1882 
and one in 1883 1884 1887, 1888, 1890 and 1892 
Comicist de Branicki married m 1883 and had children in 
1884, 1885, 1886, 1888, 1889 and 1894,— four boys and two 
girls In some instances they ^o^o^ved each other at inter 
vals of ten months Countess Goerti, too would come up 
to Napoleon’s sarcastic estimate of woman’s greatness ” 
Mamed m February 1876 shehadachildm January, 1877 
and before the year was up was ddivered of number two 
Wth her other four children she allowed herself more 
time. 

Smee the RadnwiDs moved from Berlin Fnneess 
Mane’s name has never been mentioned at the Palace 
and the relations between the Empress and Countess 
Goertt are stramed ever since the Kaiser declared her 
Erlcitchi (IHustnous Ladyship) an emmently beautiful 
woman 

Jealousy on the one hand and egotism re-enforced by 
pnde on the other prevent fnendly relations betiveen 
her Majesty and her relatives on the Kaiser’s side. 

Her Majesty's relations to the women of other raguing 
famihes are no more cordial, though less fluctuating than 
those to her sister and sisters-m-law Years ago she was 
mtimate with the Queen of Italy, but the betrothal of 
the Pnneo of Naples to Helene of Montenegro caused 
a breach that subsequent enirevues failed to heaL The 
Kaisenn did try and tried hard to gam the fnendship 
of the r.rannfl. but her partisanship for the fighting 
Grand Duchess ’ as Victoria of Hesse-Dannstadt is colled 
m Court circles, undid all her efforts to appear gradous 
and obliging to the younger and prettier couam 
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In the conjugal imbrogho, Alexandra Feodorovna 
has supported her brother from the start. The Grand 
Duchess’s contmued obstinacy and mcompatibility of 
temper, she thinks, would have ceased long ago if the 
Kaisenn did not uphold the httle spitfiie 

Maybe my mistress is guilty of the offence charged ; 
yet it IS safe to assume that she acts out of sympathy 
with the young wife’s peculiar position rather than because 
she dishkes the Grand Duke, or believes in opposing a 
husband’s authonty 

The Emperor hates family ties *, he is always at war 
with his mother, sometimes with Pnnce Henry and his 
sisters Charlotte and Sophie, and looks upon the rest of 
his relatives with supreme indifference, as a big New- 
foundland does upon the small fry of the canine race And 
as that seemingly good-natured but au foni knavish 
quadruped allows pretty toy dogs to play with him and 
pull him about, so does the Kaiser engage in familiar 
intercourse, off and on, with Duchess Calma, with her 
Highness’s children, Duke Gunther, and brother-m-law 
Adolph of Lippe ; but as to her Majesty’s mother and 
Princess Feo, he loathes them. 

The presumption, so frequently heard, that the impenal 
couple and Empress Frederick could not agree because 
of the latter’s one-sided love of things Enghsh, is on a 
par with hundreds of mventions deahng with the Prussian 
Court of to-day, — ^inventions out of Mother Idleness, 
sired by Ignorance As a matter of fact, the widow of 
the gallant Frederick was not half as prejudiced m favour 
of England as her enenues hke to make out 

I knew Kaisenn Victona for twenty years and never 
heard her utter a word of Enghsh. She preferred to use 
German even m her correspondence, and, what is stiU 
more remarkable, employed the doomed German scnpt. 
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She patronised German indnstnes, loved German art, 

and surrounded herself with Germans The Kaiser, on 

the other hand, cannot conceal his English proclivities, 

much as he loves to air Anglophobian views for pohtical 
reasons He sdtes every opportunity for speakmg and 
writing English, and forces his adjutants nnd courtiers 
to learn English, no matter ut what age they enter his 
personal service* Herr von Egloflstem was far removed 
from youth when he became one of our House-marshals 
three or more 3rear3 ago, but continues to study his Lmdley 
Murray to this day 

If possible, the Empress is a more enthusiastic behever 
m everything English than Wilham the whole faculty 
of native midwives and nurses (not an mconsiderahle 
body m our country) looks down upon her Majesty as a 
traitress to German womanhood for employing Fj^ghsh 
acccucheuitt and nnrsery-maids but she persists braving 
the Charybdis of unpopulanfy The impenal children 
learn English first and German afterward* Her Majesty 
never speaks a word of German with them until they are 
five years old When either of the children a birthday 
occurs doniig her absence, she sends her congratulations 
m English* Most of their clothes come fr om England, 
and their pony and donkey carts arc made m Great 
Bntain* Is it to be wondered at when the children m 
dulge m such remarks as It would be queer if these 
stockings were of fast colour they are of German manu 
facture ? * Once, when Court-chaplain Frommel admired 
thor hosiery, the Crown Pnnce and Eitel Fntr expressed 
themselves in that surprising style 

Taking all m aH, it is quite evident chat the lack of 
sympathy between the two Empresses had its ongm in 
other causes than those popularly assigned* 

In ah these years Auguste Victoria has never loved, 
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has sometimes fought, and has always feared her mother- 
in-law. There are people who assert that the similanty 
of their characters is one of the chief reasons for the strained 
relations between Kaisenn Fredenck and her son Both 
are too consaous of their worth and digmty, too pig- 
headed, too prejudiced, too much wedded to the “no 
surrender ” pohcy, to come to an understanding, now that 
their old differences are well-nigh history 

“ ICnowing both her husband’s and her mother-in-law’s 
wealmesses, Auguste Victona ought to have mediated, or, 
that faihng, ought to have done her part toward bnng- 
ing about and preserving amicable relations between tlie 
Neues Palais and Fnednchshof on her own account,” 
say the true fnends of the relatives-at-war. But she 
did nothing of the kind In those awful days of June, 
1888, when the new Kaiser, attended by the madman 
Normann, exploited his cruel egotism at his father’s death- 
bed, when he made his mother and his sisters quasi pnsoners 
of state until his search for an imagmary secret testament 
was completed (England cheated a Prussian Majesty out 
of an inhentance once,^ why not again ?) — from 9AM, 
on June 15, until after Fredenck’s funeral — ^Auguste 
Victona renounced her nghts of wife and mother altogether , 
before Wilham’s deeds of unprecedented barbanty she 
rehnqmshed even her womanly feehngs. 

If ever wife and mother ought to have stood up for 
another wife and mother , if ever woman ought to hav’e 
thrown the halo of womanly love around another, — that 
was the time ' What did Auguste Victona do ^ She sent 
expressions of the deepest regret, and said she would come 
to Fnednchskron as soon as her crape gown was ready 


^ The Hanoverian joint heritages, the Princess of Ahlden Allodia, about 
1729 Frederick William I , at that time, challenged George II to the famous 
duel that never came off 
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Mean^hfle William had declared the property rights 
of all tlie people in the palace — hts palace — forfeited for 
the time bemg , as the feudal lord of old seized a bonds 
man’s personal estate while the body was yet warm so 
had the presence of death — a father’s waxen face — no 
restriining influence o\er the new master The late 
Emperor’s his wife’s and daughter’s wnting-deaks their 
strong boxes trinket boxes, bedrooms and boudoirs 
were submitted to a ngid examination before the o^Tne^s 
were allowed access agam And in the midst of the 
rumpus a four horse coach brought the new Empress I 

Kaiscrin Fredenck had no patience to hear Auguste 
Victoria declaim, “Send Brockdorff away ’ she said 
curtly And then the proud woman unbent enough to 
ask nay implore, her daughter in law to stop Wnham s 
ravings ‘ By ah that is holy to you *’ she is said to 
have exclaimed * stop that man from desecrating my home 
and my noble dead I have appealed to his love, to his 
sense of decency to his manliness It is your turn now 
Talk to hun with the authontv of a wife and mother 
He must listen to you And unless you expect to be 
treated by your sons as I have been treated by my son dur 
mg the last hso hours — restram him re-establish me 
as mistress withm my own walla and I wfll be for ever 
grateful to you,” 

Auguste Victoria went into the library and returned 
after a few moments her face flushed and trembling ‘ I 
ran do nothing ” she faltered out ' Willie * is here as 
Emperor and I cannot mterfero with his official business ” 
Then have the goodness to go back to your Marble 
Palace and play with vour children ” cned the widowed 
Empress hotly 

And the hostihties were reopened In the interval 
occasioned by the new Kaiscnns reception William had 
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informed his mothei’s officials and servants that he was 
their master now and (liat they must obey no one’s orders 
but his own Thereupon the Dowager Empiess : 

“ W'liocvcr refuses to carr}'- out any of my commands 
promptl}’’ and willingly, will be mstantl})' dismissed and 
forfeits Ins rights to pension ” 

Victona had furnished hei Court-marshal with a hst 
of persons who were to be admitted to the house in order 
that tliey might liavc a last look at her dead hero Only 
Fredenck’s personal and political fnends were on the 
hst, but IViIliam tore it up, and ordered his sentinels to 
admit all high army officers -who called. 

Have ever such scenes occurred m the presence of 
death ^ The new^ lord’s “ dnll-tenor ” cuttmg short the 
impassioned speech of an outraged wife and distracted 
mother ! Entreaties, appeals, threats, on the one side , 
cold indifference, scorn, sneermg references to the siaitis 
quo, on the other. 

There was no peace between the reigning Hohen?ollems 
and the proud Guelph mother, shorn of power, ever after 
A resemblance of famihar intercourse was kept up as long 
as the Empress Augusta lived, but after her death the 
Kaiser’s enmity to Ins mother became a mattei of political 
sigmficance German statesmen tnmmed their sails ac- 
cording to its fluctuations, and those of Great Britain 
followed suit. 

The Empress Fredenck and Auguste Victona had 
one more momentous meeting since that of June 15 ; 
namely, in the fall of the same year, when the negotia- 
tions for the Dowager Kaiserm’s removal from Castle 
Fnednehskron were pendmg The older woman strenu- 
ously opposed her son’s claims to the property, first 
because she herself desired to retain the house where she 
had hved so long, and, secondly, because she feared Wilham 
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would ruin himself in the possession of this castle, whose 
■NTistness and splendour offer particular temptations for 
establishing a Court out of all proportions to the Kaiser’s 
revenues However, the ** Augustenburger ” would not 
Bee it in that light. As a matter of fact, she was as eager 
to branch out d la Versailles as her husband After three 
months of widowhood, Empress Frederick left Fried 
nchskron She was crying bitterly as she went through 
the park and halls, taking leave of everything and every 
body ‘ Here I have spent the most beautiful days of 
my mamed life, and afterward endured the awfuUest 
hours woman can endure ** she remarked to General von 
Lmdequist, then commander of Potsdam To the officials 
and servants each of whom high and low she shook by 
the hand she said If you ever want to see your old 
mistress again, you must come to Berlin where I wiH 
make «you welcome with pleasure. May palsy strike my 
foot if ever I thrust it over this thrediold agam,* 

As was to be expected from a woman of her Majesty’s 
character she kept her word. Occasional quas\ en- 
forced visits between thar Majesties and Empress Fredenck 
took place on neutral grounds The Dowager Kaisenn 
received her son and daughter in law m the manor house 
of the farm BomstSdt a mile or so from the Neues Pa l ai s , 
and next day they repaired to the Marble Palace or Stadt 
Schloss to give her Majesty an opportunity to return the 
compliment. Empress Fredenck was very seldom m 
Berlin, and had always an excuse ready for declining 
mvitations to offiaal or pnvate festivities held at her son’s 
Court, Even when she lived Under den Linden at 
Chnstinas-time she forewent the pleasure of seeing the 
childrerL She had been too sorely wounded to forget 
and forgi\'e. After the scenes at Fredenck’s death bed 
she was dnven forth from her home, and this insult 
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\\,'\s quick!}’ followed In another, aimed at her dead 
liiisband. 

William and Augn«itc Victona look possession of Fned- 
ncliskron m May, 1SS9 ; a few’ wrecks later this name, 
whicli Frcdcnck III had conferred upon the Schloss, 
was abolished by ro}al decree and the old, meaningless 
Neucs Palais rcmslated I remember it w'ell AH of 
a sudden ofliccrs of tlic Court-marshal’s office called on 
the ladies and gentlemen of the Court, demanding us to 
hand o\er c\er}' scrap of stationery’ stamped Fnednehs- 


kron Tlic confiscated stuff was burned, and we were 
left without writing-paper for a full week Her Majesty 
herself had to w’ntc her letters on ordinary blue-hned 
sheets, bought in a penny shop, as she would not use the 
official fooFcap 

A third and fourth cause of chagrin to Empress 
Frcdenck was the Kaiser’s treatment of his brother and 
sister Pnnee Henry was to have had the Villa Carlotta 
m Sans Souci Park, which is Crowm property, for a summer 
home, but the Kaiser gave the house and beautiful gardens 
to Baron von Lyncker. Next he turned the Memingens 
out of their Thiergarten villa, which Emperor Fredenck 
had rented for lus daughter and son-m-law with the 
understanding tliat the Minister of the royal house pay 
the rent as long as the Memingens cared to remam. 
William no sooner learned of this arrangement w en e 
repudiated it. “ I pay the Memingens rent Not 
a day, not for an hour,” and the landlord was at once 
notifiL that, after the expiration of the lease, at the end 
of three months, he would receive no more money from 
the royal treasury. The Meinmgens have smee^ hved 

away from Berhn. 

Empress Frederick’s latest quarrel wuth her daughter- 
in-law dates from the summer of 1891, when Auguste 
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Victoria dcaded to go to Felixstowe with her children 
and a suite of fifty persons, and, to secure more spending 
money authorised Court marshal von Eulenburg to de- 
pnve the servants of their allowance of butter for first 
breakfast and for supper The Kaiser’s mt‘na^e never 
allows butter for second breakfast. Now it happened 
that the servants transferred from Empress Frederick’s 
Court to that of the present Kaiser and Kaisenn were 
among ttie first to petition for redress Ergo the cry of 
Empress Fredencks enemies, that ‘ the Bntishcr * was 
at the bottom of the revolt 

I knew nothing about these petty quarrels, * said 
the Dowager Kaiserin some time aftenvard to Countess i 
^Vi^helm Hohenao, but I certainly thmk that this latest 
makeshift was most disgraceful Depnving a servant of 
his butter is as bad as sdUng a dead man s false teetiu 

Though the strong minded Enghsh woman was noted 
for her outspoken critadsms this remark aimed directlj 
at Auguste Victoria and coming to her ears m the qoick'est 
possible way created first constcmatiou and later on a 
demand for reprisals 

And now let us get to the bottom of the enmity between 
mother and son and between mother m law and daughter 
in law 

On April lo 1888 just one mouth after the reign of 
ninety nine days had begun Em pr ess Victoria — the official 
designation Empress Frederick* was conferred upon 
her Majesty after Wnham s accession — on that day Empress 
Victoria drove from Castle Charlottenburg to the Berlin 
Schloss having previously ordered Prmce Bismarck to 
meet Ker Then and there the Kaiserin informed the 
ChauMbr that Fredenck had deeded not to leave her 
(m the event of his death) to the tender meracs of her 


son 
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“ Cherishing no illusions with respect to WiUiam’s 
sense of justice, or to his chcvaleresqiie qualities,” said her 
Majesty, “ the Emperor orders that seventy-five per cent, 
of my portion, as well as the downes of my unmamed 
daughters and all my daughters’ shares m our property, 
be paid by the Crown treasury now, wlnle the rest is to 
be held at our disposal, to be paid over the moment my 
husband dies, and before the new Emperor assumes control 
of the funds and revenues ” 

Bismarck v as dumfounded 

“ Here are the Kaiser’s ordem, signed and counter- 
signed and sealed. And,” added the Empress, “ his 
Majesty enjoins your Grace and all the persons taking 
ofiicial cognisance of this act to the greatest secrecy. I 
have youi word, Prmce ^ ” 

“You have, your Majesty ” 

Of this arrangement Wilham nevei heaid a breath 
until the mormng of June 15. 

Those who followed tlie events preceding Bismarck’s 
dismissal will remember that the Chancellor, before sub- 
mitting to the Kaiser’s request for his resignation, went 
to the Empress Fredenck to ask her intercession At 
that momentous interview he remmded her Majesty of 
the service rendered her two years before. But the 
Empress merely shook her head : “ It is that which stands 
for ever between me and my son.” 
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